SHANGHAI STREETS AND
PLACES

Alist of street names and places of
the pre-1949 era with their modern
equivalents has been made avail-
able for distribution to Sino-Judaic
Institute members by the editor of
The China Connection, a quarterly
newsletter tor people who once lived
in China. For a copy of this list, send
a self-addressed, stamped envelope
to the Sino-Judaic Institute, 232
Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA
94025.

Join The Sino-Judaic Institute

.The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was

founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons. Its goals and purposes are as follows:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan Province, in
their efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their fore-
bears, as well as in their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the projected municipal museum
of Kaifeng.

4) To promote and assist study and research in the histories of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise
and fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China in the course of the past thous-
and and more years.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish
experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to
Kaifeng and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting
our endeavor. Our annual dues structure is as follows:
Benefactor $1,000 Regular membership $ 50

Patron S 500 Academic § 25
Sponsar $ 100

Corporate Sponsor $250 to $499
Corporate/membership $250

Senior citizens & students $ 20 Libraries $ 50
Corporate Patron $ 500 & up

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and to receive Points East. Enclosed is my cheque
for $

PLEASE PRINT

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE #

Mail to the Sino-Judaic Institute, 2316 Blueridge Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025
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from other countries; one of these
SOME SHANGHAI was David Wilder, who came to Shang-
JEWISH SITES hai from Constantinople in 1855; his W
picture was shown during the exhibi- 17: 7@ 17:
By Betta Chiara tion held by YIVO in 1948/1949.

| have just come back from China
where | spent two academic years at
Peking University studying the Chi-
nese language and doing some re-
search on the Jewish community of
Shanghai. | have now returned to my
university, the University Ca' Foscari,
Department of Oriental Languages
and Literature, Venice, ltaly, where |
am at present writing my Tesi di Lau-
rea (thesis at the B.A/M.A. level) which
deals with the development of the
Jewish community of Shanghai from
1845 to 1932, concentrating particu-
larly on the figure of Silas A. Hardoon.

In this article | particularly would like
to point out some of the former Jewish
sites discovered during my last trip to
Shanghai. | will try to follow a chrono-
logical order and to give a brief intro-
duction to the development of that
community.

It is believed that the first Jew to set
footin Shanghaiwas Elias David Sas-
soon in 1845, two years after the two
had been officially opened to com-
merce with the West. In the following
years he developed the Shanghai
branch of David Sasscon, Sons & Co.
The Sassoon firm played an impor-
tant role in the first period, attracting
some Baghdad Jewish families to
Shanghai. The first three Jewish resi-
dents were probably E. Abraham (fa-
ther of the later well-known D.E.J.
Abraham), M.S. Moshee and J. Reu-
ben (but | have also found the name
listed as Reuben Jacob), all working
forthe firm of David Sassoon, Sons &
Co. It would appear that in 1851 J.
Reuben’'s son wrote a letter to the
Jewish community in Kaifeng. During
these years most of the Jews coming
to Shanghai were Sephardic, and their
original home was Baghdad. Few came

The presence of the nucleus of a
small community, at least of a minyan
or more, in the 1860's is confirmed by
the first Jewish cemetary located on
Mohawk Road, now Huangpi Bei Lu.
On one of the gate-posts it was writ-
ten: "Jewish Cemetary. Presented to
the Jewish Congregation of Shanghai
by David Sassoon, Esqg. A.M. 5622,
A.C. 1862." Some of the early tombs
were those of Joseph Rahamin, died
1865, Joseph Sassoon, died 1868,
Edward Elias, died 1872, and Em-
manuel Lazarus, died 1879. The
cemetary was used until 1920. Some
Chinese scholars placeit atthe corner
of Nanjing Lu, but consulting a tourist
guide published in 1919, | have found
that its position was some hundred
meters south of that, on the corner
with Weihai Lu, which | would propose
as its location. | have also some infor-
mation that there are some small lanes
on the outskirts of Shanghai which
have been paved with some old Jew-
ish gravestones. | would think that this
matter should be the object of some
appropriate further research.

Inthe seventiesthe number of Jews
in Shanghai grew proportionally to the
development of the city. In 1874 we
find at David Sassoon, Sons & Co. the
following employees: M.S. Gubbay,
M.S. Moses, J. Saul, M. Soclomon,
J.A. Nathan, and D.E. Moses. At E.
D.Sassoon & Co., founded by Elias
David after his father's death, we find
Jacob Elias Sassoon, J.B. Elias, D.
Joseph, J.J. Nathan, M.H. Musliah, H.
O'Hara and S.J. Nathan.

But I do not wantto wander fromthe
point, and | go back to another of the
Jewish sites. | have always been inter-
ested in looking for the synagogue on
Fuzhou Lu. | had found areference in

(continued on page 9)
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RELIGIOUS
PROSYLETIZATION IN
CHINA

By Dennis Leventhal

Following the Tiananmen crack-
down, the Beijing Review Press pub-
lished No. 8 in its pamphlet series
"China: Issues and Ideas", entitled
China's Religions. This series is pub-
lished in English, represents official
CCP opinions, and is offered free to
all foreign visitors. They are usually
foundinlobbies orbusiness centresin
all major PRC hotels.

This particular issue makes the fol-
lowing statements which relate to re-
ligious prosyletization in China:

(a) "....itis imperative for China to
draft more legislation concerning reli-
gious activity, as atthe moment there
are many loopholes inthe law. These
must include regulations to check the
activities of self-appointed preachers,
punishments for those who break the
law under the cloak of religious activ-
ity, and the powers to disband reac-
tionary organizations colluding with
overseas hostile religious forces." (p.
6)

(b)"....in China, some people have
deceived the masses and carried on
illegal activities under the cloak of
religion. Some foreignreligious forces
have also taken advantage of religion
to engage in infiltration activities, and
even encite people to create distur-

bances and damage social stability."
(continued on page 11)
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From the editor:

For years | resisted my fellow SJI
Board members in their desire to drop
the word "occasional” from the Points
East masthead. Then, after publish-
ing P.E. regularly for 4 years, ! suc-
cumbed to their demand. Now | find it
nearly impossible to maintain a publi-
cation schedule! Analysis please, Dr.
Freud. ..

Seriously, if any of you are irate or
distraught because of my erraticways,
please understand that P.E., like the
Sino-Judaic Institute itself, is an all-
volunteer organization, a labor of love
for us all. We can use your help too.
Renew your memberships, give gift
memberships, promote knowledge
about SJI among your friends, invite
an SJI speaker to fown and hold a
program, wrile an article or letter, donate
to our special projects in China.

I'dlike to close volume five of Poinis
Eastwith a personal salute to my friends
and colleagues in the SJI, those both
on and off the Board, whose dedica-
tion and hard work over these past
years has made our organization the
success it has become. It's been a real
pleasure working together. Thanks.

Anson Laytner

Points East:
A Publication of the Sino-Judaic
Institute
Anson Laytner, Editor
Editorial Office: (206) 443-5400
2031 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98121

The Sino-Judaic Institute

232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
(415) 323-1769

Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion. The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do
not necessarily express the viewpoints and
positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.
President, Albert E. Dien; 1st Vice-Presi-
dent, Joshua Stampfer; 2nd Vice-Presi-
dent, Michael Pollak; Editor, Anson Laytner;
Corres. Secretary, Rena Krasno; East Coast
Director, Arnold Belzer; Treasurer,Norman
Fishman; Honored Founder, Louis
Schwartz; Board of Directors, Arthur H.
Rosen, Chair, Wendy Abraham, Arnold Bel-
zer, Marshall Denenberg, M.D., Leo Gabow,
Phyllis Horal, Frederic Kaplan, Ronald L.
Kaye, M.D., Lawrence Kramer, Professor
Donald D. Leslie, Dennis Leventhal, Professor
Andrew Plaks, Marvin Tokayer; Counsel,
Robert Grodsky; Advisory Council, Profes-
sor Betsy Gidwitz, Professor |. |. Glass, Allan
E. Ross, Professor Johanna Spector

IN THE FIELD

« PEONY REISSUED
SJIBoard member Wendy Abraham
is the author of the Afterword to the
newly published novel Peony by
Pearl S. Buck. The book, reissued in
an expanded and illustrated edition,
tells the highly fictionalized story of a
Kaifeng Jewish family around 1850.
It is available, in hard or soft cover,
from either the Bloch Publishing Co.
orthe Biblio Press, both in New York
City.

« DENNIS LEVENTHAL IN CHINA
Dennis visited Kaifeng on June 15-
16, and has wrriten substantial memos
concerning what he found there. In
the first, he described what he found
in Kaifeng, including the good news
that the stelae are not being so mis-
treated as had been earlier reported,
and that it was the intention of the
museum to install them in the fourth
floor roombefore the end of the year.
There was also some discussion
with Wang Yisha about the possibil-
ity of establishing a non-governmen-
tal research association to handle
Judaic studies affairs in Kaifeng, with
which SJI might have cooperative
academic relations.

The second proposal brought for-
ward by Dennis is to establish a
publication series for materials re-
lated to research on the history of
Chinese Jews and Judaism in China.
This project would be a cooperative
one, with SJl and the Jewish Histori-
cal Society of Hong Kong working in
conjunction with the Chinese schol-
ars.

Dennis Leventhal also has sent a
long and detailed report concerning
his meetings with various scholars
during his last trip to China. In Shang-
hai, Dennis met with Profs. Zhu and
Pan, of the SJSA, who told him of
plans now underway to rebuild the
Kaifeng synagogue, and to put up
plaques in Shanghai. They discussed
the Sino-Judaic exhibit, the Wiesen-
thal Holocaust exhibit, and their work
in translating Judaica. The channel
for the delivery of the Encyclopedia
Judaica was clarified. A meeting of
Chinese scholars of Judaic studies
is scheduled for November.

«CHINESE TO VIEW "GENOCIDE"
In what is believed to be the first-
ever agreement betweenthe world's
largest television network and a

Jewish organization, China Central(

Television has agreed to broadcast
'Genocide’, the Wiesenthal Center's
Academy Award-winning Holocaust
documentary.

Word of the cultural breakthrough
was conveyed by Huang Yizhong,
head of China's nationwide network's
Department of International Pro-
grams, during a recent meeting in
Beijing with Wiesenthal Center As-
sociate Dean, Rabbi Abraham Coo-
per.

"During our meeting Mr. Huang
indicated that the film was accepted
in part, as a gesture of friendship to
the American Jewish community,”
Rabbi Cooper noted. "For our part,
the Center hopes that the screening
of this documentary to a potential
audience of someone billion will help
the people of China to better under-
stand the history, values, and con-
cerns of the Jewish community."

* POINTS EAST IN THE LIBRARIES

The number of libraries which re- (
ceive Points East continues to grow. '

This month the Jewish Public Li-
brary, Montreal subscribed. Other
libraries which have subscribed in-
clude Cornell University Library, New
York Public Library, and Hebrew
Union College Library, Los Angeles.
In addition, subscriptions are sent
gratis to the University of Maryland,
which maintains an archive of East
Asian newsletters, andthe Library of
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
We are listed with two subscription
services: Faxon Company of
Westwood, MA and Ebsco, of Bir-
mingham, AL.
« COMMUNICATIONS
Rabbi Stampfer met a Dr. Cac Cowen
of Zhengzhou University, who was a
visiting scholar at Portland State
University, and who introduced him
to a friend named Dr. Zhang Sui, of
Shanghai University, who has writ-
ten a book entitled "Hebraic Culture
and the Chinese Jews." He also has

a complete set of the Jewish Morn- |

ing Newspaper, published in Shang-
hai. Rabbi Stampfer is intrigued by
his claim of a substantial history of
Jews in Tibet.

In addition to closer marketing ties,
Japn is now purchasing diamonds
fromlsrael. Thefirstlsraeli-Japanese
diamond processing plant was estab-
lished in Beit Shean.

These initiatives led to a 21% in-
crease in Japanese exports to Israel
from 1988 to 1989.

Still, many large Japanese firms
such as Mazda openly participate in
the economic boycott of Israel. The
Japanese government has urged these
companies not to comply with the
boycott, but has not taken steps to
negotiate a bilateral trade agreement
with Israel.

ISRAEL'S BEIJING LIAISON
BUREAU SAID TO HERALD
DIPLOMATIC LINKS

By Ted Plaftker
reprinted from the Jerusalem Post 6/17/90

BEIJING — Israel on Friday formally
opened its Academic Liaison Office

here, its first official representation
ever in China. Many western diplo-
mats believe the presence of such an
office — run by the Israel Academy of
Sciences and Humanities — in the
Chinese capital is a significant step to-
wards the establishment of diplomatic
relations.

Friday's opening ceremony was
attended by nearly 200 Chinese and
foreign guests. Among the former were
officials of the Ministry of Health, the
Ministry of Foreign Trade, and the
Ministry of Agriculture. Many Chinese
businessmen and academics also
attended.

The Vice President of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Sun Honglie,
gave a speech welcoming the Israelis
to China.

The liaison office, with a staff of
three headed by Dr. Yosef Shalhevet,
is a counterpart of China's govern-
ment-run travel bureau which opened
in Tel Aviv in February. The agree-
ment to exchange representatives was
reached following discreet contacts at
the United Nations in the fall of 1987
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between then-Chinese foreign minis-
ter Wu Xuegian and then-foreign
minister Shimon Peres.

The two countries have no diplo-
matic relations, butthere are frequent
press reports of extensive arms deal-
ings, which both deny.

Shalhevet and his deputy, Yoel
Guilatt, have outlined six priority ar-
eas for cooperation: agriculture, lan-
guage study, environmental protec-
tion, public health, dry lands ecology,
and alternative energy sources.

The function of the liaison office,
says Shalhevet, is "to facilitate coop-
eration between China and Israel in
science, intechnology, and in cultural
activities."

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE STILL AVAILABLE

The Sino-Judaic Institute has published a number of reprints which have been distributed gratis to the membership at the time
of the printing, but not to those who joined the Institute at a later date. We now wish to make these available to those who did
not receive a copy when initially distributed. These reprints are available to members of the Institute for the asking. We would
appreciate a contribution to help pay for the cost involved in distributing these.

Samuel Sokobin, "A China-London Jewish Literary Mystery." With a tribute to the memory of the author

by Michael Pollak.

Samuel Sokobin, "Knee Breeches and Tricorns.”

Samuel Sokobin, reprint of excerpts from "Fac-similes of the Hebrew manuscripts obtained at the Jewish
Synagogue in K'ae-fung-foo,” Shanghai, 1851.

"A Genesis Manuscript from the Synagogue at Kaifeng," with an introduction by Sara Irwin.

“The Four Questions as they were asked centuries ago at Passover Seders in the heart of China."

In addition to the above reprints which are available gratis, we have The Sino-Judaic Bibliographies of Rudolf Loewenthal,
edited by Michael Pollak. This volume contains three bibliographies originally published in various hard-to-find journals in 1939-
46, and, as Michael Pollak points out in his fine introduction, the importance of these bibliographies to the study of Sino-Judaic
history can scarcely be overstated. This volume, printed by the Hebrew Union College Press, Cincinnati in association with
the Sino-Judaic Institute in 1988, is available for a contribution of $25 or more.

Finally, back issues of POINTS EAST, except for Vol. 1, No. 1, are available for $5 each.

Please send requests to:

SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE 232 Lexington Drive *+ Menlo Park, CA 94025
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severed by Sihanouk In 1965, were not resumed until
1969. Indeed, one of the reasons for establishing the
embassy was to serve as local observers on behalf of
the United States.

6. On June 23, 1954, Joseph Linto (residing In
Tokyo) presented his letter of credence as first (non-
resident) ambassador. On November 26, 1958, Mor-
dechai Kidron presented his letter of credence as first
resident ambassador in Thailand.

7. For details see Keopheomihae Sanguan, "Oil
Dependence and Thali Foreign Policy Behavior during
the Arab-lsraeli War of October 1973," Ph.D. disserta-
tion, Narthern lllinols University, 1985.

8. From Aug. 28, 1964, to Jan. 11, 1966, an Israeli
diplomat, Moshe Yagar, resided in Kuala Lampur as
charge d'affaires par interim.”

9. Shimon Avimor, "Laos in\m neuen Indochina,”
ASIEN, 15 (April 1985}, pp.47-75.

10. Until 1971, the Israell Ambassador to Thailand
was also accredited as non-resident ambassador to
Laos. From 1971 under the end of relations (1976), the
ambassadors in Phnom Penh served as non-resident
ambassadors.

11. C. Hart Schaaf & Russel H. Fifield, The Lower
Mskong: Challenge to Cooperation in Southeast Asia,
Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co., 1963.) Hart Shaafhas
been theinfluential director of the "Mekong Committee”
since 1959.

12. Shimon Avimorand Hanan S. Aynor (eds.): The
Role of the Israel Labour Movement in Establishing
Relations with States in Africaand Asia, Vol. |, Tel Aviv-
Jerusalem, 1989, pp. I-X.

13. David Ben-Gurion, *Towards a New World,"
Israel Yearbook 1960/1961, Jerusalem, Government
Printer ("Light unto the Nations", Is taken from the
Bible, Isaiah 42.\:6).

14. Shimon Avimore (ed.): "Relations between
Israel and Asian and African States: A Guide to Se-
lected Documentation, No. 5: Union of Burma, Jerusa-
lem 1989.

15. The mission, led by U Kyaw Nyein and Thakin
Chit Maung, stayed in Israel from October 1 to 10,
1952,

16. Shimon Avimor and Hanan Aynor (eds.)., The
Role of the Israel Labour Movement, and Shimon
Avimor, op. cit.

17. On Nov. 8, 1949, the French Parliament voted
to grant the three Indochina states the status of "Asso-
ciated states within the framework of "L'Union Fran-
caise.” On February 7, 1950, the following note from
the French Legation in Tel-Aviv was received at the
Foreign Ministry:

" ...de reconnaitre |la personalite internationale
du Vietnam, du Cambodge et du Laos, et en
consequence souhaite que son gouvemement
soit reconnue pas les Etats etrangers”. ..
Most Western states acted upon this invitation, but not
Israel, probably upon the advice of its Minister in Paris.

18. Negotiations about the establishment of diplo-
matic relations were held in Phnom Penh (Cambodia)
by the respective Ambassadors of the Republic of
Vietnam and Israel. The imminent signing of the proto-
col embarrassed the Cambodian authorities so the
protocol had to be signed in semi-secrecy.

19, With note P.P. 90/VP/Mdated April 4, 1973, the
Embassy of the Republic of Vietnam informed the
Embassy of Israel in Phnom Penh that Yair Aran had
been accepted by Vietnam as Israel's Ambassador to
Saigon.

20. Twenty-five states (or twenty-six if divided
Vietnam is taken into account) were officially invited;
others, like Cyprus (Makarios) and even the ex-Mufti of
Jerusalem, participated as observers. Ten Arab and
Muslim states officially participated. Southeast Asian
participants were: Burma, Cambedia, Indonesia, Phil-
ippines, and Thailand.

21. See Hacohen's detailed letter to the Foreign
Ministry dated Jan. 1, 1955. During this period he
pressured Prime Minister U Nu beyond what Is ac-
cepted in diplomatic usage. Inavery unorthodox move
for an accredited diplomat, Hacohen addressed nine
cabinet ministers who belonged to the Burmese So-
cialist Party . . . "notin my capacity as an Israel official

representative . . . but as an Israeli socialist comrade
residing in Rangoon . . . " (circular letter dated May 4,
1955).

22. From 1941 to 1952 Sihanouk was the quite
docile King of Cambodia under French domination
(Protectorate, Unlon Francaise) with a short Japa-
nese-sponsored independence in 1945. In 1953 he
successfully led the political struggle for total inde-
pendence from France and at the first Geneva Confer-
ence (1954) managed to obtain international recogni-
tion of undivided Cambodia. In 1955 he abdicated as
king in order to become the semi-autocratic political
leader (Chef d'Etal) of Cambodia. In 1970 Sihanouk
was removed by General Lon Nol. In exile, he con-
sented to become the head of the GRUNC (Gouveme-
ment Revolutionaire Unife Nationale du Cambodge),
dominated by the CommunistKhmer Rouge. When the
Khmer Rouge became rulers of Kampuchea (Cambo-
dia) (1975-1979), Sihanouk was again deposed and
kept under strict house arrest until January 1979. In
1982, he joined the tripartite coalition government of
Democratic Kampuchea, which held Cambodia's seat
at the UN.

23. Speech to peasants at Beng Khtum, Dec. 23,
1968.

24. Speech to peasants at Rattanak Mondul, Dec.
23, 1968.

25. Some relevant documents: (1) Letter to Ben-
Gurion dated Aug. 6, 1963. (2) Sihanouk-inspired
article titled "L'Amitie Khmero-Arabe" published in
"Nouvelle Depeche” (Phnom Penh) No. 27, October
1867. However, it must also be mentioned that there
also exist some more evenhanded observalgions and
Sihanouk firmly rejected Egyptian protests against the
1967 establishment of the Israell Embassy in Phnom
Penh.

26. Interview granted to the weekly Afrique-Asie,
published by Agence France Presse in Paris on Mar.
20, 1975, published March 21, 1975 by Lao Presse
(Vientiane).

27. "Office of the Personal Representative of
H.R.H. Prince Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia and
Asia,"” Bangkok, Thailand.

28. The author has reason to assume that his
letters and publications about Cambodia or Sihanouk,
published or addressed to the Office in Bangkok, were
brought to the attention of Prince Sihanouk, who re-
plied indirectly. Inaletter dated May 4, 1985, Sihanouk
states inter alia:

(3) "Je ne suis pas hostile a Israel. Mals J'avais
de bien meilleures relations avec les pays et
Chefs d'Etats arabes, en particulier le President
Nasser qui etalt pour mol comme un frere”
(4) "Apres le putsch de Lon Nol, Israel a choisl
a "Republigue Khmere™ de Lon Nol. L'Eypte, la
Syrie, I"Algerie, la Tunisie, I"irak, les deux Yemen
(Nord et Sud) ["OLP ont reconnu de Jure le
GRUNC. Cela explique mon attitude pro-arabe”
In May 1985, three former Israel Ambassadors to
Cambodia, now retired, metand discussed Sihanouk's
attitude toward Israel. With the intention of offering the
Prince a convenient opportunity for a positive gesture
towards Israel, he was informed of the meeting in a
conciliatory and respectful way (letter dated June 3,
1985). Sihanouk indirectly sent mes pensees tres
amicales to the three ex-Ambassadors, but refused
any friendly gesture. He wrote on April 1, 1987:
"Veuillez dire a mes amis Israeliens que je con-
tinue a les estimer et respecter, mais Je ne peux pas
encore 'me manifester’ au plan des relations avec
Israel, Le Prince Ranariddh ne peut pas encore se
rendre en Israel. Et le FUNCINPEC/ANS ne pouvont
pas encore accepter des bourses d'etudes ou d'en-
tfrainement Israeliennes. Mais ma reconnaissance
envers Israel existe. Norodom Sihanouk, (Pekin.)

29. Five million US dollars In fiscal year 1986, later
scaled down to 3.5 million dollars, (see Frederick Z.
Brown, "The Congressional Perspective” in Joseph J.
Zasloff, (ed.), Postwar Indochina, Old Enemies and
New Allies, pp. 264-266.

30. Frederick Z. Brown, op. dif., pp. 264-266: In
1985 "Solarz a liberal par excellence,” emerged as the
most articulate advocate of financial assistance of
Prince Norodom Sihanouk.”

31, See Sihanouk's letter from New York dated

October 7, 1987, to Yasser Arafat.

32. Itis suggested that Israel's main interest in the
reglon is to foster relations with ASEAN states and at
the same time with the dominant regional power, united
Vietnam, which might be expected to adoptin the future
a more even-handed policy towards the U.S. and the
West in general.

33. Inadocument called "Cambodia: Vietnamese |

Proposals for Talks: PLO", published by Sihanouk's
Cabinetin Pyongyang as an "Outline” in August 1987,
it Is stated:

“During April the Palestinian Ambassador Moustapha
Al Saphariny Is a guest every time there are badminton
sessions(l) at Chhang Son ou Palace (The Prince's
Residence In Pyongyang).” This remark is included in
a two-part chronology of Sihanouk's relations with the
PLO. Thefirst, called "Cambodia: Vietnamese Propos-
als for Talks: PLO", describing In a detailed manner
including personal trivia, the contact from 11.4.87.-
29.8.87; the second part is called; "Cambodia: PLO
involvement in the Search for Peace: II* (for the period
7.10.87.-13.12.87.) The tenor of these chronologies is:
"Vietnam has enlisted the assistance of the Palestini-
ans to convey messages to the Prince, in order thatthe
latter agrees to a meeting with representatives of the
pro-Vietnam regime in Phnom Penh". Sihanouk de-
fines the role ofthe PLO leader: "Prince Sihanouk asks
President Yasser Arafat of Palestine to find for him a
large number of Heads of State and Heads of Govern-
ment who accept without reservation the prince's for-
mula™ . ..

34, In 1967 Sihanouk's government during its
confrontation with Thailand about minor border prob-
lems demanded from all states a new recognition of
Cambodia "within Its actual borders”. Although Israel
agreed to grant the recognition as required, Sihanouk
chose to pressure Israel by asking more extreme
formulas from Israel with the purpase of putting pres-
sure on other hesitating countries to comply with
Cambodia's definition of the disputed border, Sihanouk
finally received Israel's recognition as requested.

35. In the past, it would have been impossible for
Israel to vote against these resolutions, together with
the Arab states and the Communist bloc, but absten-
tion as a protest vote now seems possible. To vote
against Vietnamese occupationis also againstIsrael's
interest: (1) Israel Is now more than ever interested to
demonstrate its goodwill toward unified Vietnam. (2)
Israel, almost universally accused as "occupier”,
should not easily condemn Vietnam for aninvasionand
occupation which liberated Cambodia from the Pol Pot
regime and helped to bring some measure of personal
freedom and stability to Cambodia.,

JAPAN-ISRAEL
TIES EXPAND

reprinted from Boycott Report, May, 1990

Japan is taking definitive steps to
improve its trade relations with Israel,
partly in response to a Congressional
complaint that Japan neglected its
trade relationship with Israel.

Recently, Japan assigned a repre-
sentative from the Ministry of Interna-
tional Trade and Industry (MITI) to
investigate Japanese trade opportu-
nities in Israel. This move resulted in
increased Japanese participation in
Israel's high-tech industry. Last year,
Tokyo Ink purchased a subsidiary of
the Israeli company Scitex. Oprotex,
another Israeli company, granted the
Japanese firm Innotech exclusive
marketing rights in Japan.

«MISCELLANEOUS
* The National Public Radio broad-
cast of "The Jews of Shanghai" may
be obtained by sending $15 to Audi-
ence Service, NPR, 2025 M Street,
Washington D.C. 20036.
* A two-day scholarly symposium
on the Jews in China is being pro-
posed by Harvard University's John
K. Fairbank Center for East Asian
Research for August, 1992. SJl is
being consulted regarding speakers
and program.
* Mr. Jin, of the Shanghai Judaic
Studies Association has set up a
company, the Guo-hua International
Economic Consultants, Lid., to serve
as an agency to provide consulting
services and assistance in estab-
lishingtrade contacts, in ordertouse
what profits that accrue for the sup-
port of Judaic studies. Anyone who
has any ideas how we might assistin
this endeavor, please let Al Dien
know.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

August 17, 1990
Dear Editor:

| read with great interest the latest
August 1990 Points East publication
(Vol. 5, No. 2).

My name was mentioned on page 9
- in connection with the interview Dr.
Linda Kuzmack had with me in July
1989 - and | would like to make the
following correction:

| DID NOT RUN THE GHETTO'S
KOSHER CAFETERIA.

Frankly, | cannot understand and
would like to find out where this misin-
formation came from.

Talking about corrections - may |
also bring your attention to page 1
whereitis stated that Mr. S. Sugihara,
the Japanese consul at that time in
Kaunas, Lithuania, was about o se-
cure visas from Curacao, a Dutch
possession, for the Jewish refugees.

This is NOT CORRECT. The visas
to Curacao were issued by the Dutch
Consul who was at that time in Kau-
nas. (You can verify this by checking
with Rabbi Marvin Tokayer, the au-
thor of the Fugu Plan).

Leo Hanin, Encino, CA

September 19, 1990

To the Editor:
| am very glad to tell you that our
exhibition, Judaic Studies in China, is
a complete success. It was closed on
September 12, lasting for more than
three months, much longer than we
originally planned. We use the words
COMPLETE SUCCESS because it
was visited by a large audience. Among
them are Dr. Yoseph Shalhevet, Di-
rector of the Liaison Office of the
Israel Academy of Sciences and
Humanities, three Jewish tourist groups
from the United States, people from
Britain, the USSR, Canada, foreign
teachers and students at Nanjing
University, besides several thousand
Chinese. The Nanjing TV Station
reported it on the opening day. Both
the Jiangsu TV station and the Ji-
angsu radio station reported it. China
Daily, the only English newspaper by
China, carried the news. People who
heard about it but were not able to
come, made telephone calls or wrote
letters to the China Judaic Studies
Association, the sponsor of the ex-
hibit, for further information. So far, at
least 10 newspapers and 6 maga-
zines in five countries carried the news.
It stimulated quite some interest of
Chinese in Jewish subjects. For in-
stance, the interest of the students at
Nanjing University in Judaic studies is
certainly increased. As a result, | am
teaching a course, Introduction to
Judaic Studies, this semester at Nanjing
University. Most of the participants of
this course have seen the exhibit.
They said they wanted to know more
about this subject when they were
asked why they chose it at the first
time we met in class. As far as | know
some discussions have been gener-
ated among Chinese over subjects of
Jewish history, culture, religion, lit-
erature, people, and state. We be-
lieve that the impact of it cannot be

overstated.

Prof. Xu Xin
University of Nanjing
Nanjing China

August 7, 1990

Dear Editor:
I recently received your March 1990
edition from my friend Mr. Theodor
Katz of Stockholm. | found it quite in-
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teresting and was happy to see that
interest is being shown in other as-
pects of Chinese-Jewish affairs other
than the Kaifeng Jews. My own re-
searches have been a look at the
Kaifeng Jews from a religious (Ortho-
dox) point of view, as well as search-
ing for Jews in other parts of China.
Inthe last few years | have beentrying
to find out about Jews in Xinjiang.
Being on the border of Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan, Xinjiang is part of a
cultural and religious (Muslim) unit. It
is hard tobelieve that Jewish immigra-
tion stopped at the Tienshan Moun-
tains, especially when we know trade
was at its peak on the Silk Road when
Jews were at their heights of move-
ment inthe area. The finds of the turn
of the century by Aurel Stein and
others are evidence that at least
merchants did come into China through
Xinjiang. In correspondence with Mr.
Sidney Shapiro, of Beijing, | was told
that several young scholars of the
Xinjiang branch of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences had promised
to research the subject. There are
legends and some folklore of the re-
gion that point to the existence of
Jewish communities but so far noth-
ing concrete. My enquiries to the said
branch of the Academy of Social Sci-
ences and Xinjiang University were
never answered.

Afew years ago, a friend of Kazakh
nationality from Urumaqi, working in
Beijing, informed me that she knew of
Jews in Xinjiang in our time. It seems
that these Jews spoke Russian and
Kazakh and many lived in the border
region, some in Urumgqi. This friend
went searching around for me every
year during her annual vacation at
home. It seems that almost all the
Jews left for Australia after the Cul-
tural Revolution. Nothing has shown
up in my enquiries in Australia, but |
have not given up. Has anyone in the
Sino-Judaic Institute heard anything
about Xinjiang Jews? The only thing
that | have been able to document
was the incident of Mr. Wong (David
Levy) of Shanghai, who claimed to be
a"Sinkiangese" Jew but was probably
an imposter. (See Michael Pollack's
Mandarins, Jews and Missionaries for
more details, as well as the Shanghai




