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AN INDIAN HOLIDAY FEAST
Recipes

Makmura Chicken in Lemon Sauce
1 chicken, 3 Ibs., cut into service pieces,
giblets included
loose skin and fat removed
1 garlic clove, chopped fine
1 tsp. minced fresh gingerroot
1 medium-sized onion, chopped fine (about
1/2 cup)
1/4 tsp. ground turmeric
1 tsp. salt, or to taste
1 tbsp. raisins, light or dark
10 almonds, blanched in hot water, skin
removed and
halved lengthwise
1-1/4 cups water
2-3 tbsp. lemon juice

Put all ingredients, except lemon juice,
in a pan with one-half cup of water. Bring to
boil over moderate heat. Cover the pan and
cook for 15 minutes.

Uncoverthe pan, tiltit slightly and hamiss
the onion into a smooth puree. To do this,
stir the small amount of sauce briskly with a
wooden spoon.

Pour in the balance of the water, cover
the pan and continue to cook for 15 minutes.

Add the lemon juice and cook for about
10 minutes or until the chicken is tender and
the sauce has thickened somewhat. Adjust
the salt and lemon juice to taste.

Serve warm.

Bhaji Curried Vegetables
1/2 cup thin-sliced onion

2 tbsp. corn or peanut oil

1 tsp. ground gingerroot

1 tsp. ground garlic

1/2 tsp. ground fresh hot chili
1/2 tsp. ground turmeric

1/2 tsp. salt or to taste

2 cardamom pods (optional)
11b. small potatoes, peeled, cutinto 1/2-inch
cubes

1 cup water

2 cups 1-inch cauliflowerets
1/2 cup chopped ripe tomato

Fry the onion in oil in a large pan over
moderate heat for three minutes until it
begins to turn brown. Add the gingerroot,
garlic, chili, turmeric, salt and cardamom if
used. Stir-fry the mixture for three minutes.

Add the potatoes and water and cook
over moderate to low heat for 15 minutes to
soften potatoes.

Add cauliflowerets and tomato. Stir a bit
and let the curry cook over moderate to low
heat until all liquid has evaporated and
vegetables are soft. This is a dry curry.

Serve warm.

DEGEM SYSTEMS CONDUCTING CAMBODIAN DEAL
reprinted from The Jerusalem Post 13 July 1994

Degem Systems is negotiating a deal with the Cambodian Army and the country's
Education Ministry to train former guerrilla fighters in technical and vocational skills. As
part of the agreement, the Asian Development Bank will purchase over $5 million worth
of modular units housed in trailers that will provide a base for the project's implementa-
tion.

Degem specializes in innovative training technologies for use by the industrial,
electronics, telecommunications and educational sectors.

The company also markets a system which helps develop skills for illiterate students,
especially those from rural and remote areas. The mobile unit system has been similarly
used in Angola to train demobilized soldiers.

“If a country does not give them [guerrillas] these skills, there is the threat of internal
strife, crime and the potential development of a local mafia which could endanger the
country," Degem Technological systems Division President Daniel Delrahim said.

UN officials in Cambodia are also considering to buy the system.

A joint Degem-Berlitz venture will. develop a Khmer-English version of Degem's
language training program that will be used by Cambodian field personnel.
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“THE UNLIKELY LIBERATORS" MISSION TO JAPAN

by Pam Rotner Sakamoto

In the summer of 1940, a brave Japanese diplomat, Consul Chiune Sugihara,
ignored government instructions and issued over two thousand transit visas to
desperate Jews in Lithuania seeking to flee Europe. Fortunately, a whole family
could use a single transit visa, enabling many more to escape. The refugees
made their way to Japan via the Soviet Union and ultimately survived the war in
Shanghai or their destination countries.

Several years later in May 1945, the 522nd Field Artillery Battalion, a division
of the Japanese-American 442nd Regimental Combat Team, liberated the
Dachau concentration camps and over five thousand Jews on the Dachau death
march. At the time, many of the soldiers' families were interned back home in the
United States.

“The Unlikely Liberators" mission recently celebrated the courage of both
Sugihara and the Japanese-American veterans with a pilgrimage to Japan. | was
privileged to participate in their program of events. Consider my observations a
Series of snapshots intended to capture some of the activities and people
involved.

Initial Surprise

| first heard about the trip in June as a result of a mailing to those listed in the
directory of individuals interested in the Jews and Asia. As a Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy Ph.D. student researching the policy of the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs towards the Jews during World War Il, | hoped that the
tour would prove stimulating for my work. The timing was perfect since | was in
the midst of a move from Toronto to Tokyo.

| was immediately intrigued by the diversity of groups - Japanese-American
veterans from the European theater, Japanese-American military intelligence
veterans who had served in the Pacific and were credited with shortening the war,
Sugihara visa recipients and Dachau survivors. Were the links between the
groups strong enough to constitute a cohesive whole with an underlying theme
or was this a hopelessly hybrid tour of connections forced by good intentions?

| called to inquire and spoke with Allen Meyer who had worked as a Japanese
linguist in the Military Intelligence Service (MIS). Allen put me in touch with Harry
Fukuhara, a military intelligence specialist and career officer who was one of the
primary organizers of the event.

In mid-August, a few days after moving to Tokyo, | met with Harry Fukuhara.
His commitment and competence were obvious. Since | had been involved in a
Sugihara tribute dinner sponsored by the Canadian Jewish Congress and the
National Association of Japanese Canadiansin Torontoin 1993, | knew thata cool
head, steady hand and language skills were necessary. Harry possesses all
three. | was convinced that the dedication of the organizers would make the
"mission" a success.

The "mission" was more meaningful than | expected. Veterans and survivors
experienced flashbacks and expressed memories that had been repressed for
years. The press was aggressive, but it lent excitement to the atmosphere.

Yet, | struggled with writing this report. | had easily prepared a one page article
for a journal in my hometown, but when | tried to compose a detailed account, |

(continued on page 3)

SHANGHAIASHKENAZI
JEWS' HEROIC EFFORTS
TO SAVE EUROPEAN
REFUGEES DURING
WORLD WARIII

by Rena Krasno

During the Japanese occupation
of Shanghai, which became complete
after Pearl Harbor, the Shanghai
Ashkenazi Jewish Communal Asso-
ciation made every effortto help some
20,000 European refugees who had
escaped the Holocaust.

After the arrest and prolonged tor-
ture of Boris Topas, President of the
Shanghai Ashkenazi J.C.A., by the
Japanese Gendarmerie (Kempetai)
and his resulting lifelong physical and
mental disability, Mr. Boris
Radomishlesky was elected President.
He was to serve courageously and
loyally during this highly dangerous
time for Shanghai Jews, defenseless
against the Imperial Authorities.

On February 18, 1943, the Japa-
nese Commander-in-Chief of the Im-
perial Japanese Army inthe Shanghai
Area, and the Commander-in-Chief of
the Imperial Japanese Navy in the
Shanghai Area, published a 'Procla-
mation Concerning Restriction of Resi-
dence and Business of Stateless Refu-
gees'. Thisresulted in the segregation
of all European Jews who had arrived
in Shanghai after 1937 within a district
of Shanghai seriously damaged dur-
ing the Sino-Japanese conflict.

The Japanese official in complete
control of the Bureau of Stateless
Refugees was the much feared
Tsutomu Kubota.

Shortly afternoon,onJuly 17,1945,
the U.S. Airforce bombed the Hongkew
Ghetto. Their apparent military objec-
tive was a Japanese Naval Station
which directed warships.

(continued on page 4)
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From the editor:

Every time | think that we have
pretty much exhausted the
possibilities for new and interesting
material on Jewish life in Asia, |
receive articles to revive my hopes to
the contrary.

Considerthisissue: Two exclusive
articles, one on a unique "mission" to
Japanthat brought together survivors
of Dachau and their Japanese-
American liberators, those saved by
Sugihara and members of his family,
and the Tokyo Jewish community
and Japanese officials; the other on
Ashkenazi Jewish rescue efforts in
Shanghai during the War. Or these:
two articles on the Far East from
Orthodox perspectives. Orthese: two
versions of a trip to Kaifeng by
members of the Hong Kong Jewish
community.

Still, prior to every issue, | get
publication anxiety. Will we have
enough material to publish a decent
issue? Will we make it to volume ten
next year? You can help keep me in
good emotional health. ~ SEND ME
YOUR ARTICLES, YOUR
MEMOIRS, YOURBOOKREVIEWS.
Thanks.

Anson Laytner

Points East:
A Publication of the Sino-Judaic
Institute
Anson Laytner, Editor
Editorial Office: 1200 17th Avenue East,
Seattle, WA 98112
Tel & Fax: (206) 726-9791
ISSN 1063-6269
The Sino-Judaic Institute
2316 Blueridge Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025
(415)323-1769

Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion. The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editorare theirown and do not
necessarily express the viewpoints and posi-
tions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.

President, Prof. Albert E. Dien; 1st Vice-Presi-
dent, Rabbi Joshua Stampfer; 2nd Vice-
President, Michael Pollak; Editor, Rabbi
Anson Laytner; Public Affairs, Rena Krasno;
Treasurer, Norman Fishman;Board of Direc-
tors, ArthurH. Rosen, Chair, Wendy Abraham
Ed.D., Rabbi Arnold Belzer, Marshall
Denenberg, Leo Gabow, M.D., Phyllis Horal,
Frederic Kaplan, Ronald L. Kaye, M.D., Prof.
Donald D. Leslie, Dennis Leventhal, Kenneth
Lubowich, Prof. Andrew Plaks, Harriet
Rosenson, Vera Schwarcz, Prof. Louis
Schwartz, Nigel Thomas, RabbiMarvin Tokayer,
Wu Yuan-li;Counsel, Robert Grodsky

IN THE FIELD

¢ SUGIHARA'S LIST FOUND

American historian Hillel Levine, of
Boston University, found a 31 page
Japanese governmentdocumentdat-
ing from 1940 which list the 1,944
Jewsissued visas by Japanese diplo-
mat Chiune Sugihara from his consu-
late base in Lithuania. Levine found
the documents after a month-long
search in the Japanese Foreign Min-
istry archives in Tokyo.

e YIDDISH BOOKS IN CHINA
The Yiddish Book Center has re-
cently established library collections
of Yiddish literature at two major
universities in China (in Shanghai
and Nanjing), marking the first time
that Yiddish books have entered that
country since World War Two. De-
spite the official welcome, actually
shipping books into the country re-
portedly has not been easy.

* MAO'S TRANSLATOR DIES
Sol Adler, 85, the U.S. Treasury
Department's representative to
China during World War Il and a
translator of the works of Mao
Zedong, died of cancer August 4 in
Beijing.

Mr. Adler, who was born in Britain,
was living in China when he went to
work for the Treasury Department.
When he was recalled to the States
in 1947, he fell victim to the anti-
communist crusade, but eventually
was cleared.

He returned to Chinain 1962 atthe
invitation of the Chinese govern-
ment and became a fellow at the
Institute of World Economics, an
adviser to the Chinese government,
and a translator of Mao's works.

e PhD AWARDED
SJI member Maisie Meyer writes
from London thatshe was awarded a
PhD for her dissertation on the
Sephardic Jewish community of
Shanghai. An abstract of her paper
appears in the Book Nook of this
issue. Congratulations Maisie —and
please send us some articles.

® PICTURE BOOK ON SHANGHAI
JEWS PLANNED
Prof. Pan Guang writes from Shang-
hai that he will be serving as editor-
in-chief of an exciting new project: a
pictorial memoir of the Jewish

community in Shanghai, to be pub-
lished by the Shanghai Pictorial
Publishing House. He expects that
the book will appeal to former resi-

dents, their descendants, Chinese ~

friends, and students of the period
everywhere. For more information,
or to send pictures and personal
memoirs (you may want to make
duplicates), contact Prof. Pan c/o
The Center of Jewish Studies
Shanghai, 622-7 Huai Hai Road
(M), Suite 355, Shanghai 200020,
China, tel: 86-21-3271170, ext.
2352, fax: 86-21-3751446.

FROM OUR READERS:

September 29, 1994
To the Editor,

In Xu Bu-zeng'sinformative piece
on Jewish cultural life in wartime
Shanghai (Points East 9.2:8-10), he
states that the last Jewish refugee
reportedly died in 1981. This may be
incorrect.

| lived in Shanghai from 1985 to
1987. During this time | made the
acquaintance of an elderly Jewish
woman living in the vicinity of Fudan
University in the Jiangwan district.

She told me that her family had fled {

from Germany to Shanghai, and that
after the war her surviving relatives
resettled in Argentina. She chose to
stay in Shanghai.

At the time of our meeting | was
rather ignorant regarding her signifi-
cance as possibly the last surviving
member of a once thriving commu-
nity; | don't even remember her
name.

Perhaps some of your readers
may have more information on this
subject.

Yours truly,
Daniel Silverman
Department of Linguistics, UCLA

August 26, 1994
To the Editor:

Information is being sought on
Regina Oyena, alsoknown as Regina
Goldberg, who lived in Shanghai in
the 1920's and 30's. Her husband,
Max, was a businessman who owned
the Wilshire Hotel in Shanghai on the
wharf. Anyone with information
should contact Michael Levy, 320 W.
Tyler Ave., Eau Claire, WI, 75401 or
Mildred (Adler) Goldin, 1700 E. 56th
St., #2406, Chicago, 60637.

Beverly Friend, Ph.D.

respect for the individual in the West,
whereas in China they have built up
the supremacy of society," Marshall
said. "The individual doesn't count."

He argues that, in China itself,
that approach eventually created a
fossilized state and such modern
upheavals as the Cultural Revolu-
tion, while the Western concept led
toavibrantcivilization. Now, Marshall
believes Western influence is ebb-
ing in Asia and that China's will
spread, reinforcing Singapore's au-
thoritarian view.

He described the lashing of Ameri-
canteen-ager Michael Fay for spray-
painting cars as "grossly excessive"
punishment, but does not expect the
government to soften its politics or
laws.

Marshall intends to crusade as
long as he is able. Although formally
retired, he consults at an interna-
tional law firm and keeps up with
politics and current events by having
somebody read to him each night.

"| was asked last night: 'David,
why do you do it? Why do you endan-
ger yourself? You are 86, you've
done your job, just retire with dig-
nity," he said.

"Am | a masochist? | don't think
so. | think it is very necessary that
there should be a light, some light, a
different light, no matter how small,
in a gathering darkness."

A RABBI ON THE
BURMA ROAD

by Marcia Kay
excerpted from Jerusalem Post
1 May 1994

It isn't often a rabbi can boast
about helping establish eight syna-
gogues in one geographical area. Or
about being one of the founding rab-
bis of what is now known as United
Synagogue Youth. And how many
clergy, not to mention rabbis, can tell
you about the hot, dusty and mostly
unbearable Burma Road, a piece of
man-built highway which would its
way through China, India and Burma.

Gordon has been an active rabbi
since 1940, when he graduated from
the Jewish Theological Seminary,
receiving awards for Hebrew litera-

ture, public speaking and cantorial
music. He also earned a bachelor of
arts degree from City College of New
York and a master's degree from Co-
lumbia University in economics.

In 1942, however, his brother-in-
law was killed in an Army Air Corp
plane over Germany. "l felt | needed
to carry on for him," Gordon said.
From 1942 to 1945, Gordon was a
chaplaininthe Army Air Corps. Buthe
wanted to serve overseas, preferably
in Europe, where his brother-in-law
had served. Instead, he was sent to
the China-Burma-Iindia Theater of
Operations.

Instead of sitting in a headquar-
ters, far behind the lines, Gordon felt
it was his duty to be with the troops
andlistentotheirconcerns."Youdon't
serve as a chaplain sitting in the
chapel," he said. "You must see sol-
diers, which is why | wanted to serve
at the front."

Gordon served time with the fa-
mous Flying Tigers under the com-
mand of Gen. Claire Chennault be-
fore he volunteered to be the chaplain
accompanying soldiers on the newly
completed Burma Road. Gordon was
surprised when he realized he was the
only chaplain to volunteer for the as-
signment.

The Burma Road was 1,000 miles
through the mountains of China and
Burma and served as a supply line for
the Allied Forces in Southeast Asia.
Gordon and his driver maneuvered
their jeep through miles of the road
while under sniper attack. They were
able to send notes back through the
lines, alerting soldiers and higher head-
quarters to the dangers.

"We made it halfway before we
were strafed," Gordon said. His assis-
tant was killed.

For his service "beyond the call of
duty" he was awardedthe Bronze Star
plus three decorations. Gordon also
received the Chinese Medal of Honor,
which was awarded to him by Ma-
dame Chiang Kai-Shekand Channault
in Peking.

While in southeast Asia, Gordon
became involved in the transport of
1,000 children from Germany to China.
From China, the children were put on
a boat commanded by the Haganah
and taken to Israel.
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AN INDIAN HOLIDAY FEAST

by Marcia Kay
excerpted from _Washington Jewish
Week, 25 August 1994

With the aroma of honey cake,
chicken soup and tzimmes, you know
Rosh Hashanah is close at hand.

But this year at the home of Kenneth
Robbins, guests will be treated to an
extraordinary dining and holiday
experience. Robbins, a collector of
Jewish artifacts from India, is playing
host to Copeland Marks, well-known
chef, cookbook authorand worldtraveler.

Copeland Marks' love of foreign cui-
sine took him to the streets of Calcutta,
India. Besides collecting recipes and
cooking in native kitchens, Marks there
met "members of the dwindling Baghdad
Jewish community."

The Baghdad Jewish community in
Calcutta was established in the 18th
century when, Marks said, "they invented
a new cuisine and incorporated it with a
collection of spices and seasonings."

Atits height, the Jewish communityin
Calcutta numbered between 6,000 and
7,000.

There are three key Jewish commu-
nities in India, each with its own distinc-
tive cuisine. In additionto Calcutta, Marks
has explored the kitchens of Bene Israel
of the Bombay District and the Cochin
Jews of south India.

Learning about different foods and
flavors took Marks to native kitchens
where he "cooked with the people." He
also prepared dishes with Indian women
in London, where there is a large Indian
community, and in Israel.

Indian cooking, Marks said, is a "cui-
sineadventure." Iltis notwhat most people
think of as Indian cooking with hot chili
spices, like Korean food.

Instead, these dishes contain an "in-
ventive arrangement of herbs and
spices." Marks said the cuisine has been
“influenced by kashrut." Preparing au-
thentic dishes necessitates different
herbs, onion,s ginger, garlic and tumeric
for color. Marks also uses curry, a blend
of traditional Indian spices.

Robbins' Rosh Hashanah guests will
be treated to, among other dishes,
Chicken and Beets Curry, Sweet and
Sour; Vegetable Ghaji, a vegetarian
curry; and Mukmura, chicken in alemon
sauce with almonds and raisins.



