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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor ........ccoveeeiieiiiiieeiceiieeeee $1,000
FPALION e, 500
Corporate Patron ...........ccccceeeireniiiiiiieneeeennes 500
COrporate SPONSOF cvusssssssssssasns ssssssssnss 250 to 499
Corporate Member ........cccccevveeeeennnen.. 250 to 499
S PONSON eiiieieieiee et 100
Regular Member ........coocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 50
L IDTAEIEE i s s 55a0000 505 005,50 B 50
ACAAEMIC wovviieiciiiieeeeeeee e 30
Senior CitiZeNS . .uuueeiieieeeeiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 25
StUENTS wereeeiiieee e 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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THE SUGIHARA STORY:

FACTS, MYSTERY, MYTH

by B. Bresler
reprinted from Bulletin-Igud
Yotzei Sin, 350 & 351, June-July & Sept.-Oct. 1997

I.  Several books and many more articles have been written
about Sugihara - the Japanese Schindler - who in 1940 issued
Japanese transit visas to thousands of Jewish refugees in Lithuania,
saving them from Hitler’s clutches. A significant addition to these
writings has been recently published in which Hillel Levine
records an investigation of the remarkable events surrounding
Sugihara’s story (In Search of Sugihara, by Hillel Levine, The
Free Press, Simon and Shuster 1996, 323 pgs., $25.00). The au-
thor goes beyond the mere detailing of the dramatic events. Us-
ing “the textures and devices of a novel to tell a true story” and
blending facts with imaginary events he tries to penetrate the
mindset of this Japanese official whose extraordinary actions saved
thousands of Jewish lives. This search for “reality” more than
fifty years after the real events, when most of the important par-
ticipants are no longer alive, when much of the documentary
evidence has disappeared (or is not available), and when the
social and political setting surrounding these events is so differ-
ent from the contemporary world, this search for reality is almost
an impossible task. Yet Hillel Levine’s work, spun out of facts,
mystery and myth is an important contribution to the “Sugihara
story.”

The book begins with biographical facts. Born on January 1, 1900,
in a small town of Gifu Prefecture, Japan, Chiune Sugihara gradu-
ated from high school at the age of seventeen. He spent the next
two years preparing for entrance examinations to Waseda Uni-
versity, and in April 1919 gained admission to the English Divi-
sion Normal School. In July, because the limited financial re-
sources of the family were insufficient to meet the Waseda high
tuition, he competed for a foreign language study scholarship
awarded by the Foreign Ministry and qualified for one of the
seventeen such scholarships offered that year. Choice of Russian
as field of study got him an assignment to Harbin Gakuin, the
Institute of Japanese-Russian Society, headed by a Japanese Di-
rector, employing a mixed Japanese and Russian faculty, and
offering a three-year post-secondary course of study. His studies
began in November 1919, but were interrupted the following
year, when he was called up for compulsory military service.

After a year-and-a-half in the Army he was honorably discharged
with a rank of sergeant in the reserve. In March 1922 he returned
to Harbin, but at this point the record is confusing, listing him as
Instructor in the Harbin Gakuin and referring to his contempora-
neous employment in the Japanese Consulate. Clearly, he could
not have been a language instructor, having completed only one
year of study. Just discharged from the Army with the rank of

(continued on page 6)
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FROM SHANGHAI TO BERLIN
EXTRACTS FROM THE MEMOIRS OF:

SONJA MUEHLBERGER
by Sonja Muehlberger

I was born Sonya Krips on October 26, 1939 in Shanghai. My
parents, Hermann and llse Krips, came from long established
Jewish families in Germany. Research in my mother’s family tree
confirms that a branch had existed in Germany as far back as
1258.

A week after ‘Kristallnacht’, in November 1938, my father was
arrested and sent to the Dachau concentration camp. At that time,
it was still possible to leave the camp upon presenting proof that
one would leave Germany immediately for another country. My
young, pregnant mother found the courage and initiative to solve
this problem and arranged their departure for Shanghai, China.
After a 4-week voyage on the Lloyd Triestino steamer, the Bianca
Mano, my parents reached Shanghai. They each carried a suit-
case weighing 20 kgs. And 10 German Rieschsmarks.

In Shanghai, my parents, like most refugee late arrivals, were
first put in a communal ‘Heim’ a large room with 74 bunk beds.
Later they managed to rent together with three men two small
communicating rooms in Hongkew (Kinchow Rd.). Finally they
moved to 954 Washing Rd., likewise in Hongkew, and remained
there until our departure for Germany in July 1947.

Hongkew had been badly destroyed during the Sino-Japanese
fighting. However, as a child, this did not disturb me as much as
itdid my parents. | was a poor eater and did not suffer the pangs
of hunger my parents often had to bear. We did have one guar-
anteed meal a day. This was provided by American help organi-
zations and some influential local families, such as the Sassoons
and the Kadoories. As a young child (1 year and 4 months) | was
placed in Day Care for refugee children subsidized by the
Sassoons. My mother had learned tailoring before her departure
from Germany and found work which helped pay for our food.

After looking unsuccessfully for a job, my father decided to open
a bakery and thus Sonny-Bread came about. Unfortunately, this
venture soon came to an end. Finally he, like some other immi-
grants, worked for a Chinese as an egg-seller. He soon learned to
speak the Shanghai Dialect. He also improved his English - which
he studied in Germany - by listening to radio broadcasts. Some-
times, when he went to the countryside to purchase eggs and
hens, | rode on the back of his bicycle. He delivered eggs on his
bike and often carried heavy baskets up staircases. He was let
into homes by the servants’ entrance. He would always manage
to take me to the kindergarten, and later to school, and bring me
back home.

(continued on page 10)
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FROM THE EDITOR

As a student of Jewish history, | could
not read the newspaper accounts of the anti-
Chinese rioting in Indonesia last March
without thinking about the anti-Jewish
pogroms in Russia in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, or indeed of the Jewish
experience in Europe in general. Here, in a
sad and macabre way, is yet another Sino-
Judaic connection.

Although one people’s size is immense
and the other’s minuscule, in their respective
diasporas, each is a minority, powerless
despite their relative wealth, and beholden
to the whims of the host nation and the ruling
powers.

In Indonesia, the Chinese constitute at
most 4% of the 200 million strong population
but are said to control about 60% of the
nation’s assets. Political power resides with
other ethnic groups, almost all of whom are
Muslim (87%). As Indonesia descended into
economic chaos, and the government was
forced to raise the price of basic goods such
as rice and cooking oil, the ethnic Chinese -
- mostly small shopkeepers and middle class
professionals — became scapegoats for the
crisis. Riots in cities across Java, Sumatra and
elsewhere left dozens of Chinese-owned
stores in ruins and as many Chinese as are
able thinking of ways to flee their homeland.
Unfortunately, it has been the lower-income
Chinese who have borne the brunt of rioting
but who lack the means of escape.

According to the New York-based
Human Rights Watch, the rioting began
spontaneously, but senior government and
military officials fueled anti-Chinese
sentiments in veiled public statements. In
many cases, police stood by as rioters
wrecked and looted Chinese homes and
businesses. (Sounds just like Kishinev to me!)

During the Dutch colonial period, the
Chinese were favored to do business in
Indonesia and this made their patriotism
suspect. During the 1960s, the army
suspected them of supporting Indonesian
communists. (Like the Jews, the Chinese are
blamed both for being capitalists and
communists!) With government polices
prohibiting them from the military and the
civil service, the Chinese focused their
energies on business and professional
careers. Now they are being attacked for
filling an economic role into which they were
at least partially forced.

Similar to the “overseas” Chinese and the
Jews, the Indians of East Africa also served
the role of resident alien economic
middlemen, and therefore made a convenient
target when rulers like Idi Amin of Uganda
needed someone to assume and deflect the
wrath of the people.

People in East Asia are often puzzled by
the Jewish experience in Europe because it
makes no sense to them. Unfortunately, in
our own day, we are seeing that this
particular Jewish experience is also a
universal one, with the ethnic Chinese of
Indonesia playing the role of the Jew in
Europe. Anson Laytner
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Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.
The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do
not necessarily express the viewpoints and
positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.

Letters to the Editor and articles for Points Fast
may be sent to:

Rabbi Anson Laytner
1200 - 17th Ave. E.
Seattle, WA 98112

fax: 206-322-9141
e-mail: layt@seattleu.edu

All other correspondence should be sent to:
Rena Krasno, Public Affairs
255 S. Rengstorff, #106
Mountain View, CA 94040

Points East is published three
times a year, in March, July
and November.
Deadlines for submitting
material to be included in these
issues are January 15th,
May 15th and September 15th.
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The Jews of Kaifeng: An Orphan Colony in China

Specifications for Mounting the Exhibition

The exhibition consists of 9 narratives, 57
photographs, and 46 labels, all mounted
on 3/8” Foam Core board. The majority of
these photos are 11” x 17”, although there
are some larger ones (33-1/3 x 48-1/2 and
18 x 37).

The exhibition at its initial venue occupied
108 linear feet of wall space. The exhibi-
tion is composed of four sections in the
initial installation; these were: 1) The Ar-
rival of Jews into China, 27’; 2) The Syna-
gogue in Kaifeng, 45’; 3) The Discovery
by the West, 26’; 4) The Descendants of
the Chinese Jews Today, 30’. Of course,
spacing can be adjusted to the individual
venue.

At its initial venue, the photos were
mounted on the wall by means of 5/8”
push pins, though other techniques may
be used as long as there is no damage to
the face of the photos. The pins may be
included if needed.

A Handsome metal sign in the form of a
Chinese street sign, 14” x 30", with the
current name of the lane on which the Jews
lived, “Teaching the Scriptures Lane,” in
English, Hebrew and Chinese, is also avail-
able.

A set of photos of the manner in which
the exhibit was originally mounted is avail-
able for possible guidance in setting up
the exhibition.

A one-page handout giving the general
overview of the exhibition is available.

A 32-page pamphlet, “The Jews of Kaifeng:
The Sect that Plucks Out the Sinews,” by
Michael Pollak, is available for sale at the
exhibition, serving as an exhibition cata-
log. The price is $2 each, and it can be
sold by the exhibitor at a higher price to
recoup some of the cost of mounting the
exhibition.

Other publications can also be made avail-
able for sale; a list of these is provided.
The postage for mailing these materials to
the exhibitor and for returning unsold cop-
ies to the Institute are the responsibility of
the exhibitor.

A copy of a video tape, “The Jews of
Kaifeng: Chinese Jews on the Banks of the
Yellow River,” produced by the Beth
hatefutsoth, Museum of the Jewish
Diaspora, Jerusalem, is available. This
proved to be a very popular adjunct of the
exhibit. The exhibitor, of course, must sup-
ply the TV and VCR for viewing.

An audio cassette tape of the music from
a Confucian temple ceremony can be sup-
plied to provide background music for the
exhibition.

The Institute requires that brochures and
membership applications of the Institute,
supplied by the Institute, be displayed as
a part of the exhibition.

The materials are shipped via United Par-
cel Service in a container. The shipping
costs to and from the Institute are the re-
sponsibility of the exhibitor. There is, in
addition, a handling charge of $100 to be
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paid to the Institute.

The exhibition can be enhanced by addi-
tional materials supplied by the exhibitor.
At the original venue, a display case with
historical materials was put together from
various library resources. The Institute can
supply a list of relevant titles.

Copy and photographs for use by news-
papers and other forms of publicity are
available.

The Institute is also able to assist in locat-
ing lecturers on this topic. Such lectures
can be an important part of the exhibition.
The expenses and fees involved are to be
negotiated by the exhibitor.

Handmade tallits, challah covers, etc.
embroidered with expressions in Hebrew
and Chinese are also available to be sold
as a tie-in to the exhibit.

The period of the loan of these materials
is not to exceed two months. This allows
adequate time for shipping to and from the
Institute, the mounting of the exhibition,
and the duration of one month for public
viewing of the exhibition. Any exceptions
must be explicitly requested and negoti-
ated before shipment of the exhibition
material.

Those interested in mounting the exhibit
should contact the Sino-Judaic Institute,
232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA
94025, tel and fax: 650-323-1769, e-mail:
aldien@leland.stanford.edu.

Recent Gifts

The Sino-Judaic Institute would like to thank the following people who recently participated in the April
20-May 5 tour to China organized by Wendy Abraham through Jewish Historical Tours of China, for the
following donations to the Institute, which were a portion of the cost of the tour:

Ms. Marion F. Adler $200 Dr. and Mrs. William Lewit $800
Dr. and Mrs. Cesar Armoza $400 Mr. Harold Raiklen $200
Dr. and Mrs. Joel Karliner $400 Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Sall $400
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Kohn $400 Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Silverman $400
Ms. Gloria Levien $200




