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Jewregated area; and. 5) a monument ex-
pressing and recording the strong surviv-
ing confidence and will of the Jewish
‘people to survive.

The study of the SJC provides a new angle
of view for the study of “foreign newspa-
per history” in China. Short of case study
and short of understanding of the diver-
sity and complexity of foreigners residing
in China and of foreign language newspa-
pers in modern history of China, Chinese
study of “foreign newspaper history” has
taken the route of oversimplification. “For-
eign newspaper” is the result of the com-
bination of Chinese and Western culture
in modern Chinese history, an important
social phenomenon occurring in the pro-
cess of Chinese social transformation from

feudal society to modern society, and from-

being closed to opening up. Studying for-
eign newspapers from this angle would
provide Chinese scholars an even better

understanding of the foreign communities .

and foreign cultures existing in the land of
China and widen their field of view. Adopt-
ing embracing and inclusive policies, they
would get a wide-open worldview.

Selected Comments by Chinese Review-
ers of the Doctoral Thesis:

For many years, | have been doing research
on Chinese Jewish people, particularly
those living in Shanghai, but | have never
seen such an excellent thesis analyzing a
Jewish newspaper so comprehensively, so
deeply and so systematically. This thesis
has filled several gaps in Jewish history,
Shanghai history, Sino-foreign journalism
communications history and cross-culture
communications history etc. It has signifi-

cant academic value.
Pan Guang, Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences

This is a doctorial thesis having a distinc-

tive style with profound content and abun-

dant literary grace...This thesis not only
opens a new angle of view and creates a
new method for the study of journalism
history, but also provides a reference for
people to observe and analyze the contra-
dictions and conflicts in the real world.
Cheng Mei, Renmin University of China

With a large field of vision, ample materi-
als, solid work in file and document con-
sultation, and correct historical conclusion,
this thesis is well grounded in study. This
article is one of the most excellent
doctorial theses on Chinese and foreign
journalism history | have read in recent
years.

Liu Jianming, Qinghua University

Another characteristic of this thesis is its
full and accurate use of data and materi-
als. They are all valuable first-hand and
original materials. The author demon-
strates the role of the newspaper in public
opinion leadership, information commu-
nication, economic activity and increasing
the Jewish people’s confidence in survival.
This thesis has a correct point of view...lIt
has actually created new value.

Xu Hong, Beijing University

From subject selection, material collection,
investigation and study, repeated delibera-
tion to forming the thesis in three-plus
years, the author has done a lot of hard
work. Success would not betray a person
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- with high aspirations and determination.

Such scientific research results in filling the

gap of Chinese and foreign journalism his-,

tory and cross-culture communications
history...This is an excellent academic the-
sis.

Bai Runsheng, Central Nationalities Uni-
versity

JOIN THE
SINO-JUDAIC
INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is
a non-denominationél,
non-profit, and non-
political organization
which was founded in 1985
by an international group of
scholars and laypersons.

Membership in the Institute
is open and we cordially
invite you to join in
supporting our endeavor.

Contact: The Sino-Judaic
Institute, 232 Lexington
Drive, Menlo Park, CA
94025.

We wish to announce the publi-
- cation of Sino-Judaica: Occasional
Papers of the Sino-Judaic Institute,
volume 4 (2003). India, Singapore,
Hong Kong, and Shanghai: Identities of
Baghdadi Jews of the Diaspora.
The contents are:
Joan G. Roland. Baghdadi Jews in In-
|- dia: Communal Relationships, Nation-
alism, Zionism and the Construction of
Identity.
Joan Bieder. Jewish ldentity in
Singapore: Cohesion, Dlsper5|on Sur-
vival.
Caroline Pliiss. Sephardic Jews in Hong
Kong: Constructing Communal Identi-
ties.

Chiara Betta. The Baghdadi Jewish
Diaspora in Shanghai: Community, Com-
merce and ldentities.

Marcia R. Ristaino. Reflections on the
Sephardi Trade Diaspora in South,
Southeast and East Asia.

This may well be the first scholarly attempt
to weave together an integrated picture of

the diaspora of Baghdadi Jews in India, °

Singapore and China between the middle
of the nineteenth century and the middle
of the twentieth century. The articles by
Joan Bieder, Joan Roland, Caroline Pliiss,
and Chiara Betta focus on issues related
to the overlapping identities of Baghdadi

Jews of the entrepreneurial diaspora
who, after leaving the Ottornan empire,
underwent a remarkable process of
Anglicization but nevertheless main-
tained strong links with their Judeo-Ara-
bic heritage. The concluding article by
Marcia Ristaino, presents a unified in-
terpretation of the Baghdadi Jewish ex-
perience in South, Southeast and East
Asia and proposes an innovative and
challenging framework to explore and
understand the Baghdadi experience in
these areas of the world.

Price is $25; $20 for members. There
is a charge of $2 for postage and han-
dling for each copy; $5 for mailing over-
seas.
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2003 TRIP TO ISRAEL:

A RENEWED BEGINNING
by Xu Xin

In the year 2003 | made my fourth trip to Israel, traveling to
accept the highest honor in my life: the degree of Doctor of Phi-
losophy, Honoris Causa, from Bar-llan University. The citation
explicates the reason that Bar-Ilan University bestows the honor
upon me: “for establishing the academic framework for the teach-
ing of Jewish history and culture in China, and for encouraging
the development of Sino-lIsrael ties.” What an honor and compli-
ments!

En route, | could not help but recall my first trip, in 1988, long
before there were any formal relations between our two coun-
tries. Although it was considered a very brave for a Chinese
scholar to take such an ice-breaking trip, | must say that the pur-
pose was quite simple—to start my journey into Jewish studies
with a personal glance at the sole Jewish country on our planet.

With scant knowledge of Israel, | had no idea what | would see
and was unable to predict the outcome of the visit. The result
was a visit that changed my life and encouraged me to travel
further down the road of Jewish studies, making my small contri-
bution to the development of Sino-Israel ties. Since then Israel
became a subject for my research and study, signifying an aca-
demic addiction to it as a country and as a people. Any news
from radio, reports from TV, articles from papers, anything re-
lated to Israel catches my attention. As a result, | returned twice
after the first trip. Although | expected further trips, | never
dreamed that | would one day come back for such an honor.

The degree, conferred at a festival ceremony held at the newly-
completed Dahan Family Unity Park on May 28, was also the
day designated to dedicate the Park. Many of my lIsraeli friends
attended. Chinese diplomats on a mission in Israel also came to
congratulate me. In a fulsome response, | thanked the University’s
Board of Trustees and Senate for the honor, recalled the begin-
ning of my journey on the road of Jewish studies, and expressed
my happiness, gratitude, and future plans. (For details, please
see the attached text). The great, moving and happy event cel-
ebrated friendship, a culmination of Chinese and the Jewish re-
lations.

During the ceremony, | had opportunity to meet Moshe Katzav,
President of the State Israel, who was also a recipient of a Bar-
llan honorary doctorate. He received the honor for “his extraor-
dinary personal accomplishments and exceptional achievements
as a leader in the political arena who strives for unity, social
justice and peace for the Jewish nation.” He is the fourth Israeli

(continued on page 4)
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THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

ON JEWISH DIASPORA IN SEOUL
by Pan Guang

| was surprised to receive an invitation to attend the Interna-
tional Symposium on Jewish Diaspora in Republic of Korea be-
cause, although | have traveled and lectured widely on Jews in
China in North America, Israel, Europe and Australia, | had no
knowledge of any institution engaging in Jewish Studies in Ko-
rea.

On May 25, with the strong desire to know the present situation
of Jewish Studies in Korea and to establish links with counter-
parts there, | came—without any SARS infection—to Seoul by air
from Shanghai, a city haunted by the appearance of SARS, to
attend the 4" International Symposium on Jewish Diaspora spon-
sored by the Israel Culture Center in Korea .

Dr. Ho-Jin Chung, one of Directors of the ICC, who studied in
Israel and speaks fluent Hebrew, met me at the Seoul airport.
According to Chung’s introduction, the ICC was founded in March
2000 with the financial support from ROK’s entrepreneurs, es-
pecially from Bae and Kim families. It is under the auspices of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea and Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the State of Israel. lts attentions are focused
on the promotion of Jewish and Israeli Studies in Korea and ROK’s
cultural exchanges with Israel and Jewish communities all over
the world. He said in a modest way: “Our Jewish studies, which
have just started, have large gaps in comparison with China’s,
and therefore we would like to learn from our Chinese counter-
parts, especially from your Center for Jewish Studies Shanghai
(CJSS).”

On May 26, 2003, the 4" International Symposium on Jewish
Diaspora opened in the Kon-Kuk University, Seoul. Three key-
note speakers, i.e. Professor David Harman from Israel, Profes-
sor Michael Chlenov from Russia, and | were invited to address
the International Symposium.

The program of the Symposium was well organized. After wel-
coming speeches by Mr. Uzi Manor, Ambassador of Israel, and
Mr. Youngdeok Lee, Chairman of ICC, at the opening ceremony,
the symposium divided into three sessions. The first session was
entitled Jew in China: Legends, History and New Perspective,
for which I was the keynote speaker; the second session, entitled
Israel and Jewish Diaspora: A Tale of One People with Numer-
ous Nationalities, had Professor David Harman as the keynote
speaker; and the third session, entitled Jewish Diaspora in Rus-
sia featured Professor Michael Chlenov. Every keynote speech
lasted one and a half hours and then opened to the question and

(continued on page 5)
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'FROM THE EDITOR

At 5 a.m., when | get up to do my extra-
curricular activities—volunteer
work such as editing this newsletter—

“which I do in addition to my full-time

job of directing a local human service or-
ganization and teaching at Seattle
University, | sometimes find myself too
tired to think of something profound
to write.

But re-reading Xu Xin’s article, in which
he recalls his early days in this
field, reminded me of how far we have
come in close to twenty years of work.
Then, we were a handful of American Jews
with a crazy idea. Today, we have
counterparts in China and Israel, and in
points north, south and west, in
addition to east. Then, there was only a
tenuous connection with Hebrew
Union College, through its Kaifeng manu-
script collection. Today, many
academic institutions—Chinese, Ameri-
can, Canadian, Israeli, European,
Japanese—join hands in fruitful coopera-
tion. For years we labored to host
just one conference on Jewish-Far Eastern
Relations; today such conferences
are almost routine occurrences.

Itis time to shep a little nachas (take some
joy or comfort) in this child
of ours. Together we are doing wonder-
ful things. Thank you for your
interest and your support, whether it is of
time, energy, or money (and
preferably all three). A good, Jewish, New
Year to you all.

Anson Laytner
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

To the Editor:

I have just come across a wonderful ar-
ticle in your website about my great uncle,
Two Gun, Moisha Cohen. My grand-
mother was his beloved elder sister Rose.
She emigrated to what is now Zimbabwe
before he ran away to Canada and even-
tually China, and died there 3 years be-
fore he passed away in Manchester. Last
year, | also had the opportunity to visit his
grave. The visit brought back my wonder-
ful memories of him. He really was a
strong character, and | was privileged that
he sometimes visited us in Zimbabwe. |
thought | would just share these thoughts
with you.

Kind regards,
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travel to various parts of the free world via
Japan. In 1940, most of them had pro-
~eeded to Kobe and Yokohama, where
jewish committees, once again, helped the
refugees. Although these visa-holders were
allowed to remain in Japan for no more
than 21 days, the Japanese officials were
very considerate in Kobe and Yokohama,
and extended their stays from two to eight
months. With the help of the JDC, HIAS,
and Jews from Yokohama, 4,600 refugees
were helped by the local committees.

In the last few months of 1939, Yokohama
became a transit point for Jewish emigrants
from Germany proceeding by land route
via Lithuania, then across Soviet Russia via
Vladivostok or Manchuria to North
America and other overseas countries. In
view of this, a Jewish Committee for the
assistance of refugees, headed by Mr.
Mund, had been organized in Yokohama.
The committee rendered the refugees both
moral and financial support.

The first several hundred East European
Jews to pass through Kobe were not refu-
gees. | had met many of them in Kobe.
They had a valid visa in their passports for
somewhere in North and South America.

Kobe was only a way-station en route to
an embarkation at Yokohama. At that time
very little was left of the Yokohama Com-
munity consisting of only twelve families,
mostly German and some Russian Jews.
The Jews of Yokohama were very gener-

“ous, like those in Kobe, giving away their -

time, energy and kindness during the ini-
tial rescue period of the refugees in tran-
sit.

Shanghai became increasingly the most
realistic alternative for the Jewish refugees
stranded in Kobe and Yokohama. More-
over, the Kobe Jewish Committee was clos-
ing down . . .

At a meeting held in Tokyo on May 19,
1939, which was sponsored by the Nippon
Mythological Epoch Research Society, the
Jewish question, particularly in the Far East,
was discussed. Of all the reports delivered,
Captain Inazuka’s report on the Jewish
question was of particular interest . . .

Captain Inazuka reported that since 1931,
of the Jewish refugee masses that had been
streaming into the Far East, about several
thousand refugees had passed through Ja-

1"

pan by way of transit through Kobe and
Yokohama. In 1939, there were already
one thousand three hundred Jewish refu-
gees residing in Japan, who were allowed
to remain in the country until October of
that year. “The Japanese Empire’, empha-
sized Captain Inazuka, ‘adhering to the
Principle of Brotherhood of nations, would
in no way undertake any measures of op-
pression against those unfortunate wander-
ers, but on the contrary, following this prin-
ciple was helping them in every way, ful-
filling the duty of hospitality, in so far as
the Jewish refugees did not abuse Japan’s
trust and did not act contrary to Japan’s
aspirations.

In 1942, during World War i, foreigners,
as well as all the Jews, were ordered out
of the Yokohama area, as Japan declared
Yokohama a closed city. Everyone moved
to Tokyo and remained there till the end
of the war. The small Jewish Community
of Yokohama had no complaints to the
Japanese government. They were all
treated well by the local Japanese admin-
istration and were grateful to the Japanese
for everything.

BOOK NOOK

Title: Shanghai Youtai jishibao yanjiu [A
Study of the “Shanghai Jewish Chronicle”]
Author: Rao Lihua.

Publisher: Beijing: Xinhua chubanshe,
2003. 313 pp. RMB 26.00.

Reviewed by Al Dien

The volume opens with an introduction
to Jewish history leading to the flight of
the large number of Jews who sought ref-
uge in Shanghai just before the outbreak
of World War Il. The German language
newspaper began publication in 1939, first
as a weekly and then as a daily. This study
is based on 231 issues that appeared be-
tween July 1943 and March 1944 in the
Hongkew ghetto and which are preserved
in the Shanghai Municipal Library. An
analysis of the contents during those years
indicates that 45% of the contents dealt
with international news, 20% with that of
Hongkew, 18% with Shanghai and China,
8% announcements, 4% personal notices,
and 5% with miscellaneous items and lit-
erature. Each of these, as well as such cat-

egories as relief efforts, economics, edu-
cation, culture, religions and advertise-
ments are discussed in some detail with
translations of selected items. The volume
closes with a chapter discussing the social
utility and historical significance of the
newspaper. Interestingly, the bibliography
lists 40 works in Chinese, 45 Chinese trans-
lations of Western works (from America,
England, Israel, Austria, Australia, and
France), and 3 in English. The author, in
her foreword, criticizes as over-generaliz-
ing those Chinese writers who see the for-
eign press in China to have represented
the interests of imperialism and colonial-
ism, and she demonstrates the validity of
her point in this fine study.

Comments by the Author:

The Shanghai Jewish Chronicle (SJC) was
a German newspaper run by the Jewish
refugees. During the Second World War,
large numbers of Austrian Jews fled from
the persecution of German Nazis to Shang-
hai. The Jewish refugees ran a batch of

newspapers in Shanghai. At that time when

-the Jewish people’s existence was in peril,

such newspapers played an important role
in maintaining national solidarity and in
carrying forward national traditions. The
SJC was a newspaper published and issued
in the segregated area established by the
Japanese invaders in Shanghai’s Hongkou
District. It was the only one newspaper that
remained for the Jewish refugees.

The SJC provides valuable first-hand ma-
terials for the study of the history of Shang-
hai Jewish segregated area. The S)C records
a history of specific period, a specific place,
and a specific community, providing a new
angle of view for analyzing the Jewish
people and Jewish civilization. Short on
data and materials, the study of the Shang-
hai Hongkou Jewish segregated area has
been a weak link in the research of Shang-
hai Jewish refugees.

The social role and historical significance
of the SJC is that it served as 1) a concen-
trated incarnation of nationality in the



