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1. Hirsch-Council on the Experience in Shanghai — Ralph Hirsch has been
instrumental in establishing the Council on the Jewish Experience in Shanghai (CJES),
which has the goal of publishing a newsletter, facilitating research, encouraging donations
of materials to archives, and discussing with the pertinent Chinese organizations to
preserve and honor the sites of the Jewish presence in Shanghai. We are in contact with
Mr. Hirsch, and intend to cooperate with the CJES in areas of mutual concern.

2. Friend-China Judaic Studies Association — Beverly Friend, who heads the China
Judaic Studies Association, visited the Bay area recently and met with Institute officers.

lll. Sino-Judaica, vol. 2 — The first
printing of volume one of the journal has
been exhausted and an additional 50
copies were printed to meet continuing
demand, at this point primarily from
libraries. There are also a number of
standing orders for the second volume
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will be Shanghai. Pan Guang's VI. New Business — Rabbi Tokayer, who had hoped to attend some of the meeting, but

bibliographic essay on Chinese studies of was not able to do so, in a letter of Jan. 17, suggested the following:

Jews was originally meant to be included, 1. Update on the rebuilding of the Kaifeng synagogue: INDIAN JEWS PREDICT A STORY OF _SURVIVAL PASSAGE FRO.M INDIA
and toward that end, the Chinese 2. A current bibliography, to include MA and PhD theses, including some excellent THE END OF THEIR by Sue Fishkoff by Vera Weisz

characters were added by a research papers written at the HUC; MILLENNIUM excerpted from the Jerusalem Post excerpted from The Jerusalem Post

assistantin Shanghai, recruited by Al Dien,
but recently we have learned that Pan had
the essay printed atthe Hebrew University.
Irene Eber sent a copy, and suggested
thatitwas not worthwhile reprinting. Inthat
case, an alternative article by Wang Haijun,
a member of the Institute of Minority
Studies, Chinese Academy of Science,
who studies the Chinese Jews, will be
used instead. This appeared in Chinese in
the Academy's journal, and will be
translated into English by Al. He will also
translate the article by Wang Qingyu, who
is at present a researcher at Yale. The
journal should appear sometime in the
Spring.

IV. Reporton China Trip from Al Dien —
Al Dien was in China last August and
September, during which time he was told
there were Jews in Urumqi and Khotan.
He intended to look into this while in

3. A list of locations of the Chinese Torah scrolls, items at the HUC, Royal Ontario
Museum, District of Columbia Cathedral, etc., so people can visit these places, as well
as the possibility of research at locations at places known to have had Jewish
communities, and a few more subjects. Volunteers to undertake these projects would be

most welcome.

Join The Sino-Judaic Institute

The Sine-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-
political organization which was founded in 1985 by an international group

of scholars and laypersons.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in
supporting our endeavor. Our annual dues structure is as follows:

by Tom Tugend
excerpted from the Jerusalem Post

Magazine, 21 February 1994

Few Jewish travelers are more
welcome than at the 400-year-old
Pardesi Synagogue in Cochin, a port
city near the southwestern tip of In-
dia.

"By the grace of God, foreign Jews
show up so we can have a minyan
(quorum for prayers)," said Jackie
Cohen, the 77-year-old caretaker of
the Sephardi synagogue at the end
of Jew Town Road.

Five decades ago, there were five
synagogues and 2,500 Jews in
Cochin. Today, the community num-
bers seven families with 22 mem-

Magazine, 9 July 1993

Ted Nevins, 24 returned to New
York after a year in Bombay as the
Joint Distribution Committee's first full-
time youth and community worker in
India. Today, only about 5,500 Jews
remain in India, down from a high of
30,000 in the mid-1960s when the
JDC and ORT began their outreach
there. Most of the Jews belong to the
Bene Israel community, supplemented
by about 250 former Iraqgi Jews and 24
elderly Jews from the area of Cochin,
leftovers of the Spanish expulsion of
1492.

Aliya and assimilation have cut
deeply into the Indian Jewish commu-
nity, which is now centered in Bombay,

Magazine, 9 July 1993

Inthe living room in a modest Haifa
apartment vociferous discussion is
under way. Stories are told of being
dumped in far-flung areas with no job
opportunities; of religious olim dealing
with secular society; discrimination
due to color or accent; and difficulties
getting along with other communities.
Absorption bloopers are recalled with
the humor of hindsight. A common
enough setting in Israel, but some-
thing within this small group stamps
them as uniquely Indian, an accent
perhaps, or turn of phrase.

The participants in this heated de-
bate are from the Indian community,
known as Bene lIsrael, and they are
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After receiving more information, Al porate me P Confectioners, the only Jewish bak- vival in the Third World, where tradi- towards the future.

intends to apply for funds from other Libraries $ 50 ery in India. tional cultures face the growing pres- "In India," related Benjamin Jacob,

sources, so that amount would be a back-
up in case support from elsewhere is not
forthcoming. Further, Al reported on his
meeting with Eyal Propper, Second
Secretary in charge of cultural affairs,
Embassy of Israel in Beijing. In accord
with the cultural agreement signed
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sures of modernity.

When Nevins arrived in Bombay in
December 1991 clutching his degree
in international relations from Clark
University in upstate New York, there
was not much happening. Except for

chairman of the AlJI, "we were (tradi-
tionally) farmers, and we often worked
with the oil presses to make sure we
had the oil we needed for candle-
lighting for Sabbath; coconut oil is
what we used."
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bar mitzvas and weddings, butthere's
little business now, though recently

(continued on page 3)

Jewish Agency has one local repre-
sentative, who Nevins says is "not

(continued on page 4)

that the youth are less interested in
ritual these things are getting lost! In
(continued on page 5)
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From the editor:

No thoughts, no profundities
— just another issue chock full
of curiosities for the tenth year
in a row. (Sorry it's late.) Hope
you enjoy it.

Anson Laytner

Correction:

Inthe last issue ofPoints East,
the Book Nook section mistitled
Reno Krasno's book as
"Strangers Alone." It is entitled
Strangers Always: A Jewish
Family in Wartime Shanghai.
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IN THE FIELD

e BOARD CHANGES
Prof. Wu Yuan-li has resigned from
the Board of the Sino-Judaic Institute.
His contributions to our work have
been much appreciated and his pres-
ence will be missed by all.

®ISRAEL'S VOICE IN CHINA

Yisilie Tongxun (Israel Newsletter) is
the magazine of the Israeli Embassy
in Beijing. It is distributed to over
5,000 people all over China, includ-
ing many leaders and ministers in
Beijing and in the provinces. Many
Chinese are writing articles about
Israel for the magazine.

°* SUNDAY SINGLES SPEAKER'S
SPEECH ON SINEWS AND SINO-
JUDAICA
Prof. Mark Sommer, professor of
political science at St. Jon's Univer-
sity and Seton Hall University, spoke
on "The 'Sinew-Plucking' Religion —
The Ancient Chinese Jewish Com-
munity" (in conjunction with the Sino-
Judaic Institute) at a gathering of
Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis' Hineni
Heritage Center's Sunday Singles
Social Program last November. It is
one of anumber of lectures that Prof.
Sommer has been giving on the sub-
ject.

e TIENTSIN JEWISH SCHOOL RE-
UNION PLANNED
Varda Yoran is holding a reunion of
former schoolmates of the Tientsin
Jewish School at her home in Kings
Point, Long Island, New York on
Saturday, the 24th of June, 1995.
She asks that those who plan to
attend bring a few memories — vi-
gnettes from the past, tidbits from
the present, photographs, memora-
bilia, etc. If enough written material
is received, a booklet or newsletter
might be published. For more infor-
mation, contact any of the following
individuals:

Kurt Weinbach, 70 Stanford Drive,
Rochester, NY 14610, (716) 288-
9471;

Ted Baron, 2300 Lindenmere
Drive, Merrick, NY 11566, (516) 623-
9882; or

Varda Yoran, 12 Cove Lane, Kings
Point, NY 11024, (516) 466-8209,
Fax (516) 466-1310.

Varda Yoran's article on the TJS
will appear in the nextissue of Points
East.

FROM OUR READERS:
[Apologies to Prof. Grunfeld, whose

letter is just now being published a

year and a half late!]

September 23, 1993
To the Editor,

| just got around to reading the
latest issue of Points East (Oct. '93,
Vol.8, No. 3) and noticed your editorial
query about other Jewsin China other
than those mentioned in this issue.

In fact the list of political active
foreigners, who also happened to be
Jewish, is quite long. This list that
follows includes only those names |
can think of off the top of my head.

For those who stayed in China
after 1949 or who went there after
that date there is, of course,
Rittenbergand Sid Shapiro and Israel
Epstein. Thislistshould include Sam
Ginsbourg, Julian Schuman, Gerry
Tannebaum, Ruth Weiss, Sol Adler,
David Crook, Trude Rosenberg and
a member of the British CP who died
just a few years ago and whose
name - | think - was Mike Shapiro.

For those who were politically
active prior to 1949 there is Borodin
(Mikhail and Fanny) and also Rayne
Simons Prohme and her sister Grace
Simons Glass. The latter was mar-
ried to Frank Glass, Shanghai's most
prominent Trotskyite, who may also
have been Jewish. There were Harold
and Viola Isaacs, Manny and Grace
Granich and a Jewish dentistin Xi'an
who was aiding the communists and
was killed during the Sian Incident.
And there was Milly Bennett whose
autobiography | have just edited and
annotated. (On Her Own, Journalis-
tic Adventures From the San Fran-
cisco Earthquake to the Chinese
Revolution, 1917-1927 M.E. Sharpe,
Inc., 1993).

Undoubtedly there are others and
talking to those who are still around
could probably dreg up considerably
more names.

Just to set the historical record
straight, Sidney Rittenberg was the
first Americancitizen to jointhe CCP.
George Hatem (born and raised in

Buffalo, NY) was the first American

to join. | recall that he acquired Chi-
nese citizenship before he joined.
Also in the article on Sidney Shapiro

Product: $4.17 trillion) has taken a
sharp upturn since the 1991 Gulf
War, Israel represents a fraction of a
fraction of Japan's $600 billion in
bilateral trade worldwide. And the
Japanese don't believe in rushing
things, cautions Max Livnat, minister
for economic affairs at the Israeli
Embassy in Tokyo.....

'Eventhoughcommercial relations
between the two countries expanded
over the years, there was always
something secret about it. That
created anomalies: Until the mid-
1980s, Israel was one of the few
countries of the world that officially
exported more to Japan than it
imported. That figure was only on
paper: At the time, many of the
Japanese exports to Israel, such as
automobiles and electronic goods,
were listed asimports from their point
of transshipmentin Singapore, Hong
Kong or a European country. That is
why official Israelifigures show jumps
in imports from Japan from around
$200-$220 million in the early 1980s
to $500 million in 1987, $650 million
in 1988 and over $800 million by the
early 1990s....

Things picked up after the 1991
Madrid Mideast conference, but the
real push came in 1993. The era of
impending peace, says one well-
placed Japanese source, who spoke
on condition of anonymity, "is a time
to do business."

Since then, Livnat notes, "l have
been seeing dozens of top Japanese
businessmen," talking about
economic opportunities and sending
high-level delegations to Israel for a
close-up look. In Tokyo, Livnat says,
he sees five times the number of
people he saw before the Gulf War.

The bulk of israel-dapan trade is
taken up by two products: Israeli
diamonds, which in 1993 accounted
for $486 million, or about two-thirds
of the almost $700 million total of
exports to Japan; and Japanese
automobiles, $629 million of $1.05
billionin Japanese goods imported to
Israel (60 percent). Much of the
remainder of imports comes from
TVs and other electronics, blandly
titted "machinery" in official statistics.

Livnat and other officials expect
total bilateral trade with Japan, around
$1.7 billion in 1993, to exceed $2
billion this year. That prediction
seems borne out in fugures for the
first nine months of 1994 from the

Israel-dapan Chamber of Commerce,
which show lIsraeli exports, at $681
million, up 18 percent over the first
nine months of 1993. Imports from
Japan have dropped 18.8 percent to
$691 million - at least in part because
the strong yen has made Japanese
cars expensive. That equals a trade
gap of $10million, afigure for Western
countries to envy.

Of course, things must be kept in
proportion. The entire Middle East
represents a couple of percentage
points, and Israel is barely visible
among the columns of Japanese
trading figures: Israel's $1 billion in
imports and $776 million in 1993
exports are less than one-third of 1
percent of Japan's hundreds of billions
in trade.

Still, Israel is encouraged by a
change on its side of the balance: the
decreasing role of diamonds, which
are mined elsewhere and processed
here, and therefore have little added
value, in bilateral trade. Chemicals
($90 million in 1993, up 50 percent
over 1992) and machinery (up 35
percent, to over $70 million) increased
their share of total exports. Major
players include Dead Sea Bromine,
which has the lion's share of chemical
exports, high-tech printing technology
from Indigo and Scitex, and Iscar's
precision cutting tools.......

But while commerce is up, only a
few Japanese companies have made
directinvestmentsin Israel — notably
Taheto Chemicals (a plant near the
Dead Sea); Nikken Sohonsha (Nature
Beta health-food plant in Eilat) and
Toyo Ink (Indigo, Scitex and digital
print technology firms.......

It all comes in stages. The
Japanese want to establish imports
and exports before moving on to joint
ventures....

The Japanese have come to Israel
in increasing numbers over the last
year. This fall, there was a delegation
headed by the chairman of the
Temporin shipyard, and delegates to
a viotech conference. But, Livnat
notes, the Association of Japanese
Securities Dealers still does not
authorize investment on the Tel Aviv
Stock Exchange.

What about Japanese banks?
"First," says the Japanese source,
"there mustbe Japanese businesses."

With reporting by
Margo Lipschitz Sugarman
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EXCERPTS OF MINUTES OF
BOARD MEETING
SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

I. Treasurer's Report — The first order
of business was the treasurer's report. As
indicated, total income was approximately
the same as expenditures. The largest
outlay was to pay the Institute's share for
the printing of Mike Pollak's The Jews of
Dynastic China: A Critical Bibliography.
The suggestion was received from a
member that the treasurer's report be
distributed to the membership of the
Institute. It is required by state law under
which the Institute is registered that a
copy be made available to members upon
request, and it was decided that
information to that effect be printed in
Points East.

Il. Report on Membership — There are
at present 292 dues-paying members
inclusive of all categories, 21 associate
members, and eight libraries which receive
gratis issues of Points East. This is a
gratifying increase over last year, and in
the last four months, there were more
new membershipsissued thaninthe entire
previous year. The ten gift memberships
are to be attributed to the Hanukkah
letter. It is proposed to survey the
remaining 17 new members to ascertain
how they came to join the Institute, so that
we can better understand what we should
be doing in reaching even more potential
members. Finally, it has been suggested
by a member that we publish a directory
of the members including information
concerning theirinterests, so astofacilitate
communication and more activities in the
various localities where there are clusters
of members. In the discussion, there was
some concern expressed about invasion
of privacy. It was decided to publish a list
of names and cities, leaving out street
addresses, so that advertisers would not
belikely to pick up the listfor their purposes,
but that with a minimum of effort, anyone
interested in organizing some activity with
fellow members in any area might do so
without too much effort. At the same time,
it was also decided to give thought to
compiling a directory containing
information concerning experience and
interests, but with the individual members
retaining the option of not being included.
A form might be sent asking for topics of
interesttothe member, other Asian Jewish
interests, relevant affiliations, and
comments. Appended would be the
statement that the Institute does not
provide membership lists to other
organizations, and to say that if the
member wishes their address and
telephone number to appear, to indicate
that.



