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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor ........ooouvveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, $1,000
Rl 1 £ o RO 500
Corporate Patron .......ccccoceeeecuveeeviecccieecnn. 500
Corporate Sponsor .........cccueeeeueeennen.. 250 to 499
Corporate Member .........cccccoevveennen... 250 to 499
ESPONSOT it 100
Regular Member .......ccocceeieviiiiiiiicciec 50
Libraries ....ooueeeveveeieeeecieeeeeeee e 50
ACAAEMIC et 30
SENIOr CIIZENS wississsssmmininissiiamennmmsmmmmmsmsenass 25
STUAENES .ot 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

I wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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JACOB OF ANCONA:

A REVIEW OF REVIEWS
by Albert E. Dien

On September 22, a front-page article in the New York Times
reported the publication of a translation of a previously unknown
account by a 13-th-century Italian Jewish merchant and rabbi
purporting to be a report of his stay in China in 1271 to 1272,
which would antedate the arrival of Marco Polo by some years.
The publication in England of this work, entitled The City of
Light by Jacob d’Ancona, translated by David Selbourne (Lon-
don: Little, Brown and Company, 1997), has elicited much criti-
cism, to such an extent that the American edition has been post-
poned, or “put in a holding pattern.” According to Doreen
Carvajal, in the International Herald Tribune, Dec. 10, a profes-
sor of Chinese history at the University of London scheduled a
lecture entitled “The Faking of ‘The City of Light’,” and there
have been other scholars who have found an Arabic word in the
text tantamount, they say, to finding the word Oldsmobile in the
Dead Sea Scrolls. Still, there are others who are not so quick to
condemn the work. Since the topic may be of interest to the
members of the Sino-Judaic Institute, | have prepared the follow-
ing report on the controversy as it has appeared in various publi-
cations. | myself have not had an opportunity to read the book,
and so | reserve judgment.

The translator, David Selbourne (1937-), is the grandson of a
rabbi' and a former Tutor in Social and Political Theory at Ruskin
College, Oxford University, who now lives in Urbino, ltaly. He
is a guru for the “creed of communitarianism,” according to Tunku
Varadarajan in the World News of October 1. This is a philoso-
phy which emphasizes the bond between citizens and civic or-
der. He is a playwright and author of a number of books.
Selbourne claims that the manuscript in question was secretly
handed to him swathed in a piece of 17"-century silk and he was
allowed to read it only on condition that he not show the origi-
nal to others or to reveal its owner’s identity. The reason was
that the provenance of the manuscript is unclear, and the present-
day owner, who lives near Urbino, fears that his ownership might
be questioned in court, and so is reluctant to be identified. Ac-
cording to Selbourne, the anonymous owner “had no trust in
disclosing it to an Italian,” a sentiment which Selbourne finds
quite reasonable. In addition, of course, the fact that the manu-
script is not available to others has immediately raised doubts
about its authenticity.

The alleged author of the manuscript, Jacob of Ancona, a mer-
chant from that port city in northern ltaly, set off with an entou-
rage of eight men and two women in April, 1270, in a four-
masted ship, and after a journey by land and sea, reached Zaitun
(modern Quanzhou, in Fujian province) in August, 1271. He

(continued on page 6)

A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

In Memorium
Leo Gabow

By Rena Krasno

As this issue of Points Fast was going to print, we at the
Sino-Judaic Institute were very much saddened to learn that
the Founding President of the Sino-Judaic Institute, Leo
Gabow, had passed away. He had fought a long, courageous
battle against his cruel disease, retaining his wide interest in
many subjects till the very end. He even found the strength
to write shortly before his death, the short obituary (which
appears in this issue) on his friend, Father Malatesta.

A loving memorial service was held for Leo at the Albert L.

Schultz Jewish Community Center on February 22, 1998.
As several guests pointed out, Shakespeare’s words from
Julius Caesar well depict the wonderful person we all had
lost:

His life was gentle
And the elements so mixed in him
That nature might stand up
And say to all the world
This was a man!

Our deepest condolences go to his wife, Bess Gabow, and
to the rest of his family. In the following issue of Points Fast,
we shall publish an article on Leo Gabow.

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF DAIREN

(1900-1951)
EXCERPTS FROM THE FORTHCOMING BOOK:
FAREWELL TO RUSSIA: MEMOIRS OF AN ALLEGED

‘AMERICAN SPY’

by Joe Lerner

I.  Jews from Russia came to Dalny in 1900. They were few in
number, but after the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, Jews
began to trickle to Dalny from Harbin. It was now under Japa-
nese rule and was incorporated into the Japanese Empire. It was
renamed Dairen by the Japanese (1905-1945) and Dalian by the
Chinese after 1945. Under the Japanese, the Jews had their free-
dom and they were not oppressed like they were by the Rus-
sians. The Japanese treated them well, as equals. They had the
freedom of speech, religion and they could indulge in business
in whatever sphere they liked. The small Jewish community liv-
ing in Dairen at first had no synagogue, no club, no community
center, no school, nothing of their own. As the community grew

(continued on page 9)
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FROM THE EDITOR

Due to the demands of her work, Wendy
Abraham has had to relinquish her role as
editor and the Board of the Sino-Judaic
Institute asked me to resume that job.

Being a tough negotiator, | insisted on
receiving double the pay and increased
benefits. | thought | had Al Dien over a
barrel, but he proved to be more than my
equal. He said he would multiply my pay a
hundredfold and he assured me that if | took
the position, | would get unlimited benefits.
Thrilled to have gotten the better of him so
easily, | quickly assented to becoming the
editor again, only to realize upon hanging
up the phone that 100 x $0 was precisely
what | had been earning all along!

So, what | had thought was my retirement as
editor of Points East turned out to be a short
sabbatical instead. No matter, at least | still
get unlimited benefits.

One of these benefits is that | have inherited
a better publication. To give credit where
credit is due, we must thank Wendy, aka Dr.
Abraham, for this. Drawing upon her skills
as a journalist, Wendy was responsible for
redesigning our masthead and improving the
layout, with the result that Points East looks
more professional and is visually more
enticing and exciting to read.

A second benefit is that | now have an
editorial committee to work with whereas
previously | did it all on my own. Now
granted there is a certain ease in decision-
making when one works solo, but Points East
is a publication of an organization and that
body needs to be represented collectively,
not singly. Furthermore, although it is
certainly the case that one cannot be truly
miserable except when serving on a
committee; in this case, | am pleased to share
the editorial responsibilities with some
colleagues.

A third benefit is that | once again shall begin
to receive articles and communications as
you, dear readers, submit manuscripts and
letters for publication. | must confess that
during my sabbatical | was suffering from
sino-judaic information withdrawal, but now
that | am editor again | thrill anew to email
and correspondence pouring in from all over
the world.

Al Dien is a wily one. He knew SJI couldn’t
compete against the big bucks | earn directing
a small non-profit human service
organization in Seattle, so he enticed me with
the unlimited benefits of being editor once
again. And you know what? He was right.

Anson Laytner

Points East
Anson Laytner, Publisher
¢

Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.
The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do
not necessarily express the viewpoints and
positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.

Letters to the Editor and articles for Points Fast
may be sent to:

Rabbi Anson Laytner
1200 - 17th Ave. E.
Seattle, WA 98112

fax: 206-322-9141
e-mail: layt@seattleu.edu

All other correspondence should be sent to:
Rena Krasno, Public Affairs
255 S. Rengstorff, #106
Mountain View, CA 94040

Points East is published three
times a year, in March, July
and November.
Deadlines for submitting
material to be included in these
issues are January 15th,
May 15th and September 15th.
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Benjamin M. Levaco
By Rena Krasno

The Board of the Sino-Judaic Institute was very saddened to learn that Benjamin (Ben) Levaco, a loyal member and good
friend, passed away on January 3, 1998. Ben who died at the age of 86, was an optimistic, energetic, adventurous and
daring man who pursued his various interests almost until the very end of his life.

Ben Levaco was born in 1911 in Kainsky, Siberia. As a result of the civil war in Russia and anti-Semitic pogroms, his
family left first for Harbin and then for Yokohama where they survived the horrendous 1923 earthquake. The Levacos
then settled in Tientsin and became respected members of the Jewish community. Ben completed the local British run
Grammar School and Business College. He was active in the British Rover Scouts, the British Municipal Volunteer Corps
and excelled in a number of sports. He later joined an American casings manufacturing company and travelled throughout
China as its representative. His keen observation, his interest in all that surrounded him, and his extensive reading,
helped him to understand both the culture and politics of China. During World War Il and the Japanese occupation,
Ben’s American company had to cease its activities. Ben, who was stateless, was not incarcerated as were so-called
“enemy” nationals (U.S.., British and Dutch citizens). He survived the war by dealing in real estate and left for the United
States in 1950.

Ben maintained a lifelong interest in China and bought a large number of books on this subject. He also collected
Chinese stamps and art. He maintained a correspondence for 45 years with his old friends from China and became a
founding member of the American Far Eastern Society. After his wife died in 1989, he travelled four times to China,
visiting remote corners of the country. He took countless photographs and documented his impressions and thoughts. In
1990, at the age of 79, he enrolled in a writing course and began to pen articles on his experiences, as well as to compose
poetry. In addition, he translated some of his father’s poems from Russian into English.

We, at the Sino-Judaic Institute, will never forget Ben Levaco’s visit to us, his talk at the Palo Alto Jewish Community
Center, and the suitcase full of material he brought for inclusion in the archives of the Hoover Institution. His quick
movements, ever-present intellectual alertness, his charm and warmth will be sorely missed by all those who knew him.
We were touched to learn from a Brief Biographical Statement by his son-in-law, L.H. Goldman, that “a number of
original photographs, copies of Levaco’s essays on his experiences in China, and personal correspondence are being
donated to the Sino-Judaic Institute.”

Our deep condolences go to the Levaco family.

Publications of Note

The Jews in Shanghai (Album in English and Chinese), Pan Guang, Editor. Shanghai Pictorial Publishing House and
Center of Judaic Studies in Shanghai, 1995. USD $40.00 (including postage).

Shanghai Jews Memoirs (Chinese), Pan Guang, Editor. Center of Judaic Studies, Shanghai, 1995. USD $10 (including
postage.) Please send cash, check or bank draft to: Pan Guang, 1331 Fuxing Road (M) #32, Shanghai 200031, PRC.

“Demographic and Socio-Economic Characteristics of Jews in India”, by Ashe A. Bhende and Ralphy Jhirad. Cost of

publication $18. Postage and handling $2. “David Sassoon — The Great Philanthropist”, a documentary video (19
minutes and 25 seconds long) is available for $50 plus $15 postage and handling for individuals, $75 including postage,
for Institutions and Libraries. Please indicate PAL or NTSC format. Make checks out to “O.R.T. India” and send by
registered mail to Mr. Ralphy Jhirad, Director, O.R.T. India, 68 Worli Hill Road, Behind Worli Dairy, Worli, Mumbai
400018, India.

Encyclopedia Judaica (Chinese version), Xu Xin et al., comp. Contact: Prof. Xu Xin, c/o English Dept., Nanjing Univer-
sity, 22 Hankou Rd., Nanjing, PRC 210008.

Jewish Historical Tours of China - Travel Handbook. Contact: Dr. Wendy Abraham, P.O. Box 9480, Stanford, CA
94309. $15 (including postage).




