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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor ........ccoovvveeiviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee, $1,000
FPArON e 500
Corporate Patron .......cccceeevvveeceecinneeeeeeennnn. 500
Corporate SPoNSOor........ceeeeeeeeeeccinnnnns 250 to 499
Corporate Member .........ccccoevveeeennenn. 250 to 499
ESPONSON <.ttt 100
Regular Member ..........cocovveviiieiiiiciiccieee 50
LTBFATTES s uisiss 5259555 68 smsmnmnmmsnmnnmanssassamsmmmemasassamen 50
ACAAEMIC .evieiiieiiiciiecieecee e 30
Senior CitiZeNS .....eeveeviieeeeeiiiiieeeeeeccieeee e 25
StUAENTS .ot 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
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Address:
Home Phone: "Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
By Albert E. Dien

It has been suggested that as President of
the Sino-Judaic Institute, | periodically
write a short note on what the Institute has
been doing and what its plans for the fu-
ture are. Inevitably, some of what | say will
be repeated in other reports included in
this issue of Points East. | would hope, too,
that my remarks will elicit comments from
the members and help guide us in our ac-
tivities.

A meeting of the Board of the Institute was
held on December 26, 1996 in Menlo
Park, and as is our recently initiated prac-
tice, any member who wishes a copy of
the treasurer’s report may write to me to
request one. In general, our new Treasurer,
Shelton Erhlich, reported that we now
show a balance of over $26,000, a gain of
some $6,000 over last year. However, the
membership total has dropped a bit, and
we need to increase our efforts to enroll
new members. The directory of members,
long in the works, has now been typed up
and edited, and is about to be printed.
Hopefully, you may expect a copy in the
mail before too long.

You will have seen since the two issues
before this that Points East has a new edi-
tor. Wendy Abraham has taken over this
heavy responsibility, while Anson Laytner,
the former editor, will now assume the
position of publisher, and so Points East
will still be printed and distributed from
Seattle, where Anson lives.

As editor of our journal, Sino-Judaica, |
am gathering material for the third volume,
which will appear sometime this year. It
was with some foresight that the journal
has the sub-title, “An Occasional Journal
of the Sino-Judaic Institute.” We are also
planning an index for the first ten volumes
of Points East, which will facilitate the lo-
cation of material which has appeared in
it over the first ten years of its existence.
In all of this, Shelton’s wife, Sandy, is play-
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A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

CHINESE JEWS OUTSIDE KAIFENG: FACT OR FICTION?
By Donald Daniel Leslie'

Introduction

The history of the Kaifeng Jewish commu-
nity which flourished from the 12" cen-
tury or earlier until the 19™ century is now
well documented.? Knowledge about Chi-
nese Jews outside Kaifeng is, on the other
hand, vague and lacking in documentary
evidence. The main purpose of this short
article is to list the claims with a critical
analysis of the sources.

This essay is divided into two parts:

1. Early references to Jews in China apart
from Kaifeng.

2. Modern references to Chinese Jews
other than in Kaifeng.

I will not be dealing with stories of Lost
Tribes related to China, nor suggestions of
Jews in Northern India and Burma, who
may or may not be linked to the Kaifeng
Jews.?

1. Early References to Jews in China
Apart from Kaifeng

It is unlikely but not impossible that Jews
had reached China by the end of the Han
(221 C.E.) as claimed by the oral tradition
of the Kaifeng Jews and their 1512 stele.*
Itis, however, highly likely that Jewish trav-
elers if not settlers had reached Changan
(Xi'an), capital of the Tang (618-907), by
the 7 or 8t century if not earlier, for other
foreign religions from Persia, Mazdeism
(Zoroastrianism), Nestorian Christianity
and Manichaeism, did penetrate to China
at this time, building shrines, temples and
monasteries all over China, in particular
in Changan, Luoyang and Kaifeng.®
Mosques and synagogues, on the other
hand, are not mentioned.

We have, unfortunately, no references in
native Chinese sources to Jews in China
in the Tang or Song (960-1279). Arabic
sources are more helpful, with a descrip-

tion by Ibn Khurdadhbih, 9" century, of
Jewish merchants called Radhanites trad-
ing to China. There is, however, no sug-
gestion that any of these traders actually
settled in China.® More significant, per-
haps, is the statement by Abu-Zaid towards
916 that Jews were among 120,000 for-
eigners slaughtered in Khanfu (Canton)
during the Huang Chao rebellion in 264
A.H. (878 C.E., correct to 879 from Chi-
nese sources.)” We cannot estimate how
many of this large (exaggerated) number
were Jews.

During the Tang, we have Chinese refer-
ences for 758 and 760 to Muslim settlers
in Guangzhou (Canton) and Yangzhou;
and for the Song in Guangzhou,
Quanzhou and Hangzhou (and possibly
in Changan, Kaifeng and Hainan).2 Were
there also Jews in these places? We have
no confirmation for this early period.

We are on more solid ground for the Mon-
gol Yuan period (1279-1368). Jews (zhuhu)
are mentioned in the Yuanshi and
Yuandianzhang for 1280, 1320, 1329,
1340, 1354, which refer to the forbidding
of ritual slaughter for food and circumci-
sion and marriage to cousins, but do not
give any place names. The Shanju Xinhua
by Yang Yu, 1360, mentions Jewish mer-
chants in the Hangzhou sugar board dur-
ing the period 1277-1294.°

This is confirmed by foreign visitors, Marco
Polo and others, who mention Jews in
Khanbalig (Beijing), Zayton (Quanzhou)
and Khansa (Hangzhou).™

Marco Polo mentions Jews as insulting the
Christians in Khanbaliq in 1286 under
Qubilai. This is completely convincing and
is supported by Marignolli who also men-
tions Jews in Khanbalig in 1342, and by
other sources which describe religious
debates in China under the Mongols. An-
drew of Perugia, 1326, says that no Jew-

(continued on page 9)
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gogue Museum in Shanghai. We there-
United States__ 256 fore call on all SJI members and any-
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cate replicas for donation or to con-
tribute funds for this purpose to the
Sino-Judaic Institute. These are among
the most important projects SJI has
committed itself to since its inception
in 1985, and the time is now ripe to
move forward in this regard.

1 Finally, anyone wishing to submit any-

1 thing for future issues of Points East is
South Africa 1 most welcome to do so. Many thanks
Sweden 1 to those who sent me valuable pieces
Taiwan 1 over these past few months.
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Wang Yisha (continued from page 16)

them he didn’t dare use the money he got for himself so he
invited Shi, Li Gao, Ai, Jin and Zhang, all the older ones to
sign their names. After he asked them to sign their names to
this agreement, this Westerner took it and said that the Jews
sold it to him.”

“Did these others agree to it in the end?” | asked.

“| heard that probably they had no money so this Westerner
invited them to eat (to get them to agree).”

All of the above parts of my own taped conversations with Shi
Zhongyu lend credence to the possibility that all was not as
Bishop White had recorded in Chinese Jews. Surely Wang Yisha
was uncovering such discrepancies in his own interviews with
them throughout the years. He simply wanted to set the record
straight, from the point of view of the Chinese themselves.

In his letter of May 9, 1988, he wrote to me, “Your letter said
that you possess in America a Chinese-Hebrew genealogy of
the seven surnames, handwritten, and want to send a copy.
This news is too good to be true. According to what | now
know, the ancient Chinese Jews all together had ten or eleven
works. One of these was the handwritten genealogy. In White’s
book the aforementioned is published in an abridged version,
and in addition it contained numerous obvious mistakes. In
order for me to systematically, completely and sequentially
study the history of the Chinese Jews, it is necessary for me to
study the history of the seven families, so | must therefore study
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the handwritten genealogy. If | can do this with your help
and that of your friends, and quickly be sent a copy of this, |
will be able to sort it all out according to the traditional Chi-
nese method of researching genealogies.”

The Sino-Judaic Institute later was able to send a copy of this
genealogy to Kaifeng. In 1992, during the proceedings of a
conference on the Jewish Diasporas in China at Harvard Uni-
versity, a paper submitted by Wang Yisha was read by Nanjing
University Prof. Xu Xin, which noted that he had been col-
lecting oral histories of the Jewish descendants for the past
twenty years. Not until that time did anyone, including my-
self, realize the precious material he had quietly been gather-
ing all these years, combining his academic research with
personal discussions with the Jewish descendants themselves.

I will never understand what possessed a man with no per-
sonal historical connection to the Jewish people himself, to
devote the better part of his life to the study and careful re-
cording of details of their daily lives in the latter part of the
twentieth century. In his last letter to me, just a month before
he died, he was eager to know how the translation of his
book was coming along, and asked that | write the Preface to
it. When this project is complete, | will be sure to mention
that only through Wang Yisha’s dedicated work in the last
part of the twentieth-century do we have in our possession
such valuable information about the Chinese Jewish descen-
dants in the twentieth-century ever before gathered first-hand.

Wendy Abraham

SJI Member News
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pieces of diaries and reproductions of
documents. Prof. Hochstadt would be in-
terested in hearing from anyone who
would like to contribute to such a volume,

SJI SPEAKERS AVAILABLE

Planning a fundraising event? Organizing a meeting or celebration? If
your Jewish educational, religious or cultural group has a need for a

and may be reached c/o The Sino-Judaic speaker on a truly unique subject, contact the Sino-Judaic Institute.
Institute. The next issue of Points Fast will Possible lecture topics include:

feature an article on The Jews of Shanghai
by Prof. Hochstadt.

SJI member Chiara Betta, of the London
School of African and Oriental Studies, will
be presenting a paper at the International
Conference on Foreign Communities in
East Asia to be held this March in Lyons,
France, on the Sephardi Jewish Commu-
nity of Shanghai, 1845-1931.

SJI member Marcia Ristaino of the Library
of Congress, will also present a paper at
the Conference on Foreign Communities
in East Asia on the White Russian Com-
munity of Shanghai, 1930-1952.

® The Chinese Jews of Kaifeng

e The Jews of Shanghai

e Jewish Life in Harbin and Tianjin
e Sino-lsraeli Relations

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Sino-Judaic Institute.

For more information, contact:
SJI President, Prof. Al Dien
(415) 323-1769
232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
e-mail: aldien@leland.stanford.edu.




