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investing in the mining of known gold
deposits in North Korea.

At some point in the ensuing dis-
cussions, it was suggested that Isra-
el be brought into the picture.

Reportedly at China's urging,
North Korea agreed — even though
gold mining is not exactly high on the
roster of Israeli expertise. In October
1992, an Israeli delegation headed
by Eitan Bentsur, deputy director-
general ofthe Foreign Ministry, made
a highly secret visit to Pyongyang -
so secretthatmany senior officials in

the ministry were unaware of it. The
delegation included Israeli geolo-
gists, but it was plain the North Kore-
ans had more on their minds than

gold. So did the Israelis.

North Korea, which has a well-
developed arms industry, produces
Scuds which it has sold to Syria. It
was known to be developing a long-
er-range missile, the Lodung-1. Iran
had placed an order for the new
missiles whose 1,000-km. range
would permitthemto strike anywhere
in Israel.

Bentsur pressed for cancellation
of that deal and a pledge by North
Koreans suggested it would take
something like $1 billion in invest-
ments, in the gold mines and other
projects, to compensate them for the
loss of revenue from missile sales.

Last June's agreement by
Pyongyang to suspend its pullout
from the Nuclear Treaty led Wash-
ington to drop its objections to israel
pursuing its contacts with North Ko-
rea.
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— TWO AMERICANS IN CHINA —

SIDNEY RITTENBERG: THE MAN WHO STAYED BEHIND

by Nick Gallo, Seattle-based Freelance Writer
reprinted from Eastsideweek, December 2, 1992

"I wanted to start off the book: 'My life has been extremely happy and
interesting," says Sidney Rittenberg, handing me the manuscript of The Man Who
Stayed Behind, published by Simon and Schuster 1993, 476 pp. $25. Co-written
by Wall Street Journal reporter Amanda Bennett, it is an account of Rittenberg's
35 years in China, where he first traveled in 1945 and lived most of his adult life.

As we walk to the door, he stops at a family picture in the foyer. It's a nice shot
of Rittenberg, 71, his four adult children, and his wife embracing in front of poplar
trees.

The optimistic words are what you might expect from an old man with a nice
Jewish face, someone who appears to have his health, his marbles, a loving
family, and the trappings of the good life. He lives in a large, beautifully landscaped
home in a Woodinville cul-de-sac, with a BMW in the garage, and plenty of
electronic gear around.

The next time | visit Sidney Rittenberg | have finished his story and this time it
is | who stop at the photo on the wall. | stare at Yulin, his Chinese wife, who was
humiliated, beaten, forced to wear a placard: "This is the unrepentant wife of the
dog of an imperialist spy," then exiled to three years in a labor camp.

| look closely at the children, who were ostracized and branded as "littlle
American spies" and stoned by other kids.

Then Rittenberg himself draws up close to me, his face absent of bitterness and
rancor. It is he who paid the heaviest price of all: 16 years of solitary confinement
in China's prisons.

Few people survive 16 years in a cell in China let alone emerge with their
humanity intact, but Rittenberg is a remarkable man with an extraordinary story.

The only American citizen ever to join the Chinese Communist Party, he
roamed the mountains of revolutionary China with Mao Tse-tung and Zhou Enlai,
then rose to a top leadership position at Radio Peking before being swallowed up
by the Cultural Revolution.

Imprisoned twice, the last time at Qin Cheng, China's prison for top-ranking
political prisoners, he returned tothe U.S. in 1980 and now has finished composing
his story, a gripping account that combines a devastating indictment of Chinese
communism with an enormous love and affection for China itself.

Born in 1921 in Charleston, South Carolina, Rittenberg grew up the only son
in a prominent Jewish family. His grandfather was a state legislator. His father was
president of the Charleston City Council.

Rittenberg was a bright, rebellious youth, who attended the University of North
Carolina. It was there he joined a leftist-oriented student group and began labor
organizing and civil-rights activism.

Remembered by a friend from those days as a "skinny little kid with thick

| glasses being followed around by 200-pound miners," Rittenberg organized coal

miners, steel workers, and cotton-mill workers. He joined the American Commu-
nist Party at age 18.

His unusual social conscience was fueled by college studies in political
philosophy, but also had antecedents in a personal event.  (continued on page 5)

SIDNEY SHAPIRO: FOR THE
SAKE OF THE REVOLUTION

by Lindsey Shanson,

reprinted from The Jerusalem Report,
February 25, 1993

From his two-room back-alley res-
idence in Beijing's West City, Sidney
Shapiro looks back, with consider-
able pride and not a scintilla of regret,
on how he renounced his U.S. citizen-
ship and began his ascentthrough the
ranks of the Chinese hierarchy. To-
day, after 40 years of championing
the GreatLeap Forward andthe meta-
morphosis of China, the New York-
born Jew is in semi-retirement but still
a member of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Council, the only
foreigner ever to achieve such emi-
nence.

Born in 1915, Shapiro qualified as
alawyer, entered the American army,
and applied for the French-language
program. Typically, they sent him to
learn Chinese instead, then on to a
signals intelligence unit which broke
Japanese codes.

After World War Il he practiced law
in New York. But a seed of radicalism
planted by the 1929 crash, which wiped
out his family's fortune and claimed
his bar mitzvah money too, took root.
"Thatis what soured me on capitalism
and opened meto socialism," he says.
"So | got on a freighter in 1947 and
came to China," out of sympathy for
Mao Tse-tung's revolutionary move-
ment.

In Shanghai under the Nationalist
regime of Chiang Kaishek, whose
policies he despised, Shapiro prac-
tised law. He soon met and married
Phoenix, a left-wing Chinese activist.

By 1948, the Nationalist hold on
mainland China was crumbling.

(continued on page 10)
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From the editor:

This issue features several interest-
ing articles: another pioneering work
comparing the Chinese and Jewish his-
torical experiences, this one by Prof.
Yee; a recapitulation of the Rites Con-
troversy, by Leo Gabow; a portion of
Ben Levaco's memoirs; and the usual
cornucopia of Sino-Judaic curiosities.

But if this issue has a focus (which if
itdoes, is never planned), | would say it
would be on famous Western Jews in
China. We have stories on the two
Sidneys (Rittenberg and Shapiro), a
book review of a biography of Trebitsch
Lincoln, and an appreciation of Lord
Kadoorie, who died justthis summer. All
we need for a full set would be some-
thing on Israel Epstein and Borodin—
unlessthere are other Jews about whom
I am ignorant. (If so, please advise.)

Perhaps someday someone willdo a
book on these Jews, tracing their lives,
comparing their backgrounds, evaluat-
ing their contributions to China, and so
on. Ifsomeone picks up on this sugges-
tions, a preliminary report in Points East
would be appreciated.

Anson Laytner
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IN THE FIELD

°*MIKE POLLAK UPDATE
As some of you must know by now,
Mike has been having a rough time.
He had open heart surgery not long
ago and seemed to be making an
uneventful recovery when he suf-
fered a setback a few weeks ago.
Luckily he received emergency treat-
mentin time, has now had new gad-
getry added to monitor the heart,
and he assures usthatheisagainon
the mend. He is proofing the last
stages of his Sino-Judaic bibliogra-
phy andthatimportantwork will soon
be printed. Again, it will be a joint
production of the Institute and the
Hebrew Union College.

°*NEW MEMBER RENE GOLDMAN
One of the very enthusiastic new
members of the SJI is Rene
Goldman, who teaches Chinese at
the University of British Columbia.
He is working on a couple of articles
dealing with comparisons between
Jewish and Chinese philosophers
(one on Zhu Xiand Maimonides, the
other on the chun-tzu and the
zaddick) and it may be that he will
submit a ms to us for the Sino-
Judaica. Goldman visited Kaifeng in
1957, which is a great deal earlier
than most visitors with whom we
have had contact.

°*PROF. ANDY PLAKS VISITS
KAIFENG
SJl Board Member Prof. Andy Plaks
recently visited Kaifeng and has
much to report on developments
there. He reports that everything now
seemspossible, anditisonlyaques-
tion of money. We hope to publish a
report on his visit in a future issue of
Points East.

°PLANS FOR A NEW FILM ON
SHANGHAI
We havereceived anannouncement
from the Shanghai Science and Ed-
ucation Film Studio that they wish to
produce a 30 minute documentary
on Jewish life in Shanghai in various
historic periods since the opening of
Shanghai as a city, that is, since

countries. Dipak Jain, an Indian busi-
nessman, will perhaps be the first to
set up a textile plant in Beersheva
with a view to use Israel as a bridge
toworld markets. Jointventures, such
asthatbetween Finolex, India's lead-
ing plastic processing company, and
Plastro Gvat, a leading Israeli drip
irrigation systems manufacturer, are
also in the works. The two govern-
ments have also exchanged draft
trade agreements which will bestow
the status of most favored nation to
each other.

ISRAELI AND INDIAN COMPA-
NIES SIGN AGREEMENTS
The Jain Agricultural Trading Com-
pany of Bombay has signed an
agreement with As-Rom Metal In-
dustries to manufacture hothouses.
It has also purchased information
from Amcor regarding the manufac-
ture of solar heaters and plans to
establish ajoint plantin India to man-
ufacture air-conditioners and refrig-
erators. Another agreement is with
Rahan Meristem propagation nurs-
eries to establish a joint factory in
India.

-ISRAEL'S AMBASSADOR TO
INDIA A MEDIA HIT
Ephraim Dowek was interviewed by
the Indian media fifteen times in his
first two weeks in office. "This is
beyond expectations," Dowek said.
"My colleagues from other countries
have not been interviewed as much
during their entire stay."

JAPAN

*JAPAN TO END SUPPORT OF
ARAB ECONOMIC BOYCOTT
Top officials in Japan told visiting
American Jewish Committee lead-
ers last December that leading Jap-
anese companies have been ad-
vised to stop cooperating with the
Arab boycott. In addition, Japan has
expressed its "disapproval" of the
boycott, and has called for its sus-
pension in communications sent di-
rectly to the Arab League and the
Gulf Cooperation Councilandin con-
versations with various Arab ambas-

1840. The proposed title is "An Un-
forgettable Orient City — A Record
of Jews in Shanghai." An accompa-
nying letter welcomes financial and
other support and facilitative assisy™
tance. Al Dien responded by send-
ing a copy of the three page an-
nouncement with suggested im-
provements of the English, espe-
cially of the title, and expressing our
interest in being kept informed of
their progress. Inthis context, Sheila
Kagan, of New York, has written of
her plan to do a screenplay about
Russian Jews who found refuge in
Shanghaiduring the time of the Rus-
sian Revolution. She asks fornames
of people whom she might contact
who would have stories and infor-
mation on this topic. We sent her the
names of Ben Levacoand LeoHanin.
BENLEVACO AND THEHOOVER
INSTITUTION ARCHIVES

As reported in a previous issue of
Points East, we have established an
archive on the history of Jews in
China in the Hoover Institution. The
first deposit was a copy of the ledger
kept by the Polish consulate for Pol-{ &
ish citizens arriving in China during
the 30s and 40s. More recently, Ben
Levaco, a former resident of Harbin,
Tienjin and Shanghai, and now in his
80s, came up from southern Califor-
nia where he is living and gave a
lecture co-sponsored by the Jewish
Community Center and the SJI. At
the same time, Ben presented a box
full of his papers, photos, records,
etc. tothe Hooverarchives. We hope
that this will be the first of a flow of
material. During his visit, we toured
the Hoover facility and were very
impressed with the professionalism
of the enterprise. At the same meet-
ing at the JCC, Ben's nephew, Ron
Levaco, a professor of film at the
University of California, San Fran-
cisco, gave a first-rate talk and

showed a preliminary clip of a filmhe sadors.
is currently making for distribution *RELATIONS WITH JAPAN IM-
PROVING

on NPR of Americans who chose to
remain in China and to identify with'
the Revolution there. These include
Sidney Shapiro and Israel Epstein.

Due to the recession which has hit
Japan, there has been an increased
interest onthe partof Japanese com-
panies in foreign markets, including

Israel. 1992 was a significant yearin
Israel-Japan relations. Among the
more important developments were
the visit of the Deputy Minister of
MITlto Israel in November 1992, the
first official visit of an MITI official in
Israel.

Israel's Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres made an official visit to Japan
in 1992. In January 1993 Israel and
Japan signed an agreement to pre-
vent double taxation. This was the
first formal agreement between the
two countries. There was also
progress in technological coopera-
tion between Japan and Israel. This
month a delegation from Japan's
AIST agency will visit Israel to exam-
ine possible cooperation between
thetwo countriesinthis area. Israel's
exports to Japan reached nearly $7
millionin 1992. Aside from diamonds,
the main bulk of the exports consist-
ed of chemicals, electronics, com-
munications systems, medical equip-
ment, bio-technology and software.

VIETNAM

NO ISRAEL-VIETNAM TIES SEEN
YET, BUT RELATIONS IMPROVE
Anlsraelidelegationthat visited Viet-
nam in March made important con-
tacts there, but diplomatic relations
are still probably a long way off,
officials in Jerusalem said. Foreign
Ministry Director General Dr. Yosef
Hadass, who headed the delega-
tion, signed a memorandum with his
counterparts in Hanoi that described
the visit as a "first step towards dip-
lomatic relations" anda second mem-
orandum calling for the encourage-
ment of economic and commercial
ties. Koor Trade Ltd. signed a deal
with a government-owned Vietnam-
ese firm to sell $50,000 worth of
chemicals. It was also decided that
Israel would provide 15 scholarships
inthe areas of economics and health
for Vietnamese students to study in
Israel.

ISRAEL AND VIETNAM BARTER
Vietnam and Israel have signed a
trade agreement whereby Vietnam
will supply Israel with rice, coffee
and rubber while Israel will supply
Vietnam with agricultural com-
pounds. Israel agreed to the barter
arrangement as a way of initiating
trade at a time when Vietnam faces
a serious foreign currency deficit.
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Other barter deals discussed were:
establishing a communications in-
frastructure for Vietnamese village
areas in return for Vietnamese tex-
tile manufacturing know-how to help
lower production pricesinIsrael. Viet-
nam is considered to have an agri-
cultural market with vast potential.

SOUTH KOREA

*S.KOREA MOVES AGAINSTBOY-
COoTT
South Korea has now joined Japan
in breaking the Arab boycott of Isra-
el, but is apparently moving more
slowly than its large neighbor. Ac-
cording to Boycott Report, the South
Korean governments is slowly and
cautiously changing its stance, and
the Korean corporations Samsung
and Goldstar have begun selling in
Israel. It is not yet known what the
positions of Hyundai and Daewoo
are on the matter. South Korea isthe
only country that trades with Israel
but refuses to disclose the amount to
the International Monetary Fund.
Israel reported to the IMF that in
1991 its exports to South Korea were
$70 million and its imports from that
nation totaled $79 million.

«ISRAEL RE-OPENS SOUTH
KOREAN EMBASSY
Asher Naim, Israel's first ambassa-
dor to South Korea in fifteen years
re-opened the lsraeli embassy in
Seoul last November. The embassy
had closed in 1978 under pressure
from Arab countries on South Korea.

THAILAND

°DOROT SIGNS DEAL WITH
THAILAND
Dorot Valve Manufacturers has
signedan agreementwith Thailand's
Ministry of Trade and Industry to
supply hydraulic diaphragm valves
for Bankgok's new central water
transportation line.

NORTH KOREA

« CONTACT ESTABLISHED
According to a knowledgeable Is-
raeli source, contact between the
two countries was initiated last year
through an American Jew in the jew-
elry business and an American busi-
nessman of South Korean origin.
The latter, who has commercial deal-
ings with North Korea, approached
the Jewish businessman to propose




