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ABSTRACT -

[Editor’s Note: The following is an abstract
of the unpublished dissertation by Dr.
Heinz Eberhard Maul on Japan and the
Jews, Study on the Policy of the Empire of
Japan towards the Jews during the period
of National Socialism 1933-1945. A copy
of this manuscript has been deposited in
the SJI collection at the Hoover Archives
of Stanford University.]

Despite a traditional belief in racial equal-
ity, the Japanese policy towards the Jews
during the period of Nazism was one of
ambiguity, combining maintaining a dis-
tance from and a tolerance towards foreign-
ers. Japan also tried to utilize the alleged
Jewish abilities (alleskonner) for the ben-
efit of Japan’s militaristic expansionism.
Finally, for Tokyo, the Jewish encounter
became a problem due to the enormous
influx of Jewish refugees into Asia and the
massive pressure applied by Japan’s Nazi
ally to solve the problem its way. The Japa-
nese policy towards the Jews, unlike that
of the Nazis, was free of any trace of re-
pression leading toward extermination. For
European Jews, the Japanese empire was a
temporary haven.

Sino-Judaica Vol. 3

We are pleased to announce the appear-
ance of Sino-Judaica: Occasional Papers of
the Sino-Judaic Institute, vol. 3 (2000); 232
Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025;
$20 to members, $25 to non-members.
Volume 3:

A Study of the Evidence of Jews Entering
into China (translated from Wenwu 1991.6,
pp. 74-80), by Lin Meicun

Eight Centuries in the Chinese Diaspora:
The Jews of Kaifeng, by Erik Zurcher
Identity Discourse and the Chinese Jewish
Descendants, by Mathew A. Eckstein
Revealing the Holocaust through Oral His-
tory: The Necessity of Interviewing Survi-
vors, by Steve Hochstadt

The Shanghai Ghetto: Two Accounts of
Refugees in China, by Patricia Kalman

Volumes 1 and 2 are still available.

Vol. 1 (1991): $9 to members, $15 to non-
members.

Vol. 2 (1995): $15 to members, $20 to non-
members.

There is a charge of $2 postage and han-
dling for each volume; $5 for mailing out-
side North America.

Volume 1:

Radhanites, Chinese Jews, and the Silk
Road of the Steppes, by Nigel Thomas.
The Role of Confucian and Jewish Educa-
tional Values in the Assimilation of the
Chinese Jews of Kaifeng, Supplemented by
Western Observer Accounts, 1605-1985,
by Wendy Abraham.

The Confucianization of the Chinese Jews:
Interpretations of the Kaifeng Stelae Inscrip-
tions, by Andrew H. Plaks.

Delving into the Israelite Religion of
Kaifeng: The Patriotic scholar Shi Jingxun
and his Study of the Origins of the Pluck-
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ing the Sinews Sect of Henan, by Kong
Xianyi.

Volume 2:

The Rise of Silas Aaron Hardoon (1851-
1931) as Shanghai’s Major Individual Land-
owner, by Chiara Betta.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the Jews, by Rena
Krasno.

The Shanghai Society for the Rescue of the
Chinese Jews, by Donald D. Leslie & Maisie
Meyer.

A Plan to Settle Jewish Refugees in China,
by Bi Chunfu & Ma Zhendu (eds.)

Three Prominent Sephardi Jews, by Maisie
Meyer

Willi Tonn: The Fighting Scholar of Shang-
hai, by Weiyan Meng.
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THE LAST EMPRESS
by Orli Azulai-Katz
excerpted from Bulletin-Igud Yotzei Sin
June/july 2000

The place of honour in the impeccably cared for home of the
Israeli ambassador in Beijing, Ora Namir, belong to two sculp-
tures: those of the Goddesses of Health and Poverty. When Ora
bought them in an antique shop during her trip to one of the
remote provinces of China, she did not even know what they
represent. She just fell in love with their beauty and decided to
add them to the collection of sculptures she purchased during
the four years of traveling all over China. Now her collection
had grown into a veritable self-styled museum in the spacious
drawing room of her residence in the capital’s center. Dozens of
sculptures made of bronze and wood grace the museum: smiling
faces, sad faces, faces in pain and anguish. And an orange-painted,
twelve-armed Buddha watches over them from aside.

Ora is busy these days, packing her beloved sculptures in crates,
specially ordered for them to travel with her back to her home in
Israel, now that her four-year diplomatic service in Beijing draws
to an end.

“| feel that | have exhausted myself to the end here,” she says,
“and | hanker for home. | miss all my friends in Israel. | miss
Israeli culture.”

| spent six days with Ora Namir in Beijing, and when | was liter-
ally falling off my feet, she continued running on. Ora tries to
utilize all her remaining time in Beijing to tie up loose ends. She
meets and entertains as many people as possible, goes to fare-
well banquets and parties thrown in her honour by local officials
and colleagues, members of the Beijing diplomatic corps.

People in Israel don’t know about it, but The Beijing Daily, a
newspaper with the largest circulation in China, recently rated
ambassador Namir among the 10 most famous persons in the
country.

When Namir walks in the gigantic Tiananmen Square, many rec-
ognize her and come up to shake her hand. “Yi Selieh (Chinese
for Israel) — good!” “Good Yi Se-lieh!” they say to her, and she
gives them a broad smile.

She has a style of her own and an impressive personality,” says
deputy foreign minister, Zhe Fading, “she has a lot of political
experience, and | can say that the historical visit of our president
to Israel is in more than one way a result of her endeavour. Dur-
ing the four-year term of her service in Beijing, she had certainly
advanced our relationship with Israel tremendously.

(continued on page 8)
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HANS J. ARONS’ STORY

by Patricia Kalman

[Editor’s Note: In 1991, while doing research about the Jews of
Kaifeng, Patricia Kalman stumbled upon a story concerning Jew-
ish refugees interned in Shanghai during World War Il; she had
not heard about this aspect of the war before and had difficulty
finding information about that community. After inquiring at a
San Francisco holocaust oral history project near where she lived,
she learned that there were many Shanghai refugees living in the
San Francisco Bay Area. To better understand what happened,
she decided to capture their stories through interviews. She also
has personal connections to Shanghai which made this story more
meaningful. Her husband’s parents met and married in Shanghai
after the war and hoped to remain there and raise a family. How-
ever, after the political climate changed, they left for the United
States. Ms. Kalman and her husband visited Shanghai in 1986 in
search of his parents’ roots. The following are selections from a
collection of these oral histories which she plans to publish ]

Hans . Arons was born on September 1, 1914 in Hanover, Ger-
many. After his mother died when he was four, his father moved
to Berlin and Hans was sent to live with his grandparents in a
small town called Weener, in the northern part of Germany.
Weener had a Jewish community of about thirty families, and his
grandfather was the president of the synagogue for thirty-six years.
Hans attended Jewish school, high school and then went on to
study horticulture at the Israelitische Gartenbauschule in Ahlem
near Hanover. In 1934 he passed his gardener’s examination un-
der the Nazi Horticulture Commission. This interview took place
on November 14, 1991 on the eve of the louisiana election for
governor.

Anti-Semitism grew and grew in Germany. You could see it. You
could feel it. | was twenty years of age and | wanted to go to
Palestine. Many of my friends already left for Palestine and |
thought that with my profession — 1'd like to go there too. | visited
my father in Berlin and | asked him to give me money. But it
didn’t happen. He said, “I won't give you any money. You're not
going to Palestine. Hitler is not going to do anything to the Jews.”
But he was wrong. He was an officer in the First World War on
the Russian front. He thought that Hitler (would do) nothing to
the Jews in Germany, whatsoever. At that time it was 1934.

I went to work for a gentile farmer in a place called Jastrow.
Many other Jewish people also worked for this Catholic farmer.
We did plowing and other things. We were treated nicely until
the Nazis came in September before the High Holy Days.

We had no idea that they were coming. The Nazis knew where
we were because we had to be registered wherever we went in
Germany. And they found out that on this particular farm this

(continued on page 8)
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FROM THE EDITOR

This year, the seasonal rush of Jewish holy
days combined with our moving to a new
house to produce an especially chaotic
time. It took many weeks to get my com-
puter up and running, to find the files |
needed, etc. etc. Nonetheless, finally, |
was abk o getthisnew issue ofPoints
East together for your reading pleasure.

However, the joys of the holidays and the
excitement of moving were overshadowed
by the sad and painful developments in
Israel/Palestine. Having worked, in my
own way, for peace and reconciliation be-
tween Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs,
I had high hopes for what Prime Minister
Barak might be able to accomplish. Never
had an Israeli government been so open
to Palestinian claims.

Instead of standing on the brink of peace,
Israelis and Palestinians now stand on the
brink of renewed war, seemingly as far
apart today as they were during the origi-
nal intifada. Sadly, there are strong forces
in both nations that apparently prefer to
continue hostilities rather than to resolve
their differences — no, who must have it
all their way or risk having nothing in the
long run.

Itis times such as these that make me wish
| were a fundamentalist Christian. Why?!
Because only they can look at the current
bloodshed, with the risk of an ever-wid-
ening war, on the eve of the true begin-
ning of the new Christian millennium, and
see in this tragic situation the hope of “Ar-
mageddon” and the “Second Coming.”
Would that | could see any hope in so
pointless a conflict! But, to paraphrase my
mother-in-law, when you consider the al-
ternative, what can one do but continue
to have hope?

So, my prayer for the new year is that the
violence and killing will end and that both
parties will return to the negotiating table
soon and take things up where they left
off. May the Palestinians get their long-
delayed state; may Israel gain its long-
sought security and peace; may Jerusalem
become a true “City of Peace,” shared
God-knows-how; and may both people
live long and prosper.

Anson Laytner
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This is an important reference tool divided
into four distinct subject areas:

|. Traditional Chinese Awareness of Jews:
Chinese Research on Jewish Diasporas in
China, by Xu Xin.

An Investigation of the Date of Jewish
Settlement in Kaifeng, by Wei Qianzhi,
translated by Roger Des Forges.

New Trends and Achievements in Chinese
Research on Ancient Chinese Jews, by
Wang Yisha, Translated by Albert E. Dien.
An Overview of Chinese Oppressions of
and Attitudes Toward Jews Before 1949, by
Xiao Xian.

Il. Memoirs

Shanghai: A Woman’s Eyewitness Report,
by Illo L. Heppner.

The Relations Between the Western Euro-
pean Refugees and the Shanghai Resident
Jews, A Personal Memoir, by Ernest G.
Heppner.

Growing Up Jewish in Manchuria in the
1930’: Personal Vignettes, by Alexander
Menquez (pseud.).

On Being a Jew in China: A Personal Mem-
oir, by Israel Epstein

My Developmental Years in China: Josef
Tekoah, Interview conducted by Steve
Hochstadt.

From Berlin to Tianjin, by Heinz Dawid.

Ill. Research Guides:

Cemeteries of the Kaifeng Jews, by Phyllis
Horal.

The Hebrew University’s Research Project
on Jewish Communities in Modern China,
by Irene Eber.

New Information on Shanghai Jewish Refu-
gees: The Evidence of the Shanghai Mu-
nicipal Police Files, National Archives and
Records Administration, Washington, D.C.,
by Maricia R. Ristaino.

Polish, Russian and U.S. Consular Records
from Shanghai about Jewish Refugees: An
Interim Report, by Jonathan Goldstein.

IV. Bibliography

The Chinese Jews and the Jewish Diasporas
in China from the Tang period (AD 618-
906) through the Mid-1990s: A Selected
Bibliography, by Frank Joseph Shulman.

Frenchtown * Shanghai — Western Archi-
tecture in Shanghai’s Old French

Concession
by Tess Johnston & Deke Erh; $58.00
reviewed by Tess Johnston

We truly think Frenchtown * Shanghai is
our best yet. We think it is a fitting swan
song for the Erh-Johnston team. The book
is loaded with Deke’s gorgeous photo-
graphs of the old villas and lane houses of
Frenchtown and, thanks to the contribu-
tions of Old China Hands, we have a
plethora of old photographs and docu-
ments to liven up the story. In sum, we
think the book brings you the best of the
Concession and of the Westerners who
lived there.

Also in the works:

Shanghai, Summer, 1937 — The Second
Shanghai War, a collection of black and
white press photos by Malcolm Rosholt,
first published in 1937 and seen nowhere
since. And, in cooperation with Rena
Krasno, author of Strangers Always, her
second Shanghai-themed book: The Last
Glorious Summer: Shanghai to Japan,
1939. This is a first-person narrative based
on her experiences and incorporating let-
ters from her father, who remained in
Shanghai that last leisurely summer.

Am Rande der Geschichte — Mein Leben
in China

(On the Periphery of History — My Life in
China)

by Ruth Weiss

Zeller Verlag, Osnabruck, ISBN 3-535-
014900 DMS8.

reviewed by Rena Krasno

Ruth Weiss, born in 1908, was the only
child of a well-to-do Jewish family in
Vienna. As a young woman, she was par-
ticularly drawn to Chinese history and cul-
ture. In 1933, she decided to travel to
Shanghai, remain there 6 months and work
as a free-lance journalist.

In Shanghai, Weiss ‘fell in love’ with the
Chinese people and ended up spending
most of her life in China. She soon became
friends with a circle of left-wingers, among
them: Rewi Alley, Agnes Smedley, Dr.
George Hatern and Mrs. Sun Yat-Sen. She
studied Chinese and wrote articles for
Chinese and foreign newspapers. She
fought against social injustice in China,
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which she and her group attributed to
Confucianism and the excesses of the
Chiang-Kai-Shek regime.

In 1937, Weiss moved to Chengdu (capi-
tal of Sichuang Province) where she
worked as secretary, teacher and lecturer.
She continued her journalistic and literary
work. She married her Chinese fiancé, Hsu
An, who later left China to pursue studies
in the U.S.A. After 6 years in Chengdu,
Weiss was offered a job in China’s World
War Il capital, Chungking, where she re-
mained till 1945. She then returned to
Shanghai.

In the meantime, Hsu An had fallen ill with
tuberculosis and Weiss decided to visit him
in the U.S.A. There she obtained a posi-
tion in the United Nations Secretariat. Two
children were born to her and her hus-
band. In 1951, Weiss returned with her
children to China. Her husband refused to
join her and they later divorced.

In her book, Weiss speaks openly about
China and the Cultural Revolution. She is
an admirer of Chou Enlai. Her memoirs
record her extraordinary life.

Alltagsleben und Kulturaustausch-
Deutsche und Chinesen in Tsingtau 1897-
1914 is in both German & Chinese lan-
guages.

The Deutsches Historisches Museum-Ger-
man Historical Museum, Berlin followed
its earlier scholarly and tremendously suc-
cessful publication about Tsingtau (filled
with illustrations and old photos), now has
issued another publication on Tsingtau.
This later title carried no illustrations but
focused on the little known yet extremely
strong cultural exchange and interaction
between Germans and the Shantung resi-
dents.

Limited copies are issued, only some 250
copies are still available and they are only
on sale on the Deutsches Historisches
Museum’s website: www.dhm.de. Postal
address: Deutsches Historisches Museum-
GmbH, Zeughaus, Unter den Linden 2, D-
10117, Berlin.



