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your graduate thesis and | told you
what my father told me. I'm willing to
offer you those things which | saw
them do. These kinds of things are of
interest. For example, honestly if you
asked about believing in something, |
feel thereisnoneed . ..
Descendant #4 (Shi Yulian)
(Age 50)

D4: Since all written records of
Kaifeng's Jews have been lost, the
main way we know we are descen-
dants ofthe Jews is by relyingon word
of mouth. For example, when | was
young my father told us we were Jews
who had come from the West origi-
nally. We probably came during the
Northern Song dynasty . . .

When we came to China it was to
pay tribute. This is one theory. An-
otheris that we actually didn't come in
the Song Dynasty, but rather during
the Tang dynasty. We came via Xi'an,
because communication and trans-
portation at that time were quite diffi-
cult. You needed to walk. This way, to
come from the original land of the
Jews to Kaifeng, for example, one
needed a lot of time. So by the time
they arrived China naturally had al-
ready changed dynasties . . .

The Tang capital at that time was
Xi'an. But the emperor at that time
duringthe Northern Song dynasty was
in Kaifeng, so we came to Kaifeng.
After arriving we paid tribute to the
emperor. The Northern Song Emperor
said "When you came to China the
dynasties had already changed. It's
been a long time since you left your
homeland. You have no idea about
the conditions in your own land, even.
Simply stay here." So at that time
those Jews just stayed in China. And
we set up the original synagogue right
there.

Following the passage of time, we
mostly left. At that time we estab-
lished the synagogue, but it went
through floods when the Yellow River
overflowed, and the synagogue no
longer stood. Thenwe dispersed. The
original temple had scriptures and
genealogies for each family. After the
synagogue was no longer standing,
the genealogies were kept by each
family individually. Now even these
family registers no longer exist. Sowe
can only rely on telling stories.

* % %

D4: There were eight of us. | have
three younger brothers, three older
brothers and one younger sister. My
father told all of us that we were Jews.
Later on when we had out own fami-
lies ... they told us about the kinds of
customs and habits we had inthe past
WA: What sorts of customs? . . .
D4: For example, we don't eat pork.
Another was we had to pluck the
sinews from mutton or beef. Perhaps
Descendant #3 already knew about
the practice of circumcision.

WA: Was your father circumcised?
D4: No, mine wasn't. Neither was
Descendant 3's. But his grandfather
was. ..

WA: How about holidays?
D4:Holidays we spoke very little about.
Since we were in China we already
celebrated the Chinese holidays, and
knew little about Jewish holidays. Our
surnames in China posed a problem.
After we came to China the Chinese
Emperor personally gave us sur-
names. The Emperor at that time in
Kaifeng let us take seven surnames
and called us the "Seven surnames,
eight families" . . .

You asked about any customs or
traditions of our family. Our family
hasn't retained too many of the Jew-
ish traditions. For example, circumci-
sion basically no longer exists. We
also have different beliefs in the reli-
gion. Jews in China are different from
Jews in other part of the world, be-
cause Western European countries
often discriminated against the Jews,
and sometimes violently slaughtered
them. This problem never existed in
China. Ever since the Jews entered
China they were protected and cared
for by the State. Whether from the
stories passed down by ourancestors
or what we feel today, our lives are
quite good.

Since Liberation, after the found-
ingof New China, we were treated like
allthe other national minorities . . . We
had a distinct political position and
never experienced discrimination.
Because we've been in China for so
long, our particular customs have
slowly declined . . . Because we've
been here for so long so we gradually
became accustomed to China . . . It
wasn't only we Jews who were influ-

enced by the Han Chinese. In the
Qing dynasty the (rulers were)
Manchus . . . After they entered even
though they were the imperial powers
they took on Chinese customs—their
life, their customs, their stories and
legends also slowly became Sinicized
andthey assimilated, to say nothing of
the Jews who came in far fewer num-
bers.
Descendant #5 (Ai Fengmian)

(Age 71)
D5: I'm 71 years old . . . I'm not the
oldest Chinese Jew in Kaifeng, but
among the Aiclan lam . . . In the old

society, if you said | was Jewish |
didn't dare to acknowledge it. | know
about things from 60 to 70 years ago
... I know that my own father was a
carpenter. He was in Yao Wu Hospi-
tal, which used to be an American
hospital, and worked there. When he
was there someone said "Lao A,
you're Jewish." What he would say
was "Why mention this?" He was
scared to be discriminated against.
So he pretended to be Han, like the
rest. Not like now. We can participate
in national celebration ceremonies.
We are politically recognized with poli-
cies for nationalities, and can see our
country's leaders. At banquets the
Chairmantoasted usand shook hands
(with me).

WA: When was this?

D5: In 1952. In the old society Jews
may have been discriminated against
because they weren't Han. Regard-
less, now they have political status
and aren't discriminated against . . .
After Liberation the government said
Jews would be taken good care of.
But some Jews were still afraid. They
were all capitalists. They all had
money. There are stillmany in Kaifeng
but they don't acknowledge their
Jewishness. Only poor people dared
to do so.

In 1952 | took part in the National
Day Ceremony in Beijing. After it was
over | was going to return and they
wanted me to take photos with some
cadres from the Public Relations Bu-
reau. They asked how many Jews
there were, how many men and
women, and where they lived. They
asked if we would take a photo. | was
taken on a visit to Shanghai. Once
someone asked mewhere | was from.
| said I'm a Jew from Henan. He said,

"Oh, there are Jews in China?" | said
"Yes. There are Jews everywhere,
but nowhere more than in Kaifeng."
Kaifeng's South Teaching Scripture
Lane used to have a synagogue.

| still remember my grandfather
and my grandmother. Life then was
very difficult. We had to spend every
day looking for food and work. Ac-
cording to stories they couldn't go to
synagogue daily because there were
more pressing matters. Basically the
Jews stood up for themselves. They
were no longer discriminated against.
WA: Did your family celebrate any
Jewish holidays or customs?
D5: For the most part there were no
more observances. Very few of these
customs and traditions were left . . .
Prayer and work are incompatible.
WA: Yesterday you said you went to
Beijing as arepresentative of the Jews,
no? ... May | ask you to describe it
again?
D5: At that time they asked me to go,
but | didn't want to. However, many
trade union organizations and neigh-
borhood committees persuaded me. |
was a construction worker. They told
me to go to Beijing to meet Mao and
take partin the National Day Celebra-
tion. | told them | was uneducated.
And if | went, who was going to feed
my family? They said the government
would provide for them. So | went to
Beijing and shook hands with people it
was impossible to shake hands with:
Chairman Mao, Zhu De, Zhou Enlai,
Deng Xiaoping, these people. In 1952
| even saw Chen Yun. | spent three
months travelling to Beijing and other
places. Inthe new society | was made
a representative of the Jews . ..
WA: Fascinating. On another topic,
around 1933 | know there were some
Europeans who came to Kaifeng to
hold a conference for all the Chinese
Jews. Did you know about this?
D5: No.
WA: Is there any particular relation-
ship between Kaifeng's Muslims and
Jews?
D5: When there are special meetings
they're all considered minorities. Mus-
lims are national minorities. Jews are
Jews. They're a minority, but not as
much of one as the Muslims. The
reason forthisis because the Muslims
have their own written language. We

have nothing left now. They are nu-
merous and we are few . . .
WA: Do you hope your children will
still consider themselves Jewish?
D5: On our household registry we're
all listed as being Jewish, but they
tried to change this. The household
registry police once told me not to
write "Jewish." When | took the regis-
try book, | said "Comrade, this isn't
quite right. My father was Jewish. The
children are Han. How could this be?"
He acknowledged that this was a mis-
take, and changed it back to note
"Jewish" . ..
WA: How many Jewish descendants
do you estimate Kaifeng has?
D5: Now? | really don't know.
WA: And when you were young?
D5: When | was young | didn't care
about this . . .

Descendant #6 (Li Rongxin)

(Age 75)

D6: . . . my entire family is from
Shanghai. .. We lived not far from the
synagogue . . .on Museum Road . . .
It was still a synagogue during the
Japanese occupation, at Beijing Road
and Museum Road.
WA: Atthattime when you were grow-
ing up how many Chinese Jews were
in Shanghai?
D6: At that time we didn't have too
much contact with each other, since
my father worked in a foreign busi-
ness firm as an employee, so most of
them were foreign Jews, mainly from
England.
WA: At that time did you have much
contact with them?
D6: No. At that time | was in school in
Shanghai and very young.
WA: Did you ever go to this syna-
gogue to pray?
D6: We did go to this one near us, but
not to the one far away. The further
one was on "Ximo" (Seymour?) Road
... In Shanghai there's a cemetery . .
.there are two Jewish cemeteries. My
paternal grandfather is buried there.
My younger sister is also in the same
place . . . | also have two younger
brothers buried in the newer cem-
etery. The new one is on the Temple
of Tranquility Street. . .. The cemeter-
ies are already demolished.
WA: When did you leave Shanghai?
D6: After 1945.
WA: So these are things which you
saw before 1945? Are there still any
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Jews living there?

D6:There were, butwe didn'thave too
much contact with them so | don't
know . . .

WA: What did your family do there?
D6: My father worked in a foreign
business firm. He was in the export
trade.

WA: When you were young did you
hear of any Jewish stories? Or any
family stories? Anything about being
Jewish?

D6: When we were in Shanghai | was
in school and | didn't pay attention to
these things.

WA: So they didn't tell you anything
about being Jewish? Or about cel-
ebrating Jewish holidays?

Dé6:Yes, | remember something. That
English man in my father's firm had a
house to himself with a big garden, a
Western-style house . . . In Shanghai
most people didn't work on Sundays,
but he rested on Saturday, because
he was Jewish . . . My father went to
Shanghai when he was very young,
11 or12.

WA: What was his native place?

D6: Kaifeng. He wenttogetherwith his
father.

WA: So you never heard your parents
talk of their own Jewish backgrounds?
D6: No, but | know about most Jewish
rituals.

WA: For example?

D6: For example, from Friday night to
Saturday night for a whole day we
don't eat anything or even drink any-
thing . . . This is according to Jewish
custom...Whenthey atein Shanghai
they didn't eat things they themselves
had not cut with a knife . . .

WA: What aspect of Jewish things are
you most interested in?

D6: . . . When my father went to
Shanghaihe wasayoungmanandhe
didn'tknow much aboutbeing Jewish.
So even though | say I'm Jewish, |
know very little about being Jewish.
But we still retain some differences in
eating habits from them.

WA: For example?

D6: First, we don't eat pork. Second,
when we eat we must have a special
person slaughter (the meat). ..l don't
know of anything else.



Page -12-

PRESIDENT HERZOG IN
SHANGHAI

by Pan Guang

On December 27, 1993 Israeli
President Chaim Herzog arrived in
Shanghai where the biggest Jewish
community in the Far East had once
existed for nearly a century and thirty
thousand Jewish refugees from Hitler's
Europe had survived during World
War Il. It is the first visit to Shanghai
and China by a President of Jewish
State in history.

At7:00 p.m.thatevening, mayor of
Shanghai, Mr. Huang Ju, met Presi-
dent Herzog. | was present for the
meeting and had the honour of receiv-
ing a precious gift from President
Herzog —his book "Heroes of Israel".
The President told the mayor that his
uncle had lived and died in Shanghai.
Onbehalf of Israelipeople, Mr. Herzog
expressed his heartfelt thanks to
Shanghai for providing vital haven for
the Holocaust survivors. After meet-
ing, we attended the banquet by the
mayor for Israeli guests.

Among lIsraeli visitors, Mr. Shaul
Eisenberg was the most conspicuous
one. Before the establishment of the
diplomatic relations between China
and Israel, he had been an important
middleman between both sides. Now
his U.D.l. group has set up twelve
offices in China. The Y.P. glass fac-
tory, one of his investments in Pu
Dong area of Shanghai, is one of the
most successful joint ventures in
China.

Mr. Herzog visited Pu Dong Eco-
nomic Development Zone with great
pleasure on December 28. When he
looked around Mr. Eisenberg's fac-
tory, he expressed his support for Mr.
Eisenberg's plan of further expanding
his investment in China. At night, Mr.
President enjoyed music at Shanghai
Conservatory (former Jewish Club).
Then he and his wife went dancing at
the Peace Hotel (former Sassoon Hall).
The President and his wife walked
along Bund until 11:00 p.m.

In the morning of December 29, |
was very happy to accompany Mr.
President to visit two former syna-

gogues, Ohel Moshe Synagogue and
Ohel Rachel Synagogue. He listened
attentively to my brief introduction
aboutthe history of Ohel Moshe Syna-
gogue. When I mentioned Rabbi Meir
Ashkenazi, Mr. Eisenberg told me the
said Rabbi was a close friend of his
family. The area around former Ohel
Moshe Synagogue is the Hongkew
District where many Jewish refugees
had lived during wartime. Mr. Presi-
dentwas very excited when he walked
about the former "Hongkew Ghetto"
and talked with local residents. At the
Ohel Rachel Synagogue, Mr. Herzog
presided over the unveiling ceremony
for the memorial plaque. Many jour-
nalists were busy reporting this his-
toric event. After the ceremony, |
briefed Israeli visitors on history of
Ohel Rachel Synagogue. Then the
President and his wife took picturesin
front of the altar with Hebrew players.
Mr. Herzog also visited the former
Shanghai Jewish School nextto syna-
gogue. He was interested in every-
thing about his friend Yosef Tekoah's
life in Shanghai that | beat my brains
totell himrelevant mattersas much as
possible.

At 10:00 a.m. we said good-bye to
PresidentHerzogandall Israeliguests
at Shanghai airport. The plane flew to
the last stop of his China tour — Xian.

FROM THE PREFACE TO
THE CHINESE
ENCYCLOPEDIA JUDAICA

by Xu Xin

Without either Chinese or Jewish
cultures, world civilization as we know
it today would be diminished. These
two major existing, living societies
developed into highly civilized forms
in ancient times and kept continuous
recorded histories of their origins which
impacted upon world civilization.

Those who have been exposed to
both cultures (in some depth) are
often struck by the realization that—
while the historical evolution is quite
dissimilar—they nevertheless contain
many commonalities in terms of basic
values and world outlooks:

Both are based on traditions of
wisdom, learning and family values

which has enabled these values to be
transmitted from generation to gen-
eration for millennia.

Both cultures have contributed to
the civilization of human society and
spread their great influence to other
cultures with which they have had
contact.

Both share strong family traditions
with respect for elders, honored roles
for women and close interaction be-
tween young and old.

Both value education. No matter
how poor and how difficult the lives,
Jewish and Chinese parents want
their children to learn, to absorb as
much education as possible, and
make great sacrifices to insure their
childrens' opportunity. As a result,
teachers and scholars—though not
rich—are highly respected.

Both cultures survived in spite of
severe setbacks and evolved and
flourished while other civilizations rose,
fell, orevendisappearedinto oblivion.

In moderntimes, both have under-
gone many rapid changes while they
creatively engaged in adapting their
ancient traditions and political sys-
temstothedictates of a rapidly chang-
ing modern world.

Unfortunately, these great, rich
civilizations seldom met historically.
As a result, until very recently, little
was known about Jewish culture in
China. Moreover, what the Chinese
did know never went beyond the ab-
stract and superficial and (by and
large) negative. This is not only be-
cause of the lack of direct contact
between the two over the centuries,
but also because there were few, if
any, materials available to the Chi-
nese in studying Jewish culture.

While China has recently intro-
duced a few Jewish programs: He-
brew language courses at Beijing
University, Jewish culture courses at
Nanjing University, Israeli studies at
Yunan University, history studies in
Shanghai and elsewhere, they all are
in early stages, still greatly limited in
scope and do not fulfill the need for
basic reference materials which would
permit extensive research and wider
understanding.

The primary research and study
tool for Judaic studies throughout the

world is the Encyclopedia Judaica,
which has been published only in

D3: Wang Yisha already mentioned
that the predecessors of the Chinese
Jews and those other Chinese of the
same place (Kaifeng) together had a
plot of land . . . These situations with
Han Chinese made them combine so
that later on they intermarried with the
Han. Because they married together,
their funerals were held and their
graves were in the plots of our own
family. They weren't square. My aunt
said that our graves—| don't know if
thisistrue, I'mjust repeating what she
said—she said, "If you're talking about
the kinds of graves Muslims have . . .
ours are also flat-top, rectangular.” |
don't know if it really was this way.
Now our graves are round . . .

WA: Do you remember any kind of
funeral ceremonies? Were there any
that you remember?

D3: | know the ceremonies of the
Chinese, but not of the Jews . . . It's
said that the gravestones of the Li
family are not with those of the Han.
Supposedly they were square, notlike
those of the Han. This is what my aunt
said. But | don't know.

WA:Was any Hebrew written onthem?
D3: Yes. | heard that a long time ago
after Jews died, whenthey were going
to be buried there were rabbis (who)
were religiously prestigiousinthe Jew-
ish synagogue and knew some of the
Jewish scriptures. Those people were
learned . . . These rabbis were asked
to write Hebrew on the gravestones.
WA: Did they ever speak of any other
ceremonies, such as weddings?

D3: No, no. My aunt told me when |
was young that (when) the first male
child (was) threedaysold. .. he would
undergo circumcision.

WA: Oh, at three days old? Isn't it at
eight days old?

D3: 1 didn't understand. .. The eldest
son was to be circumcised at three
days old, although I've never gone
throughit. | don't know why there must
be circumcision. Butthisisn't just what
she told me. Afterwards | heard them
say it had something to do with man
and God uniting? Is this true? . . .
WA: I'd like to ask you about Muslims.
Have there ever been any unpeaceful
events between them since the time
you were young or that 1919 event?
D3: Not between Han and Muslims.
My neighbors don't know we're Jew-
ishdescendants. .. IfItold them | was

aJewishdescendantthey'dsay "Com-
rade Shi, how could you be Jewish?
You're no different from me." It's hard
for me to explain in one word. After-
wards we talked at greater length. He
asked how long we had been around.
| said since the Song dynasty. That's
close to athousand years ago. That's
several generations—about 15 or 16.
He became very curious. "What kind
of customs or habits do you have?" |
said now we haven't any at all.

D3: In the synagogue there was a
placard proclaiming the greatness of
the Qing Emperor. Aside from "monu-
ments" to Moses and David and other
great Jewish leaders, there had to be
onetothe Qing Emperor. [twas some-
thing that was required. If not, he
could say "these Jews, these foreign-
ers don't respect me."

The Chinese Jews under other cir-
cumstances began to believe in Bud-
dhism. Later on they no longer had a
synagogue. Before the Ming dynasty,
probably the 1600's, the synagogue
was destroyed in a flood. After it was
destroyed . . . the Jews had no place
to congregate. They just met in indi-
vidual homes . . . Just think. No one
knows from what generation they
started intermarrying with Han Chi-
nese but those were few. As soon as
they intermarried . . . Why did they
assimilate? How did they assimilate in
this way? This is a new subject . . . |
would like to know why it is that

Kaifeng's Jews assimilated so easily -

withthe Han Chinese ... Judaismand
Confucianism are very similar. Ac-
cording to what | know, Confucianism
came about over 300 years after Ju-
daism...Buttheyagree onthe ethics,
not the religion per se.

WA: I'd like to know if you hope your
children—rather, whatare yourhopes
for them being Jewish? Do you have
any special wishes for your descen-
dants? ...

D3: My children ask me to tell them
Jewish stories so | tellthem some. But
| don't expect anything else of them.
My daughter herself very naturally, for
example, when she fills in personal
data forms she automatically writes
"youtai" (Jewish) onit. Yes, it was just
natural for her to do so.

WA: For example, Descendant #1

Page -9-

said that even though he has . . .
daughters he hopes they can all be
considered Jews, sohe already agreed
with them that their children must . . .
D3: Oh, this. | only hope that, for
example, my grandson should know
he is Jewish and this way we keep
passing along this knowledge from
generation to generation. Aside from
this | don't have any need for us to
assemble when we're together, for
example. Actually we have no need
forthis. | justhope my son and daugh-
ter know they are Jewish descen-
dants.

WA: Do you want them to study any-
thing about the religion?

D3: No, they haven't asked to do this.
As for myself, | also don't need this. If
| can speak frankly, there's really no
interest in this. This is really how it is.
But if you ask if I'd like to know about
this or do some research on it—for
example if you say you'd like to find
out about the Jewish New Year's, |
would very much like to take a look at
this. But if you say "this is how we
celebrate the New Year's," | simply
have no desire for it . . . Now our
neighbors, if you say you believe in
something, they would say in our
Kaifeng dialect: "This is all nonsense!
If | don't work | won't have bread to
eat."

WA: Yes, this is very practical.
D3:1t's not just me who feels this way,
we all feel this way. For example, my
neighbors used to believe in Bud-
dhism—it's not because the Commu-
nists wouldn't let them believe in Bud-
dhism after Liberation. Please believe
me. That's notthe way it was atall. But
they are simply no longerinterested in
Buddhism now. They don't nowadays
burn incense on New Year's Day or
other festive occasions. No, no. On
New Year's you can come to our
home and visit our neighbors. There's
no burning of incense or kowtowing.
No, none . ..

Now | don't know anything about
other places, since | rarely go any-
where, but | know at least in Kaifeng it
is like this. So the reason | gave this
example was because . . . | am not
interested in this. I'm very honest with
you. | love to do research. Actually,
you mentioned you were going to do



