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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
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*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $
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THE PRESENT DAY CHINESE ATTITUDE TOWARD JEWS*

*Translation of a series of articles which
appeared in the “Shijie ribao.”

PART | (June 4, 1997)

The Jews are a special people who are scat-
tered everywhere. There are historical
records of Jews having lived in China, of
whom those who lived in Kaifeng are the
most famous. Nevertheless, in China it was
only at the end of the Qing Dynasty that
out of sympathy there came a clearer un-
derstanding of the Jews and what they
faced. Contrary to those countries with a
tradition of anti-Semitism and expulsion
of Jews in the early 20" century, China not
only had no prejudice against the Jews
within its borders, but during the period
of Nazi Germany’s large-scale oppression
of the Jews, China extended all sorts of
assistance and support to the Jewish refu-
gees who came to Shanghai.

by Li Changlin
The Source of the Transcription Youtai

There are some scholars who take it that
the earliest transcription for Jews in the
Chinese sources is the term Shihu which
appears in the third chapter of the
Nestorian Christian Shizun bushilun; in the
Yuan dynasty (1279-1368) and later the
Jews are called Shihu, Zhuwu, Zhuhu, and
Zhuhude. In the Ming (1368-1644) foreign
missionaries transcribed it as Rudeya (this
is from the Latin ludaeus, Greek loudaios),
and sometimes as Ruda. But it was Rudeya
which became the most frequent transcrip-
tion in Chinese language material for the
next two hundred years. For example, the
“Record of the Outside World for the Bu-
reau of Operations” (Zhifang waiji, 1623),
“The World Atlas Explained” (Kunyu
tushuo), and “Brief Record of Macao”
(Aomen jilue) all used this transcription.

The transcription Youtai, according to
scholarly studies, began in the 1830’s. A
German missionary, Guo Shila, in his book
Dongxiyang kao meiyue tongjizhuan, pub-
lished in 1838, has the term Youtaiguo
(Judea); in his “The Account of Jesus’ De-
scent to this World” (Yesu giangshi zhi
zhuan), published in 1836, there is the
transcription of Youtaimin for the Jewish
people; and in his translation of the Bible,
published in 1840, there is the transcrip-
tion Youtairen for Jews. After this, the vari-
ous editions of the Bible all followed this
transcription. Xu Jiyu, in his “An Abbrevi-
ated Monograph on the World” (Yinghuan
zhilue, 1848), and the bulletins of the
Taiping Tianguo rebels of the mid-century
all used this transcription. The use by Guo
Shila of the character you with the “dog”
radical is obviously insulting and reflects
that traditional German anti-Semitism.

(continued on page 9)

Report on the Workshop on Jewish History and Culture
Held at Nanjing University, Nanjing, China, from July 20 to August 9, 1997

A three-week workshop on Jewish history
and culture was successfully held at
Nanjing University, Nanjing, China, from
July 20 to August 9, 1997.

China has had centuries of contact with
Jews, as witnessed by artifacts on the Silk
Road, the ancient community of Jews in
Kaifeng, and the testimony of Marco Polo.
In more recent years, there have been Jews
who sought refuge in Shanghai, Harbin
and other cities as they escaped the po-
groms of Russia and the genocide of the
Nazis. Yet, for the vast majority of Chinese,
there had been no direct contact with Jews
and very little, if any, knowledge of Jew-
ish history and culture. As Western edu-
cation and other influences have begun to
permeate China, Western stereotypes of

by Prof. Xu Xin

Jews have also arrived. With the recent
establishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween lIsrael and China, the diffusion of
information concerning Jewish topics is no
longer considered a politically sensitive
matter. A number of research centers have
been established, scholars have been at-
tracted into the field of Jewish Studies and
a growing list of books have been trans-
lated and published. One may look with
satisfaction at these developments, and yet
one is aware that there is much needed to
be done. The problem is how to bring this
newly available information to a wider
audience, especially to the younger gen-
eration at Chinese universities and col-
leges, who will in their turn become the
future leaders in China, and to counteract
the crude prejudices which are so easily

picked up by an uninformed public. It was
under such a circumstance that the use of
a workshop to address the problem was
proposed. We felt greatly honored and
privileged that the proposal was warmly
received and generously supported by The
Samuel Bronfman Foundation, The Rich-
ard Scheuer Foundation, The Lucius N.
Littauer Foundation, and The Sino-Judaic
Institute. The funding from the above foun-
dations made the seminar possible. The
actual preparation of the seminar started
in March 1997. The seminar was open on
time as scheduled.

The goal of this workshop is to make reli-
able, unprejudiced, and accurate knowl-
edge of Jewish history and culture avail-

(continued on page 13)
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FROM THE EDITOR

This issue of Points East features articles
and reports from our colleagues in
China who are actively researching
areas of Judaic studies which are
relatively unknown to Chinese scholars
at large.

Li Changlin’s article tracing current
Chinese attitudes towards the Jews gives
a thorough historical overview of the
subject, while Prof. Xu Xin’s report on
the workshop on Jewish history and
culture, which he recently successfully
organized, notes the joint effort by
Chinese and Jewish academics to
increase the level of understanding
about Judaic studies in the Chinese
academic world.

Closer to home, the exhibit on the
Chinese Jews of Kaifeng, initiated by S)I
Founding President Leo Gabow, and
organized with the help of SJI President
Al Dien and Koret Gallery curator
Nancy Gordon, was a major success.
Duplicates of much of the exhibit have
been donated to the Judaica Wing of the
Kaifeng Museum, and should be
installed by the Spring.

Finally, this will be my last stint as editor
of Points East for at least a year, as | focus
my energies on organizing the 1998
tours to China, the first of which will be
led by SJI Chairman Arthur H. Rosen. |
look forward to hearing from all those
interested in the April tour, which will
help benefit the work of the Institute.

Please send any future articles for Points
East and letters to the editor to Rabbi
Anson Laytner, who will once again
assume primary editorial duties.

Wendy Abraham

Points East
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

Michael Pollak, comp. The Jews of Dynastic China: A Critical Bibliography. Hebrew Union College Press, in associa-
tion with The Sino-Judaic Institute, 1993. (A continuation of the Loewenthal bibliographies) $24.95, members $20.
With the item below, 2 vols., $30.

Michael Pollak, ed. The Sino-Judaic Bibliographies of Rudolf Loewenthal. Hebrew Union College Press, in association
with The Sino-Judaic Institute, 1988. 208 pp. $20, members $16.

Sino-Judaica: Occasional Papers of the Sino-Judaic Institute. Vol. 1 (1991) $15, members $9. Vol. 2 (1995) $20,
members $15.

Frank J. Shulman, comp. Directory of Individuals Interested in the Jews and the Jewish Communities of East, South-
east and South Asia. Carrollton, Georgia, 1993. $10, $15 foreign (including postage).

Points East: A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute. Published three times a year. Back issues, $5 each, $15/year.
Wang Yisha. Zhongguo Youtai Chungiu (Annals of the Chinese Jews), in Chinese. Hardcover, $5, soft cover $2.
The Chinese Jews of Kaifeng, slide set with cassette. (30 minutes) $75, members $60.

Please note: For each item, unless otherwise stated, there is a charge of $2 for postage and handling, domestic, and $5
for overseas mailing.

Publications of Note

The Jews in Shanghai (Album in English and Chinese), Pan Guang, Editor. Shanghai Pictorial Publishing House and
Center of Judaic Studies in Shanghai, 1995. USD $40.00 (including postage).

Shanghai Jews Memoirs (Chinese), Pan Guang, Editor. Center of Judaic Studies, Shanghai, 1995. USD $10 (including
postage.) Please send cash, check or bank draft to: Pan Guang, 1331 Fuxing Road (M) #32, Shanghai 200031, PRC.

“Demographic and Socio-Economic Characteristics of Jews in India”, by Ashe A. Bhende and Ralphy Jhirad. Cost of
publication $18. Postage and handling $2. “David Sassoon — The Great Philanthropist”, a documentary video (19
minutes and 25 seconds long) is available for $50 plus $15 postage and handling for individuals, $75 including postage,
for Institutions and Libraries. Please indicate PAL or NTSC format. Make checks out to “O.R.T. India” and send by

registered mail to Mr. Ralphy Jhirad, Director, O.R.T. India, 68 Worli Hill Road, Behind Worli Dairy, Worli, Mumbai
400018, India.

Encyclopedia Judaica (Chinese version), Xu Xin et al., comp. Contact: Prof. Xu Xin, c/o English Dept., Nanjing Univer-
sity, 22 Hankou Rd., Nanjing, PRC 210008.

Jewish Historical Tours of China - Travel Handbook. Contact: Dr. Wendy Abraham, P.O. Box 9480, Stanford, CA
94309. $15 (including postage).
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