Page -14-

visitors to China have recorded their
observations of the Chinese Jews,
charting their course of assimilation
into their Chinese environment over
the centuries.

While some have attributed the
reasons for Jewish assimilation into
Chinese society to isolation from the
rest of world Jewry since the Ming
dynasty (1368-1644), if not before, or
the lack of persecution by the Chinese
government, others have posited that
their assimilation was due to the fact
that the Jews took and passed the
Chinese civil service exam in dispro-
portionate numbers to their popula-
tion, leading to their being assigned
cities other than their own, to the
Confucianization of intellectuals, in-

termarriage in their newly adopted
towns and the acculturation of the
Kaifeng Jewish community whichwas
still under their influence.

After first documenting three
hundred years of Western contacts
with the Chinese Jews, this study
explores the possible reasons behind
initial Jewish attraction to the civil
service exam at the time they first
settled in Kaifeng, during the Song
dynasty (960-1279), and to the Chi-
nese educational system which
spawned it, maintaining that the edu-
cational values held by the Jews at
their time of entry into China and
through the time they were most likely
cut off from the rest of world Jewry,
were so similar to those held by the
Chinese at the time that it could not

have done otherwise.

The historical and cultural basis for
the development of both people's
educational values, in particular the
perceived link between the cultivation
of individual and communal ethics
through education, and national sur-
vival, is explored, as are similarities
between Talmudic and Confucian
educational traditions, all of which
encouraged their participation and
success inthe civil service exam, and
resultant assimilation into Chinese
society.

of Kaifeng.
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SHARING SECRETS
An Encounter with the
Dalai Lama: 2 Views

By Moshe Waldoks
Reprinted from Hadassah Magazine
January, 1991

Greetings from near the top of the
world, over the border from the Land
of Snows. It is the last week of Octo-
ber 1990. In September of 1989, two
days before the Dalai Lama won the
Nobel Peace Prize and four days be-
fore Rosh Hashana, six Jewish teach-
ers representing the spectrum of Jew-
ish religious life sat with the leader of
six million Tibetan Buddhists to dis-
cuss the Jewish "secret" of survival.

The earlier successful encounter
prompted this journey to the Dalai
Lama's home-in-exile in Dharamsala,
India. With the help of Dr. Marc Lieber-
man, who was instrumental in estab-
lishing the Tibetan-Jewish Dialogue
that sponsored the meeting in New
Jersey, and Michael Sautman, a Bud-
dhist activist (also of Jewish back-
ground), a remarkable weeklong en-
counter was set in motion.

Dr. Lieberman, a San Francisco
ophthamologist who describes him-
self as "having Jewish roots and
Buddhist wings," obtained a grant
from the Nathan Cummings Founda-
tion to send eight Jewish teachers
(four rabbis and four academics) to
the Tibetan enclave in the foothills of
the Himalayas, a harrowing 16-hour
car ride north of Delhi on the way to
Kashmir, Nepal and Tibet. (Hindu driv-
ers really do believe in reincarnation—
theydriveasifthey're rushingtogetto
their next lives.)

The Tibetans are facing the simul-
taneous threats of exile and moderni-
zation. The Jews had the luxury of
1,700 years from the destruction of
the Second Temple (70 C.E.) to the
coming of modernity after the French
Revolution; the Dalai Lama has had

only 30 years since the Chinese occu-
pation of his homeland to preserve a
ravaged Tibetan-Buddhist culture.

Any interfaith dialogue that brings
together Jews of different persuasions
turns out to be a wonderful Jewish
experience. In candid discussion you
present the most coherent picture of
yourself. We were provided with two
such three-and-a-half-hour sessions.

We opened our first with the tradi-
tional brakha said on meeting a great
sage from among the nations of the
world. This was followed by Rabbi
Zalman Schachter-Shalomi in all his
hasidic finery reciting blessings in
Tibetan. With the help of participant
Nathan Katz, a teacher of Southeast
Asian religion at the University of
Southern Florida and an expertonthe
Jews of India, he had composed a
Tibetan-language  mishebeirakh.
Schacter-Shalomi, one of our most
creative liturgists and storytellers,
presented the highlights of Kabbala,
the Jewish esoteric tradition.

It was in response to this that the
Dalai Lama revealed the unique posi-
tion he has carved out for himself as a
neotraditionalist. After conversing
with the abbots of Tibet's most pres-
tigious monasteries who sat silently
behind him during our meetings, he
turned to us with a wide smile and
chuckled, "Well, they seem to agree
with me (on this esoteric point), and
they're orthodox."

The Dalai Lama is a modern ortho-
dox thinker who constantly strives
toward the Maimonidean and Bud-
dhist "middle way," believing that while
synthesis is not always easy it is al-
ways possible and preferable.

The first session continued with
our own modern Orthodox Rabbi Irv-
ing Greenberg who, as head of the
Center for Learning and Leadership,
is a veteran of inter- and intrafaith
dialogue. Greenberg spoke of the
various strategies Jews have employed

(continued on page 9)

A
DHARAMSALA DIARY

By Nathan Katz

Just priortobeing awardedthe Nobel
Peace Prize last year, His Holiness
the XIVth Dalai Lama of Tibet briefly
met with Jewish leaders at a Buddhist
monastery near New York City. Asthe
spiritual and temporal leader of a
people who had been defeated by
Communist China thirty years ago,
the world's preeminent Buddhist monk
wantedto learnthe "Jewish secret" for
surviving exile. After all, he reasoned,
the Jews had the expertise: 1,900
years of living in the Diaspora, all the
while preserving their distinct religion.
Surely the Tibetan people could bene-
fit from Jewish experience.

As a scholar of South Asian relig-
ions including Tibetan Buddhism, and
as a committed Jew, | was invited to
join a delegation of eight rabbis and
scholars to meet with the Dalai Lama
and Tibetan leaders in Dharamsala, a
hill stationinthe Himalayan foothills of
northern India, seat of the Tibetan
government-in-exile. (Members of the
Jewish delegation included: Rabbi
Yitz Greenberg, Author Blu Green-
berg, Rabbi Zalman Schachter, Rabbi
Jonathan Omar-Man, Prof. Paul
Mendes-Flohr, Rabbi Joy Levitt, Prof.
Moshe Waldocks, Prof. Nathan Katz,
and reporters Rodger Kumenetz and
Shoshana Edelberg.-ed.) What fol-
lows are excerpts from a diary of that
historic meeting between the Jewish
and the Tibetan peoples.

October 21, 1990-en route between

Delhi and Chandigarh
In a four-car convoy driving from Delhi
to Dharamsala, our conversations turns
to theologies of exile.

I relate an 8th century Tibetan proph-
ecy about the destruction of Buddhism

(continued on page 10)



Page -2-

From the editor:

As | write this column, the Gulf Waris
being fought on the outskirts of Kuwait
City; Points Eastfeatures two accounts
of a Jewish-Tibetan encounter which
touch on the Tibetans' grievances with
China; the Soviet Union is attempting to
thwart independence movements in the
Baltic nations; the peoples of Central
Europe are restive; black and white
South Africans remain locked in tense
negotiations; and the Arab-Israeli and
Israeli-Palestinian conflicts are as far
from resolution as they were fifty years
ago. These conflicts (and others too
numerous to mention) prompt the fol-
lowing personal reflection.

In Pirkei Avot, the Sages taught: "The
sword comes into the world for the delay
of justice and for the perversion of jus-
tice..."

The problem with the use of the sword
is that the passions it inflames rarely
encourage a victor to pursue just, sen-
sible and sensitive policies towards the
vanquished. War creates a mentality of
absolutes: one is either ally or enemy;
one's cause good, the other's evil. Post-
war policies all too often mirror this dis-
torted mentality and that is why a peace
may "fail." Peace fails when the parties
failto see thatjustice, ingreaterorlesser

degree, exists on both sides of a conflict.

True peace cannot exist except when
justice is done. Conflicts can never be
fully resolved unless the parties to a
dispute are willing and able to discuss
the relative merits (the justice) of their
respective causes and come to a meet-
ing of minds. To do otherwise is to invite
the sword back into the world at a future
date.

The way of the sword, however, is not
the path to peace. At best, it can serve
as the means to begin a process of
dialogue with one's enemy; at worst, and
more often, it fuels fires of hatred that
may persistforgenerations. Such forces
gain ascendancy when pecple despair
of seeing justice done (for them) and
instead begin to view their world through
the absolutist prism of the extremist.

Only by pursuing justice canthe sword
be banished. By pursuing justice, we
pursue peace. Andpeace becomes pos-
sible only when enemies are willing to
grant the other that which they would
have the other grant them. The "Golden
Rule” may be the most universally-
ignored universal principle ever con-
ceived, andthat, myfriends, is the folly—
perhaps the tragedy—of our species.

Anson Laytner
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IN THE FIELD

¢« KAIFENG DELEGATION VISITS
U.S.A.
A delegation from Kaifeng, consist-
ing of Sun Guanghua, acting mayor;
Wang Mingxuan, vice secretary-
general ofthe People's Government
of Kaifeng; and our old friend Liu
Wengqing, manager of the Dongjing
Hotel; stopped in San Francisco on
their way to their sister city of Wic-
hita. Al Dien took them sightseeing
andto lunch on Saturday, Nov. 17th.

* CHINESE "ENCYCLOPEDIA
JUDAICA"
Prof. Xu Xin, who mounted the very
successful exhibiton Chinese schol-
arship on Judaism at Nanjing Uni-
versity, now has a new project. This
is the compilation of an encyclope-
dia on Judaism written in Chinese.

« CENTER FOR ISRAEL STUDIES
Hu Gang, the Director of this new
research group in Shanghai, and

Huang Xinyi, deputy president of the
Chinese Institute for Peace and
Development, of which the Center
for Israel Studies is a branch, visited
San Francisco ontheir way from the (
East Coast back to China. Al Dien
met with them on Tuesday, Nov. 20,
andthediscussion lasted for several
hours. They explored ways in which
we might cooperate: the exchange
of materials, possible joint confer-
ences, and so forth.

*JEWISH STUDIES AT NANJING
UNIVERSITY
108 students have registered for the
course "Jewish Culture" which the
China Judaic Studies Association
offers to the student body at Nanjing
University in the coming spring
semester. We were also told that
some more students might be added
to it since the course is open for the
first two weeks when the new term
begins.

« REPORT ON VISIT TO KAIFENG
Dean S. Schuman, who visited China
recently, wrote recently to Leo Ga-
bow about his experiences in Kaifeng.
He said that the 1483 and 1552
stelae have been placed in a vertical
position, while the 1679 stone is (
placed horizontally. Schuman does
not identify the year of the stones,
but from his description, it is clear
which are meant. He also included a
drawing of the room, which he iden-
tifies as the third floor, rather than
the fourth, but he may be using the
English system of numbering. At
present, the room on the fourth floor
of the Museum with the stelae is
locked. If a group wants to see the
stelae, they must make that request
before arriving in Kaifeng.

« MIRIAM PETRUCK
Al Dien met with Miriam, who previ-
ously taught Hebrew at Beijing Uni-
versity. She has a Ph.D. in Linguis-
tics from UC, Berkeley, with a major
in Hebrew, and she now teaches
Hebrew at UC, Davis, but lives in
Berkeley. She is very enthusiastic
about her experiences in China, and
would like to go back to teach an-
other class, but wants first to find a
job here that she could come back |
to. She wants to become involved in |
SJI, and her first project is to compile
a list of materials on lIsrael which
would be useful to researchersin

tolerance, its slow development and
its fear of anything foreign! The settle-
ment of Jews in China began already
inthe second centruy B.C., during the
Han dynasty.*

For105years (from168t063B.C.)
the Jews had defended themselves
with incredible heroism, but tens of
thousands were killed or forced to
disperse in many different countries:
the Greek Islands, Asia Minor, Asia —
including China, in which country they
were immediately granted civil rights.

InChinathere was nevera "Jewish
Problem," nor did the Chinese know
what was antisemitism. In this re-
spect, it is important to quote the

BOOKS FOR SALE
"JEWISH LANDMARKS IN BOMBAY
cITY"

This publication was recently released
by the Youth Group of the Jewish Reli-
gious Union, Bombay. It costs $10. Make
your check out to the order of Jewish
Religious Union, Youth Group, and mail
it directly to Mr. Elijah S. Jacob, Presi-
dent, Youth Group, Jewish Religious
Union, Sanjana Mansion, Flat No. 6,
Sussex Road, near Victoria Gardens,
Bombay 400 027, India. Write a letter to
Mr. Jacob giving your name and full
address and request a copy of this
publication.

"A DREAM REALISED"

On the occasion of the birth centen-
ary of Dr. Jerusha Jhirad, ORT India
published the booklet "A Dream Real-
ised". This autobiography of Dr. Jerusha
Jhirad has been expanded upon by her
niece Dr. Abigail Jhirad.

"ORT SCHOOL MAGAZINE-CUM-
SOUVENIR"

ORT India will celebrate 30 years of
ORT in India. For this occasion the
School Magazine-cum-Souvenir will be
issued.

Money sent to ORT-India is tax de-
ductible.

Make out a check for $25 to the order
of ORT-India and mail it directly to Mr.
R. Jhirad, Director, ORT-India, P.O.
Box 16233, Mazagaon, Bombay 400
010, India. Write a letter to Mr. Jhirad
giving him your name and full address
and request copies of both publications.
"MARATHI KIRTANS"

A cassette tape of Bene-Israel Kir-
tans is available from Mrs. Flora Samuels,
13 ltzak Sadeh Street, Azor 58011,
Israel. Please write Mrs. Samuels di-

rectly if you are interested.

testimony of a very well-educated
Chinese gentleman who was also
familiar with Jewish culture. At the
beginning of last year, the Chinese
military attache in Paris, General
Tcheng-Ki-Tong, published in the
newspaper Le Gaulois (February 2,
1890), an article headed "Jews in
China" in which he ridicules antisemi-
tism. In his opinion, antisemitism only
proves the inferiority of European
culture that regards everything Chi-
nese with such contempt. The gen-
eral compares the way Jews were
treated in China with their situation in
Europe.

"Jews," says General Tcheng-Ki-
Tong, "arrivedin Chinaduringthe Han
dynasty in the second century B.C.
They explained to the Chinese au-
thoritiesthatthey had beencompelled
to flee their homelands where efforts
had been made to force them to change
the faith of their fathers. The Jews
have Sacred Scriptures, books in which
they are taught to respect their par-
ents, to love their neighbors as much
as themselves, and are categorically
forbidden to do any evil. Jews are
even commanded to help their ene-
mies if they are in need. When Jews
lived in their own native country, they
gave — according to Jewish law —
part of their harvest to widows, or-
phans and strangers. In China, it was
found that these moral precepts had
much incommon withtheteachings of
our philosopher Confucius. Jews also
told us that they believe in one God
and are not idol worshippers — which
is also the philosophy of Confucius.
All this as well as their culinary and
hygenic laws are recognized in China
as being very good and logical, and
thatis why our forefathers in China did
not delay in giving them full civil rights.
Jews have lived for 2000 years in the
lovely region of Honan, especially in
Kaifeng-fu. We have never found any
reason to complain about them and
we have never done them any evil.
We never enclosed them in a ghetto
where they were separated from the
rest of the population. They are only
different from other Chinese because
they follow certain special sanitary
rules and celebrate holidays
whichremind them of the time when
they were an independent nation. This
does not bother us in the least. In
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China Jews were never forbidden to
exercise any profession or craft. There
was never a question of limiting them
to trade in junk. Jews in China work in
all kinds of trades. Among them you
find farmers, builders, traders, doc-
tors and so forth. The Sacred Scrip-
tures permit Jews to read, and that is
why they are generally well educated.
This, of course, is very pleasant for
the educated people of China. ltis not
seldom that Jews pass brilliantly the
most difficult examinations and then
are entrusted with important adminis-
traive and political functions. In these
examinations every candidate is obliged
to give information about his family
and his ancestors, but nobody is ever
asked about his religion. Religion is
exclusively the matter of each per-
son's conscience.

"lamfully convinced of the fact that
when it comes to human understand-
ing, a great number of Europeans do
not know what religious freedom
means, whereas tolerance was long
ago an accepted fact in China."

*{As a point of information, although
there is a belief that Jews had arrived
in China during the Han, it is most
likely that the Kaifeng community dates
from the Sung dynasty (960-1279)}.

BOOK NOOK
Reprinted from Dissertation
Abstracts International vol. 50 no. 4
October 1989
The Role of Confucian and Jewish
Educational Values in the Assimi-
lation of the Chinese Jews of
Kaifeng, supplemented by West-
ern observer accounts, 1605-1985.
Abraham, Wendy Robin, Ed.D. Co-
lumbia University Teachers College,
1989. 331 pp. Sponsor: William C.

Sayres

Order Number DA 8913096
Archaeological evidence dates the
existence of Jewish traders from Persia
and Yemenin Chinese Territorytothe
8th century C.E. Although mentioned
tangentially inwritings by Arabtraders
and European travellers since the 9th
century, it was not until 1605 that the
first account of a meeting between a
Westerner and a Chinese Jew was
recorded. Since that time scores of
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Perhaps the most fruitful of all
exchanges, especially from a Tibetan
point of view occurs as Blu Green-
berg tells the Dalai Lama about the
Jewish home, the unique forms of ob-
servance and transmission reserved
forthe family. The DalaiLama's fasci-
nation with our home-centered obser-
vances makes me appreciate the
singularity of Jewish traditions.

Finally, Joy Levitt speaks about
Jewish community institutions—the
synagogue foremost among them, but
also federations, Zionist alliances,
religious schools and burial societies.
Clearly the Tibetans are intrigued by
implications for organizing their own
community, which is even more at-
tenuated than our own.

After the presentations, | raise a
painful issue withthe Dalai Lama; that
of Jews who embrace other faiths,
including Tibetan Buddhism. The Dalai
Lamaistaken aback somewhat by my
comment. The Buddhist attitude is not
to seek converts, but at the sametime
it makes no distinction among peoples.
Anyone who wants the teachings of
the Buddhais entitled to them; religion
knows no national boundary. His
advice, however, is both understand-
ingand sage:"lf you wantto keep your
people in your religion, then you must
open your doors to esotericism. If you
have esoteric traditions to offer them,
then they will not wantto leave." He is
right.

Yitz sums things up: "As a result of
exile, the Dalai Lama went from being
a god to being a man. And he has
grown enormously in the process."
After dinner, we load luggage and
newly-purchased Tibetancarpets into
our cars for the fifteen hour overnight
drive back to New Delhi.

October 31st - New Delhi

Onour last day in India, | take Blu,
Zalman and journalist Rodger
Kamenetz on a whirlwind tour of reli-
gious centers. Not ancient monuments
however beautiful, but living shrines

are my focus. The day is as uplifting

as it is exhausting; we are in India,
after alll

On our last day in India, | take our
delegation to meet my old friend, Ezekiel
Isaac Malekar, shamash and lay chaz-

zan of the New Delhi's synagogue,
Judah Hyam Prayer Hall. Only about
a half-dozen Indian Jewish families
remain in Delhi, but together with
diplomats and tourists a minyan is
usually attained on Friday evenings
(Saturday is a working day in India)
and holidays. Yitz leads prayers—
Sefardi style, in deference to local
custom—so beautifully that we linger
over one additional prayer after an-
other, our spiritual farewell to India.
November 1st - New Delhi

Everyone else has left. | am stay-
ing onin New Delhi for a few days and
meet with leaders of the city's Tibetan
and Jewish communities to report on
our dialogue—as well as to do some
shopping! It also gives me some time
to think about the past two weeks.

For an observant Jew, participa-
tion in this sort of dialogue must raise
issues of avodah zarah, a derogatory
term meaning "other people's wor-
ship"—something to be avoided by
observant Jews. Is Tibetan Buddhism
avodah zarah, or is it another name of
G-d? Blu said that when she told her
father where she was going, he was
even more upset than when she had
supported women's ordination, and
he began studying Talmudictractated
on avodah zarah. What is relatively
easy fora modern secularistis loaded
with difficulties for someone tradition-
ally religious. Yet the question is not
simple. There are ample Halakhic
authorities, from Sa'adia Gaon to
Maimonides, who held quite liberal
views regarding other religions. Yet
somehow this liberal thread has re-
ceded into the background of Ortho-
doxy, and more rigid views have been
foregrounded. There is no monolithic
view in the texts, and Yitz and Blu are
struggling to uphold a perspective that
is simultaneously Orthodox and open
to otherness, to the modern world.
Not an easy task.

Coming out of this dialogue, we
have all learned something about the
Tibetan people, their remarkable cul-
ture, and their heroic efforts to main-
tain that culture in exile. More impor-
tant, however, is that all of us now
know ourselves differentlythan we had
before. Of course, we learned a great
deal from the other Jewish delegates;
it was a notably learned, diverse and
articulate group. Deeperthanthat, we

now have seen ourselves reflected by
anew other, a Tibetan other, an other
which knows us in respect and affec-
tion. And having seen this reflection of

respect and affection, we can gener- |

ate those feelings towards ourselves.
We Jews have always felt ourselves
tobe a "light unto the nations," that we
have something valuable to offer the
world. How marvelous it has been to
meet eager recipients of our mes-
sage, and how singularly rare! Dia-
logue, it is said, transforms both par-
ticipants; and so this one did.
Shabbat services in New Delhi are
particularly lovely. During 1986-87,
my wife and | spent a year with the
Jews of Cochinin South India, and the
haunting Indian cantillation is welcome
and familiar. Community elder Ezra
Kohlet blesses my return journey which
spans some thirty hours from New
Delhi until | alight in Tampa.
Nathan Katz is Professor of Religious
Studies at the University of South Florida.
His participation in the delegation was
supported by grants from the Nathan A
Cummings Foundation, New York, and
from USF.

"JEWS IN OLD CHINA"

(The following is acondensedtranslation,
prepared by Rena Krasno, of an article
from the Russian which appeared in a
recent issue of the Bulletin of the Igud
Yotzei Sin {Association of Former Resi-
dents of China} in Israel, the offices of

which are located at 13 Gruzenberg Str.,

Tel Aviv, P. O. Box 1601, 61000, Israel.)

Last winter a friend of our organiza-
tion and subscriber to the Bulletin,
Prof. Boris Bressler, visited our of-
fices. He had settled in Jerusalem,
studied Hebrew in an ulpan, and had
given several lectures in his special
field. Prof. Bressler also kindly agreed
to put into order the historical docu-
mentary archives in Bet Ponve. He
drew our attentionto an item concern-
ing the Kaifeng Jews from the per-
sonal archives ofthe late Leo Gershe-
vich.

From the book The Misunderstand-
ing, by Prof. M.L. Peskovsky, St.
Petersburg, 1891.

The first country that accepted Jews

and gave them complete equality was
not one of the European kingdoms,
but China, renowned for its narrow in-

China. She will be collecting reading
lists from courses taught at Berkeley,
to provide an initial list for this pur-
pose.

REPORT FROM A STANFORD
STUDENT

Toby Myers, who has come to Stan-
ford as a graduate student in the
History Department, spent the last
year or so working at the Palace
Museum in Taiwan. She told two
interesting things: 1) a friend of hers
was visiting Kaifeng in the mid-1980's.
When the driver of a taxi he was
riding inlearned that he was Jewish,
he was taken to the home of Ai
Fengmian, who greeted him and told
him that he had been a delegate
from the Jewish minority to Beijing in
1952. 2) While attending a seder at
the Jewish Center in Taipei, Toby
had sat opposite a woman who turned
out to be arefugee from Russia who
had fled to China after the Revolu-
tion and had settled for some years
in Urumgqi. That woman claimed that
there was stilla Jewish community in
Urumgi, which is the capital of Xinji-
ang, in northwest China. It seems
that she has adaughterin San Fran-
cisco, and may have already immi-
grated here.

REPORT FROM PHYLLIS HORAL
IN LONDON

She reports that the Bet Hatefutsoth
exhibition onthe Jews of Kaifeng will
open in London in November at the
new Liberal Jewish Synagogue. This
should attract much media attention
becausethis isthefirst synagogue to
be builtin London for many years. At
her suggestion, SJl materials will be
sentto Londeonintime for the exhibit.
EARLY REFERENCE TO JEWS IN
A CHINESE SOURCE

Prof. Gong Fangzhen, of Shanghai,
sent a reprint of an article he has
recently published on the Jewish
merchants along the Silk Road, in
which he cites areference to Jews in
a Chinese translation of a Manichaean
text, which would originally have been
written in Sogdian or another Iranian
dialect. The term is shi-hu, from the
New Persian Jahud or Juhud. This
text dates from the 6th to 8th centu-
ries, and so could be the earliest
suchreference yetfoundinChinese.
Of course, it does not demonstrate
that Jews were in China, only that

mention of them had reached China.

» POLLAK BOOK AVAILABLE
Mike Pollak's book, Mandarins, Jews
and Missionaries, published bythe
Jewish Publication Society, 1930
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA
19103-4599, is on sale for $5.00.
This is an excellent opportunity to
stock up with a very nice gift for
friends, bar/bat mitzvah presents,
etc.

* FROM THE ASIA-PACIFIC
JEWISHASSOCIATION
—Asian-Jewish Dialogue
The Asia Pacific Jewish Association
has published the proceedings of
the Second Asian-Jewish Colloquium
held over two years ago in Hong
Kong. Entitled The Jews and Asia:
Old Societies, New Images, the 150-
page publication contains both the
papers delivered and a transcription
of the discussion which ensued at
the conference.

Over 30 leading Jewish and Asian
academics, together with distin-
guished political leaders and think-
ers - amongst them Sir Zelman
Cowen, Malcolm Fraser and Thanat
Khoman (former Deputy Prime Min-
ister of Thailand) - discussed issues
relating to cultural perceptions, the
emergence of stereotypes, the
'stranger' phenomenon in society,
identity and national identity.

The proceedings, which contain some
outstanding papers, are available from
the APJA offices, P.O.B. 5402 CC,
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 3001.
—Indonesia Jewish Aid

APJA again organised the despatch
of several cartons of matzot to Indo-
nesia for use during Pesach by Jewish
families in Jakarta and Surabaya.
Additionally, twenty-four Haggadot
were sent to APJA's Jakarta-based
contact, Mr. David Mussry who,
together with Jewish members of
foreign embassies and consulates,
organised a communal seder.
Funding for the 'project’, since its
inception somethree years ago, has
been provided by the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee as part
of its support for small Jewish com-
munities in the diaspora.

« MISCELLANEQUS

- Chiara Betta finished her disserta-
tion on Shanghai Jews and it was
accepted. Way to go, Chiara!
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- Wendy Abraham obtained a list of

the holdings of the Royal Ontario

Museum which are associated with

the Kaifeng synagogue. Al Dien will

send a copy of the listto anyone who
wishes to see it.

MODERN HEBREW
LITERATURE
MAKING ITS WAY TO
CHINA

S.Y . Agnon, the well-known mod-
ernHebrew writer of Israel, was totally
ignored in China when he was lau-
reated with the Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture in 1966 because China just be-
gan its 10-year long cultural revolu-
tion, which was declared later by the
Chinese as a castastrophe for the
country and the people.

After a quarter of a century, how-
ever, Agnon cannct hide any more
from the Chinese. A Chinese transla-
tion of his widely-read novella Bil'vav
Yamim (Inthe Heart of the Seas) has
just been published in Contemporary
Foreign Literature, one of the leading
literary quarterlies of foreign literature
in China, with his photo on that edi-
tion's cover.

What's more, the magazine also
carries a critical article on him and his
works. Thisisthe firsttime since 1949
that a Chinese journal has ever pub-
lished articles on a modern Hebrew
writer.

Both the translation and the ac-
companying essay are by Xu Xin, a
professor of Nanjing University. This
was his first effort to translate modern
Hebrew literature into Chinese and to
write essaysonitthough he hastrans-
lated more than six American and
British novels besides a number of
short stories and published a dozen
essays on western literature. His in-
terest has shifted to modern Hebrew
literature after he spent two years in
the United States, where he taught
English chiefly at Chicago State Uni-
versity. During that time he had much
contact with Jewish people and Juda-
ism. He alsc made a short visit to
Israel on his way back to China.

The Chinese translation of Agnon
came out during the time when the
Liaison Office of the Israel Academy




