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of the film is devoted to Epstein’s life, be-
cause “Eppy and my dad lived in such dif-
ferent Chinas. | needed . . . to reconcile
our unforgettable dream life in the con-
cessions with the other China, the China
we round eyes were willing to ignore and
leave and Eppy wasn't.”

It is unclear what conclusions Ronald has
drawn about social activism based on the
glimpse into Chinese life given to him by
his amah and by his comparison of the
careers of his father and Epstein. Epstein
suffered greatly in the Cultural Revolution
but remains unbittered toward China. Is
Ronald therefore more or less committed
as an activist? Is he, like the Soviet Com-
munists, disdainful of Maoism as “a so-
cialist revolution gone awry?” Has he re-
jected socialism altogether? Since the
viewer is left in the dark as to why Ronald
became disenchanted with aspects of so-
cial activism in the 1960s, it is even harder
to discern what he has learned by his more
recent investigation of family history.

While this beautifully photographed docu-
mentary may have great sentimental sig-
nificance for the Levaco family, it has lim-
ited utility in the social science classroom.
The viewer is teased and then left guess-
ing as to the resolution of Ronald’s per-
sonal quest. Epstein’s story, including his
imprisonment during the Cultural Revo-
lution, has been told elsewhere. His piece,
On Being A Jew in China, delineates the
cultural richness, diversity, and pathos of
Jewish life in pre-revolutionary China: the
Yiddish newspaper in Harbin for which
his father wrote; the multiple ideologies
within the Jewish community, ranging
from Epstein’s Bolshevism to varieties of
Zionism and religiosity; the ever-present
danger of anti-Semitism emanating from
Czarist Russian sympathizers in Tianjin,
Shanghai and the Manchurian railway cit-
ies. The Epsteins, and presumably the
Levacos, were present in China during the
notorious anti-Semitic kidnapping and
murder of the Russian-Jewish pianist
Simon Kaspe in Harbin in the 1930s and
the Hailar pogrom of 1945. yet these as-
pects of Chinese Jewish life do not appear
in Ronald Levaco’s account, wherein the
only images we have of Jews in China are
as rich capitalists or revolutionaries.
Epstein’s much more comprehensive por-
trait was presented in 1992 as a lecture at
Harvard University. It was published in |s-
rael in 1995 in the Bulletin of the Igud
Yotzei Sin and in my book, The Jews of
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China, (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe Publish-
ers, 1999).

Most importantly from a pedagogical point
of view, the complex historical questions
of the Chinese Cultural Revolution, for
Marxists and non-Marxists, for Westerners
and Chinese, as suggested above, are only
glossed over in this film. Those questions
are analyzed in the extensive and readily
available publications of Roderick
MacFarquhar, Stuart Schram, Merle
Goldman, Christina Gilmartin, and others.
Those four scholars in particular have made
those issues their life work.

*Dr. Jonathan Goldstein is Professor of History
(East Asia) at the State University of West Geor-
gia, Carrollton, Georgia. His books include:
America Views China (1991) and The Jews of
China and China and Israel, 1948-1998 (both
1999).
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In Search of Jewish
Traditions and
Communities:

A Journey to India

Please join tour guide Dr. Kenneth
Robbins, a well-known authority on the
Jews of India, for a very special trip to India,
January 10-26, 2001. In addition to visiting
major attractions such as the Taj Mahal,
Delhi, and Jaipur, the tour will focus on
Jewish sites and communities of India:
Bombay, Cochin, the Konkan coast, and
Ahmdabad.

For more information, contact Sarah
Biswas at International Ventures and Travel,
551 Fifth Ave., #1923, New York, NY
10176-0180; 212-557-5886 or 800-338-

2624; or sarah@ivat. com.

Join The Sino-Judaic Institute

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-
political organization which was founded in 1985 by an international group of

scholars and laypersons.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in
supporting our endeavor. Our annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor

*Patron

Corporate Patron
Corporate Sponsor
Corporate membership
*Sponsor

Regular membership
Libraries

Academic

Senior citizens & students

$1,000
500
500

250 to 499
250 to 499
100
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50

30

25
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*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael
Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China: A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above

plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and to receive Points

East. Enclosed is my check for $
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Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive., Menlo Park, CA 94025
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MENASHE’S CHILDREN

COME HOME

by Wendy Elliman
reprinted from Hadassah Magazine,
October 1999

“But it doesn’t matter whether people make the way
home easy or hard, because God helps us,” she says
in her calm and gentle manner. “We're a patient
people. We've waited almost 3,000 years; we can wait
a few years longer.”

Thangsom is part of a new immigrant community in
Israel that now numbers 340. They are known as Bnei
Menashe, or Shinlung, names acquired at different
stages of their long journey. The first signifies their
belief that they’re descended from the Israelite tribe.
According to their tradition they lived as part of the
Hebrew nation till the days of the First Temple, when
they fled east from the Assyrian conquerors of 744
3.C.E. and, 400 years later, farther east still from the
armies of Alexander the Great, through Tibet and into
China. Believing they were the only Jews left, they
lived quietly under the Chinese until the Middle Ages.
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by Marcia Miller
“As vast as the sky
As spacious as the sea”

ACTS OF CONSCIENCE

MORE ON FENG SHAN HO

by Carl Nolte
excerpted from The San Francisco Chronicle,
23 March 2000

For nearly 25 years, Feng Shan Ho lived the quiet life
of a retired gentleman in San Francisco’s Richmond
District.

Neighbors would see him often, out walking nearly
every day with his wife. They knew he was a pleas-
ant old man, active in his church. Some people knew
he was a retired diplomat, and that explained his
courtly manner.

What they did not know was that he was a hero, one
of a handful of diplomats who had risked their ca-
reers in the darkest days of Nazi Germany to save
Jews from the Holocaust.

Now, Feng Shan Ho, the nearly forgotten diplomat,
is being honored with an exhibition at San Francisco’s
Temple Emanu-El. Next month, he will be one of 75
men honored at the United Nations for issuing exit

Late in the thirteenth century they were threatened
once again — by the conversion to Christianity. They fled south to
Indochina, where they acquired their second name. For two gen-
erations they found refuge in a remote valley of caves; Shinlung
means cave dwellers. The Chinese eventually found them, seized
their holy parchment (which they believe was the Torah) and
drove them into today’s Thailand and Burma. From here many
migrated into the north Indian provinces of Mizoram and Manipur,
where it is estimated 1.25 million to 4 million live today. There
are 10,000 actively Jewish Bnei Menashe in 13 towns. Of this
number 3,500 have formally converted to Orthodox Judaism.

“We never felt we belonged in India,” asserts Ruth Thangsom,
25, Esther’s sister. The family comes from Manipur and their fea-
tures, like those of other Bnei Menashe, are Mongolian. “We felt
lost. We don’t look like Indians, we don’t think like them or iden-
tify with them. We were sojourners. We always knew we be-
longed to the land and people of Israel. In college, when | was
studying for my B.A. in English literature, | used to think: What |
want more than anything is to be in Israel, where | can live ac-
cording to the Torah and the mitzvoth.”

“] grew up with a longing to be Jewish and to come to Israel,”
ays Esther, a psychologist who is studying social work. “I used to
tell my friends at boarding school in New Delhi: “I’'m not Indian.
It's a geographical and political mistake that I’'m here. One day,
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I'll live in Israel.

(continued on page 7)

visas, transit visas and other documents that saved
thousands of Jews from murder at the hands of the Nazis.

These men are called “Righteous Diplomats” and their work “Vi-
sas for Life.” There is a strong tradition in the Jewish faith of
keeping memory alive and honoring righteous people, said Eric
Saul, the director of the Visas for Life project, which seeks out
and recognizes these people.

“This old man we saw on the street, out walking, was one of the
great heroes,” Saul said. “History wouldn’t permit us to forget
him. It wouldn’t let us let him go.”

Ho was a modest man who attained the great old age of 96 in
relative obscurity. Not until his death in 1997 and a couple of
lines in his obituary did anyone learn about how he had saved
thousands of lives when he was Chma s consul general in Vienna
from 1938 to 1940.

Ho felt that calling attention to good deeds somehow dimin-
ished them. “He thought if you do something good and talk about
it, it could not be that good,” his daughter, Manli Ho, recalled
the other day.

Feng Shan Ho was one of those eyewitnesses to history, born in
Hunan province in 1901 in the twilight of the old imperial China,
orphaned as a child and taken in by Norwegian Lutheran mis-

(continued on page 8)
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FROM THE EDITOR

Little did | know when | ran a brief ar-
ticle on Ho Feng Shan in our last issue
that | was dealing with a newly discov-
ered “Righteous Gentile.”

In this issue, we are featuring a much
more in-depth article on this fascinating
man, a Chinese diplomat who had stud-
ied in Germany during the early Nazi
period, actually met Hitler, and yet chose
to help Jewish refugees. By his deeds, he
joins Zwartendijk and Sugihara as one
of the few in the world’s diplomatic corps
who put saving human lives ahead of
their countries’ political agendas. Like
Sugihara and Zwartendijk, it seems that
Ho was also a very modest man. Perhaps
that is the mark of a true hero?

But Ho's story also raises interesting ques-
tions. To what degree did his being raised
by missionaries affect his willingness to
help Jews escape Europe? Many years
later, after serving in the KMT’s diplo-
matic corps for several decades, he ap-
parently had a falling out with the gov-
ernment in Taiwan and chose to spend
his remaining years in San Francisco. The
article does not specify the cause. Was it
a matter of principle or something more
mundane? Was his choice of San Fran-
cisco a matter of simple preference or a
form of self-exile? Ho's story clearly begs
for more study.

This issue also offers one of the last pieces
that Boris Bresler ever wrote. Prof. Bresler
died earlier this year and perhaps it is
fitting that his article looks to the future
of cooperative Sino-Judaic research. Our
next issue will feature a tribute to this
activist and scholar in our field.

Anson Laytner
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by writing to Professor Nina Haeems, c/o
Vacha Trust, 5 Bhavana, S.V. Road, Opp.
Golden Tobacco, Vile Parle West, Mumbai
400 056.

Professor Nina Haeems is coming out with
the book, Rebecca Reuben 1889-1957. If
you are interested in purchasing a copy
make your personal check for $18 out to
the Vacha Trust and mail to: Professor Nina
Haeems, Vacha Trust, 5 Bhavana, S.V. Road,
Opp. Golden Tobacco, Vile Parle West,
Mumbai 400 056. Ask for the book,
Rebecca Reuben 1889-1957.

Quest For The lost Tribes. This video
shows the Bene Israel, their Eliahu Hanavi
ceremony, the Jews in Manipur, China, and
other Lost Tribes. This video is available
for $29.95 from A&E, POB 2284, South
Burlington, VT 05406; telephone 1-800-
423-1212.

Desi: South Asians in New York. This video
shows some of us in New York. You could
get it as a gift by becoming a member of
Channel 13, 356 West 58™ Street, New
York, NY 10019; telephone 212-560-2888.
Lost Tribes of Israel. This video shows Tu-
dor Parfitt and Neil Bradman doing genetic
testing on the Lemba Tribe of South Africa.
This video costs $19.95. It is available from
WGBH, POB 2284, South Burlington, VT
05407; telephone 1-800-255-9424.

... Pan Guang:

We published two new books on Jewish
Studies recently in Chinese.

1. The Revitalization of the Jewish People
(Youtai Minzu Fuxing zhilu) by Pan Guang,
Yu Jianhua and Wang Jian. Shanghai Acad-
emy of Social Sciences Press, 1998, 333
pages. Price: RMB 22:00; Postage: USD
4:00 for seamail; USD 8:00 for airmail.
ISBN 7-80618-432-5/k.270.

2. The Jewish Civilization (Youtai
Wenming) by Pan Guang, Chen Chaonan
and Yu Jianhua. Chinese Social Sciences
Press, 1999, 394 pages. Price: RMB 25:00;
Postage: USD 4:00 for seamail; USD 8:00
for airmail. ISBN 7-5004-2592-9/k.432
Contact: Center of Jewish Studies Shang-
hai (CJSS); Fax: 86-21-53510041; e-mail:
gpan@scrap.stc.sh.cn

Briefly Noted:
Jewish Exile in India: 1933-1945. Edited

. by Anil Bhatti and Johannes H. Voigt. New

Delhi, Manohar. 195 pp. Price not stated.
It was less “exile” than “refuge” — a rela-
tively unexplored and less-well-known

chapter of the escape from the Nazis just
before and during World War Il to an In-
dia governed by a not-too-sympathetic Brit-
ain requiring visas and treating Jewish refu-
gees with German or Austrian passports as
“enemy aliens.” The sources of the articles
and information in this book include pa-
pers presented at symposia at Nehru Uni-
versity in New Delhi in March 1985.

Unlike the open port of Shanghai, wartime
home for more than 17,000 German, Aus-
trian and Polish Jews through the Japanese
post-Pearl Harbor occupation, who were
designated “stateless” (in a well-docu-
mented experience), the few hundred Jew-
ish refugees allowed a haven in India were
regarded as “subjects” of the Nazi-domi-
nated areas they fled.

This book is highly detailed in its survey
of this less-known aspect of Jewish refuge
from the Nazis and thus a “valuable”
source of research and information of in-
terest to historians of the period and even
the general reader interested in it.

Jews of Cochin-India by Joshua Benjamin.
Published in 1999. To get this 35 page
booklet, consider making a donation to the
Jewish Welfare Association, New Delhi.
Please make your personal check out to
the Jewish Welfare Association, New Delhi
and mail to: Mr. Joshua Benjamin, A-7
Nirman Vihar, New Delhi 110 092, India.

The Reform Jewish Movement in India. by
Ezra Moses. Cost per publication (includes
shipping, handling and postage) is $6.50
in US funds. Please make check out to the
order of Ezra Moses and mail to: Ezra
Moses at 3303 Don Mills Road, Suite
1201, Toronto, ON M2J 4T6 Canada. This
is a brief history of the only Reform/Lib-
eral Jewish congregation in India, which
was established in 1925.

The history tells of the formative years of the
congregation and the difficulties and ob-
stacles it faced in its infancy, despite which
it never gave up hope. The movement was
strengthened with the visits of rabbis from
abroad, especially with encouragement
from the World Union for Progressive Ju-
daism. However, India’s political Hindu-
Moslem riots resulted in a fire in January
1993, which destroyed the sanctuary and
all the sacred books, documents, etc.

The congregation, which continues to be
a vibrant community, is now attempting
to rebuild. Therefore, the author hopes to
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donate a reasonably large share of the re-
ceipts from the sale of this book to the Jew-
ish Religious Union, Bombay, India.

VIDEO CORNER

Review of Round Eyes in the Middle King-
dom. A film by Ronald Levaco. Distributed
by First Run/Icarus Films, 153 Waverly
Place, New York, NY 10014; 212-727-
1711. 1995. VHS Video. 52 minutes.
Color and black-and-white footage plus
black-and-white still shots. $390 for edu-
cational institutions plus $10 shipping cost
within the continental United States.

by Jonathan Goldstein*
reprinted with permission from Education
About Asia, Spring 2000

Ronald Levaco, a member of the Depart-
ment of Cinema at San Francisco State
University, spent over six years producing
his autobiographical film, Round Eyes in
the Middle Kingdom. He has assimilated
his father Ben’s extraordinary black-and-
white movies and still shots of pre-Revo-
lutionary China with historical footage and
with interviews Ronald made in the 1990s
with Israel Epstein. “Eppy,” Ben’s boyhood
friend in Tianjin, became a revolutionary
and remained in China in 1949 when the
Levacos emigrated to the United States.

From beginning to end, the film is as much
about immigration to the United States as
it is about China. The Levaco family origi-
nated in Russia. According to Ronald, his
father “saw China as a refuge on his way
to the United States.” Ben found employ-
mentin Tianjin with a Chicago-based firm.
The family lived in opulence in the for-
eign concessions while awaiting their
American passage, a voyage delayed until
1949 by the Japanese invasion of China.

The Levacos ultimately reach Chicago.
Ronald matriculates at an unnamed Ameri-
can college where he becomes involved
in “the protests of the sixties.” He tells the
viewer that “those of us who struggled
against the administration for reforms iden-
tified ourselves with revolutionaries. But |
wasn't able to submit to the rigid leader-
ship even of the student movement |
worked in and supported. Instead, |
threaded my own path through a Califor-
nia college strike.” As part of his quest to
define his American social consciousness,
he then examines his Chinese roots. Much



