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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was founded
in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor........couveveeecieeiececeeeeee, $1,000
FPAtrON ©eeeeeeeeieieee e 500
Corporate Patron..........ccceeeeeueeeeiiiiiiiiece. 500
Corporate SPoNnsor ............cceveeeeuveeennne. 250 to 499
Corporate Member ............c.cooeuvvennnn. 250 to 499
FSPONSON et 100
Regular Member .........ccoovviviiiiiiiiiieee 50
LiDraries ..o.eeeeveeeseeeeeeeceeceece e 50
ACHUETIIE consmronaressns 556555 mmmrmmmsmsnmn oo 30
Senior CitiZeNS.....oveeuieeeiie e 25
SEUAENTS ..veeeie e, 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-judaica.

I wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic-Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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SOMEONE WORTH KNOWING:
NORMAN KAPLAN

A LINK BETWEEN CHINA & ISRAEL
by Xu Xin

In 2002, we will witness the tenth anniversary of full diplomatic
relations between China and Israel.

The normalization process was long and dramatic. Although Is-
rael was the first Mideast country to recognize New China in
1950, it took nearly 40 years to establish normal relations. Dur-
ing those years, especially after 1956, China ignored gestures
from Israel for any formal contacts. Therefore, there were almost
no official channels for Chinese and Israelis to contact each other.
Although the situation began to improve at the end of 1970's,
when China adopted her reform and open-door policies, chan-

nels, especially between individuals, still needed to be estab-
lished.

After the normalization, Reuven Merhay, Israeli diplomat and
Director General of Foreign Affairs of Israel, wrote gratefully that
a number of personalities and organizations were responsible
for this positive outcome. Among those who tried and succeeded
in breaking through the deadlock one name stands out: Norman
C. Kaplan, a personal friend, a native of Cleveland and currently
Chairman and President of Calcol, Inc. He played a significant
role in breaching the wall of secrecy.

Twenty-two years ago, when Kaplan studied in a graduate pro-
gram in theoretical physics at Harvard University, he fell in love
with Chinese culture and learned to speak excellent Mandarin
without an accent. Because of this, he became friendly with post-
doctoral candidate Dan-di Wu, the first Chinese physicist to study
at Harvard. (Wu'’s father-in-law was a highly placed Chinese offi-
cial.) Both Kaplan and Wu believed that Israel and China should
become friends and establish normal relations. Their personal
friendship developed so well that two kept in touch after they left
Harvard. After a few exchanges, Wu requested that Kaplan pro-
vide assistance in establishing channels of communication for
his Chinese colleagues to contact Israeli scientists.

Pleased to comply, Kaplan forwarded Wu's letter to Yuval Neeman,
then science minister of Israel and also a theoretical physicist
whom Kaplan had met at Harvard. Neeman wrote a very warm
letter to Wu. However, the reply, had to be sent first to Cleveland
where Kaplan lived and then forwarded to Wu because Israel did
not have a postal service agreement with China at that time and
no letters could be delivered from Israel to China directly. For
the next few years, Kaplan played a role in third-party diplomacy
and served as a means of the shuttling letters between Israel and
China. By so doing, he opened an essential conduit between
China and Israel.

(continued on page 4)
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MEMORIES OF MY FATHER,
REV. MENDEL BROWN

by Henrietta Reifler

Whenever | think about my father,
which is quite often, | see his genial
smiling face which expressed his op-
timism, good nature, faith in human
nature, and tolerance.

These characteristics served him well
when toward the end of World War 1I
he was interned by the Japanese in
Shanghai. | was told by several people
who were interned with him that his
daily optimistic interpretation of the
news of the day kept their morale high.

He was a pastoral rather than a schol-
arly rabbi. Not that he was unlearned
in Jewish knowledge, for he was or-
dained by Jews College, London, En-
gland, and received a B.A. degree from

Rev. Mendel Brown,
Chaplain of the Jewish
& Unit of the] the University of London. His holiday

sermons were published by the local
press and when the owner and editor
of Israel’s Messenger, Mr. N.E.B. Ezra,
died, he became acting editor for a while. Likewise, he served a
number of years as editor of the B’nai B'rith newsletter. | think he
liked to write, because after retirement he wrote two long ar-
ticles about the Jews of ancient and modern China for the B'nai
B'rith magazine, The Monitor. Unfortunately his death in De-
cember 1949 prevented him from completing the second article.

Shanghai Volunteer
Force; Fall 1937

A man of peace, he was disturbed by the lack of friendship be-
tween the Sephardi and Ashkenazi communities. As an Ashkenazi
serving a Sephardi community, he was able to act as a liaison
and he told me that he considered his greatest achievement to be
the friendship that developed between the two communities,
especially as they collaborated to alleviate the lot of the refugees
fleeing the Nazis.

He also served as a liaison with the non-Jewish community. It
was Dean Trivett of the Anglican Cathedral, who brought him
the sad news of the death of his beloved youngest daughter, who
we later learned died in a hospital in Johannesburg a week after
arrival.

A most important part of his ministry was his role as teacher at
the Shanghai Jewish School, where he served as head of the Jew-

ish Studies Program and taught the Hebrew classes. |, of course,

(continued on page 5)
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FROM THE EDITOR

| would be remiss if | didn’t mention the
Sept. 11 terrorist attack and its aftermath
in these pages.

An ancient rabbinic saying declares that
the sword comes into the world for three
reasons. It comes when a) justice is de-
layed, b) justice is perverted, and c) when
the word of God is misinterpreted.

First there is the obvious justice. The blood

of our brothers and sisters cries out for jus-
tice against those responsible for this act.
Not only that, we owe it to ourselves, our
fellow Americans, and our fellow human
beings to prevent these people from being
able to murder and maim ever again. That
is the justice on our side.

But justice is a two-edged sword. If there
is justice on our side, there also is justice
on their side. Those who perpetrated this
violence did so from some sense of griev-
ance. Without excusing those responsible,
we must simultaneously strive to under-
stand and address the justice in their griev-
ance. We need to deal constructively with
the underlying issues in order to show
those who are driven by anger and despair
to mistakenly support the terrorists that we
are concerned about them. This is the best
way to isolate the terrorists and deprive
them their population base.

This ancient saying concludes by assert-
ing that violence results when the word of
God (literally the Torah) is misinterpreted.
If God was invoked in the perpetration of
this horrendous act, then God’s word has
been criminally misapplied. No religion
that | know of, and no truly spiritual reli-
gious leader, would ever countenance this
devastation of humanity.

Whether in the Middle East, Northern Ire-
land, Nigeria or Indonesia, or even here at
home, it is time for people of faith, genu-
inely spiritual folk—which means to be
both God-loving and life-loving—to come
together to articulate a common message
of peace and love, of justice and reconcili-
ation, such as the world has never heard

before, and probably never needed as
badly.

May the new year be sweeter than the way
it began.
Anson Laytner
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With the strong recommendation from her
second husband, she began writing about
her experience, but found herself crying
after finishing each passage. Without her
knowledge, her husband found an editor
to publish her finalized work.

She was initially against publishing it, but
was convinced by the editor, who said
people should know about her experience.

She deplores the way the Japanese are
taught about the war in textbooks.

“I'm very sorry that modern Japanese kids
don’tknow what had happened during the
Pacific War,” she said, pointing out that
they often consider themselves as victims
of the war by citing the atomic bombings,
rather than recognizing they were aggres-
sors as well.

Chagoll, who organizes annual trips to
Auschwitz, where she lost many of her rela-
tives, said she often sees many Japanese
tourists there.

“Sometimes | go up to them and say, ‘What
you must do is learn your own history be-
fore occupying yourselves with our his-
tory,”” she said. “They reply, ‘Why?’ So |
ask them, ‘Do you know the Pacific War?’
and they reply, ‘Yes, the atomic bomb.”” . .

The 69-year-old, who lost her childhood
in the Japanese camps, is an advocate of
children’s rights.

“I was never a child,” she said. “In the
camps, we children had the same lives as
adults. We had to behave like adults, but
we were kids. And we had to work.
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“The biggest humiliation for me was to be
no more than an ‘empty stomach’ rather
than a person. You are so hungry that the
stomach becomes the principle thought of
your whole day,” she said. “The second
humiliation was being deprived of educa-
tion. Every child has the right to educa-
tion.”

She produces works aimed at children and
lectures on war, racism and abuse. She also
visits Belgian prisons as a consultant, deal-
ing especially with young delinquents and
criminals.

“l don’t want to be a morality teacher,” the
petite but energetic writer said. “But I'm a
rebel. And | hope to remain one.”

Kaifeng.

cities, arranged as part of the program.

° Study of the Kaifeng Jewry

o Relations between the Chinese and Jewish people.

o Future perspectives of Jewish Diaspora in 21st Century China

Conference ® The History of Jewish Diasporas in China e International Symposium May 5 - 9, 2002
Scholars, teachers, research fellows, descendants of Jewish communities in China, and other interested parties are invited to
attend the May 5-9, 2002 International Symposium on “The History of Jewish Diasporas in China” sponsored by The Center for

Jewish Studies at Nanjing University. The Symposium, which will explore the latest discoveries, achievements, and develop-
ments in the study of the history of Jewish Diaspora in China, will be organized by and take place at two locales: Nanjing and

Participants who intend to submit papers should concentrate their subject on one of the following areas:

o Study of the history of Jewish Communities in Harbin, Shanghai, Tienjin, and Hong Kong in Modern China

The first three full days of the conference, in Nanjing, are allotted to scholarly papers and discussions. The fourth and fifth days
will consist of field trips to original sites of the Kaifeng Jewish community.

Those interested in attending should contact Prof. Xu Xin by post, fax or email. Those who intend to submit papers are invited
to send an abstract of not more than 400 words to the Symposium Secretariat at the address below by October 31, 2001. The
program committee will then send each applicant a conference program and visa invitation no later than December 31,2001.
Optional activities before and after the conference, including trips to visit Jewish related sites in Shanghai, Tienjin, and other

Mail: Prof. Xu Xin, Center for Jewish Studies, School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210093, China
Fax: 86-25-8818375 or 86-371-3823769

®  Email: xuxin49@jlonline.com or amwyen@public2.zz.ha.cn




