Page -16-

smuggled, items, worth a quarter of a
million dollars on today's market. An
investigation, first by the Haifa police
andtheninvolving central police head-
quarters in Jerusalem, Interpol, and
eventually the London police, has had
only partial success—some 50 items
thatturned up at a Christie's auctionin
London last summer have been re-
turned to the museum.

Sources close to the museum con-
tend that about 50 additional objects
from the museum's collection have
been located at various galleries in
London, but nobody seems willing to
press the investigation. One source
cites a lavishly decorated lacquered
wood box that appearedin a Christie's
catalog last March, offered for sale at
asuggested price of £ 5,500-7,000,"
know it's the museum's, and it's still
not back," he laments.

Museum staffers refuse to com-
ment on such allegations, as do the
police. "l can'ttell you what's going on
in London. The file is still open,” says
Haifa police spokesman Mookly
Samberg. In June, the Tel Aviv art
dealer who sold Christie's the now-
recovered objects was arrested, "but
we didn't find enough evidence to
bring him to trial," admits Samberg.
(Thedealerclaimedto have purchased
the items in Russia.)

FormerdirectorLancman—aone-
time Technion lecturer inart who stud-
ied for six years in Tokyo — was at
one point implicated in the theft. He
was fired from his position, which he
had held for 25 years.

Although he was cleared in a sub-
sequent investigation, Haifa Mayor
Arie Gurel refused to rescind the fir-
ing, citing "incompetence.” Lancman
has been fighting Gurel in court ever
since, and the next round in their
protracted battle is scheduled for mid-
March.Lancman stillholds aresearch
position at the museum, and is barred
by the municipality from speaking to
the press.

When the museum was open, it
was the only place in Israel where the
public could see a rich variety of Japa-
neseart, accordingto Rivka Bitterman,
the Israel Museum's curator of Asian
art. The only comparable collection is
a private one belonging to Jerusalem

artist Jacob Pins.

Most of the museum's holdings
were amassed in Berlin before World
War Il by German-Jewish art lover
Felix Tikotin, who lost his collection
duringthe warand retrievedit thereaf-
ter. In 1956 he visited Israel and de-
cided to donate the art to the city of
Haifa. The museum opened in 1959.

In the late 70s, the museum pur-
chased a plot of land next door, with
expansion in mind. Four years ago,
Lancman found a Japanese donor,
industrialist Ryoichi Sasakawa, who
contributed $1.5 million for a new two-
story wing, which is to house an audi-
torium, exhibition hall, library, and of-
fices.

Initially a Japanese architect was
hired; Haifa architect AlMansfeld, who
won the Israel Prize for his design of
the Israel Museum, later took over;
and building work, after numerous
delays, began. "But then there wasn't
enough money io finish the building,”
says Mansfeld. "Now, things are get-
ting more expensive, and it's not fin-
ished."

But there is still a chance that the
Tikotin has not committed hara-kiri
afterall. The museum's steering com-
mittee will meet in mid-March to con-
siderits options. Among them: scaling
downthe newwingto asingle story. In
the meantime, architect Mansfeld
dreams of realizing the elaborate plan
that hangs on his office wall, but says
sadly: "Nothing functions; everything
is ruined. The museum's closure is a
shame for Haifa."

INDIA-ISRAEL TRADE LOW

Trade between India and Israel is
small at present. Diamonds account
for $110 million of the $130 million in
Israeli exports. These are polished,
then returned — providing India with a
theoretical export statistic to Israel.
Other Indian exports to Israel are de-
scribed as "nominal,” amounting to
less than $1 million. The remaining
$20 million consists of chemicals,
mainly bromines and pesticides.

Public-sector bilateral trade con-
tinues to be off-limits. India is the
world's largest importer of fertilizers
and lIsrael is a leading exporter. But
fertilizer may be imported only by com-
panies controlled by government-
owned firms, and their policy is notto
trade with Israel. State-owned lsrael
Chemicals has for years tried unsuc-
cessfully to penetrate the Indian mar-
ket.

SPEAKER AVAILABLE

Ernest G. Heppner is available to
lecture on the subject of Shanghai's
Jewish community in the 1930/40s.
He has spokenon this subject to both
the UJA and the UAHC. His book on
this topic will be published by Ne-
braska University Press. He may be
reached at: 6930 N. Delaware St.,
Indianapolis, IN 46220, (317) 255-
5090 or 5076.
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Sino-Judaic Institute are as fol-
lows: Israel-10, Canada-9, England
and China-8 each, Australia-3,
Hong Kong-2, Russia, Sweden,
France, South Korea, Germany,
Japan, Norway and Indonesia-1
each. Points East is mailed to 285
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31 academics, 13 students and 18
Chinese scholars. With your active
help, we can continue to grow and
reach more people and institutions.
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EARLY CHINESE
ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT

by Yitzhak Shichor

adapted and reprinted from_Asian and African
Studies 15 (1981), 343-361, Journal of the
Israeli Oriental Society. Institute of Middle
Eastern Studies, University of Haifa

...China's revised position on the
Arab-lIsraeli conflict is by no means a
novelty. It would therefore be mis-
leading to explain it solely in terms of
recent events, for that would imply
that the periodic shifts in China's for-
eign policy represent short-term ex-
pediency, pragmatism, or even op-
portunism. Whilethesefeatures should
not be ruled out entirely, it is equally
important to recognize that Chinese
foreign policy is also based on long-
term assumptions which provide for a
certain degree of consistency, conti-
nuity, and rationale.

From the very beginning such as-
sumptions have determined Chinese
attitudestowardsthe Arab-Israelicon-
flict. First articulated in the 1940s,
these attitudes remained basically
unchanged to the late 1950s. Inthose
yearsthe Chinese communists treated
the Palestine problem in a relatively
evenhanded way. Taking care not to
alienate Israel, they argued that the
problem could and should be settled
peacefully by the parties involved,
without outside intervention. It was
precisely such intervention, they
claimed, that underlay the concep-
tion, birth, and perpetuation of the
Arab-lsraeli conflict.

Such a belief, along with other
earlier Chinese attitudes towards the
conflict, have re-emerged over the
past decade, particularly after Mao's
death in September 1976. My pur-
pose here is fo trace their historical
origins and to underline their more
fundamental and enduring aspects.

One of the earliest manifestations
of the Chinese communist stand on
the Arab-Israeli conflict appeared in
1941, years before the PRC was es-
tablished. In a commentary analyzing
the situation in the Middle East, Li
Weihan, a leading member of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), also
dealt briefly with Palestine. Having
attributed the main source of instabil-
ity in the Middle East, as well as of
Arab-Jewish enmity (chou-hen), to
British imperialism, he regarded both
the Jews and the Arabs in Palestine
as representing genuine 'national in-
dependence movements' (min-zu du-
li yun-dong) seeking liberation from
Britain.'

Though camouflaged withinalarger
context, these remarks conveyed an
interesting message: the contradic-
tions between Jews and Arabs in Pal-
estine were regarded by the Chinese
as secondary and, by implication, (to
use a later term) non-antagonistic;
thus they could be settled peacefully.
Moreover, the principal contradiction
in the Middle East existed between
Jews and Arabs, onthe one hand, and
outside imperialist and aggressive
powers, onthe other. Presumed to be
antagonistic, 'the contradiction be-
tween the colonies and imperialism,’
Mao wrotein 1937, " is resolved by the
method of national revolutionary war.'
Put differently, as early as the begin-
ning 1940s the Chinese believed that
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict
was dependent upon a resolution of
the more fundamental conflict with
imperialism.

Setting a pattern to be followed for
many years, thisincidental 1941 inter-
pretation of the Palestine problem re-
flected a distinctive viewpoint. Then
and later the Chinese communists
were not particularly interested in, nor
well-informed about, the genuine his-
torical, political, ideological, and reli-
gious aspects of the Arab-lsraeli
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conflict. Instead, they perceived this
conflict, as well as many others,
through the prism of their own strate-
gic concerns and security needs. In
this perspective events in and around
the Middle East assumed threatening
proportions in the spring of 1941, for,
though remote from China, they could
have affectedthe fate of Chinese com-
munism.

In strategic terms the main threat
came from the Germans. Having oc-
cupied the Balkans and parts of North
Africa, German troops proceeded to
theMiddle Eastinapincer movement,
aided by a pro-Nazi coup in Irag and
French Vichy collaborators in Syria
and Lebanon. Fromthe Chinese stand-
point occupation of the Middle East
could have provided the Germans with
a stepping stone to Asia, which inturn
could have led to an eventual Ger-
man-Japanese encirclementof China.?
To frustrate such a scheme the Chi-
nese communists should have pro-
moted a strong British military barrier
in the Middle East. Yet in ideological
terms, as dictated by the Comintern,
Britain was stillthe main enemy, while
Germany, tied to the Soviet Unionina
non-aggression pact, had to be con-
sideredanally. Hence, reluctantly and
contrary to their own interests, the
Chinese urged Arabs and Jews in
Palestine against fighting one another
and encouraged themto join hands in
undermining British 'imperialism.'

The need for such ideological ac-
robatics had disappeared by June
1941: as the Soviet-German pact col-
lapsed, Germany (together with Ja-
pan) became the main enemy, while
Britain turned overnight into an ally.
Moreover, by that time the British had
crushedthe Rashid Alial-Kaylanicoup
inlragand re-occupied SyriaandLeba-
non, thereby arresting the German
advance towards the Middle East.
Under these new circumstances it

(continued on page 9)
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From the editor:

Apparently our last issue, which fea-
tured the wonderful news about China
and India establishing full diplomatic re-
lations with Israel, was a big hit. We
received many notes of praise, but none
so eloquent or appreciated as that from
Prof. Louis Schwartz, SJI's "honored
founder."

Louis, recently returned to his home-
town of Arroyo Grande, California, wrote:
"l can't be sure of which of your publica-
tions was the best, but this last issue, |
believe, has impressed me more than
any that | can remember. You are doing
anoutstanding serviceforallthose inter-
ested in Sino-Judaic history and rela-
tions. That is indeed a credit to our
organization.”

Coming from Louis, this is high praise,
which | duly (but not so humbly) accept,
with the caveat that none of what we do
would have been possible without Louis'
pioneering activity. Similar debts of grati-
tude are owed to many on SJI's board
but, lest | slight any of my friends, | shall
not mention any additional names.

Hearing from Louis made me realize
that many of you who joined SJlin recent
years may not be aware of the history
and scope of SJI's activities. To fill this
gap, | have included in this issue my
report on SJltothe NJCRAC Plenumthis
past February. Brief though it is, | think
it will help give everyone a sense of how
much we have accomplished — and of
how much we have yet to do.

Anson Laytner

Points East:
A Publication of the Sino-Judaic
Institute
Anson Laytner, Editor
Editorial Office: (206) 323-4768
1200 17th Avenue East, Seattle, WA 98112
The Sino-Judaic Institute
232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
(415) 323-17869
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tion. The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do not
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IN THE FIELD

* NEWS FROM KAIFENG

The recognition of Israel by China
has spurred some new developments
in this area. In a letter from Prof.
Zhao, he reports that the city and the
provincial governments have ap-
proved the establishment of "The
Society for the Study of the History
and Culture of the Chinese Jews of
Kaifeng." (See story inthis issue.) In
addition, the municipal government
has gone on record as approving the
planto erect a Chinese Jews Histori-
cal Memorial Hall on the site of the
former synagogue, establishing a
Jewish cemetery, and setting aside
an industrial park for foreign Jewish
investment. Prof. Zhao now wishes
to push ahead to obtain permission
for a national, all-inclusive organiza-
tion dedicated to research on the
Kaifeng Jews.

* NEWS FROM SHANGHAI

—Jin Yingzhong and the Shanghai
Jewish Studies Association: Jin
Yingzhong, the General Secretary
of the SJSA, in a letter dated April
10, says that the Shanghai munici-
pal government is planning to re-
store the Ohel Rachel Synagogue,
on Shaanxi Road, as a historical
monument, to house a Museum of
the Jews in Shanghai. Ohel Rachel,
formerly on 200 Seymour Road, was
founded by Sir Jacob Sassoon, in
his wife's memory, and consecrated
in 1920 by Rabbi W. Hirsch. At
present, it houses the Shanghai Bu-
reau of Education.

— Prof. Jin also reports that SJSA
plans to conduct research on the
Hongkew ghetto in Shanghai, where
the Jewish refugees were forced to
live during the War. He also says
that an attempt is being made to
locatethe "Jews' Gate" in Hangzhou,
mentioned by the Arab geographer
lbn Battutah in 1346.

— Prof. Tang Peijiwas elected presi-
dentof SUSA, Profs. Pan Guang and
Gu Xiaoming are vice-presidents,
and Mr. Jin Yingzhong continues as
secretary general. The plans for
SJSA for the coming year include
working together with the Shanghai
Huating Overseas Tourist Co. to ini-
tiate an activity called "Reunion of

the Jewish Community in Shang-

hai," and to helptorestore one ortwo

former Jewish sites in Shanghai.
*NEWS FROM NANJING

Prof. Xu Xin reports that Nanjing

University has established a Center

forJewish Culture Studies. The chief
goals of the Center are to carry out
Judaic studies on a high academic
level, to offer university courses on
Jewish history, culture, literature,
Hebrew language and Judaism, to
enroll students for graduate study in
this field, to hold academic confer-
ences on Jewish subjects and to
publish its own magazine. Prof. Xu
has been appointed the Center's first
Director. Congratulations Prof. Xu!
(Prof. Xu will be speaking at the
Conference on Chinese Jews at
Harvard University this August and
then will be on the West Coast until
early September.)
*NEWS FROM BEIJING
The Chinese-Jewish Colloquium, or-
ganized by Isi Leibler of the World
Jewish Congress, was heldin Beijing,
April 6-8. (See story in this issue.)
Also, nearly 150 Jews from around
the world gathered together for a
Pesah (Passover) seder. It was the
first time that the number of people
was sogreat that the sederhadtobe
held in a rented hall. A Chinese chef
prepared the traditional Chinese
passcver dishes of potato kugel,
matza balls and tzimmes!
°PAN GUANG IN AMERICA
Prof. Pan Guang came to the Bay
Area recently and spoke at the Jew-
ishCommunity Center. Theprogram
that evening included a showing of
the film "Escape to the Rising Sun,"
followed by Prof. Pan's presentation
onthe Jewish refugees in Shanghai.
He also spoke at the Center for East
Asian Studies, Stanford, on "China
and lIsrael 1948-90: Analysis of a
Relationship." He spent a day at
Berkeley, and Miriam Petruck, who
once taught Hebrew at Beijing Uni-
versity and knew Dr. Pan fromthose
days, was his host there. Nigel Tho-
mas arranged for himto give atalk at
the Temple Menorah, in Redondo
Beach, CA on June 10. He then left
for the East Coast where he had an
active schedule of lectures also
planned. This included one at the
(continued on page 6)
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This possibility raises the question of
wehtherthe scrolls were, as supposed
by most scholars, locked away in the
Qumran caves for almost 2000 years
until they were discovered by Arab
youths in the 1940's and obtained by
the western scholars in 1947 on.

Altman does give some evidence.
He writes:

"About 800 A.D., writes Charles
Pfeifer in his book, The Dead Sea
Scrolls and the Bible, "the Nestorian
patriarch Timotheus | wrote a letter to
Sergius, the Metropolitan of Elam, in
which he described the discovery of a
large number of Hebrew manuscripts
in a cave near Jericho," a discovery
also cited by John Allegro in his ac-
count of the scrolls. The eventual dis-
position of these manuscripts is not
known."

Could some scrolls have been de-
posited inthe caves later than others?
This kind of question needs further
analysis, though it may not be an-
swerable.

3. The possible significance for
Chinese-western intercourse and
for the dating of the scrolls.

As | have written above, | see no
value to Altman's arguments for
redating of the scrolls. Nor do | see
any likelihood of these "characters”
changing ourviewthat Chinese-west-
ern links, started by Zhang Qianin c.
130 B.C.E., were minimal until about
the 3rd century C.E.

Inconclusionlwould saytwothings:

1. Sofar, the balance of opinion is
thatthese are (probably!) not Chinese
characters.

2. If these "characters" really are
Chinese characters, somebody must
have put them in the margins consid-
erably later.
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1. Millar Burrows, The Dead Sea Scrolls of St.
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age"), Boston Sunday Herald, December 29, 1991, pp.
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a'"learned" iarticle. Altman queries several features of
the scrolls. | intend here merely to deal with the one
question: "Are there Chinese charactersin the scrolls?".

3. Burrows, vol. 1, p. xvi.

4. Professor Mair has written more recently: "1
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symbols actually were Chinese characters, only that
they bore striking resemblances to certain characters,
eg.ti.

5. Burrows gave a table, Figure 1, of the unusual
symbols. Mair suggested as possible nos. 1, 2, 3, 7 (if
s0, as abbreviated from the Chinese character 1i") and
nos. 4, 6 (as other Chinese characters).

THE SOCIETY FOR THE
STUDY OF THE HISTORY
AND CULTURE OF THE
CHINESE JEWS OF
KAIFENG ESTABLISHED

Dear Prof. Dien
President, Sino-Judaic Institute

| am pleased to inform you that the
Society for the Study of the History
and Culture of the Chinese Jews of
Kaifeng was formally established in
Kaifeng on May 1, 1992.

According to historical sources,
Jews from abroad came to China as
early as the Song Dynasty to settle in
Kaifeng. In 1163 they built for the first
time a synagoguein Kaifeng. Overthe
centuries the Jews with their industri-
ousness and wisdom provided out-
standing contributions in creating the
history and culture of Chinaandinthe
process of establishing the ancient
"capital of seven dynasties," that is,
Kaifeng. Today, to study the history
and culture of the Jews not only has
specialhistorical significance and great
academic value but also has real eco-
nomic and cultural advantage. This
society was established through the
efforts of scholars and specialists who
enthusiastically study the history and
culture of the Jews, as well as other
relevant persons. Coming under the
category of a popular academic orga-
nization, its aimis systematically, thor-
oughly and intensively to study, un-
cover and put in order the history and
cultural heritage of the ancient Jews
of China and the Israelite religion, to
rescue, restore and protect the cul-
tural relics of the ancient Jews of
China, and thus to expand Kaifeng
City's interaction with foreign culture
and economics as well as the friendly
relations with Jewish organizations
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abroad and various academic bodies,
in order to advance Kaifeng City's
opening to the West and economic
vitalization.
Warmest good wishes to you and your
family.
Prof. Zhao Xiangru
President, Society for the Study of the
History and Culture of the Chinese
Jews of Kaifeng

THE TRIALS OF THE
TIKOTIN MUSEUM

by Felice Maranz
reprinted from The Jerusalem Report,
March 12, 1992

A rat scurries among the bamboo
plants next to Haifa's deserted Tikotin
Museum, home to Israel's only public
collection of Japanese art. A hastily
lettered sign on the door announces
that the museum is closed due to
construction, a reference to the half-
finished concrete shell nexttothetiny,
once thriving museum. In fact, it's not
just the construction, but a series of
disasters over the past three years
that have forced the Tikotin to close,
with no clear date for reopening in
sight.

Established in 1959 as a Haifa
municipal institution, the museum
houses a 6,000-itemcollection of paint-
ings, ceramics, delicate prints, rare
books, sculptures, andantique swords,
and boasts a library of 3,000 volumes.
At one time, it produced a series of
beautiful, authoritative English-He-
brew catalogs, offered concerts, lec-
tures and language classes, and had
50,000 visitors a year.

Insiders are reluctant to discuss
the Tikotin's crisis, a situation de-
scribed as "dirty" by one renowned
collector. Problems plaguing the mu-
seum include a still-unsolved theft;
the firing of the museum's quirky di-
rector, Eli Lancman; nasty feuding
between Lancman and Haifa city offi-
cials; lack of funding; and construc-
tion problems.

The museum's first setback came
in November 1989, when a thief
broke into the poorly guarded building
and stole about 200 small, easily
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CHINESE CHARACTERS IN
THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS

({continued from page 3)
with Mair thattwo other short symbols

might also possibly be shortened vari-
ants of this (Burrows, Figure |, nos. 2,

b R S
Plate IX, line 3

To sum up: One cannot reject out
of handthe possibility thatthese "char-
acters"which accordingto someschol-
ars resemble the Chinese character ti
are indeed the Chinese character ti.
Nevertheless, it would be foolhardy at
this stage to claim these as true Chi-
nese characters.

2. How, When and Why did they
appear in the Scrolls?

Though verification will need a pro-

per microscopic scientific analysis, it
is highly probable that some or most
ofthese signs, including ourkey ones,
were added in the margins to the
manuscripts, when first written or more
likely later. Thatisto say that Altman's
use of them to argue that the Scrolls
are not authentic has little significance.
One might argue, however, (always
on the assumption that we really do
have Chinese characters), that some-
one added in the margins non-He-
brew writings. Why? Perhaps as a
signature, or for a kind of punctuation.
However, why use Chinese? Why this
particular character? | have no an-
swerandcanonly express my amaze-
ment. Whilst admitting that the "char-
acterti"does look Chinese, one hasto
admit alsothat its appearance evenin
the margin of the Dead Sea scrolls is
weird (incredible?).

When could such Chinese charac-
ters have been known to anyone who
also had contact with the Scrolls? |
agree with Professor Mair that it is
highly unlikely for any period prior to
100 C.E. He argues from the calligra-
phy, and suggests a date nearer the
8th or 9th century (assuming that we
are concerned with Chinese charac-
ters). | would argue from the fact that,
though there was some exchange of
ambassadorial missions between
China and Parthia ¢. 100 B.C.E., and
a Chinese envoy Kan Ying actually
reached as far as Mesopotamia in 97
C.E.,thereis nohintin western sources
of any knowledge of the Chinese lan-
guage or writing until perhaps a thou-
sandyearslater (Marco Polo, inciden-
tally, does not mention Chinese char-
acters). The only speculation we might
consider is that some Jewish envoy or
resident of Parthia (friendly to the
Jews compared with the Romans)
returned home after meeting Chinese
envoys. This is countered by the fact
that there is no Talmudic reference to
China.

Altman suggests a Nestorian hand
in the matter. This can hardly date
from earlier than the 7th century. We
must reject in any case Altman's at-
tempt to query the date of the Scrolls
onthesegrounds. However, one must
admit the possibility (perhaps only a
small possibility) that someone had
added the "characters" much later
thanthe scrolls were originally written.

CHINESE CHARACTERS IN
THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS?

by Donald Daniel Leslie

Introduction—

In two Dead Sea scrolls from
Qumran, those published by Burrows
in 1950, 1951, are found a number of
signs, mostly in the margins, several
ofwhich have beentakenby Altmanin
1991 as Chinese characters. The aim
of this short article is to attempt to
decide:

1. Whether any of these signs are
really Chinese characters.

2. If so, how, when and why they
were written.

3. What significance this has or
may have for Chinese-western inter-
course, and for the dating of the Dead
Sea scrolls.

1. Are there Chinese characters in
the Scrolls?

When | first heard? that Chinese

characters appeared onthe Dead Sea
scrolls, | tended to reject it as a hoax.
This was unfair, forthoughthe original
suggestion seems to have come from
Altman in 1991, these symbols were
already published in 1950, 1951, by
Burrows, who writes:*
"Scattered through the Isaiah scroll
areinteresting marginal markings (see
figure 1), probably inserted at a later
time, perhaps to mark off sections
used for reading by the sect which
owned the manuscripts."
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Altman quotes Victor Mair, Profes-

sor of Chinese at the University of
Pennsylvania:
"When | opened the envelope, it
seemed immediately obvious that the
symbols were either stylized forms of
or rather clumsy attempts to write the
Chinese character ti. This character
means "God, divine king, deceased
king, emperor".

| have examined these "charac-
ters", and sought the opinion of Chi-
nese and other sinologists. As | un-
derstandit, some, including Professor
Mair, feel that there is a striking simi-
larity to one Chinese character in par-
ticular, but are not prepared to stake
their reputations on this* Others
reject with varying degrees of cer-
tainty thatthese are Chinese at all. My
ownonly semi-expertview isthatsome
of the identities suggested for sym-
bols inthe Isaiah scroll by Mair should
berejectedor at least discounted, but
that the’ key "character” might just
possibly be an attempt to write or copy
the Chinese character ti. If it is, |
would agree with Mair that the writing
is clumsy and must have been by
someone not well acquainted with
Chinese. However, not one of the
Chinese scholars | have asked has
suggested this particular character
(though some non-Chinese sinologists
do).

Altman, citing Mair, stresses the
meaning "God" for this character, and
in his April 1st article managed to
photocopy the Hebrew word E/ "God
or god" alongside the ti character.
This, whether a deliberate or acciden-
tal error, was totally unjustified, for the
Elactually comes from "Isra-el" in the
neighbouring page. Altman has also
somehow wiped out the letter shin
which does appear in his December
photocopy. | would add to this that, in
my opinion, this character ti standing
alone does not often mean "God", its
basic meaning being "Emperor". It
does occur as "God" in very early
texts, and also in 19th century mis-
sionary translations, far less if at all in
the period we are concerned with,
though possibly combined with other
characters. It does not, so | believe,
occur in the Nestorian writings. The
speculations of Altman that this mar-
ginal "character" is linked to messi-
anic passages in the Hebrew text are
to be rejected.

The "character " (I will call it this)
occurs once in the Isaiah Scroll (Bur-
rows, vol. |, Plate XXII, line 9, and see
also Plate V, line 22), and twice in the
"Manual of Discipline” (Burrows, vol.
Il, 2, Plate VII, line 25 (overlooked by
Burrows), Plate IX, line 3, and see
alsoPlate V,line 1). lamin agreement

(continued on page 14)
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THE CHALLENGES OF
JEWISH LIFE IN EAST ASIA

by Wendy Wolfe Fine

I am a Jewish communal profes-
sional and have always been inter-
ested in Jewish life outside of North
America. This past fall | had the op-
portunity to learn about several Jew-
ishcommunities in East Asia. My three
and a half week trip with my husband
and son included visiting Tokyo,
Singapore, Bangkok, Hong Kong, and
Taipei. Although | had been a profes-
sional in the North American Jewish
community, | was unfamiliar with Jew-
ish life in these cities. | was surprised
to find well-organized, small Jewish
communities in each. In Tokyo, we
participated in Friday evening ser-
vices, followed by a Shabbat dinner
with delicious chalahs baked in the
Jewish community center. In
Singapore, we wentto Shabbat morn-
ing services at the Maghain Aboth
Synagogue, after which we had spicy
curried beef over rice for Shabbat
lunch. We ate dinner at the weekly
Sunday barbecue at Hong Kong's
Jewish Recreation Club, which in-
cluded fish in black bean sauce and
fried rice. In Bangkok, we met with
Jack Djemal, a native ofthe city, whose
father was a co-founder and former
president of the Jewish Association of
Thailand. InTaiwan, | spoke with Fiona
Chitayat, an eighteen-year resident of
the Jewish community there. From
talking to the members and profes-
sionals of these communities, | dis-
covered many similarities to the North
American communities with which |
am familiar: they all have voluntary
leadership boards, most have Hebrew
schools, and some conduct United
Israel Appeal campaigns. | alsolearned
aboutthe many challenges whichface
these communities as they try to pro-
vide for the Jewish needs of their
members.

The sizes of these communities
vary. The largest is the Jewish com-
munity of Hong Kong. From a variety
of sources | estimate the respective



