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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was founded
in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:
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*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $
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SOME THOUGHTS ON OUR POLICY
TOWARD THE JEWISH RELIGION -
INCLUDING A DISCUSSION OF OUR

POLICY TOWARD THE KAIFENG JEWS
by Xu Xin

[This document was submitted by Prof. Xu to various Chinese
governmental agencies to argue that the Jewish religion be one
of the officially recognized religions. At present, only Buddhism,
Daoism, Catholicism, Protestantism and Islam are so recognized,
albeit with certain restrictions. Al Dien, translator.]

Since the beginning of the Openness Policy, the relationship and
interaction of our country with the Jews has continuously grown.
Because of the distinctive characteristics of China and of the Jew-
ish people, and because of the fascination Chinese society has
for the Jews, more and more Jews have come to China to visit, to
invest, to do business, to work, to study and to live. According to
incomplete statistics, at present more than a thousand Jews al-
ready live in Beijing and Shanghai. Quite a few other cities have
a number of Jews living in them. With the unique quality of Jew-
ish culture and their particular customs, because our country lacks
facilities connected with the Jewish religion, Jews who have come
here to visit, to work and to study, especially those who have
brought their families here to live, feel that there are great incon-
veniences. It is this point which to some degree has restricted the
number of Jews who wish to come to China to visit, to work and
to study, and especially, to live in China. In order to preserve
their own cultural practices and tradition, a number of Jews who
live here have already organized and at set times carry out activi-
ties connected with their religion. On the approach of every
Jewish festival those who have come to China to visit enquire
about and seek Jewish places of worship. | hope that Beijing and
Shanghai, those great cosmopolitan cities, will be able to have
regularized and formal places of worship organized by the Jews

(continued on page 7)
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WITH CHANCELLOR SCHROEDER IN

OHEL RACHEL SYNAGOGUE

by Pan Guang
translated by Luo Ailing

On November 3, 1999, at 5:30 p.m., German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder arrived in Ohel Rachel Synagogue in Shanghai and
became the first German leader to visit this historical site. | had
the honor of escorting him for the fifteen-minute visit.

Founded by Sir Jacob Sassoon in his wife’s memory and conse-
crated in 1920 by Rabbi W. Hirsch, Ohel Rachel Synagogue was
once a religious center of the local Jewish community. The build-
ing opposite to the synagogue was the famous Shanghai Jewish
School founded by Mr. Horace Kadoorie in 1932. As the largest
remaining synagogue in the Far East, Ohel Rachel Synagogue
can hold almost 1,000 people for services. In 1998, the Shang-
hai municipal government spent 600,000 RMB on restoring the
temple. Since then, many distinguished guests, including the US
First Lady and the Israeli President, have visited the synagogue
and the photo exhibition “Jews in Shanghai” inside the syna-
gogue designed and made by our Center of Jewish Studies Shang-
hai (CJSS). But the German Chancellor’s visit is especially signifi-
cant because the majority of Jewish refugees in Shanghai during
wartime came from the Nazi Germany and its occupied area.

The Chancellor headed for the synagogue quickly as soon as he
got off the bus. It is very unusual for a state leader to tour in a
foreign city by bus. Taking advantage of the less than two-minute
time, | gave a brief introduction to him about the history of the
temple. Entering the synagogue, Mr. Schroeder looked around
for a few seconds. Then he walked toward the photos. According
to the pre-arrangement with the German side, | first took three
minutes to say a few words about the general history of the Shang-
hai Jewish community, and then took seven minutes to give an
introduction in detail about the Jewish refugees from Central

(continued on page 11)
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SJI MEMBERSHIP

Country Total
United States 311
Israel 14
China 12
England 11
Canada 6
Hong Kong 5
Australia 5
Germany 3
Taiwan 2
Japan 2
Indonesia 1
Italy il
South Africa 1
Switzerland 1
TOTAL: 375

FROM THE EDITOR

Kicking off volume 15 of Points East and
the Y2K Year of the Dragon issue is a com-
pelling article by our friend, Prof. Xu Xin,
in which he advocates a re-evaluation of
China’s official policy toward Judaism and
the Kaifeng Jews. Also on the front page is
an account by another Chinese friend, Prof.
Pan Guang, describing the visit to Shang-
hai of German Chancellor Schroeder. In
my opinion, these two men are central to
the work being done in China by Chinese
scholars on various aspects of the Jewish
experience there. Each in his own way has
established a strong, vibrant program that
combines education, publications, and
advocacy. They truly are our partners and
colleagues.

But think, for a moment, how much more
effective these two great men and many
others would be if a single entity could be
formed in China that would deal with the
Kaifeng Jews, the Shanghai/Harbin/Tianxin
experience, China-Israel relations, publi-
cations, higher education, and other mat-
ters. Wouldn't their efforts be strengthened
if they were somehow to establish such
an association? Of course, | do not know
the realities of the situation in China or
how things operate in their cities and in-
stitutions, but, in my ignorance, this idea
seems to make sense. There is strength in
unity — and there can be diversity as well.

Atthe same time, turnabout is fair play, and
we must ask ourselves about the prolifera-
tion of organizations based outside China
that seek to do similar things. There is our
wonderful Sino-Judaic Institute, the China/
Judaic Studies Association, the Igud Yotzei
Sin (Association of the Former Residents
of China), the Council on the Jewish Ex-
perience in Shanghai, and others too.
Wouldn’t things be easier for our Chinese
friends if they could communicate through
one central address? Wouldn't it be easier
for researchers, travelers, and assorted web-
surfers to access us collectively rather than
separately?

My hope for the next millennium — just to
make sure we give ourselves enough time
—is that, both in China and abroad, those
with an interest in the intersection of things
Chinese and Jewish will be able to tran-
scend factionalism and build strong, col-
lective, mutually supportive organizations.

Anson Laytner
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BOOK NOOK

of China and the Middle East, 1949-1998
by Anthony Alexander Loh; The Israeli
Communist Party’s Policy toward the
People’s Republic of China, 1949-1998 by
Aron Shai; The Hong Kong Connection in
Sino-Israeli Relations by Reuven Merhav
and Yitzhak Shichor; The Crucial Year
1991 by E. Zev Suffott; The Establishment
of People’s Republic of China-Israeli Rela-
tions: Broader Implications for Southeast
and South Asia by Moshe Yegar; South Asia
and People’s Republic of China-Israeli Dip-
lomatic Relations by P.R. Kumaraswamy;
The Chinese Factor in the Middle East Se-
curity Equation: An Israeli Perspective by
Yitzhak Shichor; Conclusion: From
“Peoplehood” to “Nationhood”: An Uphill
Battle for Chinese and Jews by Jonathan
Goldstein, A Selected Bibliography on
Sino-Israeli Relations by Jonathan
Goldstein and Frank Joseph Shulman; In-
dex.

Jonathan Goldstein is Professor of East
Asian History at the State University of
West Georgia and Research Associate of
Harvard University’s John K. Fairbank Cen-
ter for East Asian Research. He is the au-
thor of Philadelphia and the China Trade
1682-1846 and editor of America Views
China: American Images of China Then
and Now (1992) and The Jews of China
(1999).

To order, call toll free, 24 hours a day, 1-
800-225-5800 (in USA) or
www.greenwood.com.

New Edition of Strangers Always - a Jew-
ish Family in Wartime Shanghai; author:
Rena Krasno; publisher: Pacific View Press,
Berkeley; Format: Pocket Book 5-1/2" x 8-
1/2"; Includes photographs; price $19.95;
Tax (only for California residents) $1.60;
Shipping and handling in US: $2.50; Over-
seas: $3.50.

Please order from Rena Krasno, 255 S.
Rengstorff, apt. 106, Mtn. View, CA 94040,
USA, Telephone/Fax: 650-967-8948.

New Publications on Shanghai

from Refuge in Shanghai, Oct. 1999
published by the Council on the Jewish
Experience in Shanghai

Far From Where? Jewish Journeys from

Shanghai to Australia, by Antonia Finnane.
Melbourne University Press, 1999. ISBN
0-522-84846-X. Paperback, 256 pages,
$29.95.

Strange Haven: A Jewish Childhood in
Wartime Shanghai, by Sigmund Tobias.
University of lllinois Press, 1999. ISBN 0O-
2520-2453-2. Hardcover, 192 pages,
$23.95.

Die Celbe Post, Herausgeber A.J. Storfer.
Reprint of the first seven issues (1939) with
notes by Paul Rosdy. Verlag Turia & Kant,
Vienna, 1999. ISBN 3-85132-210-X. Paper-
back. 160 pages, 298 Austrian schilling.
Shanghai, a novel by Michele Kahn, trans-
lated from the French by Stefan Linster.
Ullstein Verlag, Berlin, 1999. ISBN 3-550-
08274-6. Hardcover, 450 pages, DM
48.00.

Japanese Diplomats and Jewish Refugees:
A World War Il Dilemma, by Pamela Rotner
Sakamoto. Praeger Publishers, Westport,
CT 1998. ISBN 0-275-96199-0. Hardcover,
216 pages, $39.95.

Fluchtort Shanghai: Erinnerungen 1938-
1948, by Ernest G. Heppner, translated
from English by Roberto de Hollanda.
Weidle Verlag, Bonn, 1998. ISBN 3-
931135-32-2. Paperback, 283 pages, DM
42.00.

Zwischen Theben und Shanghai: Judische
Exilanten in China, Chinesische Exilanten
in Europa, edited by Hajo Jahn. Oberbaum
Verlag, Chemnitz-Berlin, 1998. ISBN 3-
928254-06-5. Hardcover, 255 pages, DM
36.00.

Knapp davongekommen: von Breslau nach
Schanghai und San Francisco, by Wolfgang
Hadda. Hartung & Gorre, Konstanz, 1997.
ISBN 3-89649-090-7. Paperback, 258
pages, DM 39.80.

David Ludwig Bloch, Holzschnitte-Wood-
cuts, Shanghai 1940-1949, edited by Bar-
bara Hoster. Monumenta Serica. Sankt
Augustin, 1997. ISBN 3-8050-0395-1. Pa-
perback, 249 pages, DM 65.00.

Nicht einmal einen Thespiskarren:
Exiltheater in Shanghai 1939-1947, by
Michael Philipp and Wilfried Seywald.
Hamburger Arbeitsstelle fur deutsche
Exilliteratur, Hamburg, 1996. ISBN 3-
9802151-3-X. paperback, 142 pages, DM
20.00.

Die Masken fallen/Fremde Erde, zwei
Dramen aus der Emigration nach Shang-
hai 1939-1947, von Hans Schubert und
mark Siegelberg, edited by Michael Philipp
and Wilfried Seywald. Hamburger

Arbeitsstelle fur deutsche Exilliterature,
Hamburg, 1996. ISBN 3-9802151-3-X.
Paperback, 142 pages, DM 20.00.

10-Article Colloquium Conference Vol-
ume Published

Sino-Judaica: Jews and Chinese in Histori-
cal Dialogue, the outgrowth of an interna-
tional Colloquium initiated by the Center
for Jewish Studies at Nanjing University,
co-sponsored by Nanjing University and
Tel Aviv University, and held in Nanjing,
October 11-19, 1996, was recently pub-
lished by Tel Aviv University.

The conference volume, edited by Aharon
Oppenheimer, co-director of the confer-
ence and professor of Tel Aviv University,
includes a selection of 10 papers delivered
at the conference. The first five papers deal
with the Chinese, Jews, and Judaism. The
second section covers turning points in
Jewish history.

Table of Contents:

|. The Chinese, the Jews, and Judaism

1. Confucianism and Judaism: A General
Comparison, by Fu Youde, Shangdong
University

2.Chinese Research on Jews in China, by
Xu Xin, Nanjing University

3.A Distant, Putative Pair: Chinese and
Jews in Jewish Perspective, by Yaacov
Shavit, Tel Aviv University.

4.The Chinese People’s Knowledge of Jews
in the First Half of the Twentieth Century,
by Xiao Xian, Yunnan University.

5.0n the Early History of Hebrew in China,
by Shelomo, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

I. The Turning Points in Jewish History
1.Exile and Restoration: The Biblical Tra-
dition of the Ten lost Tribes, by Yair
Hoffman, Tel Aviv University.

2.Judaism: From Temple to Text, by Aharon
Oppenheimer, Tel Aviv University.

3. What Difference Does It Make Whether
the Torah Was Revealed Through Moses
or Through Ezra? By David Weiss Halivni,
Columbia University.

4.The Merkavah Tradition and the Emer-
gence of Jewish Mysticism, by Rachel Elior,
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
5.Some Effects of the Holocaust on Israeli
Society and Foreign Policy, by Dina Porat,
Tel Aviv University.




