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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor .....coveecvevevieiiciiiceeeeee e $1,000
2 11 0] TR RPPR 500
Corporate Patron ......ccccceveeeeeviveeeieciieeeee, 500
Corporate Sponsor ........cccuvveeeeeiveeeenn, 250 to 499
Corporate Member .......c..ccce.ceveennee 250 to 499
ESPONSON eviiiiiteeeeciiee e 100
Regular Member .......cccocovvveievieniciciciceee 50
LiDraries .....eoceeeneeceee e 50
ACHOCTTIE wusysanunnsinssinnsissiseio e mumcarmvessasenmomssamuse 30
Senior CitiZeNS ....coevevveeeeeeiiieeeeeciiiee e, 25
StUAENTS .t 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

I wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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REPORT FROM THE
PRESIDENT ON A TRIP

TO CHINA
By Albert E. Dien

| recently led a tour to China for the
Stanford Alumni Association, May 6 to 21,
visiting Shanghai, Hangzhou, Beijing,
Xi'an, Guilin and Hong Kong, during
which time there were occasions relevant
to the Sino-Judaic Institute. In Beijing |
had the pleasure to meet for the first time
with Prof. Xu Xin, and we had a long con-
versation concerning the summer work-
shop which he is organizing, and to which
the Institute is making a contribution and
offering other facilitative assistance. Prof.
Xu was in Beijing to discuss with the au-
thorities the publication of the second edi-
tion of the Chinese version of the Ency-
clopedia Judaica. Prof. Xu was accompa-
nied by Dr. Kenneth Lubowich, who until
recently had been on the Board of the In-
stitute, and whom | met personally for the
first time. Dr. Lubowich was in Beijing in
connection with his work in arranging for
the adoption of Chinese orphans by Ameri-
cans. (continued on page 3)
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REVEALING THE HOLOCAUST THROUGH HISTORY:
THE NECESSITY OF INTERVIEWING SURVIVORS

By Prof. Steve Hochstadt

Dr. Hochstadt has been working for the
past 7 years on The Shanghai Jewish Com-
munity Oral History project. During this
time he has interviewed former
“Shanghailanders” in the U.S., Austria ,
Germany and in Israel. His main goal is
the preservation of history through the
transcription of interviews for the benefit
of other scholars. A further objective is to
eventually produce two books from this
material. One is a historical study of the
Jewish exodus from Europe to Shanghai
in the context of anti-Semitic policies of
the Nazis, the contemporary history of
Shanghai or other destinations of Jewish
immigration. This book is to be written
after Dr. Hochstadt’s investigation, includ-
ing archival research, is complete. In the
meantime, he is preparing collections of
excerpts from these interviews, along with
pieces of memoirs and diaries which he
has gathered, as self-contained manu-
scripts, one in English and one in German.

The other book will result from Dr.
Hochstadt’s cooperation with Eva Ungar
Grudin of Williams College. They are .
working on a volume in English focusing
on Cerman-speaking refugees in Shanghai,
combining interviews, articles by scholars,
photographs, pieces of diaries, and repro-
ductions of documents. Dr. Hochstadt
would be interested in hearing from any-
one who would like to contribute to such
a volume.

Rena Krasno

In the study of the Holocaust, oral history
contributes to a transformation already in
process for several decades: the shift from
a history told by the perpetrators to one
told also by the victims. Testimonies both
oral and written have, for example, begun
the work of recovering the myriad forms
of resistance by Jews all over Europe,
whose traces lie only in memories. | re-

(continued on page 10)

RADANITES, CHINESE JEWS, AND THE SILK ROAD OF THE STEPPES

By Nigel Thomas

extend our deepest condolences to his wife.

It is with great sadness that S]I reports the loss of one of its most involved Board members, Nigel Thomas. Nigel died of a heart attack while
visiting family in London in May, 1997. His research on the Radanites and the Chinese Jews appeared in the form of articles in various
publications over the years, and we are indeed fortunate and pleased to present his most recent work in this issue of Points East, which Nigel
submitted just a few weeks before he passed away. His involvement and enthusiasm for the work of the Institute will be greatly missed. We

1. The Radanites

The medieval Arab geographer lbn
Kburdadhbih (c. 850) has left us an account
of the travels of “The Jewish merchants
called Radhanites.”" This group of traders
is described as traversing Eurasia from
Western Europe to China, both by land and
sea, and four different routes across Islamic
territory are itemized. Since their activities
are said to be occurring in the 9% century,
400 years before the Mongol conquests
opened the eyes of Latin Europe to the
existence of East Asia, this text is surpris-

ing and puzzling, and is open to varying
interpretations.

The very name “Radhanite” has been the
source of various philological guesses as
to its origin, some rather strange. The 19%
century translator of classical Arabic texts,
Barbier de Meynard, chose, what, to me,
seems the simplest and most direct inter-
pretation. He identified the Radhanites
with the geographical district of Radhan
immediately N.E. of Baghdad, on the route
to Hamadan.

This explanation has been amplified and

discussed in detail by Moshe Gil 2in 1976.
Itimplies that the Radhanites were an East-
ern Islamic group, whose predominant
commercial interests would be expected
to lie in or near their area of origin, rather
than the Mediterranean.

This would seem to contradict Ibn
Khurdahbih’s description of these mer-
chants using routes from the “lord of the
Franks” (Italy or France) to Islamic territo-
ries in the Mediterranean by sea and (via
N. Africa) by land. But the contradiction

(continued on page 14)
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FROM THE EDITOR

While the Sino-Judaic Institute mourns the
loss of its board member, Nigel Thomas,
we are pleased to feature in this issue of
Points East one of his articles on the
Radanites and the Chinese Jews, and one
by Prof. Steve Hochstadt, who has been
working on an oral history project for the
past seven years on Shanghai’s European
Jewish refugee community.

We are also pleased to welcome three
new members of the Board of Directors,
each of whom will bring to SJI their own
area of expertise and involvement with
Sino-Judaic matters: Elyse Beth
Silverberg, Mark Cohen and Prof. Steve
Hochstadt. Brief bio’s about them appear
in this issue of Points East.

Several important events are now under-
way which involve the Institute. SJI Found-
ing President Leo Gabow has been coor-
dinating efforts between SJI and the Albert
L. Schultz Jewish Community Center of
Palo Alto to create an exhibit on the Chi-
nese Jews of Kaifeng, set to open on Sep-
tember 14" The exhibit will run for a
month and will present various guest
speakers connected to SJI. Duplicates of
the exhibit will then be donated to the
Kaifeng Municipal Museum for its perma-
nent display, and the exhibit itself will
travel throughout the United States. We
warmly welcome everyone to visit the ex-
hibit while it is in the San Francisco area.

SJI Chairman Arthur H. Rosen will be lead-
ing a special tour of China from April 21-
May 6, 1998, to include sites of Jewish
interest. Art’s own unique background as
former President of the National Commit-
tee on US-China Relations, and former dip-
lomat in Shanghai will be appreciated by
tour participants during the special brief-
ings on current political events in China
and on Sino-Israeli relations which he will
provide. The cost of the tour will include
a tax-deductible donation to the Sino-Ju-
daic Institute. A separate mailing on this
tour will be sent out in September.

Finally, SJI’s plans to create an Internet
website are moving forward, spearheaded
by Rabbi Anson Laytner. If anyone would
like to help him in this endeavor, please
contact him as soon as possible. We look
forward to increasing awareness of SJI's
mission and activities in cyberspace as we
approach the 21% century.

Wendy Abraham

Points East

Points East
Anson Laytner, Publisher
¢
Wendy Abraham
Editor

Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.
The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do
not necessarily express the viewpoints and
positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.

Letters to the Editor and articles for Points East
may be sent to:
Dr. Wendy Abraham
c/o Asian Languages Dept.
Stanford University
Stanford, CA 94305
e-mail: wabraham@leland.stanford.edu

All other correspondence should be sent to:
Rena Krasno, Public Affairs
255 S. Rengstorff, #106
Mountain View, CA 94040

Points East is published three
times a year, in March, July
and November.
Deadlines for submitting
material to be included in these
issues are January 15th,
May 15th and September 15th.
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SJI Member Andy Nulman Reports from Shanghai DONATIONS OF
on the Hong Kong Handover ARTIFACTS REQUESTED
FOR THE OHEL MOSHE
Friends: How is China during the handover of Hong Kong? The whole country is SYNAGOGUE

celebrating on a mass scale. The media is covering the event very well. Most

channels have been reporting the event for days. . . . ] ]
P 8 4 The Sino-Judaic Institute is actively

seeking donations of artifacts from
the original Ohel Moshe Synagogue
in Shanghai, or anything connected
to worship there. This synagogue
is the only one left standing in
Shanghai, and has been turned into
a museum. In an attempt to help
build up the current exhibit, we
urge anyone who lived in Shang-
hai to donate whatever they might
have that would be appropriate. If
you are interested in making a do-
nation, please contact SJI President,
Prof. Albert E. Dien, 232 Lexington
Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025.
Phone (415) 323-1769, e-mail:
aldien@leland.stanford.edu.

The country is on a special national holiday—a four-day weekend. State-operated
work units are handing out pay bonuses that are larger than one month’s salary in
many cases. The phrase most frequently heard is “Hong Kong is Returning to the
Motherland.”

During the two-day holiday many streets here in Shanghai were closed off by
police, so getting out was restricted. The TV showed caravans of thousands of
People’s Liberation Army soldiers entering Hong Kong. There was not much to do
other than stay home and watch China Central Television and local coverage.

Most of the interviews are of government officials. There are also reporters all over
China and foreign countries contributing reports. The spirit is 100% positive, and
there seems to be no doubt that it is a good thing to reunite the Chinese people.

The event is full of dancing and cultural display. Tiananmen Square, even on
Chinese New Year, is not so full of people and celebration as it has been these
days, and it is the hottest topic on everyone’s minds.

Points East welcomes SJI members presently in Hong Kong to send us articles
and reports on activities concerning the Jewish community after Hong Kong’s
return to China.

FINANCIAL REPORT
AVAILABLE

SJI members interested in receiving a
copy of the annual financial report
should send a self-addressed enve-
lope to: Shelton Ehrlich, Treasurer of
the Sino-Judaic Institute, 755
Northampton, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
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Ronald L. Kaye, M.D.  Rabbi Marvin Tokayer

THE NORMAN FISHMAN MEMORIAL FUND

The Sino-Judaic Institute has established a fund in honor of its late Treasurer, Norman Fishman, for the purpose of donating
Judaica books to individual Chinese scholars and academic institutions in China in his name.

Anyone wishing to donate to this fund may send a check made out to “The Norman Fishman Memorial Fund,” and mail it
to: Shelton Ehrlich, Treasurer, The Sino-Judaic Institute, 755 Northampton, Palo Alto, California 94303.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

Michael Pollak, comp. The Jews of Dynastic China: A Critical Bibliography. Hebrew Union College Press, in association with
The Sino-Judaic Institute, 1993. (A continuation of the Loewenthal bibliographies) $24.95, members $20. With the item
below, 2 vols., $30.

Michael Pollak, ed. The Sino-Judaic Bibliographies of Rudolf Loewenthal. Hebrew Union College Press, in association with
The Sino-Judaic Institute, 1988. 208 pp. $20, members $16.

Sino-Judaica: Occasional Papers of the Sino-Judaic Institute. Vol. 1 (1991) $15, members $9. Vol. 2 (1995) $20, members
$15.

Frank J. Shulman, comp. Directory of Individuals Interested in the Jews and the Jewish Communities of East, Southeast and
South Asia. Carrollton, Georgia, 1993. $10, $15 foreign (including postage).

Points East: A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute. Published three times a year. Back issues, $5 each, $15/year.
Wang Yisha. Zhongguo Youtai Chungiu (Annals of the Chinese Jews), in Chinese. Hardcover, $5, soft cover $2.

The Chinese Jews of Kaifeng, slide set with cassette. (30 minutes) $75, members $60.

Please note: For each item, unless otherwise stated, there is a charge of $2 for postage and handling, domestic, and $5 for overseas
mailing.




