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XINHUA OPENS ISRAELI
OFFICE

Li Honggi has become the first
Chinese journalistto work from Israel.
A native of Hebei Province, Li left his
position as head of the Xinhua (New
Chinese) News Agency's Middle East
desk in Beijing to establish its Israel
office. Xinhua is China's biggest and
most influential news agency.

ASIAN CULTURE
COURSES IN ISRAEL

The Center for Far Eastern Culture
opened in Israel in 1987 and as of
October, 1991, it offers East Asian
studies in Jerusalem, with the open-
ing of the second branch in the old
Bezalel building.

The courses offered includ East-
ern Rites and Festivals, Indian, Chi-
nese and Japanese Art and Asian
Thought and Religion.

But there will be more than mere
exotica on offer. The Center hopes to
set up courses in various more prac-
tical fields such as Japanese Busi-
ness Management.

CHINESE STUDENTS
AT OXFORD

Two Chinese students arrived in
Oxford this week for an intensive
course in Jewish studies, which they
hope will help them combat ignorance
of Jews in their native land.

Ms. Xianju Du, of Peking Univer-
sity, and Mr. Song Gong, of Northern
Jiaotong University - a branch of Pe-
king University - are among 19 stu-
dents participating in the Oxford Cen-
tre for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies'
one-year programme in Jewish stud-
ies.
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— CHINA & INDIA ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL —

ISRAEL'S
MAN BEHIND THE MOVE

excerpted from "An Umbrella on the Road
to Beijjing" by Abraham Rabinovich,
Jerusalem Post International Edition

14 Dec. 1991

Former Foreign Ministry director-
general Reuven Merhav is an advo-
cate of "creative operational diplo-
macy." This involves pragmatic steps
that imaginatively move adversaries
outoftheir confrontational rutto anew
level of interlocking relationships.

Merhav was given full scope to
exercise this sort of diplomatic magic
when he was sent in 1984 to scout out
a country with which Israel had no

‘relations at all - China. He had just

finished an arducus year's stint as
QOur Man in Beirut (head of the lega-
tion established there following the
withdrawal of the IDF).

The Foreign Ministry offered
Merhav the task of reopening lsrael's
consulate in Hong Kong. A consulate-
-general had existed there between
1973-75 but it had been shut down
because of post-Yom Kippur Warbud-
get cuts and the lack of any headway
in making meaningful contacts with
the Chinese.

What prompted renewed interest
was a clause in the agreement signed
by China and Britain calling for a Chi-
nese takeover of Hong Kong by 1896.
The clause permitted any nation with
which China had no diplomatic rela-
tions by that date to continue to main-
tain a legation in Hong Kong after the
takeover. This offered the possibility
of Israel getting its toe in the diplo-
matic door. Before deciding on the
offer, Merhav asked for a month in
Hong Kong to explore the possibili-
ties.

Armed with total ignorance of the
subject, the veteran Arabist spent

the month talking with foreign China-
watchers, with Hong Kong Chinese
and others who could offer an insight
intothe mindset ofthe regime in Beijing.
He learned that the Chinese leaders
were opening up to the world, that
they viewed it more evenhandedly,
that they were very interested in for-
eign technology.

"l concluded that if we work right
and with patience we can in two to
three years have contact with the
Chinese and in five years have repre-
sentation there." Merhav formally re-
established the consulate-general in
1986 with a personal diplomatic rank
of ambassador.

The message he undertook to
transmitin his new post was patience:
there would be noimportuning of China
to establishrelations, no offers of quick
deals. With a tradition of 4,000 years
of governing, China had its ways and
a measured pace was one of them.

(continued on page 7)

INDIA DECIDES
ON FULL TIES

reprinted from The Jerusalem Post
International Edition, 8 Feb. 1992

India announced last week it is
establishing full relations with Israel,
reversing a 40-year policy. An an-
nouncement by Foreign Secretary
J.N. Dixit said the upgrading of rela-
tions was effective immediately.

An lsraeli Foreign Ministry state-
ment announcing full relations said
arrangements for the opening of em-
bassies would be "discussed through
normal channels."

The move had been an issue of
heated debate for several menths, as
India hoped for a seat at the multilat-
eral talks, but Israel insisted on first
establishing full ties.

(continued on page 8)

FACING EAST AND WEST

by Reuven Merhav
excerpted from The Jerusalem Report
27 Feb. 1992

As the initial euphoria over the
establishment of full diplomatic rela-
tions with China and India subsides,
it's now time to take stock.

The most dramatic change has
already taken place: Israel can now
fulfill David Ben-Gurion's great dream
and assume its rightful geographical
role as a West Asian nation facing
both West and East. This was impos-
sible during the strategic regional
blockade imposed on Israel by politi-
cal forces hostile to it. It was aggra-
vated by the total "Bandungization”
of the two Asian giants as of 1955,
when they and another 27 countries
committed themselves at Bandung,
Indonesia, to the principle of non-
alignment—which eventuallybecame
tantamount to an anti-lsrael stand.
Israel was compelled to look west-
ward and to concentrate most of its
political efforts on Western Europe
and the rest of the Western hemi-
sphere. . .

It was the dramatic change on the
international scene — mainly the dis-
memberment of the Soviet empire —
coupled with the slow opening-up of
China and the adoption of a less ideo-
logical, more pragmatic foreign policy
by its leaders, that allowed Israel to
start work mending fences with the
Asian giant.

A great deal of quiet economic
groundwork, mostly through third par-
ties, had already been done in China
sincethelate 1970s. After 1985, initia-
tives were launched at the diplomatic,
scientific, agricultural and cultural lev-
els and a network of contacts estab-
lished — all in preparation for the day

(continued on page 8)
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From the editor:

Just as quickly as it became politically
correct for Chinese officials to begin
interacting with Israelis (see story by
Menachem Shalev), so oo it became
kosher for the American-Jewish estab-
lishment to begin discussing China.

After years of trying unsuccessfully to
interest the national American-Jewish
community relations agenciestoexplore
Jewish-Chinese relations, my efforts
suddenly were rewarded as soon as it
became clearthat China and Israelwere
about to establish diplomatic relations.
At the recently concluded Plenum of the
National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council — the umbrella body
for 117 American Jewish communities
and 11 national agencies — | was finally
given the opportunity to talk about the
work of our Institute to its International
Concerns Task Force.

Although the time allotted 1o me was
brief, | managedto review all aspects of
our work. The respcnse was very posi-
tive and many people and groups ex-
pressed surprise that we had been so
active in a field which to them had just
been opened up. | believe that, as a
result, we will see many more Jewish
groups seeking to capitalize on our work
and build their own bridges with China.
My hope is thatthey willturnto us to help
them in these endeavors.

As grateful as | am for this belated
recognition of our pioneering work, I do
regret the unwillingness of our national
agencies to extend themselves beyond
the confines of Chinese-Israeli relations
when these were poor. For years, we
have argued that Diaspora Jewry could
serve as the vehicle for bettering these
relations, but no one would listen. Who
knows what impact we might have had if
our message had fallen on more recep-
tive ears?

On a happier note, let me say, as |
begin my seventh year as editor of Points
East (time for my sabbatical), that itis an
honour and a privilege to be at this post
for the occasion of China and Israel's
establishment of diplomatic relations.

Anson Laytner

Points East:
A Publication of the Sino-Judaic
Institute
Anson Laytner, Editor
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17th Avenue East, Seattle, WA 98112
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

20 January 1992
Dear Rabbi Laytner,
| would be grateful if you could correct
the erroneous impression you have
given your readers on page 14 of your
October 1991 publication. lamin factin
the final year of my doctoral thesis -
Profile of the Sephardi Jewish Commu-
nity of Shanghai 1844-1956. Last year |
was awarded a Master of Philosophy by
the London School of Economics for
work thatwas assessed on this subject.
I would like to take this opportunity to
let you know how very interesting and
useful | find Points East. On my recent
visitto China | was amazed at how well
acquainted the Chinese academics |
met were with your magazine. They
made constant references to articles
that had appearedin it. lwas pleased to
read that Professor Albert Dien has
prepared an index to the first five vol-
umes of Points East. | for one will find it
invaluable . . .
With best wishes for the continued
success of Points East.
Yours sincerely,
Maisie Meyer
London, England

October 27, 1991
Professor Dien,
...The "Symposium on the Question of
the People of the Middle East” was held
on Oct. 17-18 in Beijing. Taking part

were some twenty experts and schol-
ars, who presented some eleven pa-
pers. During the meeting there was dis-
cussion of the religions ofthe Arabs and
Israelis and the clash between them in
the Middle East. | spoke twice during the |
meeting, the contentbeing to urge China
to improve and develop regular rela-
tions with Israel as soon as possible. On
the morning of the 17th, | made an
impromptu speech on the theme of
"China's reform opening and the con-
nection with the overseas Jews." | said
that I had much interestin the convoking
of the "Symposium on the Question of
the Peoples of the Middle East." Itis not
so much that | have such an interest in
the discussion of Middle East peace as
that | am concerned even more about
theinternationalrelations between China
and lIsrael. If China wants to reform its
openness, then it must give free rein to
its own dominant position. In interna-
tional relations, China has a unigue
leading dominant position, which is to
maintain and to develop the historical
policy of tolerant and friendly treatment
of the Jews; to revive vigorously and
develop the normal relations with the
overseas Jews; to maintain an aloof
attitude toward the Arab-Israeli conflict,
and to truly accord with the five prin-
ciples of "Peaceful Co-existence" asthe
basis of handling foreign policies, and
quickly to establish diplomatic relations
with Israel . . .

Wang Yisha's book "The Chrono-
logical History of the Chinese Jews"
(about 140,000 characters) recently has
been accepted by the Beijing Haiyang
(Ocean) Publisher, and they estimate
that next year it will be published.

Itis reported that Kong Xianyi unfor-
tunately has recently died. When you
use his article, you should explain.

Best wishes,
Zhao Xiangru

P.S. The Chinese Research Institute of
Culture and History, under the leadership
of the author Xiao Qian*, is compiling a
collection entitled "New Compilation of
Culturaland Historical Essays. Each prov-
ince has two chapters, in all there will be
several tens of volumes. All will have the
essay style, the scope is enormous, the
significance very wide. Henan Province
Culture and History Institute has already
invited Wang Yisha to write the draft. He
and | discussed it and have mapped out
ten or twenty subjects, each not to be|(
more than athousand words, which is the
stipulatedformat. Among themmore than
half will deal with the Chinese Jews. One

Nistana, plus others that may be new
to you.

Each song is clearly printed in
Hebrew, English transliteration, and
English translation, accompanied by
the melodic line and guitar chords.
Introductory essays provide an his-
torical and musical overview. An ac-
companyingtape cassette is currently
in production.

Songs of the Jews of Calcutta is
available fromthe American Sephardi
Federation for $26.50 ($22.00 for
members) plus $3.00 shipping, 133 E.
58th St., Suite 404, New York, NY
10022-1236.

A 400-YEAR-OLD INDIAN
SYNAGOGUE TO BE
REBUILT IN JERUSALEM

The Israel Museum has brought to
Jerusalem a 40-foot container holding
a 16th-century synagogue from the
city of Cochin on the steamy Malabar
trading coast of southwest India. The
synagogue will be reconstructed and
go on permanent display only in an-
other 18 months, after its wooden
parts have adapted to the arid Jerusa-
lem climate.

The Kadavum Bagham ("Black
Jews") synagogue, which has been
drying out since its unpublicized ar-
rival six months ago, will be housedin
the Judaica pavillion alongside 18th-
century synagogues from Venice and
the German community of Horb and
relics from synagogues in Poland and
Egypt. The museum has kept the
operation under wraps until now while
all the formalities were being com-
pleted.

Thetwo-story building, with its stone
outer walls and red-tiled roof, stood at
the opposite end of a winding lane
known bluntly as Jew Town from the
more celebrated Paradesisynagogue
of the so-called White Jews. It was
founded in 1539 by one Baruch Levi
and was completed ten years later by
Ya'acov Ben-David Kashtiel.

The museum sent one of its restor-
ers, David Bigelajzen, to Cochin last
November to supervise the disman-
tling and packing. Every piece was
numbered andlogged sothatitcanbe
put back in place. Thewood - allin

good condition, but with some ancient
termite holes - weighed a total of
seven tons.

The synagogue's foundation stone
will follow soon, along with an in-
scribed Hebrew panel and the trian-
gular stucco tympanum, painted with
a crown and the name of the syna-
gogue, fromabovethe main entrance.
The outer wall and roof will stay be-
hind.

ISRAEL-CHINA MEDICAL
SCHOOL AGREEMENT
SIGNED

An agreement in principle to con-
ductamedical andresearch exchange
program has been signed by repre-
sentatives of the Hebrew University-
Hadassah Medical School and the
Qingdao Medical College of China.
Thisisthefirst formal agreementto be
signed involving the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem and a Chinese insti-
tution of higher education.

The agreement was signed yes-
terday at the Hebrew University-
Hadassah Medical School by mem-
bers of a delegation from Qindao. The
agreement calls for cooperative ef-
forts to promote medical education,
scientific research and medical care.
Details regarding implementation of
the program remain to be worked out
in a supplemental agreement.
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fee, to all who seek them. The treat-
ments are given by licensed medical
doctors who decide which type, if any,
is suited to each patient. They willalso
conduct research to determine on a
scientific basis whether the alterna-
tive treatments are effective.

SAMARITAN TORAH
PRINTED

Yozamco, a Tel Avivimporter and
distributor of high-tech office equip-
ment, teamed up with Kyocera, a Japa-
nese produceroflaserprinters, toturn
the ancient Samaritan script into com-
puterized fonts. The Torah texts will
be distributed among the 1,000 Sa-
maritan families in Holon, Nablus and
Mt. Gerizim. They will now be able to
study the texts without sharing rare
and crumbling manuscripts.

CHINESE MEDICINE
IN ISRAEL

The Israel School of Shiatsu and
Chinese Medicine opened in Tel Aviv
in 1985, and has about 250 students a
year in courses of varying length and
depth. Its director, Ron Paiys, was
finishing medical school when he dis-
covered the Japanese technique of
shiatsu. He says that many physi-
cians have studied the technique at
his school in Rehov Nehardea, and
are effectively combining what they
have learned with conventional medi-
cine.

Only recently, the Health Ministry
granted permissiontothe AssafHarofe
government hospital in Tzrifin to offer
alternative-medicinetreatments, fora

ISRAELI FARMING
TECHNIQUES IN JAPAN

Japanese farmers are growing to-
matoes and other vegetables in areas
under two meters of snow with agri-
cultural technology developed at the
Weizmann Institute. Over 150 green-
houses in Japan are using a system
combining artificial soil and comput-
ers that was developed by Abi Sadeh,
manager of the institute's experimen-
tal fields and greenhouses.

The artificial soil, known as en-
riched vermiculite, improves the
growth of some plants with little or no
need for additional fertilizer, and sig-
nificantly increases yields of toma-
toes, cucumbers and othervegetables
when used with fertilizer. In addition,
sensors and micro-computers moni-
tor and control humidity, lighting con-
ditions and temperature, as well as
the amounts of water and fertilizer
that the plants receive. The enriched
vermiculite is being marketed by
Agrecal and the greenhouse system
by Shanyway Systems in Israel.
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SWEET & SOUR HISTORY

by Phyllis Horal

excerpted from
Jewish Chronicle Magazine, 6 Dec. 19971

Early on a sultry morning in the
spring of 1979, just two days after the
Chinese authorities had declared one
hundred of their cities open to foreign-
ers, | arrived in Kaifeng, Henan Prov-
ince, the city which had been home to
a community of Chinese Jews for 300
years and which had been closed to
visitors since Mao's Cultural Revolu-
tion.

Today, the remnants of that com-
munity, believed to number around
200, have the word "Yotai", meaning
Jew, stamped on the identity cards
which every Chinese must carry.

On the day | arrived in Kaifeng, it
was hot and noisy; market vendors
were crying out their wares above the
incessant ringing of bicycle bells. |
stopped to buy some oranges and
asked the stall-holder if there were
any Jews in the area. An elderly man
in a peaked cap and Mao jacket
stepped forward. He replied in En-
glish: "l am a Jew".

His name was Li Rong Xin. At his
home - one small room with barely
enough space for his bed, a chair and
atable - he told me he had been born
in Shanghai as his grandfather had
been invited there in order to learn
more about the Jewish religion.

"But he grew homesick and re-
turned to Kaifeng," Li Rong Xin told
me. Quite by chance | had stumbled
upon one of the descendants of Li
Ching-sheng, the man who had been
sent to Shanghai in a bid to save the
Kaifeng community.

Through Li Rong Xin | met other
descendants ofthe once 2,000-strong
Jewish community, all of whom were
anxioustolearnmore abouttheirpast.
Their meagre knowledge was largely
based on childhood memories since
much of their family records, photo-
graphs and memorabilia were de-
stroyed during the Cultural Revolu-
tion, either by the rampaging Red
Guard between 1966 and 1976 or by
the families themselves, who feared

what would happen to them if the
items were found.

Zhao Pingyu, a retired accountant,
told me that in the spring his family
always ate mutton soup liberally laced
with salt, and a flat unleavened bread
strongly reminiscent of matzoh. When
| first met him, Zhao was constructing
a model of the ancient synagogue
from an illustration.

Another man, whose natural par-
ents had died within a few weeks of
each otherduring a cholera epidemic,
recalled how he was told by his dying
foster father that he was of Jewish
descent. Having found out he has
Jewish ancestors, he now wants to
discover his roots and intends totravel
to other cities in China where he be-
lieves he may have relatives.

Shi Zhongyu, is a retired business
administrator who lives on a pension
of 153 rmb (about £18) per month. He
can remember his father daubing
chicken blood on the doorpost of his
house atthetime ofthe Chinese Spring
Festival, "so that the Angel of Death
would pass usby", and that his mother
kept a Star of David wrapped in a
cloth.

"When | entered primary school |
wrote Yotai (Jew) on my application
form. The headmaster queried this.
He said he had heard of minorities in
China but never Jews."

ShiZhongyu insisted he was a Jew
and aspunishment he was senthome.
"I was not allowed to return to school
for a week."

Ironically, on Shi's right forearm is
a tatooed number, now faded, from
the day in 1937 when the Japanese
marched on Kaifeng and he was
evacuated.

On a subsequent visitto the region
last year, Mr. Shishowed methe field,
now cultivated with sweet potatoes,
where some of his ancestors were
buried. Explainingthat it was land that
had belonged to his family for many
generations, he pointed out the small
mounds marking the graves where his
great-grandfather, grandfather and
parents are buried. Because they were
state officials, Mr. Shiexplained, they
were laid to rest in the robes of the
Ching dynasty. "My father was buried
in his mandarin jacket, along with his
opium bowl and the pipe which he
smoked for relaxation." A gold coin

would also have been placed on his
eyelids to ward off evil spirits, ex-
plained Mr. Shi.

Last year at the first-ever exhibi-
tion of Chinese Jewry at Nanking Uni-
versity in eastern China, organizedin
co-operation with the Sino-Judaic In-
stitute in America, many of these fami-
lies' histories were displayed in photo-
graphs and memorabilia. As a result
ofthe enormous interest inthe subject
and extensive coverage on television
and radio, Professor Xu Xin, its guid-
ing spirit, has formed a China-Judaic
Studies Association. He now teaches
classes on Jewish history and culture
as part of the university curriculum.

Touchingly, all the Chinese Jews |
spoke to at the exhibition hoped that
theirchildren wouldbe abletocarryon
their ancient traditions. So perhaps
Kaifeng Jewry will not be forgotten,
and their descendants will be able to
learn about their long and remarkable
history and transmit it to their children.

SOUTH KOREA &
ARAB BOYCOTT

Arecently released American Jew- |

ish Congress report names South
Korea as the most stringent observer
of the Arab boycott. The countries'
four largest companies (conglomer-
ates whose interest range from cars
to electronics to construction) —
Samsung, Hyundai, Lucky Goldstar
and Daewoo — have no direct trading
ties with Israel. Total trade between
South Korea and Israel last year to-
taled $112 million, up from $104 mil-
lion in 1989 and $95 million in 1988.
Israel exports chemicals and fertiliz-
ers to South Korea and imports tex-
tiles and mechanical equipment.

LEARN TO SING THE
SONGS OF THE JEWS OF
CALCUTTA

Rahel Musleah's attractive
songbook contains over 50 Shabbat,
holiday, and special occasion songs
sung by her family during the seven
generationstheylivedin Calcutta. The
collection includes lilting and exotic
melodies for many old favorites like
L'cha Dodi, Tzur Mishelo, and Mah

of these is "The Studio of the Chinese
Jewish General," that is the stables of
Zhao Chengji, at nos. 16, 17 and 18 of
Sanyanjing Street, Kaifeng (which
incidently is where | was born). Another
topic will be "The Genealogy of the Zhao
Family," to let the world know the origin of
the precious cultural object which the
Zhao family of the Chinese Jews once
had.

*Professor of Literature at Fudan University,
Shanghai, and a leading writer for the
"Dagongbao" newspaper — Editor's note,

IN THE FIELD

« NEW BOARD MEMBERS
At the 24 November 1991 Board
meeting, fourindividuals were elected
to the SJI Board: Dr. Wu Yuan-li,
Harriet Rosenson, Vera Schwarcz
and Kenneth Lubowich.

+«CHINA JUDAIC STUDIES' U.S.
OFFICE
Dr. Lubowich is Director of the U.S.
Foreign Office of the China Judaic
Studies Association. The President
of the Association is Prof. Xu Xin.
The Executive Directoris Dr. Beverly
Friend. The U.S. office's address is
3415 W. Pratt, Lincolnwood, IL
60645,(708)677-9218. We welcome
our colleagues and look forward to
working together on many projects!

» CONGRATULATIONS DUE!
- SJI member, Johanna Spector,
recently completed a new film about
the Cochin Jews in India and Israel.
2000 YEARS OF FREEDOM &
HONOR: THE COCHIN JEWS OF
INDIA (16 mm Color 80 minutes
1992) premiered at the American
Museum of Natural History in New
YorkondJanuary 9,1992to anenthu-
siastic crowd of 1200 people pro-
jected simultaneously in two halls.
- The memoirs of SJI Board member
Reno Krasno's years in Shanghai
during the War have been accepted
for publication by China Books Pub-
lishing Company.

« NEWS FROM SHANGHAI
Mr. Jin Yingzhong, of the Shanghai
Judaic Studies Association, in a let-
ter dated Dec. 16, reported that a
volume, The Israeli-Judaic Studies
(90), edited by himself and a col-
league, had been published. We
have asked to purchase a copy. In
addition, a second seminar on Jew-
ish history and culture was held in

November, 1990. A novel about the
Hardoons has been published in in-
stallments in the Shanghai Xinmin
Evening News. Further, the investi-
gation into the Hongkew Ghetto and
the graves of Jews in Shanghai con-
tinues.

= VISIT BY PAN GUANG
Prof. Pan Guang, of the Center for
Israeli Studies, Shanghai, wrote that
he was coming to the United States
under the sponsorship of the
Wiesenthal Center. The precise
dates of his visit are not yet certain,
but we should planto arrange speak-
ing opportunities for him as his itiner-
ary permits. The topics which he
proposes are:
1. AnApproach tothe Jewish Refu-
gees in Shanghai during WWII;
2. Zionist Groups and Activities in
Shanghai: 1903-49;
3. China and Israel 1948-90: Analy-
sis of a Relationship;
4. The Development of Israeli and
Jewish Studies in China in the Past
Ten Years 1980-90;
5. China and the Middle East: Ret-
rospect and Prospect.

A lecture by Prof. Pan would pro-
vide a natural occasion for a meeting
of the members of the SJI, to en-
hance their interest and draw them
intothe activities of SJI, and perhaps
fo provide an opportunity to solicit
contributions. Of course, the lecture
might be made a public one, to at-
tract potential members, while apre-
lecture dinner or reception could be
limited to the members of SJI. Per-
haps this could lead to the formation
of local chapters of SJI, which has a
number of advantages to the organi-
zation. It is not yet clear when Prof.
Pan will arrive, how long he will be
here, whether there will be a hono-
rarium or other expenses involved
with such a lecture, nor what his
itinerary will be. The Wiesenthal
Center has promised to let us know
when that information is available,
and we can pass it on to interested
parties.

*« WORLD JEWISHCONGRESS MIS-
SION TO CHINA
A delegation of the World Jewish
Congress, led by the WJC Govern-
ing Board Co-Chairman Isi Leibler
and by Sol Kanee, chairman of the
WJC Advisory Committee, met with
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Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen and the Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the People's
National Congress, WanLi, in Beijing
last October. The meeting was re-
ported to have been a warm one,
and Mr. Qian was very encouraging
concerning the rapproachment be-
tween China and Israel. The visit to
China by the WJC delegation was in
part to lay plans for an international
gathering of leading Jewish and Chi-
nese academics in Beijing set for
April 8-8. The planned colloquium,
entitled "Cultures Old and New-A
Chinese-Jewish Dialogue," is to be
jointly sponsored by the WJC and
the China International Culture Ex-
change Center.

Isi Leibler carried out another mis-
sion in November 18-29, calling on
the heads of governments in India,
Singapore, JapanandKorea, tourge
these governments to shift their poli-
cies regarding United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resclution 3379 equat-
ing Zionism with racism, which was
later successfully rescinded in the
United Nations.

* WIESENTHAL CENTER'S SHANG-
HAI ACTIVITIES
The Chinese Institute for Peace and
Development Studies, headed by
Prof. Hu Gang, and the Simon
Wiesenthal Centerco-sponsoredtwo
photo exhibitions which opened in
Shanghai on December 3rd: "The
Courage to Remember: The Holo-
caust 1933-1945" and "To Cherish
the Memory Forever: The Jewish
Communityin Shanghai 1938-1945."
The first exhibit was put together by
the Wiesenthal Center, the second
by the Institute. To mark the opening
of the exhibit, a delegation of over
thirty prominent Jews was led to
Chinaby Rabbi Marvin Hier, founder
and dean of the Wiesenthal Center.
The delegation met with the Chinese
Minister of Foreign Affairs Qian
Qichen in Beijing, and the Vice Min-
ister, Yang Fuchang, participated in
the Shanghai program and his pho-
tograph with the participants ap-
peared in the newspapers, a first-
time event. The 60-panel bilingual
photos which make up the first ex-
hibit has been presented by the



