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the Order of Jesus in 1773 (restored in
1814), Macau had lost its driving force; for
the energetic Jesuits provided excellent
education for the children and community
literati and invested in commerce to sup-
port their activities. Their forts and can-
non fire in 1622 turned the tide of battle
against the Dutch Protestants. Any Jews in
Catholic Macau had to be careful, such as
using Portuguese names as Jacoby tells of
Shanghai friends.

Since the place has been religiously toler-
ant, Jews in Hong Kong did not have to
hide their faith. Some Jews prospered
greatly, such as the late Lord Lawrence
Kadoorie (1981), the only male peer from
HK. While the British are culpable in many
ways, which my 1999 book makes clear,
they fostered educational and medical sys-
tems in HK, especially from the 1970s. Be-
ginning in the 19th c., Catholic and Prot-
estant missions developed excellent
schools, which continue today with 100%
government funding. U.S. Congregation-
alists opened HK’s first school in 1841. In
1912, the entire HK community, Ameri-
cans, Britons, Chinese, Jews, Parsees, etc.,
united to found the University of Hong
Kong, the harbinger of other Western insti-
tutions of higher learning in China. HKU
incorporated the HK College of Medicine,
a private school started by humanitarian
British and Chinese physicians and whose

first graduate was Dr. Sun Yat-sen, China’s
revolutionary father.

While the Portuguese may have been more
laissez-faire towards the Chinese than the
British, Portugal’s weak state as compared
to Britain’s world stature dictated the ad-
ministrative style of Macau, a fly speck with
shallow harbor. Deriving most of its rev-
enues from gambling concessions in the
past and today, and notorious in the late
1990’s for gang wars and murders, the
backwater never induced relations be-
tween colonials and the Chinese as in HK,
a vital beehive of international commerce
and finances. Portuguese sought work in
HK, Shanghai, and elsewhere as clerks and
middle managers and earned respect but
far lower pay than counterpart Brits. In
Shanghai’s social hierarchy for Westerners,
the Anglo- Americans stood at the top,
Germans and French just next, and the
Jews and Portuguese at the bottom . . .

Since Portugal was neutral during World
War I, the Japanese did not occupy Macau
but still suffered tremendous deprivation
because of China’s degradation. Its hu-
mane governor, Colonel Gabriel Mauricio
Teixeira, permitted Chinese, British,
French, German, etc. refugees to overflow
the six-square-mile settlement. Chinese
refugees alone numbered a million or
more. With farsightedness, Teixeira stock-

Points East

piled goods, such as cloth, machinery, and
fuel, that he expected the Japanese to need
during the long war and bartered them for
refugee basics, such as rice and firewood.
Yet, with insufficient resources for such a
huge refugee population over four years,
Macao suffered greatly and cannibalism
has been charged.

Monsignor Manuel Teixeira of Macao told
me about WW-Il Macau in 1996. He also
told how Japanese soldiers trooped in and
out of Macau unannounced to make de-
mands and frighten everyone. Smugglers
supplied food to those who could afford
the exorbitant prices. Governor Teixeira
turned over all of Macau’s gambling rev-
enues to refugee relief during the war.
While honored in Macau and Portugal, his
name is unknown elsewhere.

As the above summary may show, the Por-
tuguese have much to regret but can boast
some moments of greatness during their
442-year possession of Macau. We shall
see how it progresses as an adjunct of the
People’s Republic of China.
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SUN FO’S PLAN TO ESTABLISH A JEWISH
SETTLEMENT IN CHINA DURING WORLD

WAR I REVEALED
by Xu Xin

During World War 11, 6,000,000 Jews died in the Holocaust
caused by Nazi Germany. Because of this, it is believed that “The
world stood by in silence, witnessing the outrage perpetrated by
the great German Power.”

However, documents from the Second Historical Archives of
China in Nanjing' reveal that the Chinese government during
World War Il was very sympathetic to Jewish refugees and took
action to assist them by having a plan to set up a settlement in
Southwest China as a replacement for those who were suffering
in German-occupied countries in Europe in 1939.

The program, though it was implemented due to the compli-
cated situation of WWII, shows that Chinese were sympathetic
to the Jews and tried to assist them in time of need.

The program was proposed by Dr. Sun Fo (Sun Ke), the son of Dr.
Sun Yat-sen, and Chairman of the Chinese legislative body at the
time. History shows that both the father and the son were sympa-
thetic to the Jewish struggle and endorsed the Zionist movement
on behalf of the Chinese people.

In 1920, Dr. Sun Yat-sen wrote a letter to N.E. B. Ezra, then secre-
tary of the Shanghai Zionist Association, to express his support
for the Jewish national cause. His letter says: “I have read your
letter and the copy of Israel’s Messenger with much interest and
wish to assure you of my sympathy for this movement which is
one of the greatest movements of the present time. All lovers of
democracy cannot help but support the movement to restore your
wonderful and historic nation which has contributed so much to
the civilization of the world and which rightly deserves an hon-
orable place in the family of nations.”

In 1947 Dr. Sun Fo wrote to endorse once again the Zionist move-
ment. His letter goes: “I wish to state that the Zionist Movement
is championing a worthy cause. | am glad that the late Dr. Sun
Yat-Sen’s sympathy for, and support of, the movement have pro-
duced results. As a lover of democracy, | fully endorse my late
father’s views.”

The proposal was proposed after the annexation of Austria to the
Reich in March 1938, the fruitless Evian Conference on Jewish
Refugees in July 1938, and the Crystal Night — 9" November
1938. As a result, hundreds of thousands of Jews were trying to
find a country permitting them entry. The situation became very
critical for those helpless Jews.

(continued on page 7)
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FENG SHAN HO
by Monto Ho

(Talk given at the Hanukkah Service, presided by Rabbi Dr. E.
Ferdinand Einhorn, on December 21, 2000, Taipei, Taiwan)

On October 25, 2000, my father, Feng Shan Ho, was given the
“Righteous among Nations” award of Yad Vashem. Manli Ho and
I will go to Jerusalem to receive the award for him on January 23,
2001. This is the highest award of Israel for non-Jews who helped
the Jews during the Holocaust.

How did this remarkable event come about? How did a Chinese
diplomat become an honoree of the Jewish people? My father
was born on July 28, 1901 and died on September 28, 1997 in
San Francisco. He came from a poor but educated family. His
father died when he was seven years old and he was supported
by his mother, who worked as a practical nurse in the Norwegian
Lutheran Mission in Yi-Yang in the province of Hunan in the in-
terior of China.

The Norwegian Lutheran Church established there an extensive
compound consisting of a church, a hospital, a primary and
middle school, a school for the blind and deaf, and an orphan-
age. This compound was located in the beautiful “Valley of the
Peach Blossoms,” or Tau-Hwa Lun. Without the support of the
missionaries, my grandmother would have had no livelihood and
my father would have had no education. He received all his pri-
mary and secondary school education in Tau-Hwa Lun and gradu-
ated from Hsin-Yi Middle School.

Though from a poor and undistinguished family, as can happen
in China throughout her long history, when you achieve scholas-
tically, there is a way out of poverty and anonymity. During his
second year in the middle school (at that time the middle school
course consisted of four years), there was a school wide compe-
tition for a prize in English. My father participated as an under-
classman and received the first place of the competition. He be-
came famous on campus and his teachers took note of him. After
graduation from middle school, the Mission provided him with a
scholarship to attend the college of Yale in China, which was
100 kilometers away in the provincial capital of Changsha. This
was an American college certified in Connecticut for offering a
college course in China and hence highly competitive.

The third event, which proved his academic mettle, was the pro-
vincial examination for graduate studies in Germany in 1929.
Two full scholarships were at stake. He took the examination and
placed first in the province. This enabled him to spend three
years of study at the University of Munich in Germany where he
majored in politics and economics. He received his Ph.D. in 1932,

(continued on page 8)
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FROM THE EDITOR

Not since we published Zhang Qianhong’s
article, Discussion of the Commercial
Character of the Jewish People, (PE 14:2
July 1999) have we had the opportunity to
print an article from a Chinese source
which, on the one hand, is clearly friendly
and supportive of the Jewish people while,
on the other hand, it indulges in standard
Western anti-Jewish stereotypes, accepting
them at face value.

We owe Prof. Xu Xin a debt of gratitude
for rescuing from history’s dustbin Sun Fo’s
proposal to create a Jewish haven in China
during World War II. | think everyone will
agree that the proposal is a historical curi-
osity, a fact that will surely impress friends
at the next party. The thinking underlying
the idea is a strange mixture of philo-
Semitism based, at least in part, on anti-
Semitic stereotypes. Noble aspirations of
saving an oppressed people are balanced
by national and economic self-interest. The
proposal is a rare find and Xu Xin has done
a wonderful job of putting it into its his-
torical context.

This inaugural issue of volume 16 has the
usual range of interesting articles, plus a
goodly number of letters to the editor. Let
me state for the record that as a volunteer
editor, it is all | can do to review and se-
lect submissions, layout, and proofread the
copy. | don’t have the knowledge to check
articles’ content beyond the most basic
information that | possess. | rely on all of
you, dear readers, to set the record straight.
In this day and age, | believe this is called
“interactive media.”

Enjoy.

Anson Laytner
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densely populated area reverberates with
the noises, smells, and sights of the free
market, the many vendors and shops, and
the voices of people from around the world
mingling with the Chinese. And in its cen-
ter, carved in Hebrew, Chinese, and En-
glish, sits a monument to the stateless refu-
gees of Hongkou.

| have a sense of something extraordinary
in this work — an outpouring of Jewish af-
fection toward the people of China and a
renewed interest from both cultures in their
historic relationship. Their story defies our
assumption that both peoples lived an iso-
lated existence that would have had noth-
ing to do with one another. Miraculous
forces brought them together to create a
remarkable friendship that continues today.
The Israel-China Friendship Society brings
Chinese students to Israel for study, and
increasing numbers of Jews are choosing
to emigrate to China to live and rebuild
Jewish communities that once thrived.

Only a year ago, | could never have guessed
| would be corresponding with Jews and
Chinese worldwide who desire to know
one another. | return in April/May 2001 to
lead a second tour to Beijing, Kaifeng,
Luoyang, the Yangtze River, and Shanghai.
I lead a third to Beijing, Xi’an, Guilin, and
Shanghai in July 2001. Regent China Tours
is actively working to create a Kosher Food
Service for China’s mainland by 2002 with
the hope of making it possible for many
more Jews to experience China. And | con-
tinue to prepare future visits to other areas
of the country where the Jewish presence
is remembered and honored, including the
Silk Road and the revered Shandong prov-
ince, home of Confucius, with whom the
Jews of Kaifeng felt a particular bond and
whose precepts they chose to include
within their traditional Jewish rituals.
Shandong Province is also home to an ex-
quisite statue, memorial, and hospital
named after Jakob Rosenfeld, a Jewish phy-
sician and Holocaust survivor who became
ageneral in Mao’s army and who is deeply
revered in China for having saved the lives
of Chinese soldiers and peasants alike.

| look forward to my return and hope to
be able to say that the relationship between
the Chinese and Jewish people continues
to grow brighter in love and understand-
ing of one another throughout the ap-
proaching decades.

Katzen-Guthrie’'s website (http://
www.joyfulnoise.net) contains one of the

largest collections of Jewish-China Infor-
mation and links on the internet, as well
as a photographic walk-through of her first
China Jewish Heritage Tour in June 2000
and photos and information regarding her
2001 tours. She may be reached at 727-
785-4568 or 1-800-354-1302, or by e-mail
at joyfulnoise@earthlink.net.

Stephen Levin of Regent China Tours may
be reached at 727-367-1885.

More on Macau and the
Portuguese
by Albert H. Yee

As interesting as Sasson Jacoby’s (PE, Fall
2000) article, “The Portuguese in China,”
is, some amplification is called for, espe-
cially regarding the fourth paragraph,
which says:

“The Portuguese in their worldwide co-
lonial rule never assumed the “white man’s
burden” as did the British, and their style
was more gentle and relaxed; they did not
frown on intermarriage with local popula-
tions, thus minimizing racial problems. It
is as well to note that the Japanese did not
even occupy Macao during the Pacific
War.”

During my years of teaching at the Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong, | conducted
much research in Macau, a fascinating his-
toric site as Sasson Jacoby suggests. My
chief interests were: (1) the Jesuits and
their missions in Macau and China; (2)
education in Macau; and (3) Macau dur-
ing the First Opium War (1839-42) for
Americans and the British. | will direct
myself to the above quote.

The conquest and colonial rule of large
parts of Africa, Asia, and South America
by the Portuguese should not be viewed
as “more gentle and relaxed” than the Brit-
ish. Once they found the route to Asia
around the southern tip of Africa, the Por-
tuguese forged their way with cold-
blooded inhumanity. As | wrote (1992, p.
2):

“. . . the Asians were repelled by the
Portuguese, bedraggled and slovenly after
many months at sea in small ships — the
Portuguese were not known abroad for
smart decorum and polished discipline
even during their heyday of glory. In 1503,
however, the Portuguese made their pres-
ence known through brute military force.
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Commanding fourteen heavily armed ships
loaded with as many soldiers as possible,
Vasco da Gama began Portugal’s century-
long hold on the lucrative spice trade by
defeating the Muslim naval forces in the
region. . . . “Vasco da Gama cut up the
bodies of casually captured traders and
fishermen, and sent a basketful of their
hands, feet and heads to the Samuri of
Calicut simply to persuade him into a quick
surrender.” When Portuguese ships sailed
into harbours they had never been, their
habit was to hang the corpses of prisoners
from the yardarms “to show that they
meant business.”

Although some Portuguese intermarried
with Africans and Asians, they enslaved
and worked many in the colonies and at
home, hardly what should be called “hu-
manizing racial problems.” Perhaps read-
ers may recall the late 1980’s movie, The
Mission, which related the tragic history
of Portuguese rule in South America. In
brief, Jesuit missionaries attending the
South American Indians were ousted by
Pompal, Portugal’s dictator, on behalf of
Portuguese seeking gold and trade. The
Indians were then hunted down, mur-
dered, and enslaved. Promised freedom if
they helped, Bantu slaves in Macau aided
the desperate defense of Macau against a
well-planned invasion by the Dutch in
1622. From time to time in South China,
| came across Chinese with decided Afri-
can features, perhaps Bantu descendants.

A Catholic stronghold, some of Macau’s
best days coincided with the prowess of
the Jesuits who used the place as a center
to train their missionaries for Japan and
then China. Before the Jesuits (recall the
novel and film, Shogun) were driven from
Japan in the early 17th century, large com-
munities of Christians could be found in
Southern Kyushu, such as Nagasaki, the
second city atom-bombed in WW II. Many
Jesuits and Japanese converts were perse-
cuted, many by crucifixion. Japanese still
visit Macau to commemorate their ances-
tors at a grave-site for Japanese who fled to
the Portuguese colony with their mission-
aries. The story of the Jesuits in China,
beginning late in the 16th c. and lasting
about 150 years, is one of the most remark-
able and tragic what-ifs in history. Seek-
ing information of importance to them,
Jesuits often visited the Kaifeng Jews, which
Michael Pollack (1998) relates at length.
Most of what’s known about the Kaifeng
Jews several centuries ago are from Jesuit
records. Even before the Pope dissolved
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