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Europeans, "left the Jews alone. All
that was needed to leave the ghetto
was a pass," she recalls.

"The Japanese weren't our friends
but they weren't anti-Semitic either.
They just didn't know what to do with
us. If you followed their rules and
regulations, it wasn't pleasant but it
wasn'tterrible. If you could show them
that you needed a pass to get out of
the ghetto to make a living or to go to
school, they would let you out."

Pike Rubinreceived such a passto
attend a Jewish school outside the
ghetto that was staffed by refugees.
Her mother, who no longer had any
customers, received a pass to go to
the French section ostensibly to ser-
vice typewriters. Instead, she pur-
chased sundries that she gave to the
ghetto peddlers on consignment to
earn money for food.

Pike Rubin recalls in her book a
poignantmomentin Shanghai: In 1938
England took children without their
parents; one couple sent their son to
England before they moved to Shang-
hai.

"The young man went from En-
gland to the United States and ulti-
mately joined the U.S. Army," she
writes. "He was among the first libera-
tion forces, and he found his parents
in Shanghai. The community shared
in an emotional reunion."

Before the war ended, the Jews of
Shanghai experienced the bombing
of the ghetto, the terror of the atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
and finally liberation. In 1947 Pike
Rubin and her mother immigrated to
the United States. The book not only
offers a detailed account of her expe-
riences in Nazi Germany and Shang-
hai but recounts her life to the present.

In his foreword to the book, anthro-
pologist and cultural historian Jud
Newborn writes that for many Jews
desperate to escape Germany and
Austria, "the Shanghai solution proved
a god-send, for in that city no visas
were required."

"The harsh but welcome salvation
Rubin found in the remote Shanghai
ghetto represents a chapter of the
Holocaust that is little known," adds
Newborn, a lecturer and co-author of
Shattering the German Night, which

describes a doomed German youth re-
sistance movement during World War
Il

About her experiences in Shanghai,
Pike Rubin says: "In 1938 the world was
closed to Jews. In the context of the 6
million, the 18,000 of us who managed
to survive are not a lot. But each of us is
100 percent. Ten years later in 1948,
Israel established ahomeland —aplace
where Jews can go by choice or when
there is no place else to go.

"If the State of Israel had existed in
1938, two-thirds of the Jews who were
killed would not have been destroyed. It
is incumbent on us to support the State
of Israel so a horrible tragedy that hap-
pened not so long ago dare not happen
again."
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Communities of South Asia,"

pages 214-229 in Jung and the
Monotheisms: Judaism, Christianity.
and Islam / edited by Joel Ryce-
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COMMEMORATION IN SHANGHAI
excerpted from the San Francisco Jewish Bulletin, April 29, 1994

When Jews returned to the Chinese port of Shanghai last week to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of their haven from Nazi persecution, Rena Krasno of
Mountain View took part in activities honoring some 20,000 Jews who fled Europe
and survived the Holocaust there.

Because Shanghai was a free port, one of the only cities in the world that did
not demand visas or travel papers, it became a sanctuary for Jewish refugees.

Krasno, 71, is busy writing her second book about the Jews of China. Her 1993
book, Strangers Always: A Jewish Family in Wartime Shanghai, is based on her
diary entries. Born in China in 1923, she is the daughter of Russian Jewish
emigres who stopped in Shanghaionthe way to Palestine and stayed for 26 years.

Returning to Shanghai for the first time in 45 years, Krasno participated in an
international seminar on the history of the city's Jewish community. She also
attended the unveiling of China's first memorial to Holocaust victims led by
Huang Yuejin, mayor of the Hongkou District People's Government. The bronze
and stone memorial is inscribed in Chinese, Hebrew and English.

"It was really very, very moving," Krasno said. "It was pouring rain. We got out
of the bus and there were crowds of people lining both sides of the street, clapping
as we came down from the bus. And then the band played, so it was all very
impressive."

An orchestra composed entirely of women played Hebrew and Yiddish songs.

One Chinese official attending last week's ceremony said the people of
Shanghai "will never forget the role of Jews in helping to build our city. . . ."

Among Americans attending the ceremony honoring the refugees was Rabbi
Arthur Schneier of the Park East Synagogue in New York, a Holocaust survivor
and head of the ecumenical group Appeal of Conscience.

Under the auspices of the foundation, Schneier helped organize the memorial
with Chinese officials and led a group of about 60 survivors to China for last week's
efforts. (continued on page 4)

RUSSIAN JEWS IN SHANGHAI
- Historic Perspective of an Eyewitness -

by Rena Krasno

My mother arrived in Shanghaiin 1910 at the age of 6, my fatherin 1921 at the
age of 22. | was born in Shanghai in 1923. My family could be defined as "Old
China Hands", members of the Shanghai Ashkenazi Jewish Community.

Russian Jewish Immigration
When my parents got married, there were some 500 Russian Jews living in
Shanghai. Who were they and how had they reached this distant city?

A man named Haimovich was the first Russian Jewish settler to become a
permanent resident in Shanghai in 1887, some 45 years after the signing of the
Nanking Treaty and the opening of 5 Treaty Ports - among which Shanghai - to
foreigntrade. Other Russian Jews followed after the Russo-Japanese War (1904-
1905) when a number of Russian Jewish soldiers decided not to return to their
anti-semitic homeland, remained in North China then gradually trickled into
Shanghai. (continued on page 4)

SHANGHAI'S CASE IN THE
ANNALS OF JEWISH
DIASPORA:

An Appreciation

by Pan Guang

From the middle of the 19th cen-
tury, Shanghai served as a focus of
Jewish immigration to China. By the
end of the 1930s, Sephardic Jews,
Russian Jews and Jewish refugees
from Nazi Europe in Shanghai
amounted to over thirty thousand,
forming the largest Jewish community
in the Far East. The prosperous com-
munity had its own communal asso-
ciation, synagogues, schools, hospi-
tals, clubs, cemeteries, chamber of
commerce, publications, active politi-
cal groups (especially Zionist parties)
and a small fighting unit - the Jewish
Company of Shanghai Volunteer
Corps., which was at the time the
world's sole legal Jewish regulararmy.

Why did Shanghaibecome anideal
home for Jewish immigrants and ha-
ven for Jewish refugees? The compli-
cated reasons can be analyzed in the
following aspects.

In history, no indigenous anti-
semitic activity has ever taken place
in Shanghai, even in whole China. In
the late 19th century and the begin-
ning of this century, when pogroms
ran through Russia and East Europe,
the Jewish community grew steadily
in Shanghai and all Jewish residents
in Shanghai lived peacefully with a
sense of security. The same example
could be found in the 1930s, espe-
cially after 1933 when Hitler began his
anti-dJewish campaign. That was the
important reason why more and more
Jews were coming to Shanghai in a
continuing stream from the late 19th
century to the middle of this century. |
use the word "indigenous" because

(continued on page 7)
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From the editor:

A glance at our front page will tell
you that this issue focuses on the
recent gathering of former Jewish
Shanghailanders and Chinese offi-
cials, scholars and others in Shang-
hai this past April. Although the Wall
Street Journal, for reasons unclear,
was critical of the event in its cover-
age, all other accounts were quite
favorable. A gathering such as this, |
think, is worthwhile if only for the
goodwill it generates. In this case,
however, we also have some very
interesting articles as a result of the
organizers' initiative.

At last spring's Board meeting, the
subject of broadening the scope of
Points East's material was discussed.
Generally PE makes do with reprint-
ing materials from elsewhere. Occa-
sionally we are fortunate to get some
original articles, memoirs, and so on.
It would really be terrific if those of
you who are writers and/or have had
experiences in East Asia would sit
down and write a little something
once and a while for us. Letters are
also welcome and are usually pub-
lished. Our next issue will come out in

October. Anson Laytner
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IN THE FIELD

e NORTH AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR
SANSKRIT-HEBREW STUDIES
FORMED
The newly-established North Ameri-
can Society for Sanskrit-Hebrew Stud-
ies (NASSHS) invites you to join. The
purpose of the Society is to support
exchanges and dialogues between
two of the world's greatest and most
ancient cultures.

NASSHS is affiliated with the San-
skrit-Hebrew Society of New Delhi,
which was founded some years ago
by Professor M. L. Sondhi of
Jawaharlal Nehru University. Profes-
sor Sondhi has been very active in
promoting friendship between India
and Israel, and he and his wife, phi-
losopher Madhuri Sondhi, will be at
Hebrew University for the next few
months, and they will be establishing
an Israeli affiliate Society while there.

The purpose of the North American
Society for Sanskrit-Hebrew Studies
is to foster dialogue on all levels: in
promoting friendship between India
and lIsrael; in sponsoring dialogues
between Indian-Americans and Jew-
ish-Americans (and Canadians); in
fostering interreligious dialogues; in
cultural and artistic exchanges; and
as Professor Sondhi put it, "exploring
the possibility of common approaches
to contemporary issues linking India,
Israel and America."

In the autumn it hopes to announce
the establishment of the North Ameri-
can Society for Sanskrit-Hebrew Stud-
ies in Jewish-American and Indian-
American media, anditwillcommence
a newsletter to report on resources
and activities of interest. Shortly there-
after, it anticipates a variety of pro-
grams of artistic, cultural, ethnic and
academic natures.

If you would care to join the effort
(there is no cost), kindly contact either
oftheindividualslisted: Dr. BrajMohan
Sinha, Head, Dept. of Religious Stud-
ies, University of Saskatchewan,
Saskatoon, Sask. S7NOWO Canada,
(306)966-6772; Dr. Nathan Katz, Pro-
fessor of Religious Studies, Florida
International University, Miami, FL
33199 U.S.A., (305) 348-2185.

o INSTITUTE OF HEBREW STUD-
IES OF SHANDONG UNIVERSITY
ESTABLISHED
Its Organization: The newly
founded Institute consists of six
staff, respectively doing Jewish Phi-
losophy, Religion, History, Politics,
Sociology and Economics. Profes-
sor Youde Fu, who has finished his
one year studies at Oxford Centre
for Hebrew Studies and is now a
Visiting Fellow of Leo Baeck Col-
lege, London, has been appointed
director of the Institute.

Its Aims: To research and dis-
seminate Jewish culture in China;
to build mutual understanding and
friendship between Chinese and
Jews all overthe world; to eliminate
the unfavourable influence of anti-
semitism upon the Chinese Chris-
tians.

Ilts Major Works in the Next 5
Years: Organise the translationand
writing of 10 books concerning a
variety of subjects of Jewish cul-
ture; train students by organising
one year programme or summer

courses; create the first Chinese |

magazine, "A Journal of Jewish
Culture"; organise academic ex-
change, domestic and international
conferences.

Financial support and other help
needed: Buying office facilities and
maintaining the normal work of the
Institute (£10,000 for 5 years, ex-
cluding salary for staff); support for
publications (£1,100 for each book
or one volume of magazine); pay-
ment for the invited specialist in-
cluding foreign experts and some
grants for needed students (£5,000
per year); cost for conferences
(£2,000 each meeting); grant and
travelling fare for one staff to study
abroad (£7,000 per year); estab-
lishing a library and buying books
mainly from the western world
(£4,000 per year).

For more information, contact
Prof. Yu Youde, % Shandong Uni-
versity, Jinan, Shandong, China;
tel: (0531) 45961, fax: (0531)
42167, tix: 39196 SUFJNCN.

(continued from page 16)
CHINESE PARTICIPANTS (continued):

Mr. Guo Long-long, Associate Professor, SIIS

Mr. Guo Qi-yuan, Division Chief, Foreign Affairs Office Shanghai Municipality (FAOSM).

Mr. Ge Zhuang, Assistant Professor, SASS.
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Mr. Lao Guo-min, Deputy Director, Shanghai Municipal Education Bureau.

Mr. Li Chu-wen, Honorary President, SIIS; Senior Advisor, CJSS.

Mr. Li Yi-hai, Associate Dean, CJSS.
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Mr. Liu Wen-xiang, Vice Director, China News Service Shanghai Branch.

Ms. Liu Yong-feng, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Beijing.

Ms. Liu Yu-wen, Editor, Shanghai Pictorial Publishing House.

Mr. Lu Xiao-ming, Director, Shanghai Film Research institute.

Mr. Ma Chang-lin, Associate Research Archivist, Shanghai Municipal Archives

Mr. Pan Guang, Professor & Dean, CJSS; Director, Institute of Eurasian Studies, SASS.

Ms. Qiu Dan-Feng, Editor, Jiefang Daily.

Mr. Shen Guo-hua, Director, Department of Comprehensive Studies, Institute of Eurasian Studies,
SASS.

Mr. Shao Hui-xiang, Division Chief, FAOSM.

Mr. Shen Ji, Writer, Shanghai Film Studio.

Mr. Song Ji-chang, Chief Editor & Director, International Dept., Shanghai TV Station.

Mr. Shu Han-feng, Director, the Report & Edit Dept., Social Science Weekly
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Mr. Wang Jian-sheng, Division Chief, FAOSM.

Mr. Wang Ming-ming, Council Member, SPAFFC.

Mr. Wing Yi-sha, President, KRSJHC.
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Ms. Wang Zhi-jing, International Exchange Center, Hongkou District.
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Eurasian Studies, SASS.

Mr. Wei Zhi-yun, Director, Foreign Affairs Office, Hongkou District.

Mr. Wei Zhen-zhong, Vice President, KRSJHC.

Mr. Wu Jian-zhong, Deputy Director, Shanghai Library.

Ms. Wu Wen-Jun, Division Chief, SPAFFC.

Mr. Wu Yang, Assistant Professor, SASS.

Mr. Wu Xiu-yi, Secretary General, the Social Science Planning Committee of Shanghai.

Mr. Xu Bu-zeng, Professor, SASS.

Mr. Xu Jian-xiang, Deputy Division Chief, FAOSM.
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Mr. Xu Xiang-qun, Executive Director, Center of Israel & Judaic Studies, Chinese Institute for Peace
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Mr. Xia Yong-fang, Assistant Director, FAOSM.

Mr. Xue Ya-ping, Editor, Shanghai Far East Publishing House.

Mr. Ye Jian-sheng, Deputy Secretary General, Hongkou Committee of CPCC.

Ms. Yang Jie, SPAFFC.

Mr. Yu Wei-dong, Associate Dean, CJSS.

Mr. Yu Xing-zhi, Counsellor, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Beijing.

Mr. Yan Yi-en, Senior Fellow, Shanghai Institute of Culture & History.

Mr. Yu Jian-hua, Associate Dean, CJSS.

Mr. Yu Yong-jin, Reporter, Shanghai TV Station.

Mr. Zhu Jian-zhong, Division Chief, FAOSM.

Mr. Zhu Wei-lie, Professor & Director, Institute of Middle East Studies, Shanghai International
Studies University.

Mr. Zhang Jia-zhe, Associate Professor, SASS.

Mr. Zhang Ti-bin, Deputy Director, Foreign Affairs Office of Kaifeng.

Mr. Zhang Xi-chang, Senior Editor, Shanghai Pictorial Publishing House.

Mr. Zhang Yao-zhong, FAOSM.

Mr. Zhang Zhong-li, President, SASS; Honorary Dean, CJSS.

Mr. Zhuang Xi-chang, Professor, Fudan University.
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BOOK NOOK

(continued from page 16)

After that, Pike Rubins' mother
bought tickets on a steamship to
Shanghai to join Austrian Jews who
began migrating to this remote spotin
China — one of the few havens for
Jews in the world. Pike Rubin's father
was released shortly before they left
because of his courageous service in
World War |, and he was able to make
the trip. Once the family arrived in
Shanghai, Pike Rubinsays, they found
themselves in a subtropical climate—
"140 degrees in the shade in summer,
monsoon rains in the winter."

In her book Pike Rubin describes
the lack of basic sanitation, writing
that "every disease known to mankind
ran rampant. The local population had
some immunity to many of the dis-
eases, but Caucasians, particularly
western Europeans, did not fare as
well. Inoculations were required three
times a year to combat typhoid,
paratyphoid and cholera, but ensured
only partial immunity. Malaria, trans-
mitted by the mosquito, was also
prevalent, manifestingitselfinextreme
cases of dysentery. Only smallpox
could be successfully avoided by
means of annual vaccinations.

"All water, fruit and vegetables had
to be boiled at least five minutes past
the boiling point, and non-boilable fruit,
such as oranges, tangerines, apples
and bananas, had to be placed in a
disinfectant for an hour before being
peeled and eaten."

Pike Rubin says her family had
hoped to spend only a year or two in
Shanghai; they spent eight. She cred-
its her mother's resourcefulness to
helping the family survive. For in-
stance, before leaving Germany her
mother persuaded her father to learn
a trade as a typewriter mechanic. In
Shanghai the family opened a type-
writer repair business that her mother
continuedtorun afterherfather'sdeath
in 1941. Her grandmother joined the
family in Shanghai and died there in
1943, leaving Pike Rubin and her
mother to fend for themselves.

Interestingly, Pike Rubin notesthat
theJapanese, whiletheyinterned other



