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Shapiro was accompanied by his
Chinese wife, Feng Zi, a former lead-
ing actress, journalist, editor and
member of the Authors Association in
China. The couple were staying in
Israel as official guests of the Jerusa-
lem Book Fair, and were the first offi-
cial representatives from China ever
to attend the fair.

Shapiro, whose Chinese name is
Sha Boli, is almost 80 years of age. In
Israel, he politely skirted questions
about the political significance of his
visit.

“People here credit me with more
influence than | really have,” he said in
atelephone interview from his Mishke-
not Sha'ananim flat in Jerusalem.
“After all, | prefer to think of myself as
a matchmaker.”

The Israel Foreign Ministry also
studiously preserved a low profile. But
a well-placed official conceded that
assistance had been given to the
elderly Chinese visitors in arranging
meetings with appropriate Israeli cul-
tural institutions.

The official declined to confirm
whether Shapiro’s visit heralded the
start of cultural exchanges with China.
Shapiro and his wife discussed sev-
eral ideas, and practical measures
are currently being taken to promote
literary exchanges.

In a meeting of Tel Aviv with
Rachel Edelman of Schocken Pub-
lishing House, Shapiro proposed that
the Chinese People’'s Publishing
House retranslate English translations
of imported Israeli books into Chi-
nese, and that Schocken retranslate
English translations of Chinese im-
ported books into Hebrew.

Shapiro also met with Leah Van
Leer, director of Jerusalem's Cine-
matheque, which regularly screens a
choice selection of foreignfilms forthe
Capital’s moviegoing audiences.

Several years ago, the Cine-
matheque wrote to the Chinese Gov-
ernment Film Bureau for permission
to screen selected Chinese films in
Israel, but its letters were never an-
swered. A similar request for eight
Chinese films was again made this
year, following an approach to Chi-
nese film representatives at the re-
cent Berlin Film Festival.

At their meeting in Jerusalem,

Shapiro agreed to take copies of the
facsimilied letters and “to putin a good
word” for the Israelirequest. Chinese
films are usually distributed with Eng-
lish subtitles. A spokesman for the
Cinematheque said he hopesthatthis
time the Chinese will be more coop-
erative.

Feng Zi met with Dr. Annabelle
Melzer, head of Tel Aviv University's
theater department, with whom she
was personally acquainted 20 years
ago, and discussed possibilities of
arranging visits to China by lIsraeli
playwrights and theater companies.

Similar exchanges between Chi-
nese and Israei musicians were also
welcomed, Shapiro said.

Shapiro said that on his return to
Beijing, he would recommend to the
Chinese Council for International
Cultural Understanding that more
Chinese students specializing in the
humanities and liberal arts be permit-
ted to attend academic conferences
and seminars in Israel. Such ex-
changes are vital for deepening cul-
tural understanding, he said.

Past exchange visits ‘have been
confined to Chinese scientists and
technocrats. Beijing University re-
cently introduced a course in modern
Hebrew language and literature,
taught by an American professor,
Miriam Petrucak, Shapiro disclosed.
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date their cultures for thousands of
AN AMERICAN years,” on opposite sides of the Asian JUDAICA PRESERVED
IN SHANGHAI continent. Taking the opportunity to IN JAPAN
By Steven Hochstadt express Israel’s interest in closer ties

This April the International Assem-
bly of Jews in China brought seven
former Shanghai residents from the
United States and Israel back to
Shanghai to celebrate a Passover
seder and renew theirties with this city
of refuge. The three parts of the
Shanghai Jewish community repre-
sented: Boris Katz of Champaign,
lllinois, and George Leonof and Yosef
Tekoah from Israel had come from
Russian families fleeing the Soviet
Union; Yehuda Halevy and Sasson
Jacoby of Israel had roots in Irag; and
Lisbeth Loewenberg and Curt Pollack
from California had fled with their
families fromthe Nazis. My grandpar-
ents escaped to Shanghai from Vi-
enna in 1939, so | went along, too,
falling in with the Israeli TV and press
reporterswho were coveringthe event.
This reunionwas personally emotional
but also politically significant: while
former “Shanghailander” visited their
synagogues and embraced long for-
gotten neighbors, Chinese officials
took notable stepstoward normalizing
diplomatic relations with Israel.

The focus of the reunion was the
celebration of Passover seder at the
XiJiao Guest House, where Mao once
lived. Tekoah, former Israeli Ambas-
sador to the United Nations, presided
overthe meal. After his fatherandtwo
brothers, with their families, left the
Soviet Union to escape Stalinism,
Tekoahgrew upin Shanghai. Ambas-
sador Tekoah opened the Seder by
stressing the continuity of Jewish
Settlementin China. Jewsfirst settled
in China over 1000 years ago in the
ancient capital of Kaifeng. Thus the
thousands of 20th-century refugees
fleeing the anti-semitism of Stalin and
Hitler added to a long history of Jews
in China. Tekoah noted that “There
are two people in the world who can

with China, he added, “In a sense
there has been a Chinese-Jewish al-
liance for thousands of years. There
is no reason now for not restoring that
alliance . . . we could together build a
better world.”

The 5-day stay in Shanghai recre-
ated many connections which had
beenbroken by the tumultuous events
of recent history, but also demon-
strated the great changes in China
since the Shanghai Jews departed in
the late 1940s. This reforging of old
links began almost immediately upon
arrival. A sumptuous welcoming
banquet was served in the famous
Jinjiang Hotel, where Richard Nixon
and Zhou Enlai officially opened diplo-
matic relations between the United
States and China in 1972. That build-
ing was Tekoah's first residence in
Shanghai, when it was called the
Cathay Hotel. Lisbeth Loewenberg,
who escaped at the last minute from
Nazi-controlled Vienna in 1939, once
worked there as a journalist’s secre-
tary. The Jinjiang is now operated by
asemi-private hotel holdingcompany,
one of the most successful of China’s
recent experiments with market en-
terprise.

Some connections brought back
painful memories. Curt Pollack, who
arrivedin ShanghaifromBerlinin 1939,
led the group through an apartment
complex, which had served as an in-
ternment camp for thousands of Ger-
man and Austrian refugees after the
Japanese occupied the city. Thou-
sands of penniless German and Aus-
trian refugees crowded into these
barracks until Americantroops arrived
in 1945. Yet these resourceful Jews
created a vibrant cultural life. Weekly
newspapers, a hospital, operas and

concerts, and a soup kitchen forthose
(continued on page 5)

WOODBRIDGE, CT — The largest
assortment of Judaica in the Far East
has been established amid the Shinto
shrines and Buddhist temples in the
old Japanese capital of Kyoto by a
world-famous calligrapher, Kampo
Harada.

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Shaw of
Woodbridge, CT, visited Mr. Harada
in Kyoto while on a recent business
trip for the Pilot Pen, which is the U.S.
subsidiary-of The Pilot Pen Company,
Lid., Japan'soldest and largest manu-
facturer of writing instruments.

The 75-year old Harada has as-
sembled the Judaica collection at the
Kampo Kaikan Museumto encourage
cultural exchange and to express his
personal interest in Judaism and Is-
rael. Bornin Japanin 1911, Mr. Har-
ada began the study of calligraphy
and ancient Chinese literature in his
youth.

Mr. Harada gave the Shaws awarm
welcome and a personal tour of the
museum. He also created stunning
works of calligraphy while his visitors
watched and then presented one to
the Shaws as a momento of their visit.

“Mr.Harada, whois believed of Jew-
ish ancestry, is the driving force be -
hind this expression of intercultural
interest.in Japan,” Mr. Shaw com-

4 3 -
World-famous Japanese calligrapher, Kampo
Harada (center), recently gave Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald G. Shaw of Woodbridge, CT, a per-
sonal tour of the largest assortment of Judaica
in the Far East, which he has assembled in a
museum in Kyoto, Japan. Mr. Harada, who is
believed of Jewish ancestry, is the driving
force behind the expression of intercultural

interest in Japan. (continued on page 6)
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From the editor:

This space is dedicated to the
martyrs of Beijing as well as
to all those now under arrest
or those currently being sought
by the regime for daring to
propose democratic reform in
China.
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IN THE FIELD

ARTROSEN'STRIPTOTHEPRC
Art Rosen, our Chairman of the
Board, has returned from a trip to
China. He led a small delegation of
the National Committee on Ameri-
can Foreign Policy, which met with
various Chinese government offi-
cials in several cities, as well as
with the Minister-counselor for
Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Em-
bassy. In Beijing he also met with
SJl members Zhao Xiangru (see
below) and Chiara Betta, aswellas
with Sidney Rittenberg, along-time
resident of China who is about to
return to the U.S. In Shanghai Art
also met with those active in the
Shanghai Judaic Studies Associa-
tion, including Pan Guang, Jim
Yingzhong and Gu Xiaoming.
These latter expressed an interest
in translating works important for
the study of Judaica and look for-
ward to an exhibit on Judaica in
Shanghai.

SHANGHAI EXHIBIT

We have received a letter from
Sarah Harel, Head of the Exhibi-
tion Department, Beth Hatefutsoth,
dated April 9, in which she says it
would be an honor forthe museum
to become a “partner” in the Sino-
Judaic exhibit in Shanghai. It is
generally felt that Beth Hatefutsoth
should be listed as the source of
the material rather than as spon-
sor. Leo Gabow has writtento both
Jin Yingzhong and Pan Guang to
explore what public recognition of
the role of the Beth Hatefutsoth is
possible at this time. A letter from
Dennis Leventhal, April 30, says
that Pan Guang had assured him
that the approval for the exhibitis a
“given,” and the only problem is to
arrange for shipping the materials.
The cost for transport Tel Aviv to
Hong Kong, forthe showingin Hong
Kong, is US $9500, a low figure
because of the cooperation of the
ZimLine. The costto Shanghaiis
not yet known.

ZHAO XIANGRU

Zhao Xiangru is a new member of
SJI. He is a scholar in the Minori-
ties Institute of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences, Beijing,

with a speciality in the Uighurs of
Xinjiang Province. He, himself,isa
descendant of the Zhao family of
Kaifeng, and according to Andy
Plaks, who has become well-ac-

quainted with him, he is knowl- |

edgeable, has personal recollec-
tions, and even some minimal
documentationto back up his claim.
Much of the family memorabilia,
including seals of office of his
ancestors who served in the Qing
dynasty, and even back to Zhao
Yingcheng of the Ming, were de-
stroyed in the Cultural Revolution.
He is interested in reconstructing
his family tree; he will soon visit
Kaifeng to gather what information
he canthere. Prof. Zhao, who has
recently come out of the closet, as
it were, is very excited about all of
this and his letters to Leo concern-
ing the SJI are the study of the
Chinese Jews and self-conscious-
ness among the remaining mem-
bers of the Jewish community in
Kaifeng, efforts which would re-
ceive official sanction when China
establishes relations with Israel.
He hopes to establish a national

association on the model of similar

organizations already existing for
other minorities under the aegis of
the Minorities Institute, with the
Shanghai Judaic Studies Associa-
tion and other such groups becom-
ing local branches. He also pro-
poses for the future a world-wide
association which would link the
Chinese one with SJI, and eventu-
ally some sort of China-lsrael
Friendship Association.

An associate of Prof. Zhao’s in
Uighur studiesis Reinhard F.Hahn,
of the University of Washington,
who is interested in Chinese Jews
because of his studies of minori-
ties in China. Prof. Hahn, through
whom SJI became aware of Prof.
Zhao, and vice-versa, has contrib-
uted some material to Points East
and promises more in the future.
He, too, is now a member of SJI.

BOOKS TO CHINA

Leo Gabow and Anson Laytner
have been in contact with Jeffrey
Smith, of the Bridge to China,
concerningthe shipment of a set of
the Encyclopedia Judaica to

authoritative and readable,
and presents its scholarship
with a light touch.

Leslie, Donald Daniel. The Survival
of the Chinese Jew: The
Jewish Community of Kaifeng.
Monographies du T'oung Pao,
vol. 10. Leiden: E.J. Brill,
1972.

This is the most complete
scholarly work to date on the
subject. For anyone wishing
to delve more deeply in the
subject, it is a must as a guide
and resource.

Kublin, Hyman, ed. Jews in Qld
China: Some Western Views.
New York: Paragon Book
Reprint, 1971.

Kublin, Hyman, ed. Studies of the

hin WwS: lection
from rnals E nd West.
New York: Paragon Book
Reprint, 1971.
The two volumes by H. Kublin
bring together a selection of
the enormous literature on the
subject. It is a judicious
choice and makes available
material otherwise often
difficult to locate.
The following items, published
earlier or of a more special-
ized nature, are listed for
those who might wish to
pursue this fascinating subject
in more depth.

Dicker, Herman. Wanderers and
Settlers in the Far East. New
York, 1962.

Leventhal, Dennis. Sing-Judaic
Studies. Whence and Whiter:
An nd Bibliograph
and the Kadoorie Memoir.
Monographs of the Jewish
Historical Society of Hong
Kong, vol. 1, 1986.

Pollak, Michael. The Torah Scrolls

f the Chin ws: Th

i ignifican n

resent wher fih

ifrei Tor f th fun
Jewish community of Kaifeng.
Dallas: Bridwell Library,
Southern Methodist Univer-
sity, 1975.

White, William Charles. Chinese
Jews. 3vols. Toronto:
University of Toronto Press,

1942. Reprinted (3 vols. in 1),

Cecil Roth, ed., New York,
Paragon Book Reprint, 1966.

SJI TRIP TO CHINA

The SJl trip to China is
postponed until further
notice, but may be resched-
uled for the Spring of 1990.

Those who have made
deposits will receive full
refunds in the near future.

WISENTHAL CENTER OFFICIAL
MEETS WITH CHINESE ACADEMI-
CIANS

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, Associ-
ate Dean of the Simon Wiesenthal
Center, was invited by the Shanghai
International Relations Studies Soci-
ety to present a series of lectures on
contemporary Jewish issues to mem-
bers of the People’s Republic of
China's academic community. Dur-
ing his May 8th to 11th visit, Rabbi
Cooper discussed the future of Chi-
nese-lsraeli Relations, the current
Middle East situation, worldwide an-
tisemitism and Holocaust Education.
Rabbi Cooper presented Chinese
language copies of the Simon Wie-
senthal Center's Academy Award-
winning film, Genocide, to the Shang-
hai International Relations Studies
Society and discussed ways for ex-
panded education and cultural ties
between the People’'s Republic of
Chinaand World Jewry. Pictured (left
to right) are Professor Pan Guang,
Director, World History Department,
Shanghai Academy of Social Sci-
ences; Professor Zhu Weilie, Director
of Teaching and Research Commit-
tee, Shanghai International Studies
University; Rabbi Abraham Cooper;
Jin Yin-zhong, Deputy Secretary
General, Shanghai International Re-

lations Studies Society; Xu Buzeng,

Shanghai Judaic Studies Association.
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MUSEUM EXHIBIT HIGHLIGHTS
25 CENTURIES OF ASIAN JEWS

NEW YORK (JTA) April 28 - - A
new exhibit recounting the history of
Asian Jews over the last 25 centuries
will open next week at the American
Museum of Natural History’s Hall of
Asian Peoples.

The exhibit will attempt to capiure
the diversity of Asian Jewish Culture
in all 13 of the countries where it has
flourished. There will also be a grid
which will portray significant events in
the history of the Asian Jews, fromthe
sixth century BCE through the 19th
century.

Interspersed throughout the grid
will be various religious objects from
the different countries, including a
shofar from Yemen, a kipah believed
to originate from either Bukhara orthe
Caucasus, a Passover plate from
Kurdistan,.a mezuzah from India and
Chanukah lamps from Yemen and
Syria.

There will also be video programs
whichwillpresent key aspects of Asian
Jewish life in greater depth. They will
include brief vignettes analyzing each
land that has housed Jews and exam-
ining the many pressures and influ-
ences onthe Jews inthose countries.

The video images were drawn
fromthe archives of the national Israel
museum in Jerusalem, the Nahum
Goldmann Museumof the Diasporain
Tel Avivandthe Musee de 'Homme in
Paris.

The exhibit opens on Friday, May
5.

CHINESE VISITORS TO ISRAEL
EXPRESS
NEW INTEREST IN CREATING
CULTURAL TIES
By Yehonathan Tommer

Reprinted from the Jewish Expo-
nent, April 7, 1989

JERUSALEM --The Chinese are
interested in establishing cultural ties
with Israel in the fields of literature,
dramaandfilm. Thefirstfeelersinthis
direction may have been put out dur-
ing the recent international book fair
here, which was attended by Sidney
Shapiro, the American Jewish lawyer
who became a Chinese citizenin 1963.
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Taipei, The China or Philippine rooms
are made available by the hotel man-
agement, and prayer books, prayer
shawls, kosher wine, Havdalah
candles and spice boxes are kept
there permanently.

Services are also held during the
week on many occasions, and a sup-
ply of tephilin are also kept in those
rooms at the hotel.

An American Rabbi, now a busi-
nessman, speaks on Shabbat, be-
tweenMinchah, Maariv, the afternoon
and evening services, at the hotel, on
the sidrah of the week. The rabbi also
conducts a Bible Class at the Center
twice a month.

Attending the services are business-
men from Australia, Canada, Eng-
land, France, Germany, lsrael, Pan-
ama, South Africa, Switzerland, the
United States, etc. Also followers of
the Lubavitcher Rebbe willbe found at
these services.

The present population of Taiwan is
18,457,923. Taipei's population is
over 2 million. The resident Jewish
population is 148. About 50% are
Ashkenazim and 50% Sephardim. Six
of the Chinese wives of the members
of the community, all converts, are the
only citizens of the Republic of China.

The community has a Sunday
School with Israeliteachers. Classes
are held from 10 to 12 every Sunday.
The Community provides “brunches”
every alternate Sunday which are well
attended. Cultural meetings are held
every Tuesday.

A monthly bulletinis published, with
material on all holidays and other re-
ligious topics provided by the honor-
ary rabbi, and articles on the commu-
nity and Israel by the president.

The Jewish students here, studying
the Chinese language, are not ex-
pected to pay any membership dues,
and they are welcome guests at all
community functions.

A POIGNANT DRAMA
by Leo Gabow

Many of our members are keenly
alert to anything smacking of a Sino-
Judaic nature. One such alert mem-
ber, Theodor Katz, lives in Stockholm,
Sweden. On one of his trips to Ger-
man, Mr. Kaiz visited the JEWISH
HEERSTRABE CEMETERY in West

Berlin, and noted a gravestone bear-
ing the name Ting Yu Chen. The
Stone gave Mr. Tin's life span as from
August 1, 1894 to October 21, 1962.
Over his name was the Star of David,
and on the sides of his name was
Chinese script. Ittook no great leap of
the imagination to suspect that the
Gravestone might possibly refer to
Chinese Jew.

Mr. Katz sent me a photograph of
the Gravestone and wondered if | had
any knowledge of MR. TING YU
CHEN. |did not. But after consulting
with others, it was determined from
the Chinese scriptthat MR. TING was
born in Sinjiang Province, and that is
all we could discover.

A year went by, and | received a
letter from another of our overseas
members, Ms. Tess Johnston. Writ-
ingfrom Paris, Ms. Johnston described
her recent visit to West Berlin where
she met with one Doctor Ottilie Kater-
ina Wang. She wrote that Doctor
Wang was “. . . a recent returnee to
Germany who lived in China for nearly
sixty years, serving as a Medical Offi-
cerwiththe Chinese Army againstthe
Japanese.” She later taught foreign
languages at one of the Chinese Uni-
versities.

Ms. Johnston also advised that
Doctor Wang was Jewish and was
born in Germany where she met Mr.
Wang, her future husband. They
moved to China where, as noted, she
remained for almost sixty years.

| entered into correspondence with
Doctor Wang and asked if she had
any knowledge of the Gravestone in
the Jewish Cemetery. Shedid not, but
she embarked on aninvestigationthat
brought forth the following informa-
tion.

MR. TING YU CHEN was in the
import-export business in Vienna
where he met one CHARLOTTE
LANDSBERG. They soon married.
The marriage took place in the early
'30s at the time Hitler had begun his
persecution of the Jews. There are
still people alive in West Berlin who
were close friends of CHARLOTTE
AND YU CHEN. They told Doctor
Wang that the hasty marriage was
consummatedinorderto make CHAR-
LOTTE LANDSBERG a Chinese citi-
zen, hoping that the Nazis would not
molest her. They described MR.
TING’s act as “unforgettable,” “honor-

able” and “brave” as it placed his own
life in jeopardy. But he saved CHAR-
LOTTE LANDSBERG, the friends
stated, fromthe concentrationcamps.

The Tings eventually moved to
China where Mr. Ting died in 1962.
CHARLOTTELANDSBERG TINGrre-
turned to West Berlin with her
husband’s body and had himburied in
the Jewish cemetery. Some six
months ago, CHARLOTTE
LANDSBERG TING died and was
buried next to her beloved husband.
The Tings had no children, but Char-
lotte has sisters in East Germany and
New York City, addresses unknown.

So ends the saga of the Gravestone
in the West Berlin Jewish Cemetery,
and one has to ponder over the many
untold, human dramas that are con-
cealed behind a gravestone. One
human and humane act, committed
by MR. TING YU CHEN has now
come to light.

A Kaifeng Tourist Map, Eng-
lish Edition, in color, marking
the site of the synagogue as
well as the other attractions in
Kaifeng, is now available freeto
members of the Sino-Judaic In-
stitute. If you are interested in
receiving a copy, please write to
the Sino-Judaic Institute, 3197
Louis Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303

BOOK CORNER

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY:
THE KAIFENG JEWS

Pollak, Michael. Mandarins, Jews,

and Missionaries: The Jewish
xperi i in

Empire. Philadelphia: The
Jewish Publication Society of
America, 1900. Paperback
edition, with new material,
1983.
This is by far the most useful
work on the subject. It is both

Shanghai. The details of this ship-
ment, as well as those of future
efforts, are being worked out, and
an up-date will be included in the
next report.

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY
Ren Krasno and Leo manned an
impressive booth at the Jewish
Community Center, Palo Alto, on
May 21, at the celebration of Israel
Independence Day. The official
attendance at the celebration was
2500, and many copies of SJl
publications and membership
forms were handed out. It is too
early to report on the results of this
effort.

RECENT CONTACTS

The American Jewish World Serv-
ice has sent us a copy of their
Annual Report, asking for materi-
als on our activities, to explore
whether there are areas in which
we might collaborate. Member
Harry Rutstein, Executive Director
ofthe Marco Polo Foundation, who
has offices in Beijing and Hong
Kong, and travels frequently to
China, has offered to help in any
way possible. Prof. D. Noy, profes-
sor of Folklore Literature at He-
brew University, and recipient of
the Jerusalem Prize and the Ben
Zvi Institute Award (1989) for his
contribution to the study of ethnic
groups, has asked for information
on SJl. He willbe goingto Japanin
1990, andwould like to visit Kaifeng
together with an SJI group. Dr.
Leslie Lau, Portland, Oregon, an
overseas Chinese from Trinidad,
has joined SJI after hearing a lec-
ture by going to China to teach in
Jinan, Shandong, and plansto join
SJI and to visit Kaifeng while in
China. We also received anenquiry
from Thelma Dorfman, of Mt. Ver-
non, NY, who is a docent at the
Asian Art Department, Metropoli-
tan Museum, has led art tours to
Kaifeng, lectured on the Chinese
Jews, and has written numerous
related articles. Marsha Leon, a
journalist and Drama Critic of the
Forward, New York, is also inter-
ested in the Chinese Jews, and
has asked for membership mate-
rial.

+ GABOW ESSAY TRANSLATED
Professor Gong Fang-zhanof THE
INSTITUTE OF RELIGIONS,
SHANGHAI ACADEMY OF SO-
CIAL SCIENCES, writes as fol-
lows: “Recently | have translated
Gabow's valuable essay, THE
ASSIMILATIONOF THEKAIFENG
JEWS into Chinese. This transla-
tion will be published this year.”

« Professor Donald Leslie from
Australia, was invited to participate
in a conference at Harvard Univer-
sity during the month of April.
Professor Leslie delivered a paper
on ISLAM IN CHINA. Enroute
home, Professor Leslie visited with
the Palo Alto SJI contingent.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Calling All
Shanghailanders

| write to you out of my interest in
the Shanghai Jews. | understand
from Paula Sandfelder, librarian at the
Hong Kong Jewish Club, that Points
East is a potentially valuable source
formy research. Let me explain myself
briefly.

lamthe grandson of Shanghailan-
der and an historian of modern Eu-
rope. These traits have somehow
intersected to create an interest inthe
stories and the history of the Shang-
hai Jewishcommunity. My long-range
plan is to collect a large number of
direct interviews with Shanghailander
and to use these as the basis for a
book on their experience. | am cen-
trally interestedin how these refugees
managed to recreate a Jewish com-
munity blending European and Chi-
nese character thousands of miles
from their homelands. My focus will
be on daily life, what it was and how it
developed. | will seek to understand
the unplanned selection process which
brought this group of Jews out of
Europe, and will also trace the highly
dramatic stories of their travels to
Shanghai through a world at war.
Finally | hope to provoke my interview
subjects to reflect on the significance
of their experiences as world citizens,
formost ofthem have lived onthree or
fourcontinents. Asof now | have done
a dozen interviews and am still in the
early stages of research. | realize that
similar projects are underway in vari-
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ous parts of the world. Maybe to-
gether we can preserve the remark-
able experiences of the Shanghai
Jews.

Sincerely,

Steve Hochstadt

Associate Professor of History
Bates College

Lewiston, Maine 04240

A Complaint & A Rebuke

| recently received the February
1989 edition of Points East. Onpage
2 you have written an editorial con-
cerning certain events in Israel relat-
ingto the Law of Return. Init you state
“But, as many members of SJI hold,
they remain Jews nonetheless.”

| do not know if you polled mem-
bers of SJI to find out how many of
them believe in patrilineal descent,
but if you were to look at the entire
Jewish population there would be few
who accept patrilineal descent, and
according to the Law of Return it has
never been recognized - nor, | am
certain, will it ever be recognized.
Patrilineal descent is the most sure
fire way of creating two classes of
Jews. And, to suggest that this is
something supported by members of
SJl is an abuse of your position as
editor.

In addition | am returning to you
the Genesis Manuscript which was
enclosedwiththe issue of Points East.
You may not be aware but any paper
on which the name of God is spelled
out, as it is in this manuscript, is to be
handled properly and disposed of
properly by burial in a Jewish ceme-
tery. In mailing this along with your
publication, you have inadvertently
caused people to improperly dispose
of this printed matter with the name of
God on it.

Peter Billig
Englewood, New Jersey

A Little-Known Visit
To Kaifeng

InJune 1908, Kaifeng was visited
by a Russian team led by a high-
ranking officer, Count Carl Gustaf
Mannerheim. He and his staff were on
an extended expeditionthrough China



