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two made the journey over land together.
The rest of the group, after traveling 20
hours by air to India, had boarded a train
for Amritsar, the home base of the Sikh re-
ligion and the site of Golden Temple. Be-
tween the bus strike in New Delhi and the
difficulty in finding taxis, group members
just barely made it onto the train.

Once in the Tibetan part of Dharamsala,
called Mcleod Ganj, the group found spiri-
tuality could almost be found by breath-
ing in the air.

One can hear the chanting from a nearby
temple as often as a cow passes along the
dirt road. The woman checking her e-mail
alongside visitors to one of the many
Internet places is likely to be a Buddhist
monk, with a red robe and shaved head.
Western practitioners of Buddhism walk
pensively, fingering wooden prayer beads.
“Free Tibet” signs are everywhere, with
guesthouses, shops and restaurants all of-
fering political pamphlets on the Chinese
occupation and how one can help.

It is said that when travelers need a refuge
from the chaos of India, they come to
Dharamsala, where it is a tad less disor-
dered.

But that being said, it is still India in all its
extremes. It is a place where a beggar with
no legs sits on the side of the road against
a stunning backdrop of green mountains.
There, too, bargaining for an exquisite car-
pet or piece of jewelry at unbelievably
cheap prices will attract a young woman
cradling two naked babies in a filthy piece
of cloth. She will wait behind you until
you complete the transaction; then she'll
follow you until you give her a few rupees.

Itis a place where upper-caste Indians from
the cities come on vacation, and women
in their expensive saris must step over the
gaping holes in the dirt road and breathe
in the stench of sewage, just like everyone
else; where a Kodak moment lies around
every corner if it's not totally obscured by
the piles of trash, much of which, in many
other countries, could be recycled.

As Rudi Halbright of San Francisco put it,
“Every time we walk somewhere, it’s an
adventure.”

The group arrived Wednesday afternoon,
April 4, with the two late members arriv-
ing the following morning. Friday was
dominated by Pesach preparations — since

no work could be done on Shabbat. Group
members pitched in with Jewish and non-
Jewish volunteers from around the world
to decorate the main building of the Yong
Ling School with original artwork and fes-
tive paper cutouts, while others chopped
garlic, onions, potatoes and carrots.

Everything was finished by 5 pm, and by
the time Shabbat candles were lit last Fri-
day at the KhanaNirvana, the arduous trek
to get here and the preparation for the
seder were all but forgotten.

Dressed in a new white outfit she bought
for $5, Naomi Fine of Oakland said
Shabbat was the first time everyone came
together as a group. “We were there with
those we knew, and those who were
strangers, but we all spoke the same lan-
guage. As the Shabbat candles got brighter,
the sunset faded into the mountains. It was
magical.”

But Shabbat also created a bit of tension.
Ohr Olam’s goal is to provide an atmo-
sphere in which the most observant and
the most secular Jew will both feel com-
fortable. It's not an easy task.

With the observant Jews needing to eat
their last chametz at a particular time, as
halachah dictates, as well as a few other
logistical matters, there was no way the
entire group could compromise on a way
to hold morning Shabbat services together.

The Chochmat group conducted its own
services on a lawn near the hotel, and later
held its own opportunities for mediation.

There were other issues. One rabbi who
had come from South Africa to teach all
week as part of the Ohr Olam project left
after the first day, convinced that the seder
and everything else wouldn’t be up to his
standards.

He attended the Chabad seder instead.

“It's painful, but not surprising,” Zak
Zaidman said. “We're a deeply Jewish com-
munity that isn’t orthodox, and when you
rub up against each other, this is bound to
happen.”

That tension — as well as the differences
between Ohr Olam and Chabad — brought
all the conflicts being played out in the
larger Jewish world to this Himalayan out-
post. Dharamsala may indeed be a small
village in India, but even so, it also repre-
sents a microcosm of the Jewish world.
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“If we can challenge each other but still
continue on and not call each other names
and walk away, then | like to believe we
can do it anywhere,” Zak Zaidman said.

The seders themselves provided an oppor-
tunity to bring people together — Israelis
and Americans, Orthodox and Renewal,
Jews and Buddhists.

The Jewish vistors were struck by the fact
that the snow-capped mountains of such
beauty, forming the backdrop for their ex-
perience, were the same mountains the
Tibetan exiles had to cross over.

Two Buddhist monks were attending their
first seder. One of the monks, S. Jumpa P,
said he appreciated the opportunity to
learn more about Judaism, as he wanted
to continue the Jewish-Buddhist dialogue.
And he was moved by Jazzy’s reference to
the 11-year-old Panchen Lama. The Santa
Monica girl had learned about his plight
from Kamenetz.

“It was very sad for me,” he said. “She is
the same age as him.”

At one point during Kamenetz's seminar,
the author was asked what had happened
in Jewish-Buddhist dialogue since that ini-
tial group of Jewish leaders met with the
Dalai Lama 11 years ago. Although a re-
union is in the works, he said, “You're the
future of the dialogue. It doesn’t have to
happen with rabbis and monks. It’s hap-
pening at all levels.”

That dialogue, too, seemed to continue
into the wee hours of the morning, as
group members got to know each other,
talking about themselves and their own
personal journeys. As Zak Zaidman put it,
“You can’'t come on a journey like this with-
out cracking yourself open in some way.”

Almost everyone remarked on the compat-
ibility of the people who came.

“The highlights for me have been the per-
sonal connections both with people in and
outside our group,” said Halbright.

Judi Stanton of Oakland said that she de-
bated at first about coming to India be-
cause Passover is traditionally a time spent
with family. But she found the group “so
open and supportive, and everyone is shar-
ing in what their journey is. We've become
like a family and a community that we can
continue to build upon when we get back.”
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HISTORY IN THE MAKING:
FIRST CHINESE JEWISH DESCENDANT
FROM KAIFENG SET TO STUDY

IN ISRAEL
by Wendy Abraham

OnJune 28, 2001, a 23-year-old Chinese Jewish descendant from
Kaifeng will disembark at Ben Gurion Airport. And when he
does, he will make history. Shi Lei, a member of the Shi clan
which dates its existence in Kaifeng to as far back as the Song
dynasty (960-1279 C.E.), will be the first Chinese Jewish descen-
dant ever to travel to Israel for the express purpose of studying
Judaism and Jewish history. Not since the London Society for
the Promotion of Christianity Among the Jews invited two mem-
bers of the Zhao clan to travel to Shanghai to relearn Hebrew
and Judaism back in 1850 has such a concerted effort to pro-
mote knowledge of their Jewish heritage been made. After an
intensive Ulpan program in Hebrew over the summer, Shi Lei
will begin his studies as a special student at Bar llan University,
the host of this historic event.

This unprecedented trip has been in the making for close to a
year, and has gone through many stages. Over a year ago at an
SJI Board meeting | proposed the idea of raising funds for getting
this particular young descendant to travel abroad to study Juda-
ism if he were to be accepted by a university in the States. | have
known the Shi family since 1983, when | first met its patriarch,
Shi Zhongyu, while leading a tour for the American Jewish Con-
gress. The grandfather of Shi Lei, Shi Zhongyu had studied at the
National Minorities Institute where he had been recognized as
being of Jewish descent. He regaled me with many stories of his
childhood and memories of family celebrations and rituals con-
nected to Judaism dating to the early 1900s when | visited alone
in 1985. One such story involved a memory of his father paint-
ing chicken blood over the doorpost of the family’s home in
Kaifeng in honor of the Exodus from Egypt, about which he knew.
This was followed by another tradition which always occurred
several weeks later, when his mother would bake cakes of un-
leavened bread, also somehow connected to the story of Moses.

Shi Zhongyu was the first one to introduce me to Wang Yisha,
curator of the Kaifeng Municipal Museum until his death in the
early 1990s. The Kaifeng Municipal Museum still houses the
only remaining steles which were erected in front of the Kaifeng
Synagogue on South Teaching Scripture Lane in the 15", 16
and 17" centuries, and which told the story of the Chinese Jews’
entry into China and religious beliefs, among other things. There
is now a second exhibit, one donated by the Sino-Judaic Institute
and the brainchild of its first President, Leo Gabow, which is
housed in a special part of the Qingming Shanghe Yuan in Kaifeng.

(continued on page 6)
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MAINER HELPS HONOR FATHER
AS HOLOCAUST RESCUER

by Jonathan Goldstein

D7 NIDIX “TON |3
PARDEN OF THE RIGHTEOUS
AMONG THE NATIONS ;

Dr. Monto Ho, of Taipei, Taiwan, and Manli Ho, of Arrowsic, Maine,
children of Righteous Gentile Dr. Feng Shan Ho, at the “Garden of the
Righteous Among the Nations,” Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, where their
father was memorialized on January 23, 2001.
by Jonathan Goldstein

What connection can there be between Manli Ho, a Chinese-
American woman married to a land surveyor in Arrowsic, Maine,
and the murder of six million Jews by the Nazis? Why last month
did the State of Israel bring Ms. Ho and her brother Dr. Monto
Ho to Jerusalem to formally honor them in partial recognition for
their deceased father’s activities in Vienna sixty-three vears ago?

The sequence of events that brought Manli Ho from Maine to
Jerusalem begins in Vienna in [938. In that year her father, Feng
Shan Ho, was a Chinese career diplomat serving in that city as
Consul General. Prior to his posting in Vienna he had had virtu-
ally zero contact with or knowledge of Jews. In March 1938,
however, when Austria was annexed to Nazi Germany, Consul
Ho received a crash-course in anti-Semitism, as Austria’s 185,000 _
Jews were subjected to a reign of terror and intense pressure to
leave the country. The Nazis were only too happy to see the
Jews go, requiring only that the emigres have a legitimate entry
visa and evidence of paid transportation to another country.

But where could these persecuted Jews go? Apart from the Do-
minican Republic, there was not a single country in the world,
including the United States, that would open its doors to these
hapless refugees. That stance of the international community
was reaffirmed in a formal vote at the Evian Conference in France
in April 1938.

(continued on page 7)
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FROM THE EDITOR

The almost forgotten story of Ho Feng Shan
continues to draw forth interest and new
articles. Dr. Jonathan Goldstein was on
hand in Jerusalem when Ho’s children
went to Yad VaShem to see their father’s
memory honored and he has written a
moving account of the ceremony there.

From remembering the past to anticipat-
ing the future, we turn to an exciting story
by Dr. Wendy Abraham on Shi Lie. Shi Lie
is the first Chinese of Kaifeng Jewish de-
scent to study in both Israel and the U.S.
Who knows what the impact of this ven-
ture will be if—and perhaps it is a big if—
Shi Lie returns to Kaifeng to impart Jewish
culture to Jewish descendents there.

This issue also has the usual smorgasbord
of delightfully tempting articles, just right
for your summer—or winter—reading.

Anson laytner

New address for me: 1823 East Prospect
St., Seattle, WA 98112-3307

Points East
Anson Laytner, Publisher
¢

Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.
The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do
not necessarily express the viewpoints and
positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.

Letters to the Editor and articles for Points East
may be sent to:

Rabbi Anson Laytner

1823 East Prospect St.

Seattle, WA 98112-3307

fax: 206-322-9141

Preferred:
e-mail:Laytner@msn.com
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Rena Krasno, Public Affairs
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Points East is published three
times a year, in March, July
and November.
Deadlines for submitting
material to be included in these
issues are January 15th,
May 15th and September 15th.
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Country Total

United States 276
China 14
Israel 12
England
Hong Kong
Australia
Canada
Japan
Germany
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Taiwan
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Italy
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We wish to express our thanks
to Jason Alter who has pur-
chased twelve gift memberships
for members of his family and
friends. Jason has had a
distinguished teaching career in
the Far East and at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii, and he continues
to be active in writing and
publishing. We appreciate the
vote of confidence in our work
that his generous donation
represents.
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Jazzy Green, an 11-year-old from Santa
Monica traveling with her parents, prefaced
the Four Questions by asking guests to pray
for Gedhun, the Panchen Lama, who'is in
line to approve the next Dalai Lama. The
youngest Tibetan political prisoner,
Gedhun is almost 11 and is under house
arrest with his parents in Tibet.

“It's important to remember him because
he doesn’t have freedom like we have,” said
Jazzy.

In another variation at the seder, the po-
tato, which was served as the karpas, was
dipped in salt, since the water here is un-
drinkable.

On the second night, Elizheve Hurvich of
Mill Valley led a more alternative seder,
with two Tibetan Buddhist monks in at-
tendance. Surrounded by the mountains
the Tibetan exiles escaped through, she
was struck by the similarities between their
exodus and that of the Jews, who fled
through the Red Sea.

“Our freedom came through the waters,
and theirs through the mountains,” she
said.

SaraHope Smith of San Francisco, who
celebrated her 34" birthday on the trip, said
she had always felt an affinity for the Ti-
betans’ struggle for freedom.

“It's so potent to be celebrating our free-
dom here.”

The long voyage to northern India began
April 1, when 14 people from the Bay Area
plus one from Los Angeles set out on a 2-
1/2 week journey to celebrate the Jewish
festival of freedom in the foothills of the
Himalayas. Most of the travelers were af-
filiated with Chochmat Haleyv, the Jewish
Meditation Center in Berkeley.

Dharamsala, the home of the Tibetan gov-
ernment in exile, has become a haven for
spiritual seeks of all sorts. Westerners seek-
ing enlightenment, Israelis on their post-
military sojourn through Asia, hippies who
have lost track of where they originally
came from and how long they’ve been
here.

The Bay Area group turned out to be seek-
ers of a different sort. All but one are in
their early to mid-30s. Most are at some
turning point in their careers or, if not, at a
point of significant change or transition.

The idea of the trip first came about when
Azriel Cohen, a Toronto native now living
in Jerusalem, came to the Bay Area in No-
vember. Cohen, who was raised Orthodox,
is the founder of Ohr Olam, an institute
he launched to cater to the huge number
of Israelis coming through Dharamsala
each year.

Cohen first came to Dharamsala in 1997,
on a research mission to find out why such
large numbers of Israelis were drawn here.
He decided to do something to aid their
spiritual quest.

For the past four years, Ohr Olam has been
hosting a seder, serving approximately 250
people, mostly Israelis. With the help of
some American expatriates who run the
KhanaNirvana Community Café here,
which hosts weekly Shabbat dinners com-
plete with freshly baked challah,
Dharamsala is no longer a one-religion
town.

What confirms it is that Chabad moved in
two years ago — after successfully operat-
ing seders for years to serve the huge num-
bers of travelers in Katmandu, Nepal, and
Bangkok, Thailand.

Those traveling in the region now have
their pick of two seders in Dharamsala. Ohr
Olam also offers seminars on Jewish teach-
ings of various types, with faculty mem-
bers ranging from an Orthodox woman
educator from a Jerusalem yeshiva to
Rodger Kamenetz, author of The Jew and
the Lotus, who was here for Passover.

Cohen'’s efforts to establish Judaism in the
heart of the Tibetan Buddhist enclave re-
ceived the Dalai Lama’s blessing in 1997,
when Cohen and his associates met with
him. And when Cohen visited the Bay
Area, he received the blessing of Zak
Zaidman, who teaches and studies at
Chochmat.

Although the initial meeting with Cohen
was only exploratory, Zak Zaidman quickly
began pondering how a group from
Chochmat could make a contribution to
the work of Ohr Olam.

“There’s a certain openness that we culti-
vate in Berkeley and San Francisco,” he
said. “l thought we could bring a piece of
our community here, knowing that there
would be a lot of Israelis and people ex-
ploring their Judaism.”

Said Smith of San Francisco, who was also
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in the planning stages: “It seems that Is-
raelis can use Buddhism to find inner
peace and then connect back to their Jew-
ish soul.”

Furthermore, Zak Zaidman recognized that
helping Ohr Olam fit into Chochmat’s
mission. Quoting one of Chochmat’s spiri-
tual leaders, founder Avram Davis,
Zaidman said, “’We're sweetening the root
of Jewish,” and a lot of that has to do with
not just doing it on a local level but every-
where.”

Moreover, since Chochmat is also a medi-
tation school, participants study other re-
ligious traditions as a means of deep-end-
ing their own. That approach meshed per-
fectly with plans for an interfaith dialogue
in Dharamsala.

When Zak Zaidman began to circulate
word of the trip, mainly to those affiliated
with Chochmat and Keneset Halev in San
Francisco, he soon had 40 names. By Janu-
ary, the trip was confirmed. As time went
on, the group dwindled to 15, the maxi-
mum number he could take.

E-mails began to circulate rapidly, discuss-
ing practical matters such as what to bring,
as well as how to get an extension to file
income taxes. The group also met before-
hand, to learn about Buddhism and Hin-
duism.

And then on April 1, the group left San
Francisco International Airport, bringing
the matzah as well as a Torah.

In The Jew and the Lotus, Zak Zaidman had
read that the Jewish delegation meeting
with the Dalai Lama in 1990 brought a
Torah with them, as a gift to the Buddhist
leader. Kamenetz wrote that he felt it kept
the travelers safe. But the Torah that group
brought was a replica. The one carried by
the Bay Area group, which is currently used
at Knesset Halev, was not.

“I loved bringing it,” Zak Zaidman said. “It's
hard to carry, because you can’t carry it like
a bag, but | never had difficulty in finding
people to carry it, and | would see them
beaming when they were holding it.”

The trip to Dharamsala was not easy, but
then traveling in India rarely is. One group
member — the writer of this story — was
delayed when an engine quite and the
plane had to return to San Francisco, caus-
ing a day-late arrival in India. Another par-
ticipant was scheduled to be tardy, so the



