Page -16-

potato; too risky for the British to ship
back during the height of Hilter's U-
boat offensive, but perceived as too
"threatening" for Australians to have
atlarge. Inthe end, the refugees were
left in the camps.

But, though isolated, the refugees

did not despair. First, they demanded
to be separated from the Nazis, then
they established a religious pattern
and organized synagogues for each
of the three Jewish movements. There
was no shortage of rabbis, nor of ritual
slaughterers for the 400 amongst them
who were Orthodox. They established
a camp university, a trade school and
yeshivot (religious academies). They
also instituted musical and theatrical
performances. All these activities
helped to make the days go by a little
quicker.

The daily routine included a morn-
ing and evening walk on the inside
parameter of the barbed wire. Many
survivors recall the irony of their being
on the inside of the fence while the
kangaroos and other wildlife were on
the outside, running free. But the ani-
mals were used to the heat; the men
were not. About 200 of them came
down with rheumatic fever.

Both Jewish and non-Jewish relief
organizations were extremely slow to
recognize them as victims of Nazi
oppression; help was very slow in
coming.

Eventually, the Australian Jewish
authorities woke up tothe fact that the
refugees were "friendly" aliens and
proceeded to furnish them with books,
prayerbooks, Bibles, talleisim (prayer
shawls) and tefillin (philacteries).

Japan's entry into the War following
her attack on Pearl Harbor had a
marked effect on the refugees' situ-
ation. All of a sudden someone "dis-
‘covered” the willing workforce of some
2000 men safely tucked away in the
Australian wilderness. Gradually the
refugees’ status changed. No longer
‘were they considered "friendly enemy
aliens"; now they were “friendly ali-
ens." By the middle of 1942, almost
1000 men were returned to England,
some 150 others were allowedtogoto
other countries (the Land of Israel in
particular), and the remainder were
allowed to join the Australian war ef-
fort, picking fruit and doing other la-

bor, eventually to become integrated
into Australian life and society. By the
fall of 1945, the last internees were re-
leased.

September 4-8, 1990, marks the
50th anniversary of this all but forgot-
ten chapter of the Holocaust and World
War Il. Commemorative events are
being planned in Sydney, Hay and
Melbourne, Australia in cooperation
with the Australian government. The
survivors, in general, have mixed
feelings about the occasion: Happy to
have survived and glad to be reunited
with old friends; bitter over their fate
during those years. Many of the origi-
nal 1950 have passed on, their lives
havingbeen shortened by the tremen-
dous strain on their physical and
emotional resources. Those still alive
will never be able to erase from their
memories Gas®®® of their fellow-

Jews who went down on the Arandora
Star, or their almost impossible sur-
vival on the hellship Dunera, or their
years behind barbed wire in Australia.

At first, after the War, the survivors
of the Dunera were reluctant to tell of |
their experiences. After all, these paled
in comparison to the experience of
Hitler's genocide in Europe. But now,
after 50 years, they also are not
ashamed to say that they too had
suffered and that their suffering also
holds an important lesson for human-
kind. People need to learn from what
happened to them at the hands of the
British. After all, Britain was a demo-
cratic country, their place of refuge
from the Nazis. How they were treated
during the crisis of the war years shows
how fragile human rights can be, even
in democratic states.
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most valuable as large numbers of
JAPANESE-JEWISH Jewish refugees from the Russian THE INFLUENCE OF
RELATIONS revolution arrived in Japan. JEWISH REFUGEES ON

By Bruce M. Ramer &
Neil C. Sandberg
Reprinted from Japan Times
January 21, 1990

Strainresulting fromthe large-scale
publication of anti-Semitic books in
Japan has masked the historic friend-
ship of the Japanese and Jewish
peoples.

It was an American Jewish finan-
cier, Jacob Schiff, who aided Japan
by arranging major foreign loans dur-
ing the Russo-Japanese War. And
Japanese officials facilitated the flow
of Jewish refugees from Europe in
both World Wars | & II.

In order to finance its war effort
against czarist Russia, the Imperial
Japanese government sent Baron
Korekiyo Takahashi to the U.S. in
1904. Unable to negotiate a loan, he
enlisted the help of Jacob Schiff and
his banking firm, Kuhn, Loeb and Co.
Their support in securing a loan was
followed by additional loans in 1905
and 1912.

Japan considered Schiff a true friend
as he encouraged negotiations with
the Russians leading to the Portsmouth
Peace Treaty. Emperor Meijigave Mr.
and Mrs. Schiff a private audience
and conferred high honers upon them.
This warm friendship continued as
Baron Takahashi's daughter, Wakiko,
spent nearly three years at the home
of the Schiffs while she was educated
in New York.

Schiff and other leading American
Jews created the American Jewish
Committee in 1906 as a vehicle through
which protests could be lodged against
czarist persecution of Russian Jews.
In 1917 and thereafter, the close as-
sociation of Schiff and other promi-
nent Jews with the Japanese govern-
ment and financial circles proved

The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society,
of which Schiff was an important
member, was helped in its refugee
assistance work by T. Miyaoku, one of
Japan's most distinguished lawyers,
along with Baron Goto of the Ministry
for Home Affairs and the weathy Baron
Shibusawa. Japan showed its con-
tinuing interest when Count Uchida,
Japan's foreign minister, instructed
Japanese troops in Siberia not to permit

any outrages against the Jews.

The flow of Jewish refugees re-
sumed as a consequence of the Nazi
conquest of Europe in World War 1.
European ports were shut tight, but
the Trans-Siberian Railroad offered
some Jews accesstoJapanandother
parts of the world. Hitler's plan to
exterminate the Jewish people led to
the deaths of six million Jews in the
Nazi Holocaust, but some escaped
through the intervention of sympa-
thetic Japanese who provided assis-
tance at some personal risk.

One of these was Sugihara, the
Japanese consul in Kovno, Lithuania,
who was able to secure visas from
Curacao, a Dutch possession, which
did not require entry visas. This com-
passionate person issued thousands
of such visas in 1940 in a brief period
oftime. The visa holders were author-
ized toremain in Japan for only seven
to 10 days but, at the recommenda-
tion of the local Jewish community,
Japanese officials extended the stay
from two to eight months. All told,
nearly 5,000 Jewish refugees were
aided in this process.

Friendship with the Jews was also
evidenced earlier when Japan became
one of the first nations to endorse the
Balfour Declaration which called for
the establishment of a Jewish home-
land in Palestine. This relationship
was strengthened when an lsraeli
legationopened in Tokyo in 1953, fol-

(continued on page 10)

THE MUSICAL AND
INTELLECTUAL LIFE OF
SHANGHAI

By Bu-zeng Xu
Professor, Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences (SASS)
& Member, Shanghai Judaic Studies
Association (SJSA)

(Excerpted from an article in
SHANGHAI ARCHIVES, Number 1, 1989)
(Translated and edited by Wen Tan, Shanghai
Symphony Orchestra, and Tess Johnston,
American Consulate General, Shanghai)

Among the Jewish refugees who
fled to Shanghai from Nazism be-
tween 1933-39, in addition to techni-
cians and artisans there were doctors
— more than 200 — pharmacists,
lawyers, teachers, architects, engi-
neers, accountants, editors, report-
ers, movie directors, actors and ac-
tresses, and artists.

There were also fifteen orchestra
conductors and many superb musi-
cians. Ten of them were accepted at
once into the Shanghai Municipal Or-
chestra (which later became the Shang-
hai Symphony Orchestra), at that time
considered the best inthe Far East. It
was conducted by ltalian Maestro Mario
Paci and the Concertmaster was Ar-
rigo Foa (also a Jew who had come to
Shanghaiin 1922). In 1942, upon the
resignation of Maestro Paci, Foa be-
came the Orchestra's conductgor.
Among the refugees who joined the
Shanghai Municipal Orchestra was
the violinist Ferdinand Adler, who had
wonthe Ibach Prizein Germany some
years earlier. He quite often performed
solos with the Orchestra. After WWII
he returned to Vienna and became
first violinist with the symphony there.

Violinist Otto Joachim and his brother,
Walter, a cellist, were also outstand-
ing musicians. Otto organized a Jew-

(continued on page 10)
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From the editor:

With this issue, we would like
fo institute a new section de-
voted to the Jewish immigrant
experience in China. By
"immigrant” we refer to those
Jews, or their families, who
came to China's cities from
Europe and Asia for commerce
or asylum. We would like to
receive and publish both first
hand accounts and family his-
tories regarding life in China.
With your help, we can add to
the ever growing store of oral
histories of Jewish life in the
Far East, and of Jewish refu-
geelifein China's cities during
the Holocaust.

Anson Laytner

Points East:
A Publication of the Sino-Judaic
Institute
Anson Laytner, Editor
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IN THE FIELD

« A BAT MITZVAH IN KAIFENG
Arare bat mitzvah took place on July
14 in Kaifeng. Yiling Livia Chen-Jo-
sephson, a young New Yorker who
is the daughter of a Chinese mother
and a Jewish father, read from the
Torah in a Kaifeng museum and
completed the ritual with a few words
of recently learned Chinese.

Theidea forthe ceremony was SJI
member Marvin Josephson's, who
also happens to be Yiling's father &
an SJI member/benetfactor. Together
with Yiling's mother, Tina Chen, and
two dozen guests, including a rabbi
and cantor, they journeyed to Kaifeng
to celebrate a unique ceremony which
Mr. Josephson hopes will bring his
daughter closer to her mixed ethnic

roots.
NOT JUST STEPPING STONES

A source in China reports that the
stone stelae in Kaifeng have been
placed inside a warehouse where
people going in and out just step on
them. When he asked why they were
not receiving better care, he was told
that they have not been included on
the list of the Important Cultural Relics.
Dennis Leventhal said he was going
to be in Kaifeng and asked what he
might do for the Institute. We have
asked him to emphasize to the au-
thorities there that visits by Jewish
tourists will depend upon the kind of
attention which is given to these
matters.

GABOW'S ARTICLE TO BE
TRANSLATED

Professor Gong Fang-Zhan, of the
Institute of Religions, Shanghai
Academy of Social Sciences, has
written to Leo Gabow as follows:

"I have the honor to inform you that
your article (THE ASSIMILATION
OF THE CHINESE JEWS, Points
East, November, 1987, Vol. 2, No.
3) hasbeentranslated and s in print-
ing. That translation is included in a
Symposium on the Judaic Culture.
Accordingly, this book should be fin-
ished last year, but on technical
reasons was delayed. The publisher
assuresusthatthe bookis inprinting

and will be published this year."
EXHIBIT IN NANJING

Excerpt from letter of Prof. Xu Xin,
dated May 21: "l am happy to inform

you that JUDAIC STUDIES IN
CHINA, an exhibit on Chinese schol-
arship on Judaic studies, has opened
today. For the details, please read
news release enclosed in this letter,
(see page 4 -- ed.). If you want it to
be published in the U.S., please do
so. We would appreciate it very much
if you could make copies of it and
send them to other American news-
papérs, such as New York Times,
Chicago Tribune. We believe that to
have an exhibit of suchkind in China
now is a unique event, worth spread-
ing out all over the world. We have
been extremely busy preparing the
exhibit recently. It will keep us busy
for quite some time to answer some
of the questions from the visitors
after its opening. But we are very
happy about it because this is some-

thing we wanted to see in China."
COUNCIL MEMBER PROF. GLASS

HONORED

Prof. Irvine Glass, a member of our
Advisory Council, has been named
as an Einstein Fellow by the Israel
Academy of Science. Prof. Glass,
University Professor at the Institute
of Aerospace Studies, University of
Toronto, is a renowed expert on
shock waves. Prof. Glass will spend
six months next year at Beersheba
where he willteach a graduate class
at Ben-Gurion University.

RABBI TOKAYER'S TRIP TO CHINA
Rabbi Tokayer is leading a group of
observing Jews to China this sum-
mer, and he has spoken with Wendy
Abrams, Arthur Rosen, Andy Plaks
and Al Dien about what he might
accomplish for the Institute while he
is there. Rabbi Tokayer will report
back concerning the situation of the
Jewish exhibit at the museum in
Kaifeng. He has also met a Dr. James
Winkelman of the Harvard Medical
School, and who in the past spent
some time in China where he found
some cases of the Tay-Sachs dis-
ease, and who wishes to be put into
contact with Dr. Zhang Sui.

NEW BOOKS ON SHANGHAI JEWS
Tess Johnston reports thatthere are
two books in progress on the refu-
gees of Shanghai, one by Ms. Cath-
erine Baber of Oxford University Press (
in Hong Kong, and the other by Mr.
McCabe of the International Herald
Tribune in Paris.

developed and the monies that had
been sent over by the American Joint
Distribution Committee to sustain the
refugee community, stopped at that
time also. The contributions resumed
again approximately two years later.
However, by that time, unfortunately,
many of the refugees had died of
starvation (as well as of diseases).

In February 1943 the Japanese
Imperial authorities governing Shang-
hai, ordered us to move into a ghetto
where the conditions were deplorable.
The house that my mother and | moved
into, with three other families, had one
toilet for 10 of us and cold running
water about 4 hours aday. We cooked
the little food we had on Chinese
stovesthat we had to fanconstantly to
keepthe flame going, making ourown
coal by mixing coal dust with water.
We purchased our hot water from the
Chinese hot water store.

In order for us to leave the ghetto, a
"T'ung" (Special Pass) was issued by
the Japanese authorities, under the
supervision of Messrs. Goya and
Okura. We were eligible to receive
such a pass if we could successfully
provetothe Japanese authorities that
we had to leave the ghetto in order to
make a living. Curfew was 6:00 p.m.
for return into the ghetto, which was
situated in the section known as
Hongkew. We had no curfew in the
ghetto itself. | continued going to school
outside the ghetto and my mother too
received a pass to try to make a living
outside the ghetto.

We were constantly strafed by
American planes, and the favorite
pasttime of us children was to watch
the Japanese and American fighter
planes up in the sky and betting with
marbles as to who would shoot down
whom. The Japanese had instituted a
fantastic air raid warning system so
that we always knew when we would
be under attack.

When the war ended in Europe, we
perhaps, felt the impact more than
anyone else because only then, did
we realize what we had really es-
caped from, literally by a hair!

In Shanghai, the war ended forus in
September 1945, one month after the
Americans had bombed the ghetto,
with many casualties. Then we had
another shock—the American libera-
tion forces discovered that the Nazis
had had a long arm indeed and had

tried to operate their "final solution"
even in Shanghai. Gas chambers,
with the gas supplied by the German
gas company Siemens, were found in
the suburb of Yangtze!

Thus ended another chapter of
Holocaust survival. When the world
closed their doors to the Jews, Em-
peror Hirohito left one door open, that
of Shanghia, where 18,000 found re-
fuge. Again, when their allies, the
Nazis, tried to apply their "final solu-
tion", the Japanese compromised—
they placed us in a ghetto.

Yes, politics do make strange bed-
fellows indeed. |am alive and well and
living in Jericho, due to the combined
forces of the American Joint Distribu-
tion Committee and the Emperor of
Japan!

o= &
THE VOYAGE OF THE
"HELLSHIP" DUNERA, 50
YEARS LATER

By Anson Laytner

For a small number of Jews now
scattered around the world, this Sep-
tember marks a bitter anniversary.
Refugees from Nazi Germany to Brit-
ain, they survived two months as vir-
tual prisoners on a British ship bound
for Australia and then years in an
internment camp in the harsh Austra-
lian outback. This is their story, an
unknown event of the Holocaust years.

When Hitler marched into Paris June
4, 1940, the whole of Europe came
under Nazi domination. Only Britain
and the Soviet Union remained un-
conquered. Every country overrun by
the Nazis had governments-in-exile in
England who were willing and anxious
tojointhe fight against Nazi Germany.
They were supported in this desire by
the thousands of German refugees,
particularly Jewish and political refu-
gees, only recently out of Dachau,
Buchenwald and other concentration
camps.

But these refugees were not given
the chance to fight the forces which
had imprisoned them and deprived
them of their rights. Instead, as soon
as the warbroke out, every "German"
alien in Britain was taken to a collec-
tion point, interrogated and checked.
It was alaborious process necessitat-
ing, even as the war raged, the trans-
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portation of thousands of refugees to
the Isle of Man.

Eventually this process became too
burdensome and, under pressure of
the panicky situation, some 1500 ali-
ens were shipped outonthe Arandora
Star bound for internment camps in
Canada. But the Arandora Star was
torpedoed on July 2, 1940, two days
out of Liverpool; many people lost
their lives.

Returned to England, the surviving
443 men were immediately placed
aboard another prison ship, the Dunera,
and packed off to Australia. The Dunera
was built in 1937 as a troopship, with
a capacity for 1600 including crew.
However, on this particular trip from
Liverpool to Sydney on July 10, 1940,
the Dunera carried 200 ltalian Fas-
cists, 250 Nazi prisoners-of-war, and
some 1950 Jewish and other refu-
gees from Germany, most recently
from Nazi concentration camps —
2543 men in total. The men did not
know until the fifth week of their voy-
age where their destination was.

But overcrowding was the least of
the refugees' problems on board the
Dunera. During the long voyage, the
British soldiers, acting with the con-
nivance of their officers, manhandled
the refugees, robbed them of what-
evervaluables remained to them, and
willfully destroyed their identification
papers. This "surprise" attack”, com-
bined with the lack of basic hygenic
facilities, the meager food, the poor
ventilation in the hold, all took a se-
vere toll. Some died from the condi-
tions on board. Others, in shock still
fromthe Nazis, now reeledundertheir
treatment at British hands, and chose
to take their own lives. The survivors
of the voyage dubbed the Dunera "the
Hellship."

Dressed in rags and skinny from the
long voyage, they arrived in Sydney
harbor on Sept. 6, 1940 and were
immediately transferred to trains fora
20 hour ride through the hot desert to
Hay, New South Wales, where the
internment camps lay ready.

Having been put safely far away
from civilization, it was Winston
Churchill who admitted that Britain
had committed a very serious blun-
der. An inquiry followed, then a juris-
dictional dispute between Britain and
Australia. The refugees were a hot
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Ezekiel Landau and Rabbi Akiba Eger,
both of whom are listed in the Jewish
Encyclopedia. As so many German
Jews of my generation, | am an only
child. '

My parents owned and operated a
wholesale paper and twine business
which had been founded by my mother
during World War |, and it was a
flourishing business at the time that
Adolf Hitler came into power. My par-
ents were vacillating between leaving
Germany immediately or "waiting it
out" as Jews had been doing during
the 2,000 years of the diaspora. Under
Kaiser Wilhelm, the German Jews
had lived under a comparative "lais-
sez faire" attitude, anti-Semitism being
covert rather than ovent.

The German Jews of the twenties
and thirties lived as well, if in many
cases not better than the American
Jew doestodayinthe 80's. They were
the professionals—doctors, lawyers,
bankers, businessmen, professors, the
intelligentsia of Germany. They also
had, to a very great degree, a strong
Jewish identity. My family belongedto
the B'nai Brith, contributed regularly
to the Keren Kayemet, Jewish Na-
tional Fund, and supported Herzl's
dream of a Jewish State.

My father had fought in the German
Army in World War |, was wounded in
the battle of Verdun and made a Pris-
oner of War of the French. For his
efforts he was awarded the Iron Cross
Second Class by Kaiser Wilhelm be-
fore his abdication. He was a member
of the Social Democratic Party and
the day Hitler came into power, he
hung the Kaiser's Red-Gold-and-Black
flag out of the apartment window. He
was only persuaded to take it down
when the Gestapo threatened to burn
the building down for only Nazi flags
were allowed to be displayed.

By 1935, when our travel outside of
Germany was restricted and other
restrictions (a la the Nuremberg Laws)
went into effect, my parents realized
that Hitler was going to stay after all
and that, as usual, the Jews were
made the convenient scapegoat for
the ills that had befallen Germany
afterthe Kaiser's defeat and the fall of
the Weimar Republic. They tried to
emigrate—wherever. Contrary to popu-
lar belief, there was no problem get-
ting out of Germany, the problem was

finding a place that would take Jews.
America had a quota system; Brazil
became a possibility and my parents
studied Portuguese; Cuba became
another possibility and they studied
Spanish. Palestine was under the
British Mandate, yet my parents stud-
ied English. Oh yes, England! How-
ever, England would only take chil-
dren—no parents, and even though
one of my uncles had managed to
make his way there, | didn't wantto go
without my parents.

By 1938 we had an affidavit from my
father's aunt in New York, with the
HIAS acting as guarantors (that was
the only way the aunt would sign the
papers). However, we were on a Pol-
ish quota because the city of my fa-
ther's birth became part of Poland
under the rulings of the Versailles
Treaty. We were assured by the
American Consulate, after having been
given a quota number, not to worry,
we would be receiving a visa for the
United States. When? They didn't know.
After the Austrian Anschluss in the
Spring of 1938, Austrian Jews were
leaving for Shanghai in droves. At
about that time, all German Jews had
to deliver up to the Nazis all their
valuables—jewelry, gold, sterling, etc.
and my parents decided to sell our
beautiful 7-room apartment. The Per-
sian rugs, beautiful oil paintings, price-
less antiques, library, went for a pit-
tance (the prices were mandatedasto
what a Jew could charge an Aryan
customer), and we moved into three
furnished rooms with my one remain-
ing grandmother, my father's mother,
to await our American visa.

Kristallnacht--November9,10, 11,
1938, of course, was the beginning of
the end. Synagogues were burnt all
over Germany, Jewish shops were
broken into and thousands of Jewish
males were arrested and sent to the
three then existing Concentration
Camps—Buchenwald, Dachu, and
Sachsenhausen. My father ended up
in Buchenwald. My mother, at the
time of Kristallnacht was at the Ameri-
can Consulate in Berlin to see what
the status of our visa was. However,
she quickly returned to Breslau, for
the American Consulate had closed
their doors the moment the first syna-
gogue was put to the torch. During my
father's sojourn in Buchenwald my
mother made the necessary arrange-

ments to go to Shanghai, purchasing
steamship tickets in Hamburg.

My father was released from Buch-
enwald, and on February 9, 1939, we
took the train over Brenner pass into
ltaly and freedom, boarding the
"Hakozaki Maru" for the 31 day voy-
age to Shanghai, where we arrived
March 14, 1939.

Shanghai, at that time, was a bus-
tling city of millions, occupied by the
Japanese, the victors of the 1937
Sino-Japanese war, and an active
Nazi Fifth Column. We moved into a
beautiful apartment in the French
Concession and while my father opened
a typewriter business with a Chinese
mechanic, my mother took care of
getting accounts and did the book-
keeping. | attended the Shanghai
Jewish School, a British School,
founded and supported by two wealthy
Iraqi Jewish families—the Kadoories
and the Sassoons. My grandmother
joined us shortly thereafter, as the
number of the refugees increased, in
the end numbering approximately
18,000.

We had to surmount the most unbe-
lievable unhygienic conditions and a
climate totally alien to the western Eu-
ropean. The climate was sub-tropical,
with summer readings of approximately
110degrees inthe shade. The winters
were very cold and wet, the constant
monsoon rains flooding the streets
because of poor sewage. These con-
ditions, as well as unaccountable dis-
eases all present in epidemic propor-
tions, were responsible for the tre-
mendous attrition rate among the
European refugee population. We had
to get innoculated three times a year
for cholrea, typhoid and para-typhoid
and once a year for smallpox. We had
to be careful to boil all our water up to
five minutes past its boiling point, and
never eat any raw fruit or vegetables.
However, the Jewish refugees ceme-
tery was filling up quickly with those
who could not survive these terrible
conditions. My father soon became
one of the casualties. He died at the
ageof43inMarchof 1941, the conse-
quences of Buchenwald—he had been
unable to recuperate in this abnormal
climate. My grandmother followed him
in 1943 at the age of 76.

My mother continued the typewriter
business until Pearl Harbor slowed it
down. A tremendous food shortage
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LISHES BOOK

Rabbi Anson Laytner has just had

his first book published. Arguing

with God: A Jewish Tradition

(Northvale N.J. & London: Jason

Aronson, 1990), traces the Jewish

quarrels with God from Abraham

and Moses to Elie Wiesel and post-

Holocaust Yiddish poets.

ACADEMICS TO DISCUSS INDIAN

JEWRY

A special academic panel discus-

sion on "Indian Jewish Identity" will

take place at the annual meeting of
the American Academy of Religion
this Novemberin New Orleans. It will
feature Margaret Abraham of

Syracuse U., Joan Roland of Pace

U., Ruth Fredman Cernea of the

B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation, Tho-

mas A. Timber of Robert A. Nathan

Associates and SJI member and

Points East contributor Nathan Katz

of the U. of South Florida. For more

information, call the AAR (404) 636-

4757. Perhaps next year they can

hold one on Chinese Jews?

VIDEO ON SHANGHAI JEWS

Karen Shopsowitz, of Toronto,and a

prize-winning video maker, is plan-

ning on doing a film on the Shanghai

Jews. She had lunch with Al Dien

and Rena Krasno to discuss the

project, and they gave her a number
of leads.

* PACIFIC JEWISH THEATER
The Pacific Jewish Theater, based
in Berkeley, CA, is presenting a play
called "Beijing Legends." This deals
with the relationship of a father and
son during the Cultural Revolution.
The Jewish connection is that the
playwright, Shen Bitterman, is Jew-
ish. The president of the organiza-
tion, Lee Marsh, asked for a short
essay on the Jews of China to be
printed intheir newsletter, with refer-
ence made to the Sino-Judaic Insti-
tute.

* CHINESE-JEWISH PARALLELS
Lois Chen, a new member, has writ-
ten that her father was a medical
doctor and a Protestant missionary
stationed near Kaifeng, where she
was born. He had been interested in
the history of the Jews, and he had
noted some "blue-eyed folks there,"
which she and her father believed to
have some connection with the Jews.
Her husband, who evidently had also

spent his childhood years there, re-
membered seeing that three strips
of red paper were pasted on the
outside of doors at New Year's time,
and that her father had explained
that this was a custom similar to that
of the Jews of putting blood on the
doorposts and lintels of their houses
for the passover night in Egypt. Also
the custom of eating unleavened
rice cakes on New Year's was simi-
larto Ged's command to Israel to eat
the unleavened bread of the Pass-
over feast. And so forth. She then
mentions a book which has been
written on the similarity of Chinese
and Jewish names for God and similar
hints inthe Chinese script of connec-
tions between the ancient Hebrews
and the Chinese. The book is Mys-
teries that Confucius Could Not Solve,
by Dr. Ethel Nelson and Richard
Broadberry. There is further work of
this kind by Dr. Nelson and a Chi-
nese named Kang. A pamphlet from
the Institute for Creation Research,
P.O.Box 2667, ElCajon, CA92021,
was included.
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM TO
BE HELD IN CHINA
Dr. Zhang Sui, President of the Chi-
nese Eastern Research University,
Shanghai, (and subject of an article
by Al Dieninthis issue) is hosting an
international symposium on Chinese
cultural, economic and religious his-
tory, October 28 - November 1, 1990
at his University. Five different tours
are available to complement the
conference. One of the symposium
sessions deals with minority relig-
ions, including Judaism. For more
information contact Katherine Shen,
Office of International Exchange
Programs, Portland State U., P. O.
Box 751, Portland OR 97207; tele-
phone 503-725-4011 or 1-800-547-
8887, extension 4011.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the editor:

Thanks for SJI's help regarding invi-
tations | am sending to members of
the Sino-Judaic Institute in the New
York area for the American Jewish
World Service's model Chanukkah.
The holiday will be celebrated with
representatives of the Indian, Tibetan
and Nepali communities.
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Your members may want to know
that The American Jewish World Serv-
iceis adevelopmentorganization pro-
viding assistance to peoples in devel-
oping countries on a non-sectarian
basis. The AJWS currently sponsors
development and medical projects in
India and Nepal.

One result of AJWS's work in India
has been to foster discussions be-
tween Tibetans and Jewish groups
residing in the United States. These
meetings have helped further under-
standing between the Jewish and
Tibetan communities regarding issues
of development, the preservation of
cultures and traditions, and the de-
sirability of further mutual education
about our respective peoples.

This event is being held in the spirit
of continuing each community's intro-
duction to each other, and to bring
groups from India and Nepal into these
meetings.

We look forward to perhaps coop-
eratively sponsoring some educational
programs with the Sino-Judaic Insti-
tute.

Very truly yours,
Owen Kupferschmid
on behalf of the AJWS

DR. ZHANG SUI
By Al Dien

The following is a report on the visit
of Dr. Zhang Suito the Bay Area, April
13-16.

Dr. Zhang, originally was made known
to me through an introduction from
Rabbi Stampfer. Dr. Zhang made a
very favorable impression. | was struck
by his dedication to scholarship and
his obvious sincerity. It turned out that
Dr. Zhang is not a medical doctor, but
ratherhas a Ph.D. in history from East
China Normal University. The topics
of discussion were primarily the fol-
lowing:

1) Dr. Zhang published a book in
1989, written in Chinese, the title of
which in English is Judaism and the
Chinese Jews of Kaifeng. This is the
second of a three part series, but the
first to be published; the other vol-
umes will deal with traces of Jews in
other parts of China and with the




