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investing in the mining of known gold
deposits in North Korea.

At some point in the ensuing dis-
cussions, it was suggested that Isra-
el be brought into the picture.

Reportedly at China's urging,
North Korea agreed — even though
gold mining is not exactly high on the
roster of Israeli expertise. In October
1992, an Israeli delegation headed
by Eitan Bentsur, deputy director-
general ofthe Foreign Ministry, made
a highly secret visit to Pyongyang -
so secretthatmany senior officials in

the ministry were unaware of it. The
delegation included Israeli geolo-
gists, but it was plain the North Kore-
ans had more on their minds than

gold. So did the Israelis.

North Korea, which has a well-
developed arms industry, produces
Scuds which it has sold to Syria. It
was known to be developing a long-
er-range missile, the Lodung-1. Iran
had placed an order for the new
missiles whose 1,000-km. range
would permitthemto strike anywhere
in Israel.

Bentsur pressed for cancellation
of that deal and a pledge by North
Koreans suggested it would take
something like $1 billion in invest-
ments, in the gold mines and other
projects, to compensate them for the
loss of revenue from missile sales.

Last June's agreement by
Pyongyang to suspend its pullout
from the Nuclear Treaty led Wash-
ington to drop its objections to israel
pursuing its contacts with North Ko-
rea.
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— TWO AMERICANS IN CHINA —

SIDNEY RITTENBERG: THE MAN WHO STAYED BEHIND

by Nick Gallo, Seattle-based Freelance Writer
reprinted from Eastsideweek, December 2, 1992

"I wanted to start off the book: 'My life has been extremely happy and
interesting," says Sidney Rittenberg, handing me the manuscript of The Man Who
Stayed Behind, published by Simon and Schuster 1993, 476 pp. $25. Co-written
by Wall Street Journal reporter Amanda Bennett, it is an account of Rittenberg's
35 years in China, where he first traveled in 1945 and lived most of his adult life.

As we walk to the door, he stops at a family picture in the foyer. It's a nice shot
of Rittenberg, 71, his four adult children, and his wife embracing in front of poplar
trees.

The optimistic words are what you might expect from an old man with a nice
Jewish face, someone who appears to have his health, his marbles, a loving
family, and the trappings of the good life. He lives in a large, beautifully landscaped
home in a Woodinville cul-de-sac, with a BMW in the garage, and plenty of
electronic gear around.

The next time | visit Sidney Rittenberg | have finished his story and this time it
is | who stop at the photo on the wall. | stare at Yulin, his Chinese wife, who was
humiliated, beaten, forced to wear a placard: "This is the unrepentant wife of the
dog of an imperialist spy," then exiled to three years in a labor camp.

| look closely at the children, who were ostracized and branded as "littlle
American spies" and stoned by other kids.

Then Rittenberg himself draws up close to me, his face absent of bitterness and
rancor. It is he who paid the heaviest price of all: 16 years of solitary confinement
in China's prisons.

Few people survive 16 years in a cell in China let alone emerge with their
humanity intact, but Rittenberg is a remarkable man with an extraordinary story.

The only American citizen ever to join the Chinese Communist Party, he
roamed the mountains of revolutionary China with Mao Tse-tung and Zhou Enlai,
then rose to a top leadership position at Radio Peking before being swallowed up
by the Cultural Revolution.

Imprisoned twice, the last time at Qin Cheng, China's prison for top-ranking
political prisoners, he returned tothe U.S. in 1980 and now has finished composing
his story, a gripping account that combines a devastating indictment of Chinese
communism with an enormous love and affection for China itself.

Born in 1921 in Charleston, South Carolina, Rittenberg grew up the only son
in a prominent Jewish family. His grandfather was a state legislator. His father was
president of the Charleston City Council.

Rittenberg was a bright, rebellious youth, who attended the University of North
Carolina. It was there he joined a leftist-oriented student group and began labor
organizing and civil-rights activism.

Remembered by a friend from those days as a "skinny little kid with thick

| glasses being followed around by 200-pound miners," Rittenberg organized coal

miners, steel workers, and cotton-mill workers. He joined the American Commu-
nist Party at age 18.

His unusual social conscience was fueled by college studies in political
philosophy, but also had antecedents in a personal event.  (continued on page 5)

SIDNEY SHAPIRO: FOR THE
SAKE OF THE REVOLUTION

by Lindsey Shanson,

reprinted from The Jerusalem Report,
February 25, 1993

From his two-room back-alley res-
idence in Beijing's West City, Sidney
Shapiro looks back, with consider-
able pride and not a scintilla of regret,
on how he renounced his U.S. citizen-
ship and began his ascentthrough the
ranks of the Chinese hierarchy. To-
day, after 40 years of championing
the GreatLeap Forward andthe meta-
morphosis of China, the New York-
born Jew is in semi-retirement but still
a member of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Council, the only
foreigner ever to achieve such emi-
nence.

Born in 1915, Shapiro qualified as
alawyer, entered the American army,
and applied for the French-language
program. Typically, they sent him to
learn Chinese instead, then on to a
signals intelligence unit which broke
Japanese codes.

After World War Il he practiced law
in New York. But a seed of radicalism
planted by the 1929 crash, which wiped
out his family's fortune and claimed
his bar mitzvah money too, took root.
"Thatis what soured me on capitalism
and opened meto socialism," he says.
"So | got on a freighter in 1947 and
came to China," out of sympathy for
Mao Tse-tung's revolutionary move-
ment.

In Shanghai under the Nationalist
regime of Chiang Kaishek, whose
policies he despised, Shapiro prac-
tised law. He soon met and married
Phoenix, a left-wing Chinese activist.

By 1948, the Nationalist hold on
mainland China was crumbling.

(continued on page 10)
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From the editor:

This issue features several interest-
ing articles: another pioneering work
comparing the Chinese and Jewish his-
torical experiences, this one by Prof.
Yee; a recapitulation of the Rites Con-
troversy, by Leo Gabow; a portion of
Ben Levaco's memoirs; and the usual
cornucopia of Sino-Judaic curiosities.

But if this issue has a focus (which if
itdoes, is never planned), | would say it
would be on famous Western Jews in
China. We have stories on the two
Sidneys (Rittenberg and Shapiro), a
book review of a biography of Trebitsch
Lincoln, and an appreciation of Lord
Kadoorie, who died justthis summer. All
we need for a full set would be some-
thing on Israel Epstein and Borodin—
unlessthere are other Jews about whom
I am ignorant. (If so, please advise.)

Perhaps someday someone willdo a
book on these Jews, tracing their lives,
comparing their backgrounds, evaluat-
ing their contributions to China, and so
on. Ifsomeone picks up on this sugges-
tions, a preliminary report in Points East
would be appreciated.

Anson Laytner
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IN THE FIELD

°*MIKE POLLAK UPDATE
As some of you must know by now,
Mike has been having a rough time.
He had open heart surgery not long
ago and seemed to be making an
uneventful recovery when he suf-
fered a setback a few weeks ago.
Luckily he received emergency treat-
mentin time, has now had new gad-
getry added to monitor the heart,
and he assures usthatheisagainon
the mend. He is proofing the last
stages of his Sino-Judaic bibliogra-
phy andthatimportantwork will soon
be printed. Again, it will be a joint
production of the Institute and the
Hebrew Union College.

°*NEW MEMBER RENE GOLDMAN
One of the very enthusiastic new
members of the SJI is Rene
Goldman, who teaches Chinese at
the University of British Columbia.
He is working on a couple of articles
dealing with comparisons between
Jewish and Chinese philosophers
(one on Zhu Xiand Maimonides, the
other on the chun-tzu and the
zaddick) and it may be that he will
submit a ms to us for the Sino-
Judaica. Goldman visited Kaifeng in
1957, which is a great deal earlier
than most visitors with whom we
have had contact.

°*PROF. ANDY PLAKS VISITS
KAIFENG
SJl Board Member Prof. Andy Plaks
recently visited Kaifeng and has
much to report on developments
there. He reports that everything now
seemspossible, anditisonlyaques-
tion of money. We hope to publish a
report on his visit in a future issue of
Points East.

°PLANS FOR A NEW FILM ON
SHANGHAI
We havereceived anannouncement
from the Shanghai Science and Ed-
ucation Film Studio that they wish to
produce a 30 minute documentary
on Jewish life in Shanghai in various
historic periods since the opening of
Shanghai as a city, that is, since

countries. Dipak Jain, an Indian busi-
nessman, will perhaps be the first to
set up a textile plant in Beersheva
with a view to use Israel as a bridge
toworld markets. Jointventures, such
asthatbetween Finolex, India's lead-
ing plastic processing company, and
Plastro Gvat, a leading Israeli drip
irrigation systems manufacturer, are
also in the works. The two govern-
ments have also exchanged draft
trade agreements which will bestow
the status of most favored nation to
each other.

ISRAELI AND INDIAN COMPA-
NIES SIGN AGREEMENTS
The Jain Agricultural Trading Com-
pany of Bombay has signed an
agreement with As-Rom Metal In-
dustries to manufacture hothouses.
It has also purchased information
from Amcor regarding the manufac-
ture of solar heaters and plans to
establish ajoint plantin India to man-
ufacture air-conditioners and refrig-
erators. Another agreement is with
Rahan Meristem propagation nurs-
eries to establish a joint factory in
India.

-ISRAEL'S AMBASSADOR TO
INDIA A MEDIA HIT
Ephraim Dowek was interviewed by
the Indian media fifteen times in his
first two weeks in office. "This is
beyond expectations," Dowek said.
"My colleagues from other countries
have not been interviewed as much
during their entire stay."

JAPAN

*JAPAN TO END SUPPORT OF
ARAB ECONOMIC BOYCOTT
Top officials in Japan told visiting
American Jewish Committee lead-
ers last December that leading Jap-
anese companies have been ad-
vised to stop cooperating with the
Arab boycott. In addition, Japan has
expressed its "disapproval" of the
boycott, and has called for its sus-
pension in communications sent di-
rectly to the Arab League and the
Gulf Cooperation Councilandin con-
versations with various Arab ambas-

1840. The proposed title is "An Un-
forgettable Orient City — A Record
of Jews in Shanghai." An accompa-
nying letter welcomes financial and
other support and facilitative assisy™
tance. Al Dien responded by send-
ing a copy of the three page an-
nouncement with suggested im-
provements of the English, espe-
cially of the title, and expressing our
interest in being kept informed of
their progress. Inthis context, Sheila
Kagan, of New York, has written of
her plan to do a screenplay about
Russian Jews who found refuge in
Shanghaiduring the time of the Rus-
sian Revolution. She asks fornames
of people whom she might contact
who would have stories and infor-
mation on this topic. We sent her the
names of Ben Levacoand LeoHanin.
BENLEVACO AND THEHOOVER
INSTITUTION ARCHIVES

As reported in a previous issue of
Points East, we have established an
archive on the history of Jews in
China in the Hoover Institution. The
first deposit was a copy of the ledger
kept by the Polish consulate for Pol-{ &
ish citizens arriving in China during
the 30s and 40s. More recently, Ben
Levaco, a former resident of Harbin,
Tienjin and Shanghai, and now in his
80s, came up from southern Califor-
nia where he is living and gave a
lecture co-sponsored by the Jewish
Community Center and the SJI. At
the same time, Ben presented a box
full of his papers, photos, records,
etc. tothe Hooverarchives. We hope
that this will be the first of a flow of
material. During his visit, we toured
the Hoover facility and were very
impressed with the professionalism
of the enterprise. At the same meet-
ing at the JCC, Ben's nephew, Ron
Levaco, a professor of film at the
University of California, San Fran-
cisco, gave a first-rate talk and

showed a preliminary clip of a filmhe sadors.
is currently making for distribution *RELATIONS WITH JAPAN IM-
PROVING

on NPR of Americans who chose to
remain in China and to identify with'
the Revolution there. These include
Sidney Shapiro and Israel Epstein.

Due to the recession which has hit
Japan, there has been an increased
interest onthe partof Japanese com-
panies in foreign markets, including

Israel. 1992 was a significant yearin
Israel-Japan relations. Among the
more important developments were
the visit of the Deputy Minister of
MITlto Israel in November 1992, the
first official visit of an MITI official in
Israel.

Israel's Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres made an official visit to Japan
in 1992. In January 1993 Israel and
Japan signed an agreement to pre-
vent double taxation. This was the
first formal agreement between the
two countries. There was also
progress in technological coopera-
tion between Japan and Israel. This
month a delegation from Japan's
AIST agency will visit Israel to exam-
ine possible cooperation between
thetwo countriesinthis area. Israel's
exports to Japan reached nearly $7
millionin 1992. Aside from diamonds,
the main bulk of the exports consist-
ed of chemicals, electronics, com-
munications systems, medical equip-
ment, bio-technology and software.

VIETNAM

NO ISRAEL-VIETNAM TIES SEEN
YET, BUT RELATIONS IMPROVE
Anlsraelidelegationthat visited Viet-
nam in March made important con-
tacts there, but diplomatic relations
are still probably a long way off,
officials in Jerusalem said. Foreign
Ministry Director General Dr. Yosef
Hadass, who headed the delega-
tion, signed a memorandum with his
counterparts in Hanoi that described
the visit as a "first step towards dip-
lomatic relations" anda second mem-
orandum calling for the encourage-
ment of economic and commercial
ties. Koor Trade Ltd. signed a deal
with a government-owned Vietnam-
ese firm to sell $50,000 worth of
chemicals. It was also decided that
Israel would provide 15 scholarships
inthe areas of economics and health
for Vietnamese students to study in
Israel.

ISRAEL AND VIETNAM BARTER
Vietnam and Israel have signed a
trade agreement whereby Vietnam
will supply Israel with rice, coffee
and rubber while Israel will supply
Vietnam with agricultural com-
pounds. Israel agreed to the barter
arrangement as a way of initiating
trade at a time when Vietnam faces
a serious foreign currency deficit.
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Other barter deals discussed were:
establishing a communications in-
frastructure for Vietnamese village
areas in return for Vietnamese tex-
tile manufacturing know-how to help
lower production pricesinIsrael. Viet-
nam is considered to have an agri-
cultural market with vast potential.

SOUTH KOREA

*S.KOREA MOVES AGAINSTBOY-
COoTT
South Korea has now joined Japan
in breaking the Arab boycott of Isra-
el, but is apparently moving more
slowly than its large neighbor. Ac-
cording to Boycott Report, the South
Korean governments is slowly and
cautiously changing its stance, and
the Korean corporations Samsung
and Goldstar have begun selling in
Israel. It is not yet known what the
positions of Hyundai and Daewoo
are on the matter. South Korea isthe
only country that trades with Israel
but refuses to disclose the amount to
the International Monetary Fund.
Israel reported to the IMF that in
1991 its exports to South Korea were
$70 million and its imports from that
nation totaled $79 million.

«ISRAEL RE-OPENS SOUTH
KOREAN EMBASSY
Asher Naim, Israel's first ambassa-
dor to South Korea in fifteen years
re-opened the lsraeli embassy in
Seoul last November. The embassy
had closed in 1978 under pressure
from Arab countries on South Korea.

THAILAND

°DOROT SIGNS DEAL WITH
THAILAND
Dorot Valve Manufacturers has
signedan agreementwith Thailand's
Ministry of Trade and Industry to
supply hydraulic diaphragm valves
for Bankgok's new central water
transportation line.

NORTH KOREA

« CONTACT ESTABLISHED
According to a knowledgeable Is-
raeli source, contact between the
two countries was initiated last year
through an American Jew in the jew-
elry business and an American busi-
nessman of South Korean origin.
The latter, who has commercial deal-
ings with North Korea, approached
the Jewish businessman to propose
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ECONOMIC AND
POLITICAL NOTES

CHINA

e BEERSHEVA COMPANY SIGNS
WITH CHINESE FIRM
Nepro-Negev Projects and a Chi-
nese firm have signed an agreement
to carry out joint industrial projects
worth $20 million in which the Chi-
nese will supply materials and other
services forlarge-scale construction
projects in the Negev city.

*ZIM SETS UP SHOP IN CHINA
Zim has established official repre-
sentatives in Beijing and Shanghai.
The company's Chinese agent will
be Sun Hing Shipping of Hong Kong,
which serves as Zim's agent else-
where in Asia. The company is con-
sidering running small container
ships to the south China port of
Cheku, as this port has modern dock-
ing equipment and facilities.

e BENGURIONUNIVERSITY HOSTS
INTERNATIONAL COURSE ON
ARID-ZONE FARMING
Twenty-one students from fourteen
countriesincluding China, Kenyaand
the Ivory Coast graduated in De-
cember from BGU's third interna-
tional course on arid-zone farming,
held at the Institutes for Applied Re-
search underthe auspices of Israel's
Foreign Ministry.

*« SCIENCE AGREEMENTS SIGNED
Shmuel Sorek, Chairman of the As-
sociation of Engineers and Archi-
tects in Israel signed an agreement
with a delegation from China's Asso-
ciation of Science. Under the agree-
ment, the science association will
help Israeli businessmen and scien-
tists interested in the Chinese mar-
ket to sell their products there. It also
plans to produce an exhibit in China
of Israel technology and products in
the areas of computers, electronics,
industry and agriculture. Director
General of the Ministry of Science
and Technology, Dr. Gershon
Metzger recently headed a science
delegation to both China and India
and reported that the ground has
been laid for future projects between
Israel and the two countries.

° DRIP IRRIGATION AGREEMENT
SIGNED
Plastro Gvat, adripirrigation compa-
ny and Hydromatic, have signed a
$1.5 million export agreement with
the provincial government of Hebei,
the first step in long-term coopera-
tion, which could later include plants
in Hebei with Israeli technology.

*SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION
AGREEMENT SIGNED
This past February, the two coun-
tries signed an agreement by which
scientists will hold joint conferences
and conduct research in the fields of
land conservation, civilian uses of
space science, electronics and med-
ical instrumentation.

* ISRAEL TO IMPORT COAL
Israel will import an initial local of
60,000 tons of coal, worth about
$2.5 million, from the Chinese na-
tional coal company, China Coal
Import Export Co-op. After the coal
is tested in Israeli power stations, a
decision will be made on whether to
import additional quantities.

* ISRAEL'S MEDICAL COMPANIES
ATTEND MEDICAL CHINA '93
Medical China '93, a conference or-
ganized by the China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade and
supported by the Chinese Ministry of
Health, will be attended by 11 Israeli
delegates, representatives of Isra-
el's medical and health companies,
who hope to sell the Chinese surgi-
cal supplies, and medical and diag-
nostic equipment.

*ICT FOR ISRAEL-CHINA BUSI-
NESS
A newly established business devel-
opment organization has been cre-
ated to foster Chinese-Israeli busi-
ness relationships. Israel-China
Technology (ICT) has at its disposal
a large network of native Chinese
technologicaland commercial sourc-
es to draw upon in Shanghai. The
organization can help those interest-
ed in getting started in China by
assisting in finding partners or set-
ting up production in China's Special
Economic Zones. It can also provide
assistance in exporting to and im-
porting from China. ICT concentrates
mostly on opportunities in the
healthcare field including medical
equipment, biological products, Chi-
nese traditional medical products and

health and specialty food items of
Chinese origin.

e EFAR CUTS CLOTH IN CHINA
Efar (Tiberias) Ltd has recently
signed a letter of intent with a Chi-
nese concern to establish a moist("
cloth manufacturing factory in Chi-
na. The factory will be established at
a cost of $1.7 million. The Chinese
concerncomprisesthree companies
which manufacture and market toilet
paper and cosmetic products. Efar
will hold 55 percent of the new com-
pany's shares, with the Chinese con-
cern holding 45 percent.

e CHINESE-IAl PARTNERSHIP
PROPOSED
A delegation of experts from Shang-
hai Aviation Industries recently visit-
edIsrael Aircraft Industries Ltd. (IAl).
They discussed cooperation in man-
ufacturinganew passengerairplane
intended for the Chinese market.
The Chinese are also interested in
cooperating with Israeli companies
in the field of high-tech.

* Twenty-six Chinese companies
and factories exhibited at Tel Aviv's
"“Man and His Home" exhibitionin
August. On display at the Chinese

pavilion were lightindustrial and elec- (

tronics products.
e Ehud Matarasso, vice chairman
of the Federation of Israeli Cham-
bers of Commerce, said China is
likely to become one of Israel's prin-
cipal trading partners within a short
time, with the possibility of $500 mil-
lion worth of trade between the two
countries within five years.
Matarrasso said Israel could supply
China with technology and products
in the agricultural, communications,
electronics, chemical and medical
equipment fields. In return, China
could export to Israel raw materials,
textiles, household goods and other
high quality products at low prices.
He said the cooperation agreement
signed by Israel and China has done
much to strengthen the ties between
the two countries.

INDIA

«INDIA AND ISRAEL TRADE EX-
PLORED
Israeli officials have been inviting
Indian businessmen to bring their

textile productsto Israel for re-export

with a 35% value addition, following
the footsteps of some far eastern

*WANG YISHA'S NEW BOOK
Wang Yisha, the Kaifeng scholar
and former director of the museum
there, has published his book enti-
tled Zhongguo Youtai chungiu (An-
nals of the Chinese Jews). Chunqiu
is a traditional name for annals or
chronicles, and is best translated as
such, rather than the literal "spring
and autumn" which does not make
much sense. The cost per copy is $2
(paperback) and $5 hardcover, with
$2 per copy for postage and han-
dling. Requests may be sent directly
to the SJl, with payment, and we will
forward these will be forwarded to
Prof. Xu Xin who will handle distribu-
tion from China.

®GUIDE FOR THE JEWISH TRAV-
ELLER TO CHINA
Al Dienis preparing a booklet, "Sites
and Resources in China for the Jew-
ish Traveller," with maps, lists, ad-
dresses, etc. It is currently in draft
form and Al is requesting input from
anyone with information to add.

°JEWS IN SPORTS
The first Hong Kong Maccabiah
Team has entered the 14th
Maccabiah Games with two athletes:
Alan Frishman, runner, and David
Leventhal, javelin. Dennis Leventhal,
a member of the SJI Board and fa-
ther of David (17 years old), reports
that he is "Head of the Delegation
and Manager."

°*NEW COOKBOOK ON INDIAN-
JEWISH CUISINE
Mavis Hyman has published a new
cookbook which seeks to preserve
in essence a form of cookery which
has been bound up with Indian Jews
for many generations. The dishes,
which have been tested, can fit in
comfortably with eating habits in the
Western world. The recipes are
placed in a historical, social and re-
ligious context. Comparisons are
also made with the culinary customs
of other Jewish communities. To or-
der Indian-Jewish Cooking send a
chequefor $11.35percopy, payable
to Hyman Publishers, 10 Holyoake
Walk, London N2 OJX, England,
along with your name and address.

° AMISHAV USA FORMED
Amishav, Rabbi Avichail's Israel-
based organization devoted to the
identification of the "Lost Tribes" and
theirreturnto Israel, has established
a US office. Amishav has recently
received some major coverage: in
the religion section of the Washing-
ton Post on 26 June 1993, and in a
feature article in the Jerusalem Re-
port, 9 September 1993. Amishav
USAmaybereachedat 1211 Ballard
Street, Silver Spring, MD 20910; tele-
phone and fax: (301) 681-5679. ltis
a membership organization and it
has also just published its first news-
letter.

LORD KADOORIE DIES

by Mark Hughes & Victoria Finlay
excerpted from the

South China Morning Post,
26 & 28 August 1993

Lord Kadoorie spent his last Sun-
day just as he had spent most of His
Sundays in Hong Kong — enjoying
lunch at his comfortable granite house
at Boulder Lodge in the New Territo-
ries with family and friends, reading
the newspapers and discoursing on
current affairs.

Although confined to a wheelchair
for the last few weeks of his life, the
man fittingly described as a human
dynamo was as mentally alert, inci-
sive and talkative as ever.

He died August 25th at the age of
94 at St. Teresa's Hospital, Kowloon,
with his great ambition, to stand with
Deng Xiaoping at the opening of the
Daya Bay nuclear power station, un-
fulfiled. He probably missed that open-
ing by just a few days.

Lord Kadoorie's life was the stuff of
fiction. Packed with drama, struggle,
achievement, loss achievementagain
against the odds, it could be said he
lived the life of several men. He was
certainly one of the territory's greatest
taipans and an inspiration to the busi-
ness and political community.

Born Lawrence Kadoorie on June
2, 1899, to a Jewish trading family
from Iraq, he survived war, prison-
camp internment and the seizure of
his family's assets in Shanghai to be-
come head of one of the world's wealth-
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iest families. In 1981 he became the
first person born in the territory to be
given a British peerage.

By virtue of his role in the power
industry, he played a pivotal part in
giving Hong Kong the thriving, mod-
ern economy with which it flourishes
today. As one commentator observed,
he turned a rocky wasteland into a
throbbing industrial and commercial
centre.

The Kadoorie family came to Hong
Kong in 1880, when Sir Elly Kadoorie
emigrated from Baghdad at the age of
15to work as a clerk. He laterbecame
asuccessful broker,developing a rub-
ber business and opening three ho-
tels in Shanghai and two others in
Hong Kong, including the magnificent
Peninsula.

As he commuted between the two
cities, young Lawrence was often in
tow — sometimes at school in China
and sometimes in Hong Kong, but
always learning about business.

In 1918, Elly decided to stake his
fortune on setting up power plants in
Kowloon afterfailingin Shanghai. With
him at the first board meeting of China
Light, originally a struggling little lamp
supplier, was Lawrence, who was
pressed into service at the company.

Inthe 20s, Lawrence studied lawin
London at Lincoln's Inn, although he
failed to complete the course and re-
turned to China Light. In 1938, he
married Muriel Gabbay, daughter of
another prominent Jewish business-
man in Hong Kong.

When Japan seized Hong Kong in
1941, the Kadoories were put in a
series of prison camps, where Elly
Kadoorie died. The Japanese army
seized their assets and dismantled
China Light's power station for fire-
wood.

After the war, Lawrence Kadoorie
found the power station in ruins. The
sumptuous Kadoorie-built Peninsula
Hotel in Kowloon had served as Jap-
anese occupation headquarters. Four
years later, the family lost its Shang-
hai holdings to Mao Zedong's Com-
munists.

But the remaining Kadoorie for-
tune was quickly put to work, both in
post-war reconstruction and philan-
thropic projects to absorb the masses
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of refugees fleeing to Hong Kong from
the Communists. The Kadoorie motto
was: "adhere and prosper" and
Kadoorie stuck to it.

He was a member of the colony's
legislature and policy-making Execu-
tive Council from 1951 to 1954. He
received a knighthood in 1974 and
then in 1981, the Queen made him
"Baron Kadoorie of Kowloon in Hong
Hong and of the city of Westminster."
He was a member of the Basic Law
Consultative Committee.

As a leading conservative, Lord
Kadoorie sought to dispel the image
of China's top politicians as unpredict-
able and threatening. He last spoke
out publicly on politics after the
Tiananmen Square massacrein 1989,
arguing that Hong Kong people should
not get involved in the upheavals of
China. He also once remarked that
China could not be governed by dem-
ocratic principle because it was too
big. "Big countries need strong lead-
ers," he said.

Lord Kadoorie had an instinctive
grasp of the power of the dramatic
gesture. In 1967, when street unrest
spilled into Hong Kong from the Cul-
tural Revolution, Lord Kadoorie or-
dered crews on one of his construc-
tion sites to work through the night as
his personal show of confidence in
Hong Kong's stability.

He saw "quite a lot of good in
colonialism" and would voice scepti-
cism about bringing democracy to
Hong Kong.

But when Hong Kong's return to
China's sovereignty in 1997 was
agreed, Lord Kadoorie was quick to
embrace the future. He was believed
to be closely involved in preparations
for the transfer, and was reported to
have close ties with Chinese leaders
including Deng Xiaoping.

The Kadoorie family fortune is es-
timated at US$3 billion. Its public hold-
ings include a 35 percent stake in
China Light and a similar stake in
Hong Kong and Shanghai Hotels,
which is headed by Kadoorie's son,
Michael. The family's dividendincome
from China Light alone was US$64
million in 1991.

The Kadoories also own stakes in
Tai-Ping Carpets and textile maker

Nanyang Holdings. They are also said
to have Johannesburg office build-
ings and a stake in a British merchant
bank. In addition, they maintain a big
equity portfolio including sizeable
stakesin Hutchison Whampoa, Wharf
Holdings, Modern Terminals and the
Cross-Harbour Tunnel Company. The
Peak Tram was conceived and run by
the family.

The Kadoories are well-known for
their philanthropy. For decades they
have spent millions on self-help
schemes in Hong Kong, Israel and
Nepal. The best known of these, the
Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Association,
pioneered vegetable and livestock
farmsinthe New Territories and helped
more than 300,000 refugees from
China to make a living.

Lord Kadoorie recently led China
Light and Power into a joint venture
with China to build a nuclear power
plantat Daya Bay, 50 kilometres north
of the border with Hong Kong. Al-
though 70 per cent of Day Bay's pow-
eris destined for Kowloon, it will serve
as a base for expansion in China.

In an interview last year, he said "I
am stilla Victorian, one of the very few
around."

Lord Kadoorie retired as chairman
of China Light and Power in Decem-
ber 1992.

He is survived by his wife Muriel,
son Michael and daughter Rita, and
younger brother Horace.

As his friend, Sir Jack Cater, re-
marked yesterday. "He was truly a
great man."

About 100 people attended the
ceremony, including all members of
the immediate family and business
associates.

The family had previously speci-
fiedthatthe funeralwastobe a private
affair. A larger memorial service for
Lord Kadoorie was held the following
Friday at the Ohel Lea Synagogue in
Robinson Road.

After a prayer in Hebrew had been
said over the coffin, it was brought out
tothe grave site by aprocessionhead-
ed by Lord Kadoorie's son, Michael,
whothen said a prayerover the grave.

Sir Sidney Gordon, who has been
a friend of the family for many years,
delivered a eulogy in English.

There was a short bible reading in
Cantonese, and then each of the peo-

ple at the funeral ceremonially placed
earth into the grave.

It was a moving, private moment,
and there were a few tears as each
person in turn bade an individual fare-
well to this man who had been patri-
arch of his family, his company, and
the Jewish community.

The pleasant, leafy cemetery in
Happy Valley has become the final
resting place for many members of
Hong Kong's Jewish community since
it opened in 1860.

FROM OUR READERS:

To the editor:

Looking for material on Morris
"Two-Gun" Cohen. Would appreciate
hearing from those who knew him in
China, Canadaand England andthose
who might have correspondences,
documents, archival records or news-
paper articles pertaining to this life
and times.

Daniel S. Levy

83-57 118th St., Apt. 5M
Kew Gardens, NY 11415
USA

To the editor:

You ask about the Jewish commu-
nity in Indonesia. So do I. Just now,
interestingly, there is a rather large
group, and very disparate - we had a
seder in April with perhaps 65-70 at-
tendees, including children - by farthe
largest such gathering in the memory
of anyone present. The group includ-
ed expatriates from America, Europe,
Australia and the Middle East. The
likelihood is that the Jakarta Jewish
community will continue to expand.
Interesting, also, to note reports that
at the Vienna Human Rights Confer-
ence last week the foreign ministers
of Indonesia and Israel had a brief
conversation - although whatwas said
is a subject of speculation. Itis unlike-
ly that Indonesia and Israel will have
diplomatic relations in the near future,
given Indonesia's position as the larg-
est Muslim population by far in the
world, and Indonesia's diplomatic rec-
ognition of the PLO. On the other
hand, there is no religious prejudice in
Indonesia. As for history, there was,
in the last part of the last century and
the early part of this one, an active

founded the city of Harbin. During the
twenty years between the survey of
the site in 1897 and the profound
dislocations of the 1917 revolution,
Harbin grew from an abandoned dis-
dllery with a minor river portage into a
bustling urban center with over
100,000inhabitants. Harbin's size and
economic importance were commen-
surate with its de facto role as provin-
cial capital of Russian Manchuria. Af-
ter 1917, Harbin's population was
doubled by a wave of immigration,
and it now became the only "Russian”
city in the world outside of the Soviet
Union.

As a first step towards a Manchuri-
an perspective on the history of the
Russian Revolution, my dissertation
provides an account and analysis of
Harbin's rapid transformation from
frontier town under government/com-
pany control to self-conscious, semi-
independent community. | approach
this question as a dialectic between
policies created in Petersburg and the
exigencies of local life in Harbin. This
allows the Harbin case to speak to
central historiographic concerns. Ex-
aminations of demography, adminis-
ration and local politics in Russian
Manchuria offer new perspectives on
Russian technocracy, the Witte sys-
tem, 1905 in Siberia and, most impor-
tantly, the bitter interministerial rival-
ries thatimperiled every initiative from
the center. Harbin, protected through
most of its early years by distance and
Finance Ministry backing, undertook
a unique evolutionary path. A liberal
nationality policy offered refuge to vic-
tims of persecution in Russia proper.
The Jewish and Polish communities
flourished. A belief that successful
competition with the Chinese out-
weighed the dangers of ethnic partic-
ularism led both the local railway ad-
ministration and its Petersburg supe-
riors to tolerate both liberal and revo-
lutionary political movements. The
absence from Manchuria of repres-
sive organs, such as the Gendarmerie,
also furthered this development.
Harbin's foreign location was often
invoked to explain what within Russia
~ould only be termed laxity. In a word,
darbin was the freest city in Russia
precisely because it was outside the
Empire's borders.
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BUILDING BRIDGES OF UNDERSTANDING

by Marilyn Silverstein
reprinted & excerpted from Jewish Exponent June 11, 1993

When Dr. Alfonz Lengyel returned
to China this month, he carried back
with him a dream of awakening Chi-
nese consciousness to the lives and
legacies of Jews who made a home on
Chinese sail.

A native of Budapest, Hungary, he
is an American citizen who has taught
in the United States, France, Germa-
ny, Yugoslavia, Tunisia, Italy and Chi-
na. He has been a professor of art
history, archaeology and museology
at the University of Fudan in Shanghai
for the past 10 years.

He also serves as the American
president of the Shanghai Universi-
ty's Fudan Museum Foundation. It is
in this capacity that Lengyel, a Chris-
tian, has become passionately in-
volved in championing research into
the history of Jewish settlements in
China and in promoting Jewish-Chi-
nese understanding.

In particular, Lengvel is working to
open a room at the Fudan Museum
filled with the relics that reflect that
history.

"It is my idea just to start, to have
the translation and a little exhibition —
a permanent exhibition — on Chi-
nese-Jewish heritage."

"This couldreally create some good
relationship between the Chinese and
Jewish people. That's my feeling," he
said, "When you see you have com-
mon ground, that, in my opinion, cre-
ates a solid base for a future Israel-
China relationship."

Another means would be to chron-
icle the true nature of the contribu-
tions of the Jews to Chinese society,
he said. And still another, to gather
together historic documents, photo-
graphs, Torah curtains and other reli-
gious relics and sacred objects relat-
ed to Jewish settlement in China fora
permanent exhibition at the Fudan
Museum.

Farther down the road, Lengyel
hopes to be able to find funding for
research into the assimilation of Jews
into Chinese society.

"Later, we figure out what really
happened anthropologically," he said.
"Who intermarried? Who are the off-
spring? Some of them intermarried.
They know who they are."

The crucial thing now, the profes-
sor said, is simply to begin.

"We have somehow to get orga-
nized," he said. "We can do it in part-
nership with any foundation."

The Fudan Museum Foundation is
also interested in researching and re-
storing synagogues, Jewish schools,
community centers and Jewish ceme-
tery sites in China, Lengyel said.

"I really wish this whole thing will
go," he added with feeling. "If a Jewish
museum wants to lead things through
our connections and through our work,
we are willing to do it."

Among the Chinese people, there
is a great interest in the contributions
of the Jews, Lengyel said.

"The Chinese are very proud of
their culture. It's a very strong, homo-
geneous culture," he said. "They know
that Jewish culture developed about
the same time — 6,000 years ago.

"This is a parallel culture which
from time to time touched China,"
Lengyel said. "They see from time to
time they were touched, but they don't
know. It comes again and disappears
again, comes again and disappears
again."

As a historian, he has always been
interested in digging into such sub-
jects, Lengyel said.

"Being a Christian, my own religion
is connected with the Old Testament,
so — no problem," he said, "As an
archaeologist, art historian and
museologist, | said that is an area
that's quite unknown. Let'slook at this.

"I am 72," he said, "Who knows
how many years | have? | want to
inspire a new generation to come and
dig and pull out and start. | like to give
inspiration."
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THE SECRET LIVES OF
TREBITSCH LINCOLN

by Bernard Wasserstein, New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1988.
reviewed by Lauren W. Deutsch,
marketing & public relations professional
with KCRW, National Public Radio,
Los Angeles

Like Woody Allen's Zelig, Trebitsch
Lincoln was the consummate social
chameleon, and like "Lazlo Toth" (aka
Saturday Night Live's Father Guido
Sarducci, aka etc.), he thought well
enough of himself to court relation-
ships with world-famous people and
did so with awesome determination.
In The Secret Lives of Trebitsch Lin-
coln, Bernard Wasserstein writes a
fascinating report, not without a "true"
scholar's apology for allowing "curios-
ity" to progress into "genuine interest"
and "virtual obsession". His writing on
the many-faceted personality of this
historical (hysterical, nonetheless
"highly disturbed") figure, for whom
the word "scoundrel" is a polite under-
statement, becomes a casual thesau-
rus. (Would you prefer "rogue"?) He
presents us with a well-documented
(mostly from the records of the British
Foreign Office, as well as a few en-
counters with the subject's distant rel-
atives) text on what he considersto be
"the closest accessible approach to
the true history of a false messiah."
(The book really doesn't really give
one a romantic notion; although, he'd
make good company for Jacob Frank
and Sabbatai Tzvi.)

One should look at the life (lives?)
of Trebitsch Lincoln with caution:
"Don'ttry this at home, kids." He is but
a mortal; born Ignacz Trebitsch in
1879 at Paks, Hungary to a prosper-
ous, religiously conservative Jewish
family. Talented for little scholastical-
ly or professionally (He had hollow
careers as an actor, journalist and
industrialist, among others), he was,
however, brimming with bravado,
linquistically adroit and motivated by a
modicum of tsoris. Wasserstein al-
lows us a broad view of the culture in
terms of time and space which nur-
tured Trebitsch, the impressive array
of social, political, economic and reli-
gious bureaucracies entangling both
Eastern and Western hemispheres
through whose loopholes the subject

masterfully slipped and whose mov-
ers and shakers he tantalized.

Despite his chronic financial desti-
tution, it would seem even superficial-
ly that he had made it successfully;
such as the times he was known (and
“functioning") as Ignatius Timotheus
Trebitsch, Lutheran (not too long af-
terward Anglican) missionary to the
Jews, as I.T.T. Lincoln, British M.P.,
or as the Chinese Buddhist Abbot
ChaoKung (aswhomhediedin 1943).
But most of the time he was not pro-
ductive in these guises, save the tem-
porary satisfaction of his ego's hungry
ghost. And he had little material im-
pact on history, save his mere exist-
ence. It was all much to the joy of the
media and the bane of those whose
financial empires he drained inaflurry
of misfortunes. From Berlin to Brook-
lyn to Budapest, Shanghai to San
Francisco to Montreal, he attempted
to storm into the countries and con-
sciousness of an amazing number of
people of high rank and stature. He
offered a colorful package particularly
to budding Western Buddhists and
other Eastern mysticism-craving Eu-
ropeans. Again, his successes were
enough to make one wonder, "Why
nottry? What's to lose?" To Hitlerand
the Japanese occupation forces in
China, forexample, he positioned him-
self as the incarnate of spirits of both
the Dalai and Panchen Lamas (simul-
taneously!) and offered the powers of
his good offices (i.e. whatever worked).
"Teflon" Trebitsch (my nickname for
him) even evaded suspicion/harass-
ment/more properly, death by the
Germans, because even though they
apparently knew of his Jewish gene-
alogy there were officials who trusted
him.

In the end, we are tempted to re-
spond in the classical manner, "Who
wasthatmasked man?"Wasserstein's
well-indexed, annotated text is per-
haps a bit short of the sensationalist
style which assures a best-seller at
airports stalls; nonetheless, it is the
author'struefascination with the chase
that makes the book highly readable.
The Secret Lives of Trebitsch Lincoln
is much more satisfying than a silver
bullet anyway.
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ABSTRACTOFTHE
DISSERTATION
The Art and History of the Jewish
Traders on the T'ang Silk Road
by Milton G. Nobler
Doctor of Philosophy in Art History
Pacific Western University, Los Angeles
1989

Data relating to the importance of
the Jewish Traders on the T'ang Silk
Road and their representations in
ming-qi and otherarchaeological find-
ings have been widely dispersed and
generally unrecognized. This paper
discusses the Chinese exploration of
the West; the likelihood that the West-
ern terminus of the Silk Road was
Herod's Caesarea Maritima, in an-
cient Israel; and that Jewish traders
provided Europe with the benefits of
the greatly advanced Chinese tech-
nology, such as the crossbow, the
compass, improved methods of ani-
mal husbandry, etc., as well as silk,
crop plants, and otherimportant com-
modities.

The generally unknown important
role of the Jewish Khazars in facilitat-
ing this transmission of technology
and ideas in both directions is elabo-
rated upon.

The role of Moslem conquest and
iconoclasm in the destruction of the
Silk Road, its frescoes and art ob-
jects, and its ancient irrigation sys-
tems, is integrated with the history of
the Silk Road.

The facets of the Chinese ethos and
religions that led to the concept and
use of ming-gi and the place of figu-
rines of Jewish merchants in particu-
laramongthe tomb furnishings s elab-
orated upon, along with the reasons
for and methods of mass production
of these figures.

TO THEHARBINSTATION: CITY
BUILDINGINRUSSIAN
MANCHURIA, 1898-1914.
by David Wolff, Ph.D.
University of California, Berkeley, 1991.
326 pp.
from Dissertation Abstracts
International
53:5 November 1992

Near the projected intersection of
the Chinese Eastern Railroad and the
Sungari River, Russian engineers

Jewish community in Surabayain East
Java (Indonesia's second largest city,
then larger than Jakarta). There was
asynagog, and the building still stands,
although itis used for other purposes.
The members of the community were
largely, if not entirely, Middle Eastern
traders. | am not aware of any China
connections. | hope to visit Surabaya
one of these days to explore this his-
tory a bit more. Also, | may note that
the first Dutch Governor General of
the Netherlands Indies, some 300
years ago, was named Jan-Pieters
Coen.lhave noideaif he was Jewish;
if he was, he did not establish any kind
of Jewish community here in Jakarta,
but overthe centuries there have been
pockets of expatriate Jews here,
though never in significant number.
If any of your members have infor-
mation or historical reference to Jew-
ish activity in Indonesia, I'd be inter-
ested.
Sincerely, Harvey A. Leve
J1 Klungkung 48
Kuningan Timul
Jakarta 12950, Indonesia

To the editor:

Congratulations on your latest is-
sue of Points East! Extremely well
done, and full of valuable materials. |
wish, however, that Wendy's inter-
views had been made available to us
years ago. The content of these talks
with Kaifeng Jews makes me think
that | may have been a bit too suspi-
cious of their motives in providing
information to westerners, and of
their veracity. Dr. and Mrs. Kaye, after
all, had three of Wendy's interviewees
at their hotel room for a seder ten or
more years ago, and reported that
none of them seemed to know any-
thing about Pesach or anything else
associated with Judaic traditions.
Where did these fellows pick up the
information they later imparted to
Wendy? Or did the translator present
at the seder give the Kayes a poor, or
even distorted, rendition of the Kayes'
guests' statements?

Sincerely, Michael Pollak

SIDNEY RITTENBERG: THE MAN
WHO STAYED BEHIND

(continued from page 1)

It occurred when Rittenberg was a
teen-ager. After seeing a drunken
white man attack an innocent black
man, he called the police, then
watched in horror as officers clubbed
the black man senseless.

The horror turned to anger when
he heard his aunt explain away the
injustice: "You only get as much jus-
tice as you can pay for," she retorted.

"l couldn't accept that," says
Rittenberg, a short, bald man, seated
in his living room. Dressed in heavy
woolen clothes and a crocheted gray
hat, he has thick Norman Mailer-like
eyebrows that seem to punctuate his
words.

Plenty of fire still glows in his brown
eyes and intense focus. "That's not
the way it was in the storybooks," he
continues. "l wanted a world where
the good are rewarded and the bad
are punished."

Drafted during World War |II,
Rittenberg studied Chinese atthe U.S.
Army language school at Stanford.
(By joining the Army, his membership
inthe Communist Party was revoked.)
He showed an aptitude that later bor-
dered on brilliance.

David and Nancy Milton, two Amer-
icans who lived in China during the
1960s, wrote in The Wind Will Not
Subside: "He was a prodigious lin-
guist, fluent in many dialects. Accord-
ing to some of our Chinese friends,
themselves impressive interpreters
and translators, he was perhaps the
finest Chinese-English interpreter in
the world."

In 1945, Rittenberg went to China
to work as an Army interpreter. Tour-
ing the country to investigate Chinese
damage claims against U.S. troops,
he took an immediate liking to the
people and daily life.

When the war ended, he tore up
his discharge papers and stayed on
as a famine relief observer for the
U.N. The impoverished country was
in desperate shape.

In the aftermath of the Japanese
occupation, China reeled from dis-
rupted communication systems, dis-
mantled railways, and stratospheric
inflation; people literally wheeled their
money down to the market in wheel-
barrows to buy grain. Huge masses of
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refugees washed into the cities with
no food, shelter, or medical care. In
Shanghai, Rittenberg woke up every
day to find a corpse in the street.

Meanwhile, Chiang Kai-shek's
Nationalists were warring with the
Communists for control. As a U.N.
worker, Rittenberg encountered cor-
ruption and greed in Nationalist-con-
trolled enterprises. The Communists
impressed him as just the opposite:
they were honest, hardworking, and
committed to creating a better world.

Given his political beliefs, such a
perspective isn't surprising, but
Rittenberg was more than just im-
pressed. The revolutionaries were
something of a revelation to him, em-
bodying what he hoped for in a new
kind of working democracy.

"As soon as | got to China, | found
the people to be warm, friendly, and
confiding," he says. "l felt like | could
really do things as a communicator—
act as some kind of human bridge
between China and the U.S.

"Then after | met the Communists,
| was even more excited. | thought this
was the real thing. This was where a
real people's republic could be built."

When Communist leaders asked
him to help prepare English language
newscasts to spread word of their
struggle, he immediately accepted,
heading for the legendary caves of
Yenan in October 1946.

In Yenan, a town in the north-cen-
tral province of Shensi, the Commu-
nists lived in an intricate maze of hill
caves.

Here, Rittenberg polished speech-
es beamed at the ears of sympathetic
foreigners. Here, he drank in commu-
nisttheory andforged bonds with Zhou
Enlai and other first-generation Com-
munist Chinese.

Here, he mingled at social events,
dancing with Mao's wife, Jiang Qing,
atthe popular Saturday night dances,
giving Mao's daughter piggyback
rides, and playing a Chinese version
of gin rummy with the great leader
himself. (The chain-smoking Mao ap-
parently was a stoical card player.)

For much of 1947 and 1948,
Rittenberg marched with the Commu-
nists throughout the mountains, dodg-
ing Chiang Kai-shek's planes.

When he tells of those days, they
sound like a great adventure, but the
primitive conditions held hardship. As
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many as half the people had malaria.
Rittenberg developed tuberculosis
after caring for two elderly men with
the disease.

"It was hard, but it was very excit-
ing," he says. "We were a very tight-
knit bunch. It was the kind of idyllic
situation that only works when you're
in a war situation, when you're the
underdog fighting for power. Once
you get into power," he sighs, "it's a
different thing."

Affectionately teased as the "Little
Foreign Devil," Rittenberg felt the
Chinese were beginning to accept
him. He married a Chinese woman.
Eyewitness and now participant in a
greatrevolutionary movement, he was
living history.

Then, in January 1949, out of the
blue, his Communist comrades ar-
rested him and threw him into a tiny,
dank cell. Every day, interrogators
grilled him, demanding that he con-
fess to being an American spy.

His protestations ofinnocence only
served to anger his interrogators. For
a year, they kept him caged in near
pitch-black darkness, deprived of any
human contact.

Half-starved, sleep-deprived, and
forced to take mysterious pills,
Rittenberg descended into a mental
hellhole. Terrifying hallucinatory night-
mares afflicted him. Bouts of frenzied
panic overtook him.

Certainthathe waslosing his mind,
he wandered in and out of conscious-
ness, waking up at different times to
find himself eating mole crickets, the
plaster off walls, even his own feces.

"It was an awful, horrible experi-
ence," says Rittenberg, grimly. "There
was such an enormous sense of hurt
and betrayal. How could they do these
things to me? | was in total confusion.
| can't really get myself back into feel-
ing that horror. | can describe it, but |
can't feel it, thank God."

One day, in the darkness of his
room, he was able to make out a
headline ina newspaper used to block
his window: while he was in jail, the
Communists had swept into Beijing
and assumed power in October 1949.
The People's Republic was here.
Rittenberg found out in the spring of
1950.

Shortly afterwards, Rittenberg was
moved to another jail where he re-
mained in solitary confinement, but

was given some privileges, including
newspapers and books. He followed
China's affairs and read volumes of
economic theory to escape his
Kafkaesque predicament.

The better treatment he was re-
ceiving suggested that he would be
exonerated and released.

Buthow soon? Incredibly, he would
have to endure another five years in
detention. In 1955, after six years in
prison, he was finally released. He
was 34 years old.

“How did you stay sane?" | ask.

"Well, l almost didn't," he answers.
“There was this constant battle be-
tween rage and acceptance. There
was the enormity of the wrong done to
me, but if | allowed myself to feel it, |
would become outraged and then |
wouldn't have any way to deal with it.
| had to subjugate myself or else |
would have been consumed by bitter-
ness."

As many victims of persecution
have done, Rittenberg turned the
blame on himself. Tracing his prob-
lems to his "poor class background,"
he faulted himself for being too weak
and individualistic.

He believed his suffering paled
beside the struggle of millions to build
a new society. Choking off his anger,
he accepted his confinement as a
test, atrialto help himforge the strength
necessary to become a good commu-
nist.

Rittenberg emerged from prison
so muted of emotional protest that he
waved off the apologies of officials.
(Years later, Rittenberg received per-
sonal apologies for his imprisonment
from Mao and Zhou Enlai.) Chinese
leaders revealed they had followed
Soviet orders to arrest him.

Distrustful of Americans, Stalin had
arrested Anna Louise Strong, an
American Marxist and journalist (she
alsoonce served onthe Seattle School
Board). She was held in the Soviet
Union on trumped-up spy charges.
Stalin wanted Rittenberg rounded up,
aswell. "They said | was Strong's man
in China," says Rittenberg.

Outofjail, he was very much alone.
His wife had divorced him while he
was in prison. He had little desire to
returnto the U.S. where McCarthyism
was running rampant. He did not at-
tempt to correspond with friends or
relatives in the U.S., fearing that con-
tact with an avowed Communist in
China would hurt their reputations.

"Plus, | was a wreck, mentally,"
says Rittenberg, noting that he was
barely able to talk or say more than
one sentence at a time. "l couldn't
imagine plopping myself back in the

U.S. and trying to cope with a new !

culture."

More importantly, the changes in
China encouraged him. He looked
around: the squalid, poverty-stricken
country of the 1940s wore a calmer,
cleaner, more prosperous face.

By the time Rittenberg got out of
prison, the Communists had complet-
ed a major program of land reform.
Theirsupporthad come fromthe coun-
tryside where 500 million people lived
in villages and half the cultivatable
land was owned by less than one-
tenth of the population.

They redistributed land, handing
over 113 million acres to more than
300 million landless peasant sin co-
operative farms. Inthe process, peas-
ant treated landlords harshly, bring-
ing them before "struggle sessions"—
meetings during which they were crit-
icized and terrorized—and before
"people's tribunals," where they were
often sentenced to death.

Rittenberg had heard of problems

during land reform, but hoped they
were an aberration. Besides, theywere

part of the past.

Now, there was an air of freedom.
Soon, Mao would launch the "Hun-
dred Flowers" campaign, allowing
more academic freedom and dissent,
and inviting intellectuals to criticize
the party.

One of only about a dozen Ameri-
cans and their families who remained
in China after 1949, Rittenberg chose
to startanew in his adopted country, a
decision deepened when he met a 22-
year-old woman and married her a
year later.

That woman was Yulin, his current
wife, a pragmatic, salt-of-the-earth fig-
ure who would stay with him through
his final ordeals.

Communist officials made his de-
cision to stay easy. Greeting him with
open arms, they offered him his choice
of jobs within the propaganda net-
work.

He went to work at China's Broad-
cast Administration. His task was to
editand polish texts—editorials, news,
features—for foreign broadcasts.

Rittenberg rose steadily at Radio
Peking during the nextdecade. As the
bureaucracy grew to trust him, they

This type of travelling continued
from day to day and even though we
were never more than within a radius
of fifty miles from our base - Hou's
village - the slow pace madeitseemas
though we were in another world. Ac-
tually, we were only able to visit no
more than two or three dealers daily
and that is why it took me nearly a
month before | could return to Tientsin
and to reality.

Reality?!! No more mule-carts - No
more grit, grime and dust -- no more
bandits!!

"Welcome back - how was it?" This
from my brother, Bob, who met me at
the Tientsin North Railroad station.

"Have you got several hours that
you can spare? If you do I'll try to
describe it all," | answered.

"What's so special about a trip to
the interior?" from Bob.

"You might as well say, what's so
special about a trip to the moon?" |
countered. "It's another world - anoth-
er time element - it's like living in the
19th Century. Some day when you
really can spare afew hours, I'll tell you
all about it. But now all | want is a bath.
A bath in my own tub with lots and lots
of hot water!!"

Epilogue

Next day at the office, | was warmly
greeted by Alex Baylin.

"Glad to see you're back in one
piece, Ben. Hou told me about the
bandits. He also mentioned how much
your presence and participation helped
him in his negotiations with the deal-
ers."

"Ben - you did a great job and as a
bonus, I'm promoting you to Co-Su-
pervisor with the same responsibilities
as George Liepa, with an appropriate
raise in your salary. Congratulations!!"

Well, my Adventurous Month was
over - butitwas also the introduction to
many "Adventurous" assignments and
the beginning of my successful career
at O.C.C. Many trips followed in vari-
ous areas of the interior of China, as
well as Manchuria and Mongolia.

These ventures culminated in my
being appointed as manager of our
new plantin Shanghaiin 1936. | head-
ed this plant until the beginning of
World War . The Japanese, who then
took control of most of China, closed
down the O.C.C., itbeing an American
firm.

What happened in Shanghai dur-
ing WWII and after the defeat of the
Japanese is another story - in fact -
many, many more stories - some as
exciting and unusual as My Adventur-
ous Month and some that are quite
brutal since they deal with the ferocity
of the Japanese "conquerors."

Van Nuys, California 1991

BOOK NOOK

STRANGERS ALWAYS:
A JEWISH FAMILY IN WARTIME

SHANGHAI

by Rena Krasno
Berkeley, Calif.: Pacific View Press,
1992, 218 pages, 20 photos; $24.95,

hardcover.
reviewed by Dr. Marcia Sachs Little
founding director of the Anne Frank Institute,
teacher at Temple University.
reprinted from The Jewish Times
21 January 1993

Most of us view pre-World War i
Shanghai as a sophisticated, interna-
tional scene of luxury and frivolity. We
tend to recall the deliciously wicked
image so well captured by Marlene
Dietrich in the film "Shanghai."

But few people are aware that a
large Jewish population had found
refuge in Shanghai prior to World War
I, during the very period when it real-
ized its international height of sophis-
ticated living.

The author, RenaKrasno, wasborn
in Shanghai, China, in 1923, the
daughter of stateless Russian Jews
without passports. Krasno's father
arrived in Shanghai in 1921, fleeing
Russia.

In this book, Krasno provides the
readerwitha graphic —indeed unique
account of the events that unfolded
during the chaotic period of the wars
in the Pacific. It is an unusually com-
petent combination of solid history
and personal experience. The ac-
countsfromherdiary presenta unique
description of daily life in the Jewish
community, especially in the time of
the Japanese occupation of Shang-
hai.

In recent years, there has been an
outpouring of books describing the
plight of European Jews who were
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caughtin the web of World War Il. We
have a number of meticulously docu-
mented historic accounts, such as
LeniYahil'sbook, The Holocaust. Raul
Hilberg, Yehuda Baue and Lucy
Davidowicz — to name a few — also
have added to the historic documen-
tation of this period. In addition, we
are fortunate to have several hundred
excellent eyewitness accounts from
survivors and partisans in the form of
personal stories and diaries. More
recently, doctoral dissertations from
younger Jewish and Christian schol-
ars also have begun to surface.

What we have lacked in the litera-
ture has been the voice of those Jews
who lived in Shanghai both in its hey-
day, inthe years before, as wellas the
years during World War . Fortunate-
ly, a trickle of firsthand accounts has
begun to surface, before all of those
survivors are gone, documenting the
lives of those who lived through and
experienced the Japanese occupa-
tion.

The voice of Krasno, who was a
young girl just coming of age at the
time of the occupation, is a welcome
and valuable addition to the literature.
We are fortunate to have this en-
grossing and evocative eyewitness
account of her own and her family's
experiences. She recorded the infor-
mation in a personal diary and also
collected information from newspa-
pers, wall posters and other publica-
tions.

This young woman's moving ac-
count of a life assaulted by the stings
and humiliations of anti-Semitism is
inspiring to read. Her narrative de-
scribes the heroic efforts of members
of the Jewish community in Shanghai
as they helped refugees from the
Holocaust.

In addition to the important, little-
known history to which this book con-
tributes, those who are proponents of
"multiculturalism" will find this chroni-
cle contains an additional lesson. In a
world filled with ethnic and political
strife, there are presented some im-
portantmodelsintolerance and mutu-
alrespectin the most adverse circum-
stances.

* k k k k %k
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dust on our bodies from the mule-cart
ride of last night.

We were still having our breakfast
when some visitors showed up. They
were, | was told, village elders. They
were quite excited - and explained
their excitement as follows: - The ban-
dits had found out that there was a
white man somewhere in the village
and it was their intention to make a
surprise attack and carry him away for
ransom. Luckily the village watchmen
were alert and surprised the bandits
before they could accomplish the kid-
napping. Hereiswhere | had the shakes
again! "That's all | need," | thought "to
be held forransom!" | had heard that to
hurry ransom payment bandits some-
times cut off the victim's earand sent it
on to his friends. First my teeth were
chattering and then I felt the heat rising
to my eyeballs almost popping them
out.

The village elders then suggested
that Hou should bring out his rifles and
have them ready for any possible sec-
ond attack.

This was done and my lesson in
handling a rifle was the next step as |
had never handled a gun before.

The rest of the morning was spent
on rifle practice, using live ammuni-
tion. In the afternoon we had meetings
with some of the dealers who owed us
money and who were members of
Hou's village.

Thus passed Tuesday, my second
day of my, to say the least, adventur-
ous journey into the unknown.

"I wonder what tomorrow shall
bring."

Phase Three (Conclusion)
Dust and Grime and

Then a Bath!!

Tomorrow and tomorrow and to-
morrow - more mule-cartrides on more
and more dirt roads - with more shak-
ing - more body-aches and more en-
tirely strange surroundings. | could not
even appreciate the countryside as
the ruts in the roads were everywhere
- making it necessary to adjust one's
position with almost every step thatthe
mule took. His gait was so slow that |
could have outdistanced him by walk-
ing at a leisurely pace. There was
hardly any vegetation except fields
and fields of corn, cabbages or rice.

The trees were few and far between -
the farmhouses mostly made out of
mud with straw roofs. There were dogs
at every farm; their bark leaving no
impression on the mule who had evi-
dently become used to it and who
plodded along at an even pace know-
ing that this was his fate and this is
what he had to do to earn his solitary
meal of oats and a bucket of water at
the end of the day - day in and day out.

Whenever our travels took us too
far from Hou's village to allow us to
return before dark, we would stop ata
roadside inn for the night. These usu-
ally consisted of the same mud huts
with straw roofs and large yards forthe
mule-carts, the only type of transporta-
tion that | saw in this part of Hopei.

The sleepingaccommaodations con-
sisted oflarge rooms with K'angs along
the sides of the rooms - with each
traveller being assigned his blanket
and hard pillow - a pillowcase filled
with some sort of grain - whatever the
area produced. The smell was pierc-
ing, with garlic odor overpowering all
others-including the washless sweaty
stench of the bodies of the sleepers.

The necessary facilities for one's
relief consisted of a small outhouse
with a hole in the ground and two stone
slabs overitonwhichtorestone's feet.
Flies were everywhere and | can still
hear the buzzing. The washing facili-
ties were the same - a basin of hot
water and one towel assigned to each
group. In our case, there were three -
Hou, the mule-cart driver and . Food
was served in a room with bare wood-
en tables and benches to sit on - and
mostly consisted of noodles in soup,
with slabs of fat pork. There were also
dumplings out of pork - usually boiled
and served with strips of salted cab-
bage and bottles of soya sauce and la-
djiao - an oil made out of red chili
peppersthatwas so biting thatit threat-
ened to burn one's insides.

The dealers whom we visited usu-
allylived infarmhouses alongthe route
we travelled - away from the dusty
road, reached by still narrower paths.
They would be the ones connected
withsmallslaughter-houses from which
they would collect the casings from
sheep and hogs and would store them
in salt until they would send them on to
our plant in Tientsin, usually wrapped
incloth-sackslined with water-proofed,
oiled canvas.

Imagine my bodily discomfort on
this trip - Here | was, bathless for
almost a week - with dust all over me
and grit in my mouth - unable to wash
during the day except in the morning
and evening and then only out of a
small basin of hot water. On the fourth
day, a Thursday, | finally had enough
and told Hou that | had to have a bath.
He promised to accommodate me but
said that it would not be until that
Saturday when we would reach a larg-
er village than the ones we encoun-
tered so far. The village was Hsi-Pei
Hsien - and it had a bathhouse.

Well - | never anticipated having a
bath as much as the one promised for
Saturday, which finally arrived!! Filthy,
gritty, dust-covered - itchy all over - |
wasfinallytohave abath!! We reached
Hsi Pei Hsien in late afternoon and
luckily found an inn that had a bath-
house. This bathhouse consisted of a
large room with cauldrons of boiling
water being constantly heated with
coal on one side of the room and
K'angs lining the other three sides. In
the middle were six old-style metal
bathtubs on four short legs - which
were filled with the water whenever a
customer wanted a bath. Each bather
was supplied with soap and a towel
and that was it! This was a communal
bathhouse - for men only. Evidently
the women in the area did not travel,
staying home to take care of the chil-
dren and to keep the home fires burn-
ing!

Before | left Tientstin, my Mother -
ever the practical one - suggested that
| take along a bottle of alcohol for
disinfecting purposes. Well - the bottle
served me in good stead as the rings
on the bathtubs required quite a lot of
scrubbing and washing away the ac-
cumulation of Hoper's dust and grime.
After | considered myself thoroughly
cleansed of the accumulated foreign
matter that | was subjected to for the
pastweek, | had the bathtub refilled for
the third time and spent the next half
hour in heavenly bliss!

Meantime, Hou was reclining on
the K'ang, smoking away and drinking
cups and cups of hot jasmine tea. The
jasmine aroma was so powerful that it
filled the room and masked the con-
flicting unpleasant odors that were a
part of my memory of the entire trip.

| was lucky to have been able to
have abath once a week at the various
inns that we stopped at when we could
not return to our base.

gave him greater powers and more
sensitive, delicate projects, such as
helping to translate Mao's writings.

"I was the only foreigner who was
acceptedintotheinnercircle," he says.
"l read classified documents. | had
clearance to go over translated mate-
rial before texts were final. | didn't
have any real power, but | had privi-
lege."

As his influence grew, Rittenberg
became a central figure for the small
but important foreign community liv-
ing in Beijing. Every day, dozens of
foreigners gathered at the Friendship
Hotel for lunch to chat and exchange
gossip.

The enthusiastic, gregarious
Rittenberg, who the Miltons remem-
ber as wearing a brown corduroy suit
and disheveled tie, always drew a
crowd of lunch partners.

"The bright star of the circle . . .
whom Peking's entire foreign commu-
nity leaned for information, expertise,
and wisdom regarding China, was Sid
Rittenberg," they write.

It is not difficult to imagine
Rittenberg as a mobilizer and go-be-
tween. "A gifted raconteur," wrote Fox
Butterfield in his book China: Alive in
the Bitter Sea. (Butterfield, who had
covered China from Hong Kong, was
the first New York Times bureau chief
to serve in China after the relations
were normalized in 1979.) It's clear
that Rittenberg's great personalcharm
has served him well.

Photos depict him as somewhat
nerdish, with thick black glasses, but
he was a socializer and a cultural buff.
A connoisseur of Chinese food, he
hosted dinner parties at his apartment
where he had a collection of fine Ming
period rugs, attended opera, and was
the foreigners' unofficial guide to the
best gathering spots.

He also was a tireless worker, a
zealous ideologue who valued party
discipline and supported a dizzying
number of political campaigns
launched in the '50s and '60s to move
China forward.

During the late '50s, the openness
of the Hundred Flowers era vanished.
Alarmed that too many of their coun-
trymen were not working toward col-
lective goals, Chinese leaders re-
newed efforts to enforce ideological
purity.

Rittenberg tolerated the party's
continual search for "rightists" and
“capitalist roaders." When comrades

with "bad attitudes" were sentenced
to hard-labor camps in Manchuria, it
was the price that needed to be paid
for the country to succeed.

And, in many respects, China was
improving the lot of the ordinary per-
son, or so believed Rittenberg.

For the first time in a century, the
country was unified, free of warlords
and other terrors. Children got medi-
cal treatment. Old people were cared
for. Life expectancy doubled.

Like Soviet programs, China's first
Five-Year Plan introduced rapid in-
dustrialization in an agrarian-based
nation.

It enjoyed some successes: the
economy showed an impressive an-
nual growth rate of 8 percent, the
educational system graduated
130,000 engineers, and major gains
had been made in public health, in-
cluding the control of many communi-
cable diseases.

But, in the next few years, China
also reported spectacular results in
economic programs that later were
shown to be false.

In 1958, Chinese leaders put forth
the Great Leap Forward campaign, a
massive effort to invigorate the econ-
omy.

Mao ordered the formation of com-
munes to speed up the transformation
of the undeveloped nation into a mod-
ern industrial power.

Afterthrowingmasses of manpow-
er into labor-intensive enterprises,
such as making steel in countryside
"backyard furnaces," officials hailed
their successes.

Indeed, when Rittenberg toured a
commune to view the Chinese mira-
cle, he saw well-fed people, small-
scale rural factories, and
superproductive plots of agricultural
land.

It was only years later that he dis-
covered the visit had been a sham:
everything had been doctored to look
successful. The Great Leap Forward,
which had drawn peasants away from
fields into the industrial crucible, end-
ed up devastating agriculture and
causing millions of deaths from star-
vation.

“Is it that you didn't know or didn't
want to know?" | ask.

"A combination ofthetwo," he says,
“In the city, we didn't know the scope
of problems.

"I once asked a bunch of Chinese
journalists if they had been aware of
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allthe people starvingduringthe Great
Leap Forward. Only one person knew
... Butladmit | had a vested interest
in the system. | didn't have much
incentive to doubt the official line."

When he talks of past mistakes,
Rittenberg is forthright and seemingly
candid. So, lask: "Whatif you'dknown
the human cost of these political cam-
paigns? Would you have tolerated it if
you thought you were making
progress?"

"Probably," he says, after a long
silence. "l believed the end justified
the means. | thought we would have to
go through a dictatorship to get to the
ideal society."

Inthe early '60s, China's economy
improved, but politically, things grew
convoluted. Top Chinese leaders ar-
gued over simmering problems,
among them: heavy bureaucracy dom-
inated by party veterans, peasants'
resistance to communes, and a long-
running battle over whether to em-
phasize technical expertise and effi-
ciency or ideology at state enterpris-
es. ,

Party leaders launched an ideo-
logical purification movement to pro-
mote self-sacrifice. They also institut-
ed a "rectification campaign" to elimi-
nate corruption among rural officials,
but the measures only set the stage
for the Cultural Revolution.

Ferventas he was, Rittenbergwas
wary of getting involved in politics.
Like other foreigners, he avoided tak-
ing sides in various battles.

Then, the Cultural Revolutioncame
along.

Some China scholars believe that
the upheaval resulted from power
struggles among a divided leader-
ship.

Others interpret it primarily as an
ideological crusade to re-infuse the
country with revolutionary spirit and
egalitarianism.

The result was chaos: organizing
themselves as Red Guards, universi-
ty and high-school students smashed
stores, dragged officials into the
streets, and attacked party leaders.

Scholars and officials were sent to
work at menial tasks in the country-
side. Red Guards were often nothing
more than out-of-control mobs, made
up of students who were free for polit-
icalwork since Mao closed the schools
in 1966.
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As counterattacks resulted, the
nation split into factional groups. Dur-
ing a 40-day period in 1966, 1,700
people were beaten to death, 33,000
households were ransacked, and
85,000 people were driven out of
Beijing, according to a 1980 citation
from the New China News Agency
published in Fox Butterfield's book.

Like nearly everyone else,
Rittenbergdidn'tunderstand the mael-
strom that would be unleashed during
the mid-'60s by the Cultural Revolu-
tion, but says now that it sprang from
well-intentioned aims to oppose
unthinking obedience demanded by
the party and breathe life into an ossi-
fied bureaucracy.

Believing he saw the seeds of town-
hall democracy in the rebellion, he
allied himself with one faction of rebels
who were vying for power at Radio
Peking. When they won, he was ap-
pointed as part of three-member group
to head the network.

Breaking the expatriate communi-
ty's unwritten rule, he ventured out to
press for reforms during speeches at
universities and before various groups.
His visibility rose.

Suddenly, he was being asked for
his autograph and requested for inter-
views. At a meeting with African lead-
ers, Mao glowingly pointed to him as
an example of an international free-
dom fighter.

For the Communists, he was an
excellentmouthpiece, drawing crowds
wherever he went. Later, he would
understand that he also was being
used as a foil. Because he was an
"internationalist," he wasimmune from
attacks and thus some rebel groups
used him to shield themselves, as
well.

But his immunity ran out: in early
1968, army security went to his home
and took him away in a black car. He
didn't know it but a second car waited
behind it for his wife and children.

Jailed as a spy, Rittenberg was
denounced by Red Guards asa "mys-
terious American . . . of doubtful ante-
cedents and one to be suspected.”

Forthe nexttenyears, he was held
in Qin Cheng No. 1, a special prison
near Beijing that held about 500 Chi-
nese leaders, who were purged dur-
ing the Cultural Revolution.

Until Mao's death in 1976, virtually
no prisoner ever was released fromit,

according to Fox Butterfield, who
writes that 34 leaders were tortured to
death, 20 maimed, and 60 went in-
sane at the infamous compound.

During Rittenberg's second impris-
onment, he slept on a wooden doorin
an ice-cold cell that measured seven
paces by three and a half paces. De-
void of human contact except for in-
terrogators who grilled him several
times a day for three or four months at
atime, he neverknew what happened
to his family.

He suffered brutal hunger, some-
times given nothing more than water
or thimble-sized portions of pickled
vegetables with gruel. Although he
was never tortured physically, he was
tormented by cries and groans from
nearby cells.

Still, Rittenberg was better pre-
pared for his second detention than
his first. His voice of protest returned,
demanding that truth would prevail.
While he could hear other prisoners
falling to pieces, he vowed to stay
strong and hopeful.

Despite his debilitated condition,
he did exercises in jail. He swabbed
his cell clean with a tiny cloth every
day and refused to be provoked by
hostile guards.

He would not give up on his future,
yet he became philosophical. He had
done what he could to contribute to
the long river of human progress. As
the years went by, he grew less afraid
of death. The hardships strengthened
him.

While Rittenberg was in prison,
China underwent continuing turmoil.
By the late '60s, Mao had sent in the
military to take over schools, facto-
ries, and the media network to regain
authority over the Red Guard—in-
spired mob rule.

During the '70s, party factions con-
tinued their internal power struggles
as leaders pitted ideology against a
more practical course of economic
growth and liberalized foreign policy.
Forces for pragmatism had the upper
hand in 1971 when pingpong diplo-
macy began with the United States. A
year later President Richard Nixon
went to China and restored ties be-
tween the two countries.

By the mid-'70s, the Cultural Rev-
olution had slowed, but the "Gang of
Four," a group of leaders including
Mao's wife, who had fueled much of
the upheaval, still clung to power. In
1976, Maodied. The fourleaders were
dislodged immediately.

In 1977, Rittenberg was released.
Yulin was there to take him home,
where he set his eyes on a trio of
unfamiliar teenagers who were once
his daughters, and on a 12-year-old
son who was a 2-year-old tot when he
left.

"Without Yulin, | don't know what |
would have done," Rittenberg says.
"The whole family helped me recover.
I came out of jail with a lot of prob-
lems—arrhythmia, high blood pres-
sure, sleeplessness—but!wasingood
shape in about three months."

Still, it took him three or four years
toadjustemotionally. "I had shutdown
allmyfeelings," he says. Thetimbrein
his voice didn't return to normal for
seven years.

Communist officials, many of whom
had been imprisoned also, welcomed
Rittenberg back to the land of the
living. They apologized and gave him
ten years' pay in one lump sum—
about $15,000—and a job at New
China News Agency as a translator.

He acceptedthe position, butwhen
he rejoined society, he discovered
thatfew people supported the regime,
the party, or communism any more.

As his dream of a utopian world
faded, he allowed his party member-
ship to lapse, then decided to leave
the country when he saw that Deng
Xiaoping, the new Chinese leader,
was resisting democratic reforms.

Leaders tried to sway him with
offers of a lifetime salary, housing,
free medical care, and special treat-
ment as part of a special advisory
political group, but he turned them
away.

"l knew it meant that | would have
to keep my mouth shut," he says. He
and Yulin visited the U.S. in 1979,
then returned for good a year later,
followed by their children.

Today, Rittenberg tries to live with-
out bitterness. "How can | be bitter?"
he says. "l was an A-1 zealot. Be-
sides, it's like being a prizefighter who
get clobbered and battered.

"After he wins, all he can think
about is that he won. Every day was
horrible, but you gain a lot of strength
that you didn't know you had."

Rittenberg now rejects commu-
nism. He had a ringside seat and
doesn't like what he saw: one-party
dictatorship, limited personal rights,
blind allegiance, the constant pitting
of one class against another.

ager for China of the Oppenheimer
Casing Company of Chicago.

The year of 1931, and | was 20
years old; the month was July. It was
exactly a year since | joined O.C.C. as
an assistant plant supervisor. The
Company processed and exported
Sheep and Hog casings either to the
main office in Chicago, lllinois, ortothe
Company's branches in Europe.

Alex Baylin went on, "As you know,
one of the methods we employ to have
a constant supply of raw material is to
advance funds to dealers throughout
Hopei Province (in which Tientsin is
situated). Againstthese advances, the
dealers undertake to provide us
throughout the year with all the cas-
ings that pass through their hands.

"Settlement of accounts is at every
Chinese New Year. This year, the
Chinese Lunar New Yearfellin March.
Here we are in July and all accounts for
the pastyear should have been settled
long ago. However, there is still a sub-
stantial amount outstanding against
quite a few dealers who have not been
able to settle their accounts due to
poor slaughter and the smaller avail-
ability of casings.

"Well, here is where you come in.
We would like you to accompany our
Compradore, Hou Hsin San - (A
Compradore is a Chinese Manager
who supplies all the labor force and is
responsible for all operations with Chi-
nese dealers.) You are to go to a
village near Pao Ting Fu (300 miles
west of Tientsin), which shall be your
base of operation.

"From this base, you shall travel
throughout the countryside and visit all
the dealers who owe us money. Hou
shall introduce you as our representa-
tive who is authorized to collect all
outstanding funds due us. You shallbe
away for about a month.

"The reason you are to accompany
Hou is to add support to his efforts and
to influence the dealers to settle. A
foreigner on this type of a mission
should add prestige to Hou and show
the dealers that we mean business."

This assignment hitme like abomb-
shell. | had never been away from
home on my own. Imagine the excite-
ment that filled me. | could feel the
blood rushing to my head and for a
moment, | felt dizzy and was speech-
less.

"Areyou all right, Ben?" Alex Baylin
asked. "Sit down. Well, what do you
think, would you like to go or shall |
offer the assignment to George Liepa
(the Plant Supervisor)?"

"No, no, no Mr. Baylin-I'llgo, I'llgo.
It is just that will be my first trip for the
firm and | could not imagine a better
opportunity. | am so excited that | still
can't believe it."

"OK then, you will be leaving in a
week - so get yourself everything you
need. | shall arrange all the necessary
travelling documents and give you fur-
ther instructions later."

Thus began a month that | shall
never forget. It was my first venture on
my own into a strange territory to be
among strange people whose habits
were foreign to me. To have to depend
upon my, at that stage, limited knowl-
edge of the Mandarin dialect - without
recourse to any alternatives. To be
exposed to an entirely foreign diet - to
travel throughout the area on strange
conveyances.

Except for the train ride to Pao Ting
Fu, we were to proceed by mule-cartto
Hou's village from there - and then to
use the mule-cart on our trip to visit the
various dealers throughout the coun-
tryside.

What faced me on the trip and what
transpired during the next 30 days will
have to be expressed in many, many
more words in succeeding phases as
they occur.

Phase Two - The First Night -
Unexpected Visitors

Iwake upinpitchdarkness. "What's
that noise?" "It sounds like a rifle shot."
| reach for the lamp that should be by
my bed, but it's not there. Then | hear
more shots. "Where the hell am 17"
"What's going on?" Then it comes to
me in a flash. I'min Hou's house in his
village, which we reached from Pao
Ting Fu late last night after having
arrived at Pao Ting late that afternoon
from Tientsin by rail. Then the two
hours on a mule-cart to Hou's village.
Two hours to traverse no more than
10-12 miles on a dirt road with ruts at
every turn.

With my body still aching from the
shaking-up onthe mule-cart, Itryto get
my bearings. | remember that on arriv-
al we had some hot tea and then each
one of us, Hou, his Number Two son
Lao Erand | bedded down on a K'ang
- or an elevated ledge stretching over
one entire wall of the small 8 foot by 12
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footroom. The ledge was covered with
a straw matting and was the length of
a bed. It was built out of brick and was
a permanent fixture. Each one of us
slept with our heads to the wall with no
more than two feet between us.

| reach over in the darkness and
shake Lao Erwho sleeps next to me.
"Lao Er, sheng ma yisseh?" In Manda-
rin, "Lao Er, what's going on?" - He
answers in a whisper, "Wai bien you
hung - hudze-" "There are bandits out-
side.""Pu-yaokaideng.""Don'tturnon
the light."

"Bandits?" - That's all | needed to
hear!

| start shaking like a leaf and ask
himinthe Mandarin dialect, "What can
we do?"

"Don't worry, just keep quiet," he
answers. "There are village people
outside who are guarding the village
and who have guns. The bandits are
on top of the hill which is north of the
village and since their shots are an-
sweredbythe village people by counter
shots the bandits know that we have
guns and they will not come down from
the hill. Go back to sleep and I'll wake
you up in the morning."

"Back to sleep?!" Lao Er must be
kidding. There is no more sleep for me
this night and from that hour - which |
found out to be 2 o'clock by finally
finding my flashlight and checking my
watch - until sunrise | am as wide-
awake as a cat watching a mouse!
True enough, after some more shoot-
ing, everything becomes quiet and all
| can hearis the snoring and wheezing
of Hou Hsin San - who is a heavy
smoker.

At daybreak we were all up and |
had my first taste of a Chinese break-
fast - hot soybean milk and Shaobing
Guodza, a flat baked bun like a bagel
without a hole and a long cruller-like
piece of dough deep-fried in peanut oil.
You sliced the Shaobing and inserted
the Guodza between the two halves -
like a sandwich.

As to the morning ablutions - these
consisted of a basin of hot waterand a
towel - usedinsequence by all present
- luckily with me as the guest being the
first one. | say luckily because after
everyone was through soaking the
same towel in the hot water and then
rubbing oneself with it - you can imag-
inewhatthetowellooked like. It started
out being white and ended up gray.
This was due to the accumulation of



Page -16-

Chinese opera has elaborate sets,
outrageously decorative makeup, and
is sung in a shrill, high-pitched tone
that to the uneducated Western ear
sounds uncomfortably like a nail
scratching a wall.

Stuart demonstrates his prowess,
raising his head to one side, rolling his
eyes and singing—in what to a West-
erner sounds like perfect Chinese—a
falsetto cantata from the Chinese op-
era "Couple Coming Down the Moun-
tain."

Learning Chinese was vital, Xiao-
Kingston says; to play the role, he had
to understand the story. Just as he
learned Hebrew quickly when he was
in Israel, he says ittook himonly three
months to achieve sufficient fluency
in speech and writing to appreciate
the nuances of the tales. He began by
studying a role that, if he perseveres
tothe end of the course, willtake three
years to master but only 20 minutes to
perform—the singing characterof Bao
Gong, a famous judge of ancient Chi-
na.

He came to China to satisfy his
interest in the country, heard of the
opera's course and applied. Itis rare
for Westerners to be accepted, and
Kingston is one of only three non-
Chinese currently enrolled at the
school—the others are a British wom-
an, and a Japanese man studying
operatic martial arts.

Kingston is now in his second year
of the course. He hopes that the Brit-
ish Council, the U.K.'s official cultural
export agency, will cover his tuition
next year, as it is doing now.

"Then | will be able to perform
clown parts from a selection of op-
eras," he says, ecstatic at the pros-
pect. But it was grim that first year,
living off his savings from the base-
mentofacheap hotel. Now he resides
at the school, in a dingy room beside
the classroom. But he is oblivious to
the dilapidation around him, and pos-
sessed by the idea of becoming a
clown.

Kingston'sfirstgoatclowningcame
in Israel, where he immigratedin 1977.
Afterthree years atKibbutzGa'atonin
the Western Galilee he moved to Tel
Avivand worked as a toolmakerin the
printshops oftwo daily newspapers—
until at the age of 28, he decided to
become a clown.

‘I joined a Tel Aviv workshop for
street theater and clowns," he says.
The group, which he says was the
"biggest street theater in Israel" from
1985 to 1991, disbanded during the
Gulf War. Then he decided to "follow
a dream I'd had for years—to visit
China, not knowing what to expect,
and to expand my knowledge of the
clown. My family"—his mother and
one sister live in London, another
sisterin Israel—"were bewildered, but
very supportive.”

During another break in his re-
hearsal, he takes time to talk of his
ambitions. "l'll stay here three years if
my legs and back can take it," he
says. "l originally wanted to create a
partforthe Beijing Opera clown which
| would adapt fora Western audience,
or sing in English, and take it on tour
to England and Israel." At the end of
this year, he will have mastered five
solo pieces, ranging from 10 to 20
minutes per part.

Eventually, he hopes to be able to
teach and perform clown theater and
mime in Britain and Israel. He is con-
sidering a suggestion to take "Steal-
ing the Silver," a Beijing opera classic,
adapt it to Yiddish and take it on tour.
Thatwouldbe somethingthey've nev-
er seen in the West End—or, for that
matter, at Habimah or the Cameri in
Tel Aviv.

WILLIAM H. FERN
DONATION

We are extremely pleased to
announce the generous donation
from the William H. Fern Philan-
thropic Fund of $3,050 to under-
write the expense of placing copies
of the Chinese version of the Ency-
clopedia Judaica in eighty Chinese
libraries all through China, as well
as in fifteen of the leading East
Asian libraries in the U.S.A. What
makes this gesture even more im-
pressive is that it was Mr. Fern's
own idea, one with which he ap-
proached the trustees of the fund,
and certainly an example of an in-
novative and significant use of such
funds. Mr. Fern further designed
and had printed a handsome book-
plate which be placed in each copy.

UPDATE ON SINO-JUDAIC
ARCHIVES IN THE HOOVER
INSTITUTION

by Rena Krasno

Our Archives at the Hoover Institu-
tion are taking shape and we are ac-
quiring important material. Our last
acquisition was donated by Mr. Ben
Levaco, who arrived in Palo Alto from
Southern California with the express
purpose of delivering personal docu-
ments and photographs he has col-
lected in China.

BenLevacoarrivedin Chinain 1915
at the age of 4. After graduating a
British School he obtained work at an
American Company and purchased
animal casings forthemin China prop-
er, Manchuria and Mongolia, riding
ponies, camels, trains and whatever
means of transportation were avail-
able. In the course of his adventurous
life he kept notes of his impressions,
wrote and published his recollections
and preserved documents and photo-
graphs. Hoover Institutions' archivists
were delighted to receive his rare and
fascinating collection.

In the evening of June 23, Ben
Levaco gave a talk on his life in China
at the Palo Alto Albert L. Schultz Jew-
ish Community Center which co-spon-
soredthis eventtogether with the Sino-
Judaic Institute. On the same occa-
sion, Ben Levaco's nephew Ron
Levaco, Professor of Cinema at San
Francisco State University, presented
an 18-minute clip of a 1-hour film he is
completing for PBS. The subject is
foreigners who chose to remain in the
People's Republic of China after 1949.

Both speakers aroused muchinter-
est in the audience; questions, an-
swers and discussions went well be-
yond the allotted time.

AN ADVENTUROUS MONTH
Phase One - The Assignment

by Ben Levaco

"Ben, | have an interesting assign-
ment for you which | wish | could have
taken part in myself, but as you see, |
have important matters to take care of
right here, in Tientsin."

This opening statement was spo-
ken by Alex Baylin, the assistant man-

He saw faults in the people at the
top—narrow-mindedness,
overzealousness, corruption—but
most of all, he blames communist
philosophy.

"I'm definitely not a Marxist any-
more," he says. "Marx was brilliant
and made many valid points, but the
theory of class struggle, the theory of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which
was more Lenin, the labor theory of
value, those things aren'twholly true ...

"I started out to change the world,
to do something for underdogs," he
continues. "l didn't get very good re-
sults. | getan A for effort. But | took the
wrong way.

"l was wrong to think answers lay
with the Communist Party and com-
munist doctrine. | was wrong to ac-
cept it so fiercely. | came to commu-
nism on ideological grounds and that
meant that | overestimated concepts
and theories.

‘I didn't pay enough attention to
the specifics, to reality . . . . | was
attracted to a philosophy that offered
a select group of wizards who knows
all the answers and explains all the
whys.

"I'm very dubious about the whole
business of thinking that human be-
ings can create great social plans to
guide economic and social develop-
ment," he says. "We don't know
enough about managing society to
blueprint the future."

His current politics? "I'm very close
to having no answers," he confesses.
"I'm looking for something that points
the way ahead to make things better
for people.

"I don't think the answer is political
revolution. At certain times in history,
it might have been, but not now. In
fact, | think it's better to contribute to
human progress on a small scale—to
work in the little areas around you—
than delude yourself into being part of
world-changing schiemes."

Rittenberg says he has few re-
grets, though he wishes he never got
involved in factional battles during the
Cultural Revolution.

He still is uncertain why he was
imprisoned, but suspects the source
of his troubles was Mao's wife, Jiang
Qing, who may have decided he was
a convenient foreign scapegoat.

At the time, he was linked to a
conspiracy against Zhou Enlai. "That's
absolutely untrue," he says. "l was
never part of any movement like that.

The Chinese press later exonerated
the two movements | was associated
with as conspiring to do that, either."

In fact Rittenberg has nothing but
admiration for Zhou Enlai: "He was
very affable, direct, sincere. There
was no bull about him, no sense of
superiority.

"He was thought of as Mao's chief
of staff, the implementer, the organiz-
er, butwhen Zhou Enlaidiedthe coun-
try went into deep mourning. It hap-
pened while | was in prison. | broke
down and cried. | felt like I'd lost a
great personal friend. Then Mao died,
and not a tear."

His impression of Mao? "He was a
great thinker, a great theoretician and
strategist.

"In person, he was very poised,
very conscious of his importance, but
he had an ability to focus on you so
that you thought your opinion was the
most important thing in the world to
him. He had a certain caginess about
him, though. He never told you what
he was really thinking."

Rittenberg claims never to have
had a direct role in any violence. Ra-
dio Peking, he says, was the site of a
bitter struggle for control, but very little
blood was shed while he was there.

Still, he knows that the factions he
sided with and argued for were part of
a chaotic time that cost hundreds of
thousands of people their lives.

"The Cultural Revolution was a
holocaust," he states. "ltinvolved enor-
mous cost and suffering."

Rittenberg leans back in his chair
and shakes his head. "People say,
'How could he be such a dope?' Well,
it's very easy to be one oranotherkind
of dope. It has very little to do with
intelligence. If you make any doctrine
immune from criticism, you can do all
kinds of stupid things."

Rittenberg's story doesn'treally end
here. While some might have been
crushed to discover late to life that
their dreams and vision were flawed,
Rittenberg found that it free him to
start anew.

"When | got out of prison, it took
time to get accustomed to freedom,
but as | adjusted, it was a bright new
world ahead of me. Everyone else
was getting older and | was getting
younger."

He returned to the U.S. practically
penniless. Bob Neuman, a college
friend, recalls Rittenberg saying, "Here
| am in my sixties and | have to learn
how to make a living."
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Like storied immigrants, the
Rittenbergs plunged themselves into
entrepreneurial enterprises and 80-
hour work weeks. They landed in
Queens, New York, where they lived
in a flat and rode the subway every
day.

Rittenberg taught courses at the
New School, Yulin knitted sweaters to
sell, taught Chinese, and gave les-
sons in Chinese cooking. They start-
ed a successful travel business, shut-
tling tourists to China.

Then, the two went to work for
Computerland, selling computersto a
country that suddenly hungered for
the fruits of Western technology. Milk-
ing their connections in China,
Rittenberg and Yulin hit the jackpot: in
the first four months, Yulin sold $20
million of computers.

Four years ago, they moved to the
Northwest to join one of their daugh-
ters. They bought a $200,000 home,
paid it off in full, and live on a 1-acre
plot where the yard is filled with fruit
trees and the garden is planted with
roses, rhododendrons, and hyacinths.

From this suburban paradise, they
run a mom-and-pop consulting com-
pany, smoothing the way through
China for corporate clients and travel
groups. "You know, in business, if
you're deluded you know pretty quick,"
he laughs, alluding to his transforma-
tion from ideologue to pragmatic busi-
nessman.

The Rittenbergs' client list is im-
pressive: Levi Strauss, ARCO, Digital
Equipment, Polaroid, Campbell, Mike
Wallace, Billy Graham . . . .

"When | gotoutof prison, my family
had become something of a legend,"
says Rittenberg. "The people in pow-
er had been persecuted just like me,
so once | was exonerated it was like
the most wonderful old-school ties
you can imagine.

"Because of our contacts, we can
see people immediately that other-
wise might take a year," he says. "The
home phone numbers of officials are
considered a state secret. Yulinhas a
whole book of them."

"It's ironic," | say. "A former Com-
munistembracing capitalist America?"

"Yes, but | don'thave any reserva-
tions," he says. "l think we're being
more helpful to China than we've ever
been. We're doing only good projects,
good technology-transferjobs that will
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produce things thatthe Chinese need.
In the end, this may be the most effec-
tive way to get things done.

"Since | was in the Army, | wanted
to be a bridge between these two
countries," he says, from his kitchen,
which is swamped with the Wall Street
Journal, People's Daily, China Daily
News, and other periodicals.

"l couldn't do it anymore on the
China end. But | can still be of help on
this...There'sagreatmisunderstand-
ing of China in this country right now.

"TheregimeinBeijingisn'tthe worst
in the world. China is not a society in
total darkness or anything like that.
There are plenty of problems, butthere
is a majority of fairly strong reformers
who came to power in the last con-
gress."

The Tiananmen Square debacle
was a dark stain for Deng Xiaoping's
government, but Rittenberg believes
reforms will continue.

"After Tiananmen Square, | at-
tacked the Chinese leaders vigorous-
ly on CBS News and other programs.
| thought that the students were won-
derful.

"But now | also think they were
manipulated by both the hard-liners
who wanted an excuse for suppres-
sionand by elderdemocrats whowere
trying to bring down the regime.

"Democracy will come to China,
but | think it'll come from the profes-
sionals, the managers, the construc-
tive-minded entrepreneurs who see
its benefits.

"Chinafirsthas to build up its econ-
omy, then it will democratize just like
Singapore and other Asian countries
have."

The dreams continue to rise from
Sidney Rittenberg, who gave many of
his years to dreams of revolution and
then to business success and now
perhaps to finding a measure of per-
sonal happiness and peace of mind.

"When the book comes out, we
may anger the Chinese and lose our
contacts," says Rittenberg. "We're
preparedforthatrisk. We won'tstarve.

"We say we can always plant corn
in the yard," he says with a laugh. "
promised myself in prison that | would
write this story."

He also made another promise: to
make Yulin happy.

In his book, Yulin is heroic: con-
fined to a single room in a Beijing

hotel-turned-jail for eight months, she
was sent into the freezing cold of a
labor camp to make bricks for three
years.

An independent, down-to-earth
person, she never was easily won
over by political dogma. Short, round-
faced, she smiles broadly in the family
photo on the wall. Nevertheless, she
looks formidable.

"Yulin is a wonderful, wonderful
person," he says. "We're very, very
close right now, all of us," he says,
pointing to the pictures of his children.

The Rittenbergs' eldest daughter
Jennyhas movedaway fromthe Puget
Sound area to a small village in Alas-
ka. Theirdaughter Sunny, acomputer
programmer, lives in Bellevue. Their
daughter Toni is a doctor in Boston,
and Sidney Jr. is an advertising pho-
tographer in Los Angeles.

Speaking of his kids, Rittenberg
says, "We're great friends. It's really a
great thing. I'm very lucky.

“You know, | gave the manuscript
to an agent, and he said it was a sad
story.

"I said, 'Are you sure you read the
right book?"

SIDNEY SHAPIRO: FOR THE

SAKE OF THE REVOLUTION
(continued from page 1)

Shanghai was in chaos, jammed with
refugees; garbage trucks would load
corpses fromthe gutters. Shapiro was
numbed by the callous treatment of
the masses.

When the Communists took over
in 1949, Shapiro became a literary
translator. He found it stimulating and
exciting, and it allowed him to study
Chinese emotions and attitudes.
Phoenix, who speaks English, was a
war correspondent, and later was giv-
en work "in the arts."

He was captivated by Chairman
Mao's vision of a China where the
masses could suffer deprivation as
equals. Andtoday, four decades later,
he remains a supporter of the Chi-
nese version of "socialist democra-

(o370
But China has changed; its econo-
my, once rigidly controlled from the
center, is increasingly being exposed
to market forces. At the same time,

the authoritarian power of the politbu-

ro survives almost intact. Does this
meet Shapiro's approval?

“I'm impressed with the changes,
and it's the right way to go. They have
to break with their old pseudo-hang-
over — the deeply ingrained, auto-
cratic, paternalistic, who-you-know
mentality. This is not something the
Communists broughtin, butthey didn't
get rid of it either. If you compare it
with the 1940s, or even 10 years ago,
they are doing fabulous things. Itwould
appear that the economic measures
they are taking now are correct." He
adds that he has a "lot of respect for
the leaders in China calling the shots
now."

And what of the Tiananmen mas-
sacre on June 4, 19897 Who was to
blame? His response is of a lawyer,
putting a glosson hisclient's case. "At
the time of Tiananmen," he says, "the
country was teetering on economic
crisis. Students camped and protest-
ed in the square against graft, corrup-
tion and inflation, on and off for six
weeks. Their criticisms were 100 per-
cent justified, but the authorities han-
dled it very badly.

"The municipal authorities," he
said, "bent over backwards to show
how democratic they were, and let
them alone for six weeks. They setup
toilets, provided doctors, butthey didn't
come to terms. Finally it became a
traffic and sanitation problem, and
there were provocations, perhaps (in-
stigated) by Taiwan . . ."

Shapiro says the authorities had to
get the protestors out of Tiananmen.
"The government are not people who
go about doing rash things. Finally,
they just had to do it. No students
were hurt or shot at first, but the over-
all situation got out of hand, and the
army was attacked by mobs, not stu-
dents. Then someone gave orders to
shoot. It was a tragedy. Whether they
could have not fired, | do not know."

Amnesty International says thou-
sands died that day. According to
Shapiro, it was "probably a couple of
hundred."

The conversation turns to his own
roots. Does Shapiro feel any empathy
with the Jewish people? "I feel at
home with Jews and with Jewish jokes,
but | don't believe in religion. | am an
atheist," he answers with evident dis-
comfort. He visited Israel in 1989 with

one of the foreign businesses in
Shanghai.

Russian Vice-Consul Igor V. Outkin
and Alexander Y. Shamanevsky in-
sisted that there are no relevant doc-
uments on Russian Jews in their con-
sulate, eventhough a Russian consu-
late has been housed in the same
building at 20 Hwang Pu Road since
1915. Mr. Outkin, who previously
served as Soviet Vice-Consul in
Shanghai, explained the paucity of
records as due to a situation in which
both previously and today "we do not
separate Jews by nationality." Hence,
even if records did exist, it would be
difficult to distinguish Jews from non-
Jews. He addedthatthe Soviet Shang-
hai consulate was closed in 1962,
1964, and again for an unspecified
period during the Cultural Revolution,
at which times "all documents were
sent to the Central Archives" in Mos-
cow. He asserted that "movements of
people are not confidential at all" and
suggested that we apply to the Mos-
cow Central Archives via the Russian
ForeignMinistry. He suggested check-
ing the Shanghai Library for the Rus-
sian-language books Russians in
Shanghai, by Captain V.C. Jiganoff
(Shanghai, ca. 1930), and Natalya
llyana's Roads Return (2 vols. Mos-
cow, ca. 1952), about Harbin. He
promised to cable the Russian For-
eign Ministry on our behalf requesting
additional information on Russian
Jews in China.

At this point | asked the Russian
Consuls General if, as part of their
general request, they might mention
files of the monthly Epoch, (EPOXAin
Russian). This paper was published
in the 1940s by the Soviet Citizens
Association of Shanghai under the
editorship of a Jew named Zagen.
The activities of this Association are
of historical interest because it along
with the Soviet Consulate General in
Shanghai was responsible in certain
instances for granting the all-impor-
tant clearances necessary for Soviet
Jews to leave China. We know some-
thing about the activities of this group
from a June 283, 1954 letter in the
Jewish Agency archives from W.J.
Citrinin Hong Kong to N. Bar-Giorain
Jerusalem. "Clearance from the Sovi-
et Citizens Association," according to
Mr. Citrin, is connected with 'volun-
tary contributions' which are set be-
yond the means of the migrants . . .
This particular clearance is more dif-
ficult to obtain in the north of China,
and particularly in Harbin. It often hap-
pens that after the exit permitis grant-

ed, it is cancelled one or two days
before the intended departure of the
migrant. No reason is given for such
action, and the person, having liquidat-
ed his business and personal affairs, is
left to sit and meditate until his final fate
is decided some months later . . . The
financial position of the Jews remain-
ing in China is becoming more and
more acute." The files of Epoch and
Soviet Shanghai Consulardocuments,
may shed light on the financial squeez-
ing of Soviet Jews as they attempted to
leave China—an all too-common oc-
currence as Jews tried to leave the
U.S.S.R.inthe 1970s and 1980s. Hope-
fully, in the spirit of detente, the post-
Gorbachev Russian Foreign Ministry
will be forthcoming in releasing docu-
ments that clarify the activities of its
discredited predecessor regime.

Our final November 6 appointment
was with Tess Johnston, the efferves-
cent and indefatigable secretary of the
United States Consulate in Shanghai.
During a ten year residence in Shang-
hai Tess has accumulated three thick
folders of material on Shanghai Jewry.
Shereadily sharesthisinformation with
researchers visiting the United States
Consulate. Among the unusual items
in her collection are: annual reports of
the Council of the Jewish Community
of Shanghai up to June 30, 1959, in-
cludingmaterial on Tientsinand Harbin;
and miscellaneous articles from such
publications asthe United States-based
China Connection and the Hong Kong-
based The South China Morning Post
and Shofar. Ms. Johnston's activity as
Judaic history resource person is com-
pletely voluntary and over-and-beyond
her extensive consular responsibilities.
Nevertheless she assists scholars on
a time-available basis. She can be
contacted c/o American Consulate
General, PSC 461 Box 200, FPO AP
96521-0002.

In summation, | am looking forward
to a positive response from the Poles
on the reproducibility of their log book
and other Shanghai or Nanking consu-
lar documents with Judaic content. |
am hopeful that the Russians, in the
spirit of glasnost and detente, will di-
vulge Epoch and other Shanghai
records which they almost certainly
have intheir Moscow Central Archives.
And | thank the American Consular
personnel in Shanghai for facilitating
appointments with their Polish and
Russian counterparts and for this un-
stinting support of historical research.

[Editor's Note: The reproduction of the Polish register
was accomplished, and a copy is now in the Sino-
Judaic Institute Archives of the Hoover Institution,
Stanford University, California.]
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CLOWNING AROUND

by Lindsey Shanson
reprinted from The Jerusalem Report
December 17,1992

Xiao Shi grimaces as he squats,
puts his hands in the lotus position, lifts
hisrearand waddles aroundthe Beijing
classroom six times. Perspiring freely,
he rolls his eyes in time with the move-
ment of his bottom. Funny, buteven as
he performs this very Chinese move-
ment, called "exercise for the clown,"
he doesn't look at all Chinese.

The grueling contortion is designed
to strengthen thigh muscles, knees,
ankles and the lower back. It is no
mean task for Xiao Shi, born Stuart
Kingston, aJewish Londoner, 38 years
ago, on aroute thatincluded a 14-year
detour io Israel and is one of three
foreign students currently studying at
the Beijing Opera Company's school
in the Chinese capital.

Before taking the name Xiao Shi—
it means "Laughing Lion" —Kingston
briefly called himself Xiao Dao Tian,
which literally translates into "laughter
makes the sky fall down." But he
changed his name on the advice of a
fortune-teller, who considered the first
one an ill omen.

Xiao Shi resumes his exercise, to
the thump-thump-thump of a stick
against the wall, an improvised metro-
nome wielded by Beijing Opera chore-
ographer Jin Guang Yao, the clown
school's principal tutor. The beat sets
the pace for the clown's every twitch;
eachmovementofthehands, the eyes,
the feet and the bottom is in time with
the percussion.

"He'sahard-working student," says
Jin, who is initiating Xiao-Kingston into
the complexities of Chinese opera—a
mixture of the arts of dance, acting,
martial arts, acrobatics, mime and high-
pitched opera-singing into what the
Chinese see as a "complete” art form.
To qualify as a practitioner of this kind
of opera, called the highest level of the
Chinese arts, he must become ac-
complished in the entire process. It's
one that seems to suit him, with his
wide eyes, high forehead, broad face
and expressive features. "Many ac-
tors," he says, "regardthe clown as the
highest form of performance."
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interpretations be attached to Ances-
tor Worship or to the honors paid
Confucious. These are merely social
and civil customs. It is therefore not
necessary to oppose these customs
in order to seek converts to Christian-
ity.

The Franciscans and the Domini-
cans, on the other hand, held that
Ancestor Worship and the honors paid
Confucius, were more than secular
respect. They were in fact superstition
and idolatry, for the Chinese wor-
shipped, not God, buta material Heav-
en.

The third issue, the translation of
the Chinese word, "Tien," was the
area in which the Jesuits, in order to
bolster their own position, brought the
Kaifeng Jews and the European Jews
into the debate. The Jesuits, in order
to demonstrate that the Chinese did
notworshipacorporeal Heaven, point-
2d to the practises of both the Kaifeng
Jews and the Jews of Europe. Their
argument is best summed up in the
"Remarks on the Preceding Letter of
Father Gozani."

The "Letter" referredto, is one writ-
tenby Father Gozanito Father Suarez,
and is dated Nov. 1762. The "Re-
marks" following the Gozani letter is
described in a footnote as follows:
"These remarks are from the Jesuits,
and annexed to Father Gozani." No
mention is made as to the actual au-
thor of these "Remarks."

The Jews of Kaifeng, argued the
Jesuits, are as dismayed by idolatry
as are the Christians, and would there-
fore never worship a corporeal Heav-
en. Yet the Chinese Jews do indeed
"worship God under the name of Tien,
or Heaven..."

Moreover, "Tis very common for
the European Jews, who are as far
removed from idolatry as those of
China, to use 'Heaven,' in speaking of
God . . ." They are merely using a
"figurative expression." The Jesuit
argument was to no avail. Pope after
Pope ruled against the Jesuits.

The beginning of the end of the
Rites Controversy occurred in the
1930's, not in China, but in Japan.
Why did the Japanese bow and pay
reverence to the Shinto Shrines of
their Ancestors? Were they engaging
in a religious or secular ceremony?
The Japanese Ministry of Education
set the matter to rest by declaring
officially that the bowing and the rev-
erence displayed was merely a matter
of Patriotism, and therefore totally

secular. No Church debate ensued.
The controversy which beset the
Church in China failed to raise its
head in Japan. The Church had
learnedto respect cultural differences
in other lands.

On December 8, 1939, a docu-
ment approved by Pius XlI, finally and
foralltime ended the Rites Controvery.
The document stated "thatthe honors
paid to Confucius are not religious
acts taken in themselves, but rather
civil honors, and therefore Christians
may honor Confucius in their way;
that it is lawful and upright to observe
toward deceased ancestors the tradi-
tional civil observances and that all
clergy are dispensed from the obliga-
tiontotake the Ex Que Singularioath."

Itis frequently hypothesized that if
the Jesuit's point of view had pre-
vailed, Catholic Christianity would
have made great inroads in China. As’
the Dominicans and the Franciscans
prevailed, K'ang Hsi's successor ban-
ished missionaries from China. In the
minds of many the former was the
direct cause of the latter.

It would have been dramatic and
perhaps theatrical for the opinions of
the Kaifeng Jews to have influenced
the resolution of the Rites Controver-
sy. But on the face of it, the views of
the Kaifeng Jews did not affect the
outcome one way or the other.

1) The Chinese, Their History and Culture by Kenneth
Latourette, Vol. 1, p. 337, Macmillan, NY., 1934.

2) Travels of the Jesuits by Mr. Lockman, Vol. Il
Second Edition, pp 11-27, 1762.

3) AAS, Vol. 32 [1940, pp 24-26]. From 100 Roman
Documents Concerning the Chinese Rites Controver-
sy (1645-1941). University of San Francisco, The
Ricci Institute for Chinese-Western Cultural History.
1942.

POLISH, RUSSIAN, AND
UNITED STATES
CONSULAR RECORDS
FROM SHANGHAI ABOUT
JEWISH REFUGEES:
An Interim Report

by Jonathan Goldstein,
West Georgia College/Harvard
University Fairbank Center

OnNovember6, 1992, through the
good offices of United States Con-
gressman Newt Gingrich, | was able
to meet in Shanghai with representa-
tives from the Polish, Russian, and
United States Consulates-General.
My objective was to ascertain what
records about twentieth century Jew-
ish refugees may be extended and
also accessible to historical research-
ers. | was accompanied on all three

visits by Marcia Ristaino, Asian Ac-
quisitions Librarian of the Library of
Congress, and Paul Stone, a Lewis
and Clark College student writing his
senior thesis on Chinese Jewry.
Chiara Betta, a doctoral candidate in
Sino-Judaica at London's School of
Oriental and African Studies, joined
the visits to the Russian and Ameri-
can consulates. Lawrence E. Sheftel,
a participant in Harvard University's
August 1992 conference on Jewish
diasporas in China, partook in the
Polish and American consular visits.

The visit to the Polish consulate
was far-and-away the most produc-
tive of the three sojourns. Consul
General Jozef Soltysiewicz showed
us a mammoth tome of approximately
200 pages listing Polish citizens who
passed through either Shanghai or
Nanjing between January 9, 1934 and
October 29, 1941. He was uncertain
whether this 'sign in' book was kept at
the Polish Embassy in Nanjing or in
Shanghai. The printed portion of the
book was a standard log used in Pol-
ish diplomatic missions around the
world. The information inscribed in
the volume is similar to United States
censusdata. Eitherthe registranthim-
self or, more probably, a consular

official, recorded the following: regis-

tration date; full name of registrant;
his or her profession; religion [i.e.
"Mojzeszowa" for a Jew]; birthdate;
birthplace; marital status; address in
Poland [non-existent for virtually all
Jews]; addressinthe consularregion;
documents submitted to register[usu-
ally a passport; there was no reason
why a stateless Pole would sign this
register]; name and date of birth of
wife and children; passport expiration
date; and "other notes," i.e. "husband
is emigrant from Russia."

The log book is in Polish. The
Consul General noted that this book
has been of interest to at least one
prior researcher on Jewish refugees
in Shanghai, Mrs. Phyllis Horal of Lon-
don. He is in the process of inquiring
whether the Polish Foreign Ministry
wil | permit photoduplication.  If
permission is granted, | will try to
make a professional microfilm copy
that can serve as a master for addi-
tional xerox, microfilm or microfiche
replication. Unfortunately, United
States Shanghai Consul Ray
McGunigle ascertained that there is

no microfilming equipment available |

in Shanghai from consular or aca-
demic institutions. | am in the process
of determining whether such equip-
ment can be borrowed or rented from

Phoenix, and found it very moving. He
went with the knowledge and blessing
of the Chinese authorities. The Israeli
government regarded him as an unof-
ficial emissary, provided escorts, and
treated himroyally. "l strongly support
the concept of a Jewish homeland,"
he said afterwards.

Today, from the tranquility of his
Beijing home, he looks back without
remorse. He loves China, and always
has. The luxuries bestowed on him by
a grateful administration are simple,
yetatreasure by comparisontothe lot
of the ordinary citizen. He enjoys a
ground-floor home with a courtyard
and two rooms, a fax machine, telex
and international telephone — ac-
knowledgments of a lifetime devoted
to the cause.

The outstanding token of this rec-
ognition is his membership inthe Peo-
ple's Political Consultative Council, a
body of unpaid members who analyze
and discuss policy and legislation.
The appointment, by the ruling polit-
buro, is a mark of esteem for services
rendered.

His living room wall is graced with
a 1949 photograph of Chairman Mao
after the liberation of Beijing, and a
poem to his wife Phoenix. Theirdaugh-
ter, a doctor, and her husband have
been ailocated a home nearby. His
book, The Jews of Old China, was
published three years ago to much
acclaim, he says. It is his own story
that has remained largely untold till
now.

SINO-JUDAIC
REFLECTIONS:
THE STEPPING-STONE
SYNDROME

The Symbolic Encounter of
Diaspora Chinese with Jews

by Albert H. Yee
Professor of Educational Psychology
Florida International University

This essay discusses some broad
similarities between the Chinese and
Jews. Reference is given the Chinese
Stepping-Stone Syndrome (Yee,
1992), a social-psychological com-
plex that explains and predicts Chi-
nese behavior. Thousands of years of
oppressive, bitter hardship have
shaped the behavioral characteristics

of the Chinese and Jewish peoples.
Although most particulars differ, their
life conditions have been marked by
prolonged authoritarianism and self-
sufficiency.

As misrule, whether indigenous or
not, necessitated subservience and
opposition, both peoples exhibit con-
ditioning by totalitarianism. Lacking
civil liberties and recourse to law, the
Jews and Chinese have had much
reason to live and let live, to resist or
flee if possible, submit to injustice in
order to survive, and to carry on as
best they could. They share a unique
psychological dissociation that other
peoples have notexperienced, thatis,
their histories lack compatibility in cul-
ture-state-people (civilization-nation-
family/person) identity. This dissocia-
tion is still manifested by extraordinary
inbred apprehension and awareness
of life's vicissitudes. For many, it is a
source of subliminal unease motivat-
ing their restless work ethic. Such ex-
istence through thousands of years
without nation-state bonds and
socioemotional attachments which oth-
er peoples take for granted have pro-
duced interesting parallels between
the Chinese and Jews. For example,
the Jewish idea of messianismis part-
ly reflected in pre-Mencius Confucian-
ism — the collective force of the sage
king, the true "son of Heaven," uplift-
ing all and perfecting human relation-
ships and endeavors.

Minus the sense of nation-state
identity and security, the Chinese and
Jews committed loyalty, trust, work,
fortune, etc. into family relationships
to utmost limits. Although their fami-
lies sometimes mirrored the
authoritarianism of those who op-
pressed them and fomented petty in-
justice, there is no rival to their familial
groups in their comprehensive han-
dling of basic human activities (self-
reliance) across the ages. Conserva-
tive and traditional, their sense of fam-
ily and culture have provided lifespan
motivational needs, social identity, and
a high degree of group mobility when-
ever necessary and possible to seek
opportunities and security elsewhere.
Find an errant Chinese or Jew and in
many cases you will have one with a
dysfunctional family background lack-
ing cohesion and traditional values.
Although the family is universally vital
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for the young, the essential culture-
people profile of Sino-Jewish behav-
ior placed greater demands on family
socialization and kinship relations.
Those who know the critical impor-
tance of nurture and the ideal of life-
long self-developmentin Chinese and
Jewish cultures can surely deny the
claims of hereditarians that the intel-
lectual prominence of Jews and Chi-
nese in the U.S. mainly accrues from
genetics (Yee, et al, in press). Typi-
cally self-critical, theirbestalways seek
to improve.

While religion provided the Jews a
cultural dimension that the Chinese
did not evolve, the Chinese devel-
oped faith within their kinship frame.
Filial piety and reverence of ancestors
provided the Chinese continuity and
the unspoken sense of eternity. What-
ever their many differences, such as
religion, both peoples' families as en-
during institutions have honored and
preservedtheirrespective civilizations.
Emphasizing powerful culture-people
associations, the Chinese and Jews
have had the capacity to relate their
cultural heritage and significance as
distinct, worthy peoples whereverthey
may be inthe world, atrait much noted
by others. Unlike other peoples, e.g.,
the British and French, identity by
nation-state and patriotic symbols is
irrelevant. For while the Stars and
Stripes and Union Jack are emulated
by their respective peoples, the Chi-
nese have had no equivalent (nor a
Magen David) to inspire them. Just
consider how many flags have flown
over Tiananmeninthis century alone?
Comparing the profusion of national
monuments in Washington and Paris
to the paucity of such in Beijing, one
finds nothing heroic spanning the dy-
nasties. Similar to the pyramids, the
Ming tombs and Great Wall are testi-
monies to totalitarianism, alas, unbe-
knownst to the common tourist.

Modern Israel carries immense
meaning for Jews, the likes of which
the Chinese are still yearning for —
within the land of their ancestors but
where they are mostly ruled as in the
past. For it is not the soil itself but
everything that goes with nationhood,
as clearly shown by the patriotism of
peoples with true culture-state-peo-
ple associations. In contrast, the Chi-
nese memorialize heroes martyred
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through injustice andill rule (e.g., Yue
Fei, Ch'uYuan, Tiananmen students).
Likewise, Bermant's (1977) chapter,
"In Every Generation . . . ," relates a
history of anti-semitism filled with
martyrdom (e.g., Ten Sages, kidush
hashem). What peoples other than
the Chinese and Jews documentthou-
sands-year histories through heroic
martyrdom?

Unlike the Japanese, the Chinese
view their homeland in kinship and
abstract, cultural terms (culture-peo-
ple),i.e., "We are people of the Yellow
Emperor." Recall the aged
Kuomingtang veterans that revisited
China for the first time since the late
1940's. As they passed through Hong
Kong from Taiwanin 1989, their shirts
were inscribed with the characters,
"xiang jia" (homesick), to represent
their abiding sentiments for family,
kin, and village —but not for China as
a nation-state. In sharp contrast, the
strong unity of culture-state-people
associations for the Japanese illus-
trates the point. For while the Japa-
nese family is close-knit, Japanese
boys are socialized to achieve out-
side their families in, say, the govern-
ment and corporations, i.e., for Ja-
pan. Forsaking their roots, Japanese
Americans ("super Americans") re-
veal their differences from the Chi-
nese. They, like Jews, have pursued
political advancement and recogni-
tion and intermarried at higher rates
than do Chinese Americans. Tradi-
tionally, Chinese boys have been
raised to assume lifelong family com-
mitments. Except for their tragic adu-
lation of Mao Zedong that led them
into the mad depths of the Cultural
Revolution, the Chinese have never
had the same sense of loyalty to their
rulers and do not adapt culturally as
have the Japanese. For the Chinese
and Jews, theirfierce work ethic, drive
for material gain and wealth, power,
educational and professional status,
etc. come fromall of this. The "middle-
man" role of the Chinese in S.E. Asia
surely relates to Jewish history and
has been so compared; the same for
the cultural ethos of the scholar. Books
relating the Jews and Japanese (e.g.,
Ben-Dasan, 1970) are interesting but
neglect more fundamental Sino-Jew-
ish similarities. While racism has been
strong in Japan as elsewhere, the
Chinese have generally regarded

others by their merits and been
nonmilitantwith their xenophobia. The
treatment of American POWSs by the
Japanese in WWII as compared to
the Chinese in the Korean War in
worth noting.

The Stepping-Stone Syndrome
attempts to encapsulate the above
and much more. In brief oversimplifi-
cation, it can be posited by two inter-
secting continuums. The first,
authoritarianism, concerns the vari-
able conditions of misrule (adversity).
This bipolar continuum ranges be-
tween the poles of extreme oppres-
sion [A+] and laissez-faire detach-
ment [A-]. A+ was seen in the
Tiananmen massacres of 1989 and
following years of police-state purges
as well as the brutal reign of Emperor
Qin Shinhuang, who built much of the
Great Wall 2,000 years ago and bur-
ied alive hundreds of scholars to en-
sure absolute rule. This extreme is
well-illustrated by those who directed
the tanks that not only crushed the
Tiananmen demonstrators butground
their tracks over the bodies to obliter-
ate any hope of identity. A+ can be
generalized to the Jews (e.qg., slaugh-
ter by the Roman emperor Hadrian
(117-138) and the Holocaust.

The other polar extreme [A-], con-
cerns weak, ineffective rule or im-
passe, such as during natural calam-
ities (e.g., famines) and dynastic de-
cline (e.g., Opium War defeats). Jew-
ish equivalents might be Roman rule
before Hadrian and medieval Europe
before the crusades. However, as will
be discussed shortly, this polar ex-
treme featured differently for the Jews
and Chinese.

The second continuum concerns
the people's compliance behavior,
which | term counter-allegiance. The
Chinese related to their life situations,
rulers and state authority through the
bipolar extremes of despair [CD] and
rancor [CR]. Despair and fatalistic
capitulation [CD] can be represented
by the pathetic close to Lai She's
Ricksha Boy, when the once ambi-
tious, hardworking laborer ends up as
a destitute, beaten prop in funeral
processions. When Mao Zedong's
Great Leap Forward failed, the peo-
ple collapsed in exhausted despair
and capitulation; about 27 million died
from starvation in the early 1960's.
Anyone who known the worst of times
in Chinese societies knows the down-
trodden hopelessness of people who

for little fault of their own can do no
more. When rancor and smoldering
resentment [CR] approached
breakpoint revolt at Tiananmen in
1989, CCP leaders saw the threat
and applied classic ruthlessness to
crush it. Also, rancor developed after
successive Qing defeats by the impe-
rialists, such as the humiliating sur-
render of Vietnam to the French in
1885, the last straw for revolutionists,
such as Sun Yat-sen.

Jewish capacity to adapt, resist,
aggress, and seek retribution with
arms, i.e., Jewish activism and tough-
minded determination, do not parallel
Chinese behavior so well. Perhaps
Jewish counter-allegiance behavior
would be better characterized as an-
tagonism than compliance. While re-
ligious unity could mobilize the Jews,
the Chinese were insular (Lu Xun said
Chinawas a suffocating "windowless,
iron house" and berated the Chinese
for their passivity), defenseless
against domination, and seldom able
to muster united resistance and rebel
leaders. However, to achieve and
earn in life, the Chinese and Jews
have exhibited survival and refugee
traits that are deeply ingrained and
their motivation to seek opportunity
and succeed greatly drives their be-
havior. Although the Jews and Chi-
nese manifest this continuum differ-
ently, the qualities seem to differ by
degree more than by kind. For pitted
against the wall of despair [CD], as
when forced to denounce their faith or
die, thousands of Jews committed
suicide. Also, CD behavior during the
Holocaust resembled the capitulation
of the Chinese to bitter fate, as during
the Cultural Revolution when unknown
millions died. Itis at the opposite pole,
rancor [CR], where Jewish (antago-
nistic versus compliant) behavior
reaches a climax well before the Chi-
nese will to revolt and fight back. This
contrast no doubt stems from their
differing philosophies, Judaism and
Confucianism/Daoism/Buddhism.

Midpoint intersection of the two
continuums (to form four quadrants)
represents the best of times for the
Chinese — stable, functioning soci-
ety and dictatorship (nottoo fierce nor
ineffective) and conforming, achiev-
ing people, such as the Golden Age of
Emperor Qian Long's reign (1711-
1799). The counter-allegiance of Hong
Kong people towards British rule to-
day hovers centrally. However, Hong

Kong fears of change in 1997 have
generated the greatest diaspora of
Chinese abroad in modern times.
Hong Kong has been the classic step-
ping-stone for the Chinese, a geopo-
litical but more importantly a psycho-
logical stepping-stone havenand gate-
way from the “iron house." In per
capita terms, Singapore's brain drain
has been about as great. Relative to
rule [A+ to A-], Hong Kong is south of
center and Singapore is north.
Except for post-WWII develop-
ments, the best of times for the Jews
were when they were tolerated and
relatively free to work and achieve, as
in pre-Hitler Europe and pre-WWII
Shanghai. Yet how many times were
such periods of acceptance over-
thrown by shifting politics and rule. As
Bermant (1977) concluded, although
many surrendered Judaism and even
Jewish identity and achieved, such as
Disraeli and Trotsky, they will and
have become a Jew again with "but
one knock at hisdoor atan early hour"
(p. 321). Overlooking differences by
"color,"we can say thatthe U.S. today
is less bigotted and racist towards the
Chinese and Jews than in the past.
Both peoples have freedom and op-
portunities to pursue their chosen life-
stylesandachieve. Yetforgetting their
culture-people associations, most
importantly family values, they haz-

ard the loss of ethnic strengths that
have evolved and been well-proven
across thousands of years. We have
now returned full-circle to family tradi-
tions, which | believe are uppermost
in being Chinese and Jewish.

* k k k k k k k *

Funds had been sought, without
success, to conduct cooperative re-
search on the Chinese family with
psychologist friends in China. Con-
cerned with distinct family behavioral
patterns, we want to give special at-
tention to parent-child interaction in-
fluencing the academic achievement
of children, China's one-child/family
policy and other changes affecting
the family spurourinterest. After Rab-
bi Anson Laytner's welcomed invita-
tion to write the above article, | have
expanded the research designto study
Jewish as well as Chinese families for
a more comprehensive, cross-cultur-
al project. This larger goal of ascer-
taining specifics of parent-child inter-
action, values, attitudes, etc. in Chi-
nese and Jewish families will be con-
ducted in China, the U.S., and else-
wherein East Asia. Advice from Points
East readers on funding sources for
our research would be welcomed. |
may be reached c/o Florida Interna-
tional University, Miami, FL 33199;
phone: (305) 348-2610; fax: (305) 594-
7142,
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THE KAIFENG JEWS AND
THE RITES CONTROVERSY

by Leo Gabow
Past President
Sino Judaic Institute

The Chinese Jews of Kaifeng did
notknow thatthey were being used as
witnesses in a controversy that raged
within the Catholic Church. The con-
troversy lasted for some 300 years
and had to do with Catholic policy in
non-Christian countries, specifically
in China.

The "Rites Controversy" as it was
called, and as we know it today, was
initiated in the year 1630 and finally
resolvedin 1939. The principal adver-
saries were the Jesuits on one side
and the Franciscans and Dominicans
on the other. In addition, 26 Popes
took positions unfavorable to the Je-
suits. The controversy was often bit-
terly personal and some cynics felt
that behind much of the rhetoric was
competition to determine which Cath-
olic order should have dominant ac-
cess to China.

When the Emperor K'ang Hsi is-
sued his "Edict of Toleration" in 1692,
which in effect provided for Freedom
of Religion, the Jesuits looked upon
the Edict with favor, though Rome
opposed it. The Church was caught
up in a bitter, internecine struggle,
though there were apparently a num-
ber of factors other than theological
ones, that contributed to the bitter-
ness. Kenneth Scott Latourette writes,
"Jealousies between orders, rivalries
among European nations, the Portu-
guese claim of the right to control the
Church in the Far East, and the rising
tide of feeling in Europe against the
Jesuits complicate the debate."

The theological substance of the
controversy was threefold, and the
debate centered on the interpreta-
tions given the following factors.

1) Ancestor Worship  2) Chinese
Veneration paid to Confucius.

3) Meaning of the Chinese word
"Tien," translated by many Catholic
missionaries as "Heaven."

The Jesuits, starting with Father
Matteo Ricci, held that no theological



