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and the early Jewish settlers in central
China.

Moreover, acommon bond was cre-
ated by suffering during the war. The
Chinese who were resisting Japan with
great endurance shared a strong sym-
pathy for the Jews who were deprived
of their homes by Germany.

| told my audience of the Jews in
Shanghai, who were deeply involved in
the Chinese resistance, such as Dr.
Jakob Rosenfeld and Hans Shippe.
Some of them even gave their lives.
Chinese people should remember
them, too.

Mann also joined the Chinese
people's cause and stayed in China until
1966. "Had itnotbeen for Mao's Cultural
Revolution [which came into full swingin
1966]," he said. "l would have always
lived in China, | loved it.". ..

Some of the Shanghai Jews brought
their children for a lesson in history.
These included six brothers and sisters
who had been brought up in the city ...

Austrian officials said the confer-
ence had two aims — to promote bilat-
eral relations with China and to edu-
cate the younger generation about Nazi
atrocities. History mustbe remembered
sothatits tragedies will not recur. Inthe
conference room, | saw tears in young
listeners' eyes.

Gerd Kaminski, professor of
Sinology and chairman of the Austria-
China Friendship Association, was one
of the reporters. He believed the meet-
ing had achieved both its goals and
proposed to hold an exhibition of Dr.
Rosenfeld's life in Shanghai next year
to mark the 25th anniversary of the two
countries' establishment of diplomatic
ties.

On June 1, three days after the
conference ended, the Austrian parlia-
mentset up a 500 million schilling (about
US$50 million) foundation to compen-
sate war victims, mostly Jewish.

My friends from the conference ap-
plauded this news. "Finally," they said.
"Austria is ready to do what Germany
has been doing for 40 years." | felt
happy for them. Yet | could not help
noting that Japan still does not want
even to think of doing anything similar.
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SHANGHAI: THE PERSISTENCE
OF INTEREST

[Editor's note: W. Michael Blumenthal, Secretary of the Trea-
sury under President Carter and former refugee in Shanghai
during WWII, was invited to participate in the May 1995 Salzburg
Conference. Due to prior commitments he was unable to attend
but sent in a paper extracts of which we are now publishing, with
his permission.

The news of the Salzburg meetings and the fact that

_they are taking place at all, is in itself cause for reflection.

It raised - in my mind, at least - a question which | have
asked myself on numerous occasions in recent times. To
wit, what is the explanation for the astonishing rise in
interest in the Shanghai story? Why is it not slipping from
our memories, particularly now that most of us are aging
and many have already disappeared? What is it that seems
to hold, or to have revived, the fascination of historians and
others in what was, after all, a decidedly small side-show of
the holocaust years, a relatively benign accident of history
played out in the Far East, which allowed some 17 or 18
thousand Jewish refugees from Hitler's horrors to survive?

| say "astonishing," because the renaissance of interest
in the Shanghai refugee community is really quite extraor-
dinary. The first reunion of Shanghai survivors, to the best
of my recollection, did not occur till 1979 in Oakland,
California, and at that point only one or maybe two books
on the subject had appeared. Since then, over the last ten
years, there have been several more reunions, half adozen
books have been written or are in preparation, groups of ex-
Shanghai refugees have been organized, television pro-
grams have been prepared, amuseum has risenin Hongkew
itself, and much more. So the question of why all this
interest and attention at this time is, it seems to me
appropriate . . .

For scholars - almost exclusively those who were not
themselves firsthand participants in our Hongkew lives, but
who are now the ex post facto observers and interpreters
-itis perhaps, above all, aninteresting and important story
to research and retell because it is so odd and improbable
atale. Interesting, because of its peculiar setting; important
because it involved a mixed and motley group of holocaust
survivors . . . in an obscure corner of the world. In this
context, it is also a relevant footnote to Jewish and holo-
caust history, a very small part of it, not a chapter but at
most a page in the sad, awful book of horrors - the death
and destruction of millions of Jews at mid-century. For
those interested in religious history, there is, of course,

(continued on page 3)

REPORT ON A VISIT TO CHINA
by Albert E. Dien

I spent much of October and November, 1995, in China,
during which time | had opportunities to gather information
which may be of interest to members of the Sino-Judaic
Institute.

KAIFENG Oct. 17-18

While | was in Kaifeng as leader of a tour group, | met with
old friends Liu Wenqing, formerly manager of the Dongjing
Hotel, and now general manager of the Kaifeng branch of
the China International Travel Service, and Zhang Tibin, of
the Foreign Affairs Office of the Kaifeng Municipal Govern-
ment. They were joined by Liang Ping'an, Vice General
Manager of the Kaifeng branch of the CITS. There was an
elaborate lunch which included deep fried scorpions! An
evening session included Zhang Xingwang, a young de-
scendant of the Kaifeng Jews who is growing a full beard (at
the suggestion of a rabbi, perhaps of Rabbi Tokayer?).
Wang Yisha, the Kaifeng scholar, who was supposed to
come, did not appear. | met him for a moment the next day
when he appeared at the hotel just as we were to leave for
the train station. The topic of the evening session was that
the city government had approved the building of a facsimile
of the synagogue on the original site, which meant that the
present-day hospital would be moved to another location.
All of this would involve raising some $2,000,000. There was
some urgency in this because Wang Yisha, the moving
force in obtaining the permission, was elderly and might not
live too much longer and, secondly, the city government
could be depended upon to withdraw its permission at any
time — this was a window of opportunity. My suggestion to
the group was that it would be difficult to raise money for
such a building if it had no connection with the community of
Jewish descendants, that at the least, it might constitute a
community center of some sort, carefully not serving any
religious purpose. Their response was that this was impos-
sible.

During this
stay in Kaifeng Table of Contents:
our group visited In the field p. 2
the Kaifeng Mu- "Peitaho" Remembered p. 6
seum. On enter- Leo Gabow p. 10
ingthe museum, | Book Nook p. 11
presented Shao | gygihara and the
Boqi, the present Golstov p. 13
director, with a

(continued on page 4)
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From the editor:

This issue marks the beginning of
volume ten of Points East. That's ten
years worth of material on Jewish con-
nections with the "Far East". Who
would have thought we would have
had so much to say on the subject?
And still we continue to find new topics
about which to write.

Over the years, what began as an
American Jewish interest has broad-
ened with the involvement of inter-
ested individuals around the world.
We have witnessed a flowering of in-
terest in Judaica of all sorts among
Chinese scholars, a growing sophisti-
cation in expression and a burgeoning
of contacts. All in all it has been a
wondrous thing to behold.

With our tenth volume, new directions
are underway with Points East. At the
recent Sino-Judaic Institute Board meet-
ing, we agreed on the following:

1. That each issue would have a
“table of contents" highlighting major
articles or sections.

2. That each issue would request
written material from readers by in-
forming you of the deadline forthe next
issue.

3. That an index for all ten volumes
be created and offered for sale.
and best of all,

4. That Wendy Abraham will share
the burden of editing this newsletter.

In the course of the coming year we
hope that some of you will focus on
retrospective pieces which chart de-
velopments in Sino-Judaic, Indo-Ju-
daic, and Nippo-Judaic relationships
as part of our tenth anniversary cel-
ebrations.

Anson Laytner
[Send us your articles, letters, re-
views, etc. The next deadline is May
31st, 1996.]
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"ISRAEL TODAY" PHOTO
EXHIBITION IN SHANGHAI

by Deng Xinyu

"Israel Today" photo exhibition was held
from December 20-24, 1995 in Zhu Qizhan
Art Gallery in Shanghai. It was the first
photo exhibition about contemporary Israel
in Shanghai and was jointly sponsored by
the Israeli Consulate General at Shanghai
and the Center of Jewish Studies Shanghai
(CJSS). More than 200distinguished guests
including vice mayor of Shanghai joined in
the opening ceremony. Mr. Moshe Ram,
Israeli Consul General, Dr. Zhang Zhongli,
President of Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences and Prof. Pan Guang, Dean of
CJSS, made speeches on the significance
of this artistic activity. Many academic re-
searchers, professors, editors, journalists,
reporters from TV and radio stations, pho-
tographers, artists, writers, students and
diplomatic personnel from consulates vis-
ited the exhibition.

The exhibition contains 85 photos alto-
gether, showing various scenes of israel:
her people, landscape, social life, customs
and so on.

IN THE FIELD
®* TORAH SCROLLS OF THE

CHINESE JEWS TO BE

REPUBLISHED

Bridwell Library, Perkins School of
Theology, Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, will issue an enlarged and
updated edition of Pollak's book,
The Torah Scrolls of the Chinese
Jews, which it published originally
in 1975 and is now out of print. This
new edition will, however, not ap-
pear as a printed book, but rather in
digital form on the Internet, and will
be available without charge to any-
one who wants to download it.

Bridwellis also planning to photo-
graphtheentire Kaifeng Torah scroll
it owns, and Michael Pollak is to
write marginal notes pointing out
and explaining the significance of
many of the variant readings the
Torahcontains. (These variantread-
ings consist entirely of misspellings
and/or unconventional soferic sty-
listic arrangements of the text, but
the wording is absolutely the same
asthatusedin Torah scrollsthrough-
out the world.)

No decision has yet been made
as to whether Bridwell will add the
digital facsimiles of the Torah skins (
to the revised edition of the book as
an appendix or issue these facsimi-
les as a separate book, again over
the Internet. Michael Pollak willkeep
us posted.

e FROM SWEDEN TO KAIFENG
Hakan Danielsson writes that he
and "our man in Sweden", Theodor
Katz, are planning to lead a trip to
Chinainlate October 1996 for Jews
from Nordic countries. The itinerary
includes Beijing, Kaifeng, Shanghai
and Hong Kong. For more informa-
tion, contact Hakan Danielsson,
Hammarkroken 154, S-424 36 An-
gered, Sweden, fax (46) 31304247
or e-mail to haakan@algonet.se

A TASTE OF CHINESE KOSHER
IN LONDON

If you happen to be in London,
England and the desire for a taste of
Chinese Kosher hits you, be sure to
check out Norman Han's Kaifeng
Kosher Oriental Restaurant, 51
Church Road, Hendon, London
NW4 4DU; tel: 0181 203 7888; fax:
0181 203 8263. (

e MEANWHILE IN LAS VEGAS
Old China Hands are planning their
1996 Reunion (their fourth) for Sep-
tember4-8,1996 atthe MGM Grand

Lydia Fruchs, who arrived earlier,
stayed in Japan longer, working with
the refugee committee to process the
applications. While there she im-
mersed herself in the culture, travel-
ing and learning to live on sushi. It
was an interlude she still remembers
fondly.

But it was a short-lived idyll. Ja-
pan, too, was preparing for war and
anxious to have the refugees leave.

In September 1941, under pres-
sure from the Germans, the Japa-
nese ordered the closing of the Polish
Embassy there. The refugees who
had been unable to get a visa were
ordered to go to Shanghai, where
most of them spent the remainder of
the war.

Through connections at the em-
bassy, Lydia Golston was able to get
avisato Canada. In October she, too,
left for Canada. It was the last ship to
leave Japan before the outbreak of
war in the Pacific.

The ship arrived in Vancouver on
Nov. 1, 1941, a month and six days
before the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor.

An obligation to help people

Hiroki Sugihara never asked his
father about the war. Once, during an
interview, his father was asked why it
was that he helped the Jews, and he
simply said: The people needed help.

"He had a feeling that helping
people was one of his obligations,"
Sugihara said. "He said we couldn't
leave those people there, and after
we left he felt that we could have
saved more. He knew quite well what
would happen to the Jews. He was
using a lot of underground informa-
tion from the Polish, and he knew
what they were facing."

Sugihara is 59 now, and lives part
of the year in San Francisco and the
restin Tokyo. Like his father, he settled
into an importing career.

"I think the family is very proud
now of what he did," Hiroki Sugihara
said in atelephone interview recently.
"l think it's the right thing, although it
was very hard. I'm close to his age
now, and | understand how hard it
must have been. He had to think
about the family, the future, his ca-
reer. It must have been a big sacrifice.
But | think he did the right thing."

Sugihara has now put his work on
hold to focus on two traveling exhibits

about his father. The first exhibit
opened in January at the Museum of
Tolerance in Los Angeles and is cur-
rently in Seattle. A smaller exhibit has
been shown in other cities. He has
self-published a book about his fa-
ther, andthere is also the possibility of
a documentary and a feature film.

"People didn't know too much
about this story," he said. "In the way
of the Japanese mind and spirit, you
don't go out and brag about your
family. You have to stay humble."

But intense interest has left it for
Sugihara to tell his father's story. The
curiosity has been fueled in part by
"Schindler's List," the book and film
about the man credited with saving
the most number of Jews from the
Holocaust. Sugihara, who is believed
to have saved from 6,000 to 10,000
people, is second only to him.

Around the world, according to
some estimates, the Sugihara survi-
vors, their children and grandchildren
are believed to number about 40,000.
Together in Vancouver

It was in Vancouver, as part of the
community of Polish Jews displaced
by the war, that Lydia and Stefan
Golston met, fell in love, and were
married in December 1943.

Afterthe warthey gradually learned
the fate of family members who were
left behind. All of Stefan's family, ex-
cept for a brother, perished. His teen-
age son, Karol, was forced to dig his
own grave. His mother was shot by
the Germans and her body left on the
pavement. His younger brother was
blown up in a building dynamited by
the Nazis during the Warsaw Ghetto
uprising.

Lydia Golston said herparents were
blackmailed and then betrayed to the
Germans; her mother took poison and
died. Her father was sent to Auschwitz,
where she assumed he died.

After his arrival Stefan Golston was
hired by Boeing, which then had op-
erations in Canada, and in 1959 the
couple moved to the Seattle area.

About a year ago, Lydia Golston
stumbled on a late-night television
segment about a Japanese man who
had saved thousands of Jews during
the war. Golston listened intently. The
more she heard, the more the story
began to intersect with places and
periods of her own past.

The story, she soon realized, was
their own. It was only then that she
learned the name of her benefactor.
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ANOTHER VIEW ON

"FLIGHT TO SHANGHAI"

by Pan Guang
excerpted from Window,
11 Aug. 1995

A conference — called Flight to
Shanghai — was held last May in
Salzburg during the commemoration
of the end of the war in Europe. Victory
over Japan took place in August 1945,
and is not officially marked in Asia until
this month.

It was hard not to notice that in
Europe, except atthe conference, there
was little mention of China's sufferings
in the war. Half a century has gone by,
and many of the younger generation in
Europe have no idea China was one of
the victorious allies.

This made our meeting all the more
significant. From 193310 1941, Shang-
hai accommodated many Jewish refu-
gees, most of them from Germany,
Austria and elsewhere in central Eu-
rope. "Oskar Schindler saved 1,000
Jews. Shanghai saved 30,000," noted
Wilhelm Mann, now a Berliner, who
came to Shanghai in 1939.

The conference was unquestion-
ably an historical phenomenon. Orga-
nizers of the meeting, originally planned
for 50 people, received about 200 ap-
plications. There were 14 reporters from
seven countries: Austria, the U.S., Is-
rael, China, Germany, France and Brit-
ain. | was the only Chinese present,
and presented my report, Central Eu-
ropean Jewish Communities in Wartorn
Shanghai.

Unlike the other VE Day commemo-
ration activities, which atbest only lightly
touched upon resistance in the war's
eastern theatre, our meeting's focus
was on the humanitarian and moral
role played by the Chinese people in
accepting displaced European Jews.

Each speaker noted that as most
European states (including Switzerland)
refused to grant entry to Jewish refu-
gees, Shanghai became one of their
main destinations. This was partly be-
cause Shanghaiwasthe only large city
inthe world which did notrequire a visa.
Butitwas also because China hadnever
been an antisemitic society, as shown
by the bond between the Chinese




