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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was founded
in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor.......uuvivviviiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeee $1,000
FPALION e 500
Corporate Patron .........ccceeeevvieiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee 500
Corporate SPONSOT cuss vesssssummnsss s suns sos 250 to 499
Corporate Member ...........cccceeeevvnnnnn.. 250 to 499
K SPONSON ettt 100
REgUIAr MEMIDBE e sansnnsnsosonss cussns iosssnsune 50
LiDraries .....eeeeveeenieeeiie e 50
ACAAEMIC evieeiiieeeiieesiie et 30
Senior CitiZeNnS...coceveeeieeeeeeiecieee e, 25
53145 (2151, RS, 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points Fast three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE HISTORICAL
EXHIBIT ARRIVES IN KAIFENG

written by Matt Trusch
edited by Professor Xu Xin

After months of delay, the Sino-Judaic Institute’s historical ex-
hibit has finally found its home in Kaifeng’s new Riverside Scene
Park. Three buildings in the Park are to be set aside for exhibits
on Kaifeng’s Jewish history, and the Sino-Judaic Institute’s exhibit,
shipped from Palo Alto to Beijing to Kaifeng, is to span two sto-
ries of a building in the middle.

Riverside Scene Park is Kaifeng’s new 337,000 square meter cul-
tural theme park, located in the city’s northwest corner, and
modeled after the Northern Song (960-1127) painting “Riverside
Scene in Qingming Festival” by Zheng Zeduan. Represented are
the Northern Song capital’s city gate, rainbow bridge, ancient
streets, shops, canals, docks and boats — arranged somewhat ac-
cording to the original painting. Song handicrafts are for sale,
and folk performances entertain throughout the day.

Investment in Riverside Scene Park amounted to around 60 mil-
lion Chinese yuan with the Kaifeng Tourist Authority investing
45% and Mr. Wang Haidong’s private Zidi Company investing
55%. Kaifeng’s Mr. Wang previously befriended Mr. Gerald Finkel,
a Jewish investor from Chicago, during a Hainan lIsland invest-
ment project, and then when Mr. Wang agreed to invest in the
Riverside Scene Park, Mr. Finkel ensured that the Park would
have a Jewish exhibit. The Jewish exhibits now occupy three ad-
jacent buildings. The first building holds paintings by Kaifeng
artists Yu Zhengge, Zhang Zhaomin, Wang Xianxian and Liu Bo,
reenactments of historic and legendary tales. Displayed are the
Jews' arrival along the Silk Road, their settlement in Kaifeng, their
meeting with the Song emperor who bestowed the eight families
with seven surnames, the Rabbi’s prayers that brought rain dur-
ing a drought, their meeting with the Empress Dowager in the
late Qing, etc. Also in the first building, a model of the syna-
gogue was commissioned for 20,000 yuan, based upon the draw-
ing by Jean Domenge, S.)., a Jesuit missionary, in 1722. The sec-
ond building will house the Sino-Judaic Institute’s exhibit on the
Kaifeng Jews, an important contribution to both local and inter-
national visitors. Approximately 40 pictures and their respective
English and Chinese captions will be displayed on two stories.
Included are old family photos, maps, artifacts, historical docu-
ments, diagrams of the synagogue, etc., prepared and donated
by the Sino-Judaic Institute in memory of Mr. Leo Gabow, the
founding president of the Institute. Professor Xu Xin translated
the majority of captions into Chinese. The exhibit was last dis-
played in October 1998 in Beijing, and arrived in Kaifeng in No-
vember with the assistance of Elyse Beth Silverberg from the U.S.-
China Industrial Exchange Inc. in Beijing. Mid-December 1998,

(continued on page 5)

A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

OLD CHINA HANDS TOUR

TO CHINA AND HONG KONG
by Sheila and Kurt Weinbach

[On October 5, 1998 a group of 40 traveled from Vancouver,
Canada to China. The trip was organized by Frank and Nadia
Ognistoff of Vancouver. The following are some of the impres-
sions of Kurt who lived in Tientsin (Tianjin) 1941-1949 and his
wife and daughter who were visiting for the first time.]

On October 5", we traveled to China together with our daughter,
Susan, and 38 other members of the “Old China Hands” tour
group. This unusual group gets its name from its unusual origins.
Over half of the group, nearly all of whom are Jewish, were born
or raised in China, and now live all over the United States and
Canada. The remainder were family members or friends. Kurt
was born in Austria, but fled to China in 1941 to escape the
Nazis. Several others had also left Europe for China as children,
while many were born in China to parents who had fled the
communist revolution in Russia.

The Jewish community remained in China throughout the war,
then began departing in the following years. Kurt and his parents
left for Israel in 1949, after the communist revolution and civil
war, and eventually made his way to Rochester in 1957. Here
they joined his late brother, Bert Weinbach, Bert’s wife Mina,
and their children. Mina and their two oldest children were born
in China. We were married in Rochester in 1960 and our two
children Susan and David were born here.

Others in our group left China for Israel, Australia, Canada, the
US, and other destinations. For most members of our group, in-
cluding Kurt, it was their first time back in half a century. It was
also a time for emotional reunions and a non-stop game of ‘Jew-
ish geography,” with people finding connections through friends
and even relatives.

The tour took us to Beijing, Tianjin, Xi-an, Shanghai, Guilin, and
Hong Kong, alternating between tourism and homecoming. We
visited the traditional tourist sites, such as the Great Wall and
Forbidden City in Beijing, the terra cotta soldiers in Xi-an, and
the Li River in Guilin. Unlike other tours, though, it was also an
opportunity to visit childhood homes, schools, clubs, and syna-
gogues. Despite all of the changes and new building that have
taken place, most of these places still exist, and many people,
including Kurt, were invited inside of their old homes by the
current residents. Both of the apartments where Kurt had lived
are still standing, as are the Jewish Club (though not for much
longer) and the synagogue. It was a very emotional and special
experience for all of us. Everywhere we went the local people

(continued on page 5)
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FROM THE EDITOR

One of the great joys about this avocation
is seeing what people will submit for pub-
lication.

Months ago | received a letter from one,
David E. Feldman, of Long Beach, NY. He
was writing at the recommendation of Vera
Schwarcz. Feldman had a manuscript of a
novel he had written based on the life of
his uncle, Howard Hyman, who had been
a U.S. soldier in China during World War
Il and had met Mao and Zhao. He was
looking for a publisher for the entire work
— which, of course, SJI could not be.

I must admit | did have a vision of Charles
Dickens flash before my eyes as | consid-
ered serializing his novel. Ultimately, how-
ever, | decided it was enough of a risk for
us to break with tradition by publishing
some excerpts of his work.

So here, for the first time in this publica-
tion, is a work of fiction along with a real
life account, excerpted from China Today,
of the man who inspired it. Interestingly,
originally Feldman had had to disguise his
Chinese characters’ true identities in his
novel and, indeed, change a historical
memoir into fiction. Now that all has been
revealed in China Today, perhaps he will
publish the factual story as well. And - if
anyone knows of a publisher for Feldman’s
work, please let him know, care of this
journali.

Lastly, speaking of distinguishing between
truth and fiction, let me recommend the
review of City of Light by Igor Rachewiltz
and our own Donald Leslie, in this issue.

Anson laytner

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sino-Judaic Institute:

Hil My name is Tova Lane. | am a
Frum (traditional religious) twelve-
year-old girl. | live in Monsey, NY. |
am interested in corresponding with
Jews around the world. If you know
of any Jewish girls or women who
would be interested, you can send
me their address(es) at: Tova Lane,
17P Edison Ct., Monsey, NY 10952.

Thank you, Tova
P.S. I can write in Hebrew or English.

Points East
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Anson Laytner, Publisher
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She corralled the children to the other side
of the dirt courtyard and called as she ap-
proached the doorway.

“Favorite Uncle!”

As she entered, the bottle was grabbed
from her hand. Uncle’s front room was
filled with people!

Only they were strangely quiet.

“Little girl, sit down. Uncle cannot hear

"

you.
One of her cousins interrupted. “Or, if he
can, itis only his spirit, which has no time

for you.”

Shiyan realized that everyone was dressed
in white.

Uncle-who-knew-everything was dead.

Someone on the radio was selling War
Bonds. Winston Churchill exhorted
America to ‘give him the tools’ so that he
might ‘finish the job.’

Francis folded her arms, smiled and shook
her head. “What was it your friend, Benny,
said? ‘Everyone knows that all Japanese are
nearsighted and if they can’t shoot straight,
how can they win a war?’ “ He said that,
right?”

Henry took a deep breath, looking not at
Francis but at the off-white tiles on her
mother’s kitchen wall. From the radio on
the window sill a liquorice stick clarinet
danced around a melody. “But he didn’t
mean it. He was kidding, saying America
will win the war because...” he hummed
along with the melody, then went over to
the old upright his mother, who had played
in silent movie houses, practiced on. With
one finger, he picked out the tune.

“Well?” Francis’s eyes brightened. She
turned from the kitchen table to look at
him. He was a handsome boy, whose short,
wavy hair and olive skin gave him a Medi-
terranean look and whose deep brown eyes
were often filled with character and laugh-
ter. Now they were sad, yet adoring. It did
not matter that she wore no makeup. To
Henry, Francis was beautiful whatever

adornment she did or did not wear.

Francis thought of makeup and jewelry as
unimportant, not because she was confi-
dent in her beauty but because being beau-
tiful was unimportant. The facts of a cir-
cumstance, the opinions and actions of a
person were far more relevant than appear-
ances. Hearing that she was attractive with-
out makeup or jewelry was an insult to her
intelligence, her personality, her goals.

“I think I've got that.” Henry played the
melody again, this time adding chords
played with the left hand.

“I'm waiting to learn how you can tolerate
what Benny said.”

“Do you care so much that he insulted the
Japanese? We are at war with them now,
you know. You've got to understand Benny;
in his way, he was being patriotic.”

“All well and good, but he ought to be
more patriotic to those he has something
in common with.”

“He’s an American.” Exasperated, Henry
ran his fingers back through his curly, black
hair. He stopped suddenly and held up a
finger for silence. “Yup. Wait, no. Oh, sure.”

“What? You hear something?”

“Woody Herman. That's who that is. I'm
almost sure.”

“Patriotism is all well and good, Henry, but
Benny ought to be more in touch with what
goes on around him. He ought to be more
in touch with his own life!” Her lips tight-
ened and her dark eyes held his for a long
moment. She turned away and her ebony
hair followed, bouncing lightly on her deli-
cate shoulders. Henry tried not to let the
pleasure he felt just watching her show on
his face.

“Francis, | wanted to have a nice evening
before | shipped out. Can’t we talk about
what normal couples talk about?”

“Is that what we are to you? A normal
couple?” Francis shook her head. “My goal
is not to be half of a normal couple.” She
went to the window and switched off the
radio.
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“Francis, while I'm away, it’d mean a lot
to me if we could have ... an understand-

”

ing.

She shook her head. “How can we have
an understanding if you don’t understand
me?”

“But | do-"

“My family and friends have to work too
hard to put a roof over their heads and food
in their mouths while other folks who
hardly work at all are driving fancy cars
and eating caviar barely a half mile over
there.” She pointed towards the window.
“This you understand?”

“Sweetheart,” Henry grinned. “Downtown
is that way.”

“See how seriously you take this?” She
went to the window and looked down on
the Bronx street. “I just don’t think we can
have an understanding when one of us
doesn’t understand. You care about silk
shirts and cars and going to the theatre and
what kind of end table goes with the
sofa....” She shook her head. “I'm sorry
Henry.”

Henry looked at her. He was so proud of
her knowledge and opinions, but at the
same time, there was a place for politics
and a place for more important things and
he wanted to tell her exactly that, but what
he said was, “If that's the way you want it,
Francis....”

(continued next issue)
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