24

Points East

P - kR

JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE
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was founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypesons.
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“THE BIBLE IN MODERN
CHINA”
SJI Helps Fund Workshop in Israel

Funds donated by the Sino-Judaic Institute
helped made possible a workshop in Israel, held
this past June at The Hebrew University, en-
titled “The Bible in Modern China: The Liter-
ary and Intellectual Impact.” A report on the
success of the workshop follows:

The workshop on “The Bible in Modern China:
The Literary and Intellectual Impact™ took place
as scheduled June 23-28, 1996. It was
attended by twenty participants from

A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

The papers were of outstandingly high qual-
ity with participants presenting in nearly all
cases original research in areas that until now
remain largely unexplored. The organizers
of the workshop are fully convinced that be-
cause of the subject matter and the content of
the papers they deserve to be made available
to a wider audience. Contacts are therefore
being initiated with publishers who might be
interested in putting out a conference volume.
The success of this conference has further-
more led to the proposal to plan a future meet-
ing along similar themes, and efforts are al-

LIVING CONDITIONS IN
WARTIME JAPAN

by Ludwig E. Frank

The following is part of a report by Ludwig
E. Frank, on his wartime experiences in Ja-
pan. Ludwig Frank is the younger son of Dr.
Louis Hugo Frank, a German Jew who
founded the Department of Chemical Related
Sciences in Yamanashi Technical College (Ja-
pan) in 1926. In 1936, in recognition of his
devoted services, Dr. Frank was awarded

eight countries. Altogether twenty-one
papers were presented, as Irene Eber
also read a brief paper on the reception
of the Bible in nineteenth century China

WHERE YOUR DONATIONS TO SJI HAVE

GONE THIS YEAR ...
SJI Donates Books to Chinese Scholar

Japan’s 5th Order of the Sacred
Treasure. On August 8, 1986, a
monument in his honor was un-
veiled in Yamanashi University.

(not listed on the program).

Since the majority of the papers were
submitted beforehand, paper present-
ers were allowed 20 minutes for sum-
maries, making it possible to discuss
each paper for 40-50 minutes. With-
out exception, in discussing the pa-
pers a host of issues was raised, such

The first SJI donation of the Norman Fishman Books for China
project went to Prof. Pu Rongjian of the Dept. Of Manage-
ment Science at the University of Science and Technology of
China located in Hefei, Anhui Province. Prof. Pu has been
studying the Bible on his own and requested books through
which he could teach himself Biblical Hebrew.

SJI was delighted to donate a Beginning Biblical Hebrew text-
book as well as texts and cassettes for studying Modern He-
brew. We look forward to being able to fulfill similar re-

In this remembrance, written
shortly after the war, Ludwig E.
Frank describes some of the disas-
ters that befell his family in Japan
during World War I1, and the false
charges of espionage against his
older brother Hugo which led to his
torture and death. The entire story

as the numbers of Bibles printed in

quests from other scholars in China.

has yet to be told.

China today, the quality of transla-
tions, poetic imagination and the Bible, the
beginning of Chinese theology, and the like.
The invited chairs of sessions with expertise
in religion in other parts of the world (Africa,
Japan, Indonesia, Western Christianity) made
useful contributions to the discussions. The
sessions were also well attended by members
of various Hebrew University departments
and by graduate students of the department
of East Asian Studies who saw to the comfort
of the visitors in small and large ways.

All the participants from abroad were housed in
the Beit Maiersdorf Faculty Club, thus provid-
ing continued opportunities for exchanges of
views when not in session. The harmonious
relationships among participants were further
cemented during a half-day excursion to
Jerusalem’s churches and archaeological exca-
vations, a festive dinner at a Jerusalem restau-
rant, and a brief visit to Yad Vashem, the me-
morial to Jews who perished during the Holo-
caust.

ready underway to organize a conference in
Taiwan four years hence.

In sum, it is the consensus of the organizers
that this was not only a successful, but also
important conference by raising new issues
in reference to Chinese Christianity and,
above all, by attempting to determine the role
of the biblical text in its transcultural context.

Your generous grant helped make possible the
workshop. All participants expressed their
deep appreciation and we, once more, want
to add our thanks. A large part of the funds
available to us was spent on air fares for those
participants who were unable to raise the re-
quired funds from their universities and other
sources. Another part was required for ac-
commodations, meals, and private bus trans-
portation (in consideration of the participants’
safety).

Prof. Irene Eber
Prof. Sze-Kar Wan

Prof. Knut Walf

On October 12, 1989, a letter of apology was
sent to the surviving Frank family by
“Kenyukai” (Association of Former Members
of the Japanese Military Police) for the mis-
treatment and death of Hugo Frank. The
Frank family has in its possession important
documentation on the influence of Nazis on
the lives of Jews in Japan and China during
World War II. We are now studying these
unpublished papers and hope to prepare a
series of articles for our readers.

Rena Krasno
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This is a true account of the state of affairs, as
lived through and experienced by a foreign
family who lived in Japan throughout the war.

In the Autumn of 1943, the Police in

Yokohama told all foreigners living in cer-
tain districts that they must be evacuated to

(continued on page 4)
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ing the opportunity of their children’s an-
niversary vacation gift to London to in-
spect old Asian Torah scrolls held by the
British Library, in order to ascertain
whether they display ornamental scribal
markings of a certain kind. “There is rea-
son to believe, I feel, that the Kaifeng
Jews originally came from a country in
which such markings were not used by
Torah scribes. I should like to point this
out in the forthcoming revised edition of
my 1975 book on the Chinese Torah
scrolls.”

The Sino-Judaic Institute eagerly awaits
word as to the results of his search.
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Points East
Anson Laytner, Editor
¢
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Managing Editor

Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic Institute,
a tax-exempt, non-profit organization. The opinions
and views expressed by the contributors and editor
are their own and do not necessarily express the
viewpoints and positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.

Letters to the Editor and Articles for Points East may
be sent to:

Wendy Abraham

c/o Asian Languages Dept.

Stanford University

Stanford, CA 94305

e-mail: wabraham@leland.stanford.edu

All other correspondence should be sent to:
Rena Krasno, Public Affairs
255 S. Rengstorff, #106
Mountain View, CA 94040

Points East is published three
times a year, in March, July
and November.
Deadlines for submitting
material to be included in these
issues are January 31st,
May 31st and September 30th.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
AVAILABLE

SJI members interested in receiving a copy
of the annual financial report should send
a self-addressed envelope to: Shelton
Ehrlich, Protem Treasurer of the Sino-
Judaic Institute, 755 Northampton, Palo
Alto, CA 94303.
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SJI SPEAKERS AVAILABLE

Planning a fundraising event? Organizing
a meeting or celebration? If your Jewish
educational, religious or cultural group has
a need for a speaker on a truly unique
subject, contact the Sino-Judaic Institue.
Possible lecture topics include:

e The Chinese Jews of Kaifeng

e The Jews of Shanghai

« Jewish Life in Harbin and Tianjin
 Sino-Israeli Relations

A portion of the proceeds will be donated
to the Sino-Judaic Institute.

For more information, contact SJI
President, Prof. Al Dien, at: (415) 323-
1769, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park,
CA 94025.

e-mail: aldien@leland.stanford.edu.

THE NORMAN FISHMAN
MEMORIAL FUND

The Sino-Judaic Institute has established a
fund in honor of its late Treasurer, Norman
Fishman, for the purpose of donating Judaica
books to individual Chinese scholars and
academic institutions in China in his name.

Anyone wishing to donate to this fund may
send a check made out to “The Norman
Fishman Memorial Fund,” and mail it to:
Shelton Ehrlich, Protem Treasurer of the
Sino-Judaic Institute, 755 Northampton, Palo
Alto, California 94303.
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Tel Aviv University Delegation
Attends International
Conference of Judaic Studies

An Israeli delegation from Tel Aviv Uni-
versity attended the International Confer-
ence of Judaic Studies from October 4-20,
1996. They toured Beijing, Tianjin, Harbin,
Nanjing, Kaifeng and Shanghai, and partici-
pated in Prof. Xu Xin’s conference at
Nanjing University.

The conference included panels on The Bible
and Exegesis, the Evolution of Judaism, Jews
in the Diaspora, Jewish Literature and Its Im-
pact, and Jews and the State of Israel. An
exhibit on the American Jewish Community
was also held at the University.

While in Beijing the group met with Prof. Ru
Xin, Vice President of CASS, and visited the
Institute of West Asian and African Studies
of CASS, Qing Hua University and Peking
University. They also met with Mr. Wei Yu,
Vice Minister of the State Educational Com-
mission and visited the College of Foreign
Affairs, as well as People’s University and
the University of Political Science and Law.

While in Tianjin they visited Nankai Univer-
sity, and then went on to Harbin Normal Uni-
versity and Heilongjiang Academy of Social
Sciences, both in Harbin. They also met with
scholars from the Shanghai Judaic Studies
Association and visited historical sites of the
Shanghai Jewish community. In Kaifeng they
visited the Kaifeng Museum and historical
sites related to the Kaifeng Jewish commu-
nity, and were also able to meet with some of
the Jewish descendants.

LOOKING FOR ...
JACOB BURGLES

Jacob Burgles was a German banker and in-
dustrialist who wrote a long, detailed letter in
English in fine handwriting on stationery from
the Cathay Hotel in Shanghai dated June 6,
1939, about a plan to relocate Jewish refu-
gees. Did anyone know him or where he went
after the plan feel through because Shanghai
fell to Japan?

Diane and Michael Rabinowitz
P.O. Box 564

Woods Hole, MA 02543
mrabinow@mbl.edu
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Igud Yotzei Sin in Israel

Proposals presented at the reunion of former
members of the Sephardi Jewish community
in Shanghai on June 11, 1996:

1. To set up a Research Fund to locate and
interview former members of the Sephardi
Community in Shanghai and the Far East, and
to collect biographical and historical material.

2. To revive the former Israel’s Messenger
under the title of The New Israel’s Messen-
ger in which articles about the former
Sephardi communities in the Far East can be
published.

3. To organize an International Reunion in
Israel in 1998 at the Diaspora Museum in Tel
Aviv, and to hold an exhibition of photo-
graphs, documents and family histories.

4. To plant a Memorial Forest in Israel in
memory of the late benefactor, Sir Horace
Kadoorie.

Anyone wishing to participate in any of the
above projects may contact Igud Yotzei Sin
at: P.O. Box 1601, Tel Aviv, Israel.

PRC 210008.

overseas mailing.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

Michael Pollak. Mandarins, Jews and Missionaries. Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of America, 1980. $7.50.

Michael Pollak, comp. The Jews of Dynastic China: A Critical Bibliography. Hebrew Union College Press, in association with The
Sino-Judaic Institute. (A continuation of the Loewenthal bibliographies) $24.95, members $20. With the item below, 2 vols., $30.

Michael Pollak, ed. The Sino-Judaic Bibliographies of Rudolf Loewenthal. Hebrew Union College Press, inm association with the
Sino-Judaic Institute, 1988. 208 pp. $20, members $16.

Sino-Judaica: Occasional Papers of the Sino-Judaic Institute. Vol. 1 (1991) $15, members $9. Vol. 2 (1995) $20, members $15.

Frank J. Shulman, comp. Directory of Individuals Interested in the Jews and the Jewish Communities of East, Southeast and South
Asia. Carrollton, Georgia, 1993. $10, $15 foreign (including postage).

Points East: A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute. Published three times a year. Back issues, $5 each, $15/year.
Wang Yisha. Zhongguo Youtai Chungqiu (Annals of the Chinese Jews), in Chinese. Hardcover, $5, soft cover $2.

Xu Xin et al., comp. Encyclopedia Judaica (Chinese version). SJI does not carry this. Please contact Prof. Xu Xin directly, c/o
English Dept., Nanjing University, 22 Hankou Road, Nanjing, PRC 210008. NOTE: SJI does not carry the Encyclopedia Judaica in
Chinese. Requests for this should be made directly to: Prof. Xu Xin, c/o English Dept., Nanjing University, 22 Hankou Rd., Nanjing,

The Chinese Jews of Kaifeng, slide set with cassette. (30 minutes) $75, members $60.

Please note: For each item, unless otherwise stated, there is a charge of $2 for postage and handling, domestic, and $5 for
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