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Join The Sino-Judaic Institute

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was founded
in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons. Its goals and purposes are as follows:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan Province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well

as in their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the projected municipal museum of
Kaifeng.

4) To promote and assist study and research in the histories of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China in the course of the past thousand and
more years.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish
experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in
supporting our endeavor. Our annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor  $1,000 Regular membership $ 50 Corporate Sponsor $ 250to$ 499

Patron $ 500 Academic $ 25 Corporate/membership $ 250

Sponsor $ 100 Senior citizens & students $§ 20 Libraries $ 50
Corporate Patron $ 500 & up

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and to receive Points East. Enclosed is my cheque
for $

PLEASE PRINT

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE #

Mail to the Sino-Judaic Institute, 2316 Blueridge Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025
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THE JUDEO-CONFUCIAN TRADITION
by David J. Fine

Introduction
In the Confucian literature we are told of the classical
way":
Yao taught it to Shun, Shun to Yu, Yu to T'ang,
and T'ang to kings Wen and Wu and the Duke of
Chou. These men tau9ht it to Confucius and
Confucius to Mencius.
In the Talmud, the main canon of Classical Rabbinic
Judaism, there is the following:
Moses received the Torah from God at Sinai. He
transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the Elders,
the Elders to the Prophets, the Prophets to the
members of the Great Assembly .

In the original Hebrew for the citation above, the word
used for "transmitted" is m'sarah, which is virtually the
same word as the noun for tradition (m'sorah). The mean-
ing of tradition is that which is transmitted through the
generations. Tradition has been transmitted through the
generations ofthe peoples of China and Israel. Few peoples
have survived as long as these two peoples (three thou-
sand years) and maintained a continuous identity. There
are many similarities between these two peoples which
can be drawn, but it is certainly the tradition which is
responsible for the survival of national identity through the
ages. An exploration of the specific nature of these two
traditions would shed light on the understanding of the

value and place of tradition in cultural and political history.3

This paper will present a brief survey of what such research
might entail.
I. Historical memory has always been of grave importance
to the Chinese and Jewish peoples. Beginning with the
oldest texts, Moses tells and retells the story of the Exodus
while Confucius dwells on the righteousness of the sage
kings and of the Chou founders, and of the evil of the later
Hsia and Shang tyrants. All of this is told for posterity, told
so that lessons could be learned from the past. The sacred
quality of retelling and remembering history is best exem-
plified in the writings of Han dynasty historian, Ssu-ma
Ch'ien. Retelling history is a sacred cause, one which is
taken very seriously throughout Chinese history. Similarly,
it is obligatory upon each and every Jewish parent. The
memory of the past connects us with the past as the liturgy
for the Passover Seder (the Jewish ritual dinner com-
memorating the exodus from Egypt) states:

In each generation, every individual should feel as

though he or she had actually been redeemed from

Mitzrayim ([i.e. Egypt]f1

(continued on page 3)

SHANGHAI SEPHARDI JEWS' EFFORTS TO

ASSIST EUROPEAN REFUGEES
by Henrietta Reifler

Because | have long felt that the Shanghai Jewish
community has been unfairly maligned concerning its ef-
forts to aid the difficult lot of European Jewish refugees
entering Shanghai, | was delighted to read in the November
1994 issue of Points East Reno Krasno's discussion of the
heroic efforts of Shanghai Ashkenazi Jews to save the
European refugees that were pouring into the city. | wish
now to round out the picture by presenting the efforts of the
Sephardi Jewish community to ameliorate their difficult
living conditions.

When the number of European refugees began to in-
crease and were too many to absorb easily, Rev. Mendel
Brown (technically not a Sephardi, but serving as minister of
the Sephardi Ohel Rachel Synagogue), who was an excel-
lentfund raiser, setabout raising much needed funds. Asum
of $310,000 Mexican dollars was raised to which Sir Victor
Sassoon contributed $150,000 Mexican dollars to set up a
revolving fund to enable new arrivals to become self suffi-
cient by setting up small businesses. ("Shanghai Jewry's
New problem: Tackling a Flood of refugees”, The Jewish
Chronicle (London), March 1939, p. 36).

In November 1938, when it became evident that the two
committees initially set up were inadequate to cope with the
increasing number of arrivals, a meeting was held in the
office of Sir Elly Kadoorie. A community wide committee,
Committee for the Assistance of European Refugees in
Shanghai (CFA), comprising leaders of all sections of Shang-
hai Jewry, took their place. Sephardi members serving on
the committee were Messrs. D.E.J. Abraham, R.D. Abraham,
E.Hayim, S.E. Levy, and Rev. M. Brown, who served as joint
hon. secretary with his Ashkenazi counterpart, Dr. Karl
Marx.

The CFA set up various subcommittees to deal with the
various problems. The subcommittee with the mostintactable
problems was the Housing and Disbursement subcommit-
tee. The Sephardi contributions in this respect were the
following:

1. E.D. Sassoon & Co. placed at the disposal of the Com-
mittee the lower floor of their Embankment Building, which
was used as a clearing house, where new arrivals were
accommodated until they had been registered and new
lodgings found.
2. The Sephardi leaders placed at the disposal of the
Committee their lovely Beth Aharon synagogue in Museum
(continued on page 6)



Page -2-

From the editor:

Everyissue ofPoints East points
to the growing number of Sino-
Judaic and Indo-Judaic organiza-
tions and publications. On the one
hand this fills me with joy since it
means that more people are inter-
ested and involved in our arena of
endeavor. On the other hand |
worry about the duplication of ef-
fort and the competition not so
much for dollars as for time. If |
were my counterpart in China, |
know | would not like to have to
correspond with the representa-
tives of a half dozen friendly for-
eign organizations.

At a Board meeting long ago, |
suggested that the Sino-Judaic
Institute change its name to re-
flect the diversity of its interests in
Jewish-Chinese, Jewish-Japa-
nese, and Jewish-Indian relations.
[ thought each category of nation-
ality should have its own "Insti-
tute" and that collectively we
should be called something more
inclusive.

While | still think this makes
sense, it must be acknowledged
that we have yielded our advan-
tage to lead. Excluding the Igud
Yotzei Sin, we may have been the
firstin this field, but now there are
many others. | think that the time
has come for a "summit meeting."
Every sort of Jewish-Asian inter-
est group should be invited to this
gathering, whose purposes would
be to coordinate activities through
a number of institutes, to publish
one or two quality publications,
and, if possible, to unite under a
single umbrella organization with
various national chapters around
the world.

“"Let a hundred flowers bloom"
— but all from the same plant.
Why crowd the garden with com-
peting plants, when all could draw
nourishment from one root sys-
tem?

What do you think?

Anson Laytner

Points East:
A Publication of the Sino-Judaic
Institute
Anson Laytner, Editor
Editorial Office: 1200 17th Avenue East,
Seattle, WA 98112
Tel & Fax: (206) 726-9791
ISSN 1063-6269
The Sino-Judaic Institute
2316 Blueridge Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025
(415) 323-1769

Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion. The opinions and views expressed by
the contributors and editor are their own and
do not necessarily express the viewpoints
and positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.
President, Prof. Albert E. Dien; 1st Vice-
President, Rabbi Joshua Stampfer; 2nd
Vice-President, Michael Pollak; Editor,
Rabbi Anson Laytner; Public Affairs, Rena
Krasno; Treasurer, Norman Fishman;Board
of Directors, Arthur H. Rosen, Chair, Wendy
Abraham Ed.D., Rabbi Arnold Belzer, Marshall
Denenberg, Leo Gabow, M.D., Phyllis Horal,
Frederic Kaplan, Ronald L. Kaye, M.D., Prof.
Donald D. Leslie, Dennis Leventhal, Kenneth
Lubowich, Prof. Andrew Plaks, Harriet
Rosenson, Vera Schwarcz, Prof. Louis
Schwartz, Nigel Thomas, Rabbi Marvin
Tokayer, Wu Yuan-li; Counsel, Robert
Grodsky

IN THE FIELD

e XU XIN IN CINCINN. (and Chicago)
SJI member Xu Xin, professor at
Nanjing University and also presi-
dent of the China Judaic Studies As-
sociation, currently in the United
States for a year of study at the He-
brew Union College in Cincinnati,
visited the Chicago area last Pass-
over to give three lectures on Jewish
diasporas in China and on intercul-
tural communication.

e LAURA MARGOLIS HONORED
This past March, Brandeis Univer-
sity presented a special award to
Laura Margolis, a long-time Ameri-
can Jewish Joint Distribution Com-
mittee professional. She was recog-
nized for distinguished professional
service for herrole in assisting Jews
toescapethe Nazisinthelate 1930's
in Shanghai.

¢ [SRAELI WRITERS VISIT CHINA
Headed by A.B. Yehoshua, an Is-
raeli Writers' Delegation visited
Chinafrom Aug. 26 to Sept. 3, 1994,

at the invitation of the Chinese Writ-
ers' Association. During their visit they
met with the vice-minister of culture,
participated in the 5th Beijing Interna-

tional Book Fair and attended a He-,—

brew Literature Seminar. Chines
translations of _Three Days and a
Child by A.B. Yehoshua and Apples
from the Desert by S. Liebrecht were
among the books exhibited.
CHINESE JUDGES VISIT ISRAEL
A delegation of judges from China
visited Israel from Dec. 25 to Dec. 29,
1994, on the initiative of the Israel-
China Friendship Society and at the
invitation of the Israeli College for
Advanced Judicial Studies. The del-
egation of four was headed by the
Chief Judge of China, Mr. Sun
Bosheng of Beijing. A group of su-
preme and District Court judges from
Israelis to go to China on a return visit
in September 1995.

ISRAEL PHILHARMONIC I[N
BEIJING

According to the China Daily, the IPO
debuted in China on Nov. 23, 1994
"with unyielding fortitude before 9,000
fansinthe Great Hall of the People (in
Beijing). "The concert was directed
under the baton of world-famous con-
ductor Zubin Mehta in co-operation
with renowned violinist Itzhak;
Perlman." \
HOLOCAUST SEMINAR IN TOKYO
Trying to bridge the cultural gap be-
tween Japanese and Jews, a leading
Tokyo publishing house andthe Simon
Wiesenthal Center held a three-day
Holocaustseminarin Tokyolast June.
The session was organized by the
Bungei Shunju publishers to help
counteract the effect of the publica-
tion of a Holocaust-denial article by
one of its magazines. (No information
was provided as to who or how many
attended. —ED.)

CHINESE ACADEMY OF SOCIAL
SCIENCES DELEGATION VISITS
ISRAEL

A delegation of members of the Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sciences,
headed by Prof. Xu Xin, Vice Presi-
dent of the Academy were the guests
of Tel Aviv University President Prof.
Yoram Dinstein. The visit took place
to reciprocate the visit made to the
Academy by the TAU Howard Gilman
International Workshop in China a
year ago. The Chinese delegates met
with academic staff members, at-|
tended the Porter Super-Center In-
ternational Conference on"The Peace
Process and the Environment" and
toured the country.

e Publication in the CJES news-
letter off notices to search for fellow
former residents of Shanghai;

e Offering opportunities to make
oral-history interviews; and

¢ Recommending suitable insti-
tutions to which Shanghai-related
material may be donated.

3. Servicestoresearchers They
are planned to include at least the
following:

* Anannotated masterlistof oral-
history interviews (audio taped and
video taped) that have been done with
former Shanghai residents;

e A collection of brief overviews,
prepared by scholars using various
archives, of the materials related to
the Jews of Shanghai that they found
in a given archive;

e Publication in the CJES news-
letter of requests forinformation about
documents, individuals, and for assis-
tance on specific projects; and

° Help by CJES, on request, in
gaining access to collections of rel-
evant documents.

4. Relations with museums Muse-
ums with collections related to the
Shanghai refuge are being contacted
and asked to exchange information
about these holdings. They will be
offered the cooperation of CJES in
preparing exhibitions and publications
on this subject.

5. Relationswitharchives Archives
are being contacted to learn about
their holdings related to the Shanghai
refuge, to explore the directions in
which they intend to expand their col-
lections, and to offer assistance by
CJES, where appropriate, intheirwork.
6. Relations with Chinese agencies
Discussions with agencies of China's
national government and the Shang-
hai municipal government have be-
gun to explore such issues as the
preservation of buildings connected
with the Shanghai refuge, the restora-
tion of Jewish cemeteries, and the
development of markers and guide
materials to the sites of the refuge.
Officers The current officers, each a
formerrefugee in Shanghai, are Ernest
G. Heppner, president; Joan R.
Deman; Kurt Jacoby; Walter H.
Silberstein; and Ralph B. Hirsch, ex-
ecutive director.

Advisory Committee of Scholars
Adistinguished group of leading inter-

national scholars in the fields of his-
tory, Judaica, Chinese studies, and
information science has been as-
sembled to provide guidance to the
Council.

Membership and funding All
former Jewish refugee residents of
Shanghai are automatically members
of CJES, without membership fee.
For other individuals, and for institu-
tions, a structure of modest fees will
be announced in 1995. Financial con-
tributions toward the work of CJES
are welcome; they may be sent to the
address below.

You are invited to participate!
Individuals and institutions are invited
to get in touch with CJES at this
address: Ralph B. Hirsch, Council on
the Jewish Experience in Shanghai,
3500 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA
19104-4925, USA. Fax:
1.215.386.1270. An E-mail address is
expected to be available in 1995.

CALL FOR PAPERS
INDO-JUDAIC STUDIES

...an annual academic journal pub-
lished by the Society for Indo-Ju-
daic Studies dedicated to analyz-
ing the affinities and interactions
between Indic and Judaic civiliza-
tions from ancient through con-
temporary times.

Each issue will feature:

1. Newscholarlyresearchintosuch
areas as: comparative studies of
Judaisms and the religious of India,
with attention to implications for the
field of religious studies; historical stud-
ies of the cultural and commercial
links between India and Israel; social
scientific studies of Jewish communi-
tiesinIndiaand Indian communitiesin
Israel; comparative Diaspora studies
of Jewish and Indian communities,
especially in North America; literature
studies, including analyses of images
of India in Jewish writing and images
of Jews and Judaism in Indian writing;
political science studies of diplomacy
between India and Israel; approaches
to secularismvs. traditionalismin con-
temporary Indian and Israeli politics;
etc. (3 or 4 articles per issue).
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2. Republication of pioneering Indo-
Judaica, classical studies in the field
which are not readily accessible, such
as Kunst's study of comparative logic,
or Mandelbaum's ethnographies of
Cochin's Jews. (one per issue).

3. Translations of primary docu-
ments such as the Urdu hagiography
of Said Sarmad, or Hebrew travelers'
accounts by Reinman, Saphir and
Hillel, or Pierre Loti's French descrip-
tions of Cochin's Jew Town, or such
“philo-Semitic" writings as Jamyang
Norbu's TibetanHistory of Israel. (one
per issue)

4. Translations of modern schol-
arship in Hebrew, Yiddish, Hindi, etc.
(one per issue)

5. Interreligious / inter-ethnic dia-
logues, including theoretical aspects
of dialogue as well as "dialogical state-
ments."

6. Book reviews.

7. News and notes.

editors:
Nathan Katz
Professor & Chair
Department of Religious Studies
Florida International Univ.,
DM301A
Miami, FL 33199

Braj Mohan Sinha

Professor & Head

Department of Religious Studies
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Canada S7N OWO

book review editor:
Hananya Goodman
345 Harvard Street, #3C
Cambridge, MA 02138

The SJI has provided funds
to assistin covering the pub-
lication costs of atranslation
into Chinese of Chaim
Herzog's Heroes of Israel by
professor Fan Yuchun. We
thank member Marvin Jo-
sephson for his contribution
of a significant portion of the
funds provided.




