16 Points East

first meeting of the Mumbai Municipal
Corporation was held in the Library build-
ing. The Mumbai Municipal Corporation
renamed a road by the “David Sassoon Li-
brary Marg” instead of its original name
“Hope Street” in 1994.

ORT, India - A Centre for Learning

In 1959 Gerhard Gabriel, an industrialist and a prominent member of the Jewish
community visited Israel for the first time. There he met three Bene Israeli Jews
who had migrated from India to Israel under the Law of Return (which entitles
every Jew anywhere in the world to return to Israel). The youths were jobless. It
was then that Gabriel hit upon the idea of setting up an arm of the ORT in India.
ORT was first founded in Russia in 1880 with the objective of helping impover-
ished Jews in Russia.

Previous recognition of the importance of
this monument by the Postal Department
came in the form of a Special Postal Cover
on the occasion of the 140" Anniversary
of the David Sassoon Library and Reading
Room. On 30" November 1998, the Min-
istry of Communications, Department of
Posts, Government of India is releasing a
“Commemorative Postage Stamp” on the
David Sassoon library & Reading Room in
recognition of the Library’s services for the
last 150 years. This Library is, probably,
one of the few to be open on all 365 days
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Some repairs
to the library are envisaged to be carried
out at an estimated cost of approximately
Rs. 5 lakhs. Any donations may be mailed
by registered airmail to Mr. V. R.
Ajgaonkar, President, David Sassoon Li-
brary & Reading Room, 152 M G Road,
Off David Sassoon Library Marg, Fort,
Mumbai — 400 023. Cheques could be
drawn in favour of “David Sassoon Library
& Reading Room.” Donations made over
Rs.1 lakh would be listed on a plaque in
the Library.

Today ORT, with its headquarters in London is considered to be the largest non-
governmental, non-profit, non-political organization for education and training
in the world.

ORT India was established in 1960. It began by conducting evening classes in
maths, English and mechanical drawing. Over the years ORT India began pro-
viding technical training and classes in cosmetology, hair dressing and beauty
care, travel and tourism, food and nutrition. Traditional Bene Israel ritual ob-
jects are also made at the ORT. A computer centre for learning the usage and
application was opened in 1987.

A kindergarten, a bakery and a frozen meat department complete the prime
objective of ORT, India: To help a Jew remain a true Jew.

Visit the Sino-Judaic Institute’s Page on the Web
www.sino-judaic.org

The Last Jews in Calcutta

This is the first video produced that recalls the past glories of the Jewish Community of Calcutta; capturing its fast disappearing
existence amidst the rapidly expanding megalopolis of Calcutta.

Mr. Albert Jacob revisits the city of his birth:
o the magnificent synagogues standing in their naked majesty - without worshipers
° the Jewish Boys School and Jewish Girls School bustling - without Jewish Children
o the cemetery whose gravestones sing - of the prior glories
o and also some remaining Jews recalling memories of Jewish Holidays past

The video, in English, is available in PAL-(UK) and NTSC-(USA) versions.
NTSC version  $39.99 single copy
PAL version £29.99 single copy
Posting and handling are an additional $4.99 or 3.99 per copy.

Both of these videos can be obtained in quantities of 5 or more (mixed or matched) at the discount price of:
NTSC version  $36.99 single copy
PAL version £26.99 single copy

To order, please make checks payable to “RBIS” and mail to: RBIS, 500 Bloomfield Ave., Verona, NJ 07044, USA. Please
be sure to include your name, address and phone number. Please allow 4 weeks for delivery.
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REMEMBERING LEO GABOW

(1916-1998)
by Michael Pollak

| met Leo Gabow for the first time in the summer of 1980, some
months after we had started corresponding with each other about
a subject of mutual interest—the story of the Jews of Kaifeng.
Our correspondence continued as the years went by, and we
were also able to meet and get to know each other personally in
the course of my semi-annual visits to two of my daughters who
live in the Bay Area. My wife and |, in addition, had the pleasure
of spending some days with Leo and his wife Bess when the four
of us came together in the spring of 1984 for the opening of an
exhibition dealing with the Jews of old China that was mounted
in Tel Aviv by the Museum of the Jewish Diaspora (Beth
Hatefusoth).

Leo Gabow was a man of vision, courage and enterprise. Born in
Norfolk, Virginia, on September 11, 1916, he lost his father dur-
ing the influenza epidemic of 1918 and his mother when he was
fourteen. Discharged from a New Jersey orphan asylum at six-
teen, in the worst part of the Great Depression, and unable to
obtain employment locally, he, like so many others, wandered
about the country — often going hungry and sleeping outdoors —
in the hope of finding work elsewhere. This difficult period in
his life came to an end when he succeeded in obtaining employ-
ment as a highway worker with the newly created Works Progress
Administration and was at last able to eat regularly and sleep
with a roof over his head. Although the job, as he once told me,
was backbreaking and low paying, it gave him an opportunity to
face life with a sense of dignity.

During World War 11, Leo served as a naval medical corpsman,
participating frequently in dangerous air rescue missions in the
Pacific combat zone. With war’s end, he worked in various as-
pects of the medical field while supporting a family and studying
chemistry at San Francisco State University. After receiving his
undergraduate degree, he found employment in a medical labo-
ratory in San Francisco. A later position with a large American
pharmaceutical firm brought him and his family to Hong Kong,
where they spent five years, during which he succeeded in es-
tablishing a medical import-export business of his own. This ven-
ture, which required him to travel extensively throughout China
and much of the rest of Asia, was brought to an end when a large
shipment of medical supplies that he had imported was hijacked
as it was enroute to its final destination.

Returning to California in 1962, Leo continued his work in the
medical field until his retirement in 1978.

Leo was possessed of a fine, inquiring mind. An autodidact who
immersed himself in the study of world history, and especially

(continued on page 7)
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ACTIVITIES IN KAIFENG
by Al Dien
SJI President

1. Books to Kaifeng

Scott A. Savitz, a graduate student in chemical engineering at
the University of Pennsylvania and who has visited Kaifeng, has
volunteered, on his own initiative, to send books in Chinese
concerning Judaic studies to members of the Jewish community
in Kaifeng. He is well aware of the sensitivities this involves and
will select books which cannot arouse official concern because
of religious content. He has already sent a translation of Chaim
Herzog’s “The Jews” and Zhu Weizhi’'s “Hebrew Culture,” also
in Chinese, to a contact he has there, and has received words of
appreciation. | have agreed that the SJI will subsidize this project,
which will not cost more than a few hundred dollars over the
next several years. We still have a budget of unspent funds for
the purpose of sending books to China, and this qualifies under
that heading. We will also alert Profs. Xu Xin and Pan Guang to
recommend to us appropriate titles. Prof. Xu’s “A Catalog of the
Chinese Books about Israel and the Jewish Culture” will facili-
tate this program.

2. Minyan in Kaifeng

This was the brainchild of a group of fourteen people, mostly
Jews, now stationed in China in one capacity or another who,
accompanied by Prof. Xu Xin, went to Kaifeng last December to
learn more about the Kaifeng Jews and to explore their own Jew-
ish identity. In their report, they said:

Adventures in Kaifeng

The three days of exploration in Kaifeng began with an
examination of the physical remains of a past community,
and ended with a discovery of the spiritual legacy of the present
community. At the Tri-provincial Meeting Hall, the Minyan
viewed a model of the Northern Song capital, scrolls and pho-
tos of Jewish sites long past. From there, the Minyan climbed
to the fourth floor of the Kaifeng Museum, where they in-
spected stone steles, rubbings, drawings of the ancient syna-
gogue, and a map of the migration of Jews throughout China.
The Minyan then strolled down “South Teaching the Torah
Lane” through the Jewish quarter, past the synagogue site,
now a hospital, through a construction area to a well, which
once sat inside the synagogue grounds.

Friday evening, the Zhang family invited the Minyan into
their home for a kosher Chinese dinner. The Minyan, in turn,
created a Kabbalat Shabbat service complete with candles,
wine, and challah. Saturday morning, the Minyan visited with
other Kaifeng Jewish descendants at the Zhao and Ai family
residences and shared Shachrit services with the Shi family.
Many of the group felt the highlight of the trip occurred when
five members from the Zhang and Shi families were called up

(continued on page 8)
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FROM THE EDITOR

Apparently my editorial in the last issue
of Points East struck a responsive chord
among readers, both Chinese and Jewish.
Although the letter by Ralph Hirsch,
included in this issue, was the only one
available for publication, | did receive
several private letters thanking me for
raising the subject, a few e-mails, and even
a phone call or two. Since writing that
editorial, | have learned from the media
that my worst suspicions were true: that
there was government collusion with the
rioters in Indonesia, that the atrocities
committed were not just permitted but
actually encouraged in some quarters, that
the Chinese minority in Indonesia has
been subjected to all sorts of legal and
social discrimination. And it is not over
yet.

Equally clear from the responses | received
is that our Chinese readers feel as keenly
about the overseas Chinese communities
as our Jewish ones do about their fellow
Jews in the Diaspora, and that Jews are
deeply troubled by a situation that is so
reminiscent of Russia about a century ago.
Perhaps there is a need for some form of
Sino-Judaic relief effort, not to mention
political representations; perhaps these
have already been made by the Chinese
and lIsraeli governments. The Sino-Judiac
Institute is not a social service or political
action organization, so we are not the right
vehicle for such efforts, but | would be
interested to know if our readers have any
thoughts on the subject.

At just about the same time as this was
happening, my friend, Prof. Al Yee,
brought to my attention a book published
by the University of Washington in 1997.
Edited by Daniel Chirot and Anthony Reid,
Essential Outsiders compares various
aspects of these two people’s roles in the
modern transformation of S.E. Asia and
Central Europe. We'll have a review of it
in a forthcoming issue. And, while on the
subject of books, another colleague and
fellow SJI Board member, Prof. Vera
Schwarcz, has published a new book,
Bridge Across Broken Time: Chinese and
Jewish Cultural Memory, (Yale University
Press, 1998). Some of our long-time
readers of Points East will remember her
earlier ruminations on this fascinating
cross-cultural literary study. We hope to
have a review of it in a forthcoming issue
as well.

Finally, a good and peaceful New Year to
all our Jewish readers, their families, and
friends — which means, by extension, all
of you who read this publication!

Anson Laytner
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Rose runs a full-service Jewish community
center in Hiroo, an elegant Tokyo neigh-
borhood in the swank Shibuya-ku ward
where many diplomats live. The three-story
concrete and brick building, erected in
1971, would fit right in any elegant sec-
tion of Toronto or Los Angeles, Sydney or
Berlin.

Like many buildings in Tokyo, the light fix-
tures, grills and other decorative elements
provide a subtle touch of Japanese aesthet-
ics. And like many Jewish institutions
across the world, this facility was erected
through the generosity of its members, one
of whom was the late Israeli billionaire
Shoul Eisenberg, who made his fortune
trading in the Orient.

The JCC includes a 3,000-volume Judaica
library. While the religious texts are in
Hebrew and Aramaic, most of the books
are in English with a handful in French,
Spanish and other European languages.
There are only a few volumes in Japanese.

On the JCC’s third floor — “closest to God,”
says Rose — is a 150-seat synagogue. Sab-
bath services are held every Friday evening
and Saturday morning, as well as on the
new lunar month and holy days. For Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, partition walls
are moved aside, expanding the decorous
hall to 450 seats.

The second floor houses the library, a tod-
dlers playgroup attended by 10 to 20 chil-
dren under age 2, and the Sunshine
Montessori school with 21 children be-
tween the ages of 2 to 4. There are 45 chil-
dren enrolled in the Sunday morning and
Wednesday afternoon kindergarten
through 8% grade Hebrew school.

The adult education program, which Rose
initiated, offers a wide range of classes.
Eight Japanese are currently enrolled in a
conversational Yiddish class. Half of the
30 students of Hebrew are Japanese.

The JCC includes an outdoor swimming
pool, a mikvah (ritual purification bath)
and a glatt kosher kitchen — the only one
in Japan. Kosher meat and Passover foods
are imported from New York since they
are cheaper than similar products from Is-
rael. The JCC sells foodstuffs to its mem-
bers. “You want to encourage people to
keep kosher and if it’s too expensive they
won’t do it,” Rose notes.

The ground floor contains offices and an
enclosed parking lot. Security is tight as

the JCC is considered a potential target for
Arab terrorists. Rose and his wife, Paulie,
live in an apartment in the complex, along
with their young child.

The JCC is self-sustaining, with its budget
coming from member dues, and donations
from visitors and former Tokyo residents
now returned to their homes abroad. . .

Rose also ministers to Kobe’s handful of
Jews. The Kobe synagogue, damaged in
the massive Jan. 17, 1995 earthquake, was
restored with the help of Vancouver’s Jew-
ish community.

One of Rose’s big challenges is reaching
out to the secular Israelis who pass through
Tokyo. “We are working very hard to re-
invigorate the Israel-Diaspora tie. If they’re
not traditional, it’s strange for them to sup-
port the synagogue,” he observes.

“I want to create a sense of Jewish belong-
ing for people who are far away from
home, and to create a warm feeling for
those for whom this is their first contact
with the Jewish world.

“The nature of the community is quite tran-
sient, and even the rabbis are transient,”
says Rose. “In part, | am a caretaker to en-
sure the continuity and survival of this
community.”

Reflecting on the ever-busy JCC, which
caters to the gamut of Jewish identified —
both Japanese and foreign, Rose con-
cludes: “This is klal Yisrael (the entire Jew-
ish people) at its finest.”

History of David Sassoon

Library
by V. R. Rjgaonkar

The David Sassoon Library and Reading
Room in Bombay, the first building to
come up at the southern end of the Espla-
nade in the historic Fort area of Mumbai
has, since its completion in 1870, been a
landmark in the city of Mumbai. It is listed
as a Grade | building under the Heritage
Regulations of the Mumbai Municipal
Corporation Act 1995.

Originally, the Institute was conceived as
the “Bombay Mechanics’ Institute” in 1847
by some young mechanics working in the
Royal Mint and Government Dockyard as
an association to promote knowledge and
learning. The objective was to set up a li-
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brary and museum of mechanical models
and architectural designs as well as to or-
ganize lectures and discussions on science
and technology.

The Institute began in a room in the old
clock tower above the entrance to the
Government Dockyard, Marine Street,
Fort. It was shifted to a room in the Fort
area, then back to its original clock tower
room and finally to its present venetian
Gothic building. At the front of the build-
ing is a 12 foot wide arcade, the central
portion of which, being one floor higher
than the rest of the building, formsa clock
tower. Nestled behind the building, a re-
landscaped small verdant garden serves as
a wonderful outdoor, reading and relation
area for the Institute’s members.

The Library owes its beautiful building to
the generosity of Sir David Sassoon, the
great Merchant Prince of Bombay of those
days, who gave a donation of Rs.60,000/-
in 1863 to the Mechanics’ Institute to pro-
vide it with a suitable building. The Gov-
ernment gave a like amount and leased at
a nominal rent an excellent site on the Es-
planade measuring 1,485 sq. yards. It was
designed by Colonel F.A. Fuller, Govern-
ment Executive Engineer to whose genius
the city owes some of its most remarkable
buildings. The building was formally
opened on March 24, 1870 as the renamed
“The David Sassoon Mechanics’ Institute.”

In spite of the passage of decades, the phil-
anthropic involvement and interest in the
well-being of the Library of the Sassoon
family and the larger Jewish community
in India and abroad continues to this day.

The Library has a collection of about
45,000 books in English, Hindi, Marathi
and Guijarati. A part of this is a priceless
collection of old and rare books, the old-
est dates back to 1798. The process of
computerization is well underway and
some major projects that the Institute looks
forward to are microfilming and the instal-
lation of Internet access facilities. A har-
monious blending of tradition and moder-
nity is what the Library has worked to
achieve and maintain through all its efforts
to restore what has existed and to install
these facilities that a modern library needs.

One fact that deserves special mention is
that the David Sassoon Library Building,
with the generous financial help of corpo-
rate houses, trusts and individuals, is the
first of the Grade | Heritage monuments
to undergo conservation recently. Also, the



