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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was founded
in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as
in their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish
experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to
Kaifeng and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor ....uuuveiveeeiiieeieeieeeeeeeeeee e $1,000
HFPALrON e 500
Corporate Patron .......cccccccvvveeeeiieeeeeeceene, 500
Corporate SPONSOr .........ceeevecevereerennnnne 250t0 499
Corporate Member .......cccccveeecuveeenneee. 250 to 499
] o10] 0T PSR 100
Regular Member .......cccoevieeeiieciicieceeeeeee, 50
LiDraries ..eeeeveeeeeeeieecie e 50
ACHABTTIE ssmseis snosaanssusn assinssin e i ko soasniensnos 30
STe10 [0 O (b =1 SR ——— 25
SEUAENTS .o 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:

A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-judaica.

I wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points East three times a year. Enclosed is

my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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HOW WEN-JING BECAME ‘SHALVA’

by Michael Freund
excerpted from the Jerusalem Post, 21 June

This past Sunday, Jin Wen-Jing, an 18-year-old student at the
Yemin Orde youth village, went before a Haifa conversion court
under the auspices of the Chief Rabbinate.

After administering an oral examination aimed at assessing her
commitment to Judaism as well as her knowledge of Jewish
law and tradition, the three rabbis comprising the Beit Din
[rabbinical court] informed Wen-Jing that they had decided to
accept her as a Jew.

Speaking in fluent Hebrew, Wen-Jing was quick to express her
joy, and relief, at the court’s decision. “l was very nervous, but
now | am very happy,” she said. “This has always been my
family’s dream - to return to our roots.”

Wen-Jing arrived in Israel four years ago with her parents. Her
father, Jin Guang-Yuan, who now goes by the name Shlomo, is
a direct descendant of the Jewish community that existed for
nearly a thousand years in the city of Kaifeng...

Wen-Jing’s father still carries with him a copy of his internal
Chinese identification card, which lists his nationality as
“Youtai,” or Jew. He and his wife hope to follow in their
daughter’s footsteps and undergo conversion soon.

Since her arrival in Israel, Wen-Jing has been studying at Yemin
Orde under the guidance of the youth village’s director, Dr.
Chaim Peri, as well Rabbi Zev Rubens, an educator who over-
sees the school’s conversion program, both of whom accompa-
nied her to the beit din.

She has decided to adopt the name Shalva (serenity), which is
the Hebrew translation of her Chinese given name. Currently in
the midst of her matriculation exams, Wen-Jing will shortly
enter the National Service (Sherut Leumi) program for religious
girls, and will perform her national service at Shaarei Zedek
Hospital in Jerusalem.

Why did she decide to convert?

"G-d chose the Jewish people to be His nation, and | wanted to
be a part of it,” said Wen-Jing, smiling. “G-d has performed
many miracles for Israel,” she said, adding, “The fact that |
have come here from China, and made it all the way here, back
to my people - that too is a miracle.”
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SAVING JEWISH SHANGHALI,

BLOCK BY BLOCK

by Sheridan Prasso
excerpted from the New York Times, 31 May 2004

Every morning at 5 Christopher Choa gets up for his daily run,
logging 8 to 10 miles on his trip to and from the North Bund,
which includes the old Jewish ghetto in Shanghai.

A New York architect who moved to Shanghai three years ago,
Mr. Choa became enchanted by the area and its history. So
when he learned that the North Bund was facing redevelopment,
he decided to try to save as much of the old ghetto as possible.

"The history of the Jews in Shanghai is so compelling,” said
Mr. Choa, who is Roman Catholic, but whose great-grandmother
was a Sephardic Jew. “It’s really worth preserving. It's part of
the fabric.”...

Almost all the Jews, except a few descendants of mixed parent-
age, resettled in New York, Los Angeles, Tel Aviv and else-
where as the Communists took power in 1949. They left be-
hind a charming neighborhood with row houses, schools, a
synagogue, a park and even a Little Vienna Cafe. The district is
now inhabited by working-class Chinese, some of whom live
in rooms lighted by a single hanging bulb and with three or
more families sharing a kitchen and bathroom. When Shanghai
officials announced urban renewal plans for the North Bund
almost two years ago, they said they envisioned turning the area
into a masterpiece of the 21st century, a modern business and
residential district with skyscrapers, apartment buildings, cruise
ship docks and even an enormous Ferris wheel.

The gleaming metropolis that city planners had in mind did not
leave room for a quaint old neighborhood. Officials had ear-
marked about 400 historic buildings for preservation citywide,
but in the old ghetto only the Ohel Moshe Synagogue and a
block or so of row houses made the list.

Mr. Choa had a different idea. He and his New York-based
architecture firm, HLW International, entered a competition to
design a master plan for the new North Bund. HLW, along with
two other firms, the Cox Group of Australia and RTKL
Associates of Baltimore, won.

Mr. Choa, who had already restored the Art Deco lobbies of
the Park Hotel and the Peace Hotel annex, architectural jewels
from the era when Shanghai was known as the Paris of the East,
has experience in environmentally sensitive design. The center-
piece of his plan is creating a memorial park around the syna-

(continued on page 5)
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Chinese Jews in Israel, Chinese Jews in
China, Chinese Jews in Canada, Chinese
Jews in the U.K., Chinese Jews in the
U.S. of A. Sometimes it seems to me,
from my vantage point as editor of Points
East, that the whole world is crazy for
the subject!

Actually, what it tells me is that interest
in this subject brings together people from
around the world, a small subset to be
sure, but impressive nonetheless.

And just as diverse as the people devoted
to our subject are the articles in this is-
sue of Points East: several reports from
the field, some history, a few book re-
views, a little on the Chinese Jews, a little
on Western Jews, a little on Indian Jews.
It reminds me of the flowers in our gar-
den, now in bloom. I’ve pruned and
weeded, cut a bouquet and now | present
it to you for your enjoyment.

Anson Laytner
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“THE JEWS OF KAIFENG”
Could Visit Your Community

The Sino-Judaic Institute’s exhibit
is a hit wherever it goes!

Education

A great community relations bridge
between Jews and Asians

Unique programming and public
relations opportunities
for all ages

Complementary materials and
speakers available

Affordable
Easy to install
Next available dates: Spring 2005
For scheduling information, please
contact:

Linda Frank, 720-941-3725 or
linda@franknet.net
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Points East is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.
The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do
not necessarily express the viewpoints and
positions of the Sino-Judaic Institute.

Letters to the Editor and articles for Points East
may be sent to:
Preferred Form:
e-mail:Laytner@msn.com

or to: Rabbi Anson Laytner
1823 East Prospect St.
Seattle, WA 98112-3307
fax: 206-322-9141

All other correspondence should be sent to:
Rena Krasno, Public Affairs
255 S. Rengstorff, #106
Mountain View, CA 94040

Points East is published three
times a year, in March, July
and November.
Deadlines for submitting
material to be included in these
issues are January 15th,
May 15th and September 15th.

AVAILABLE

SJI members interested in receiving a
copy of the annual financial report
should send a self-addressed envelope
to: Shelton Ehrlich, Treasurer of the
Sino-Judaic Institute, 755
Northampton, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
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unique period in Chinese and Jewish his-
tory.”

Mr. Maor also takes this opportunity to
emphasize that “over the years, China in
general and the city of Shanghai in par-
ticular proved to be a welcoming envi-
ronment for Jewish guests and residents
alike” and that during the “dark era of

World War I, the people of Shanghai
proved themselves to be true and honest
friends to the Jewish people. There were
very few cities that opened their doors and
their hearts to the Jewish refugees, who
were trying to flee the Nazi persecution
in Europe. In the worst years in Jewish
history, the city of Shanghai became a safe
haven for tens of thousands of Jewish refu-
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gees, many of them from Germany and
from Austria.”

Mr. T. Kaufman, President of the Israel-
China Friendship Society expressed the
hope that “efforts will be made to bring
this exhibition to Israel so as to, enable
us, the Israeli people, to see it too.”

Visit by Israeli Delegation to China

An Israeli delegation headed by Defense Ministry Director-General Amos Yaron visited China in
late March 2004. It was the first such visit since Israel cancelled the sale of Phalcon early-
warning planes to Beijing in 2000.
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knowledge of Hebrew remarkable.

Hebrew.

published this summer.

Dead Sea Scroll Expert and ex-Shanghailander, Sam Iwry, Dies at 93

In September1941, a group of Polish refugees from Nazi Europe arrived in Shanghai. Upon their arrival, most of the
Polish newcomers made every effort to acquire lodgings in the French Concession, where many Russian Jewish old-
timers had settled. Unlike the German and Austrian Jewish refugees who mostly spoke only German, many Polish
refugees knew at least some Russian and could thus communicate with members of the local Ashkenazi Jewish com-
munity. Indeed, a number of Poles spoke and wrote Russian very well.

At that time, my father, David B. Rabinovich, was the publisher and editor of the Jewish Russian language magazine,
Nasha Jizn (Our Life). He soon met a number of Polish refugees, among whom were writers, lecturers, actors and
musicians. They soon made an important contribution to Shanghai’s cultural life. Several Polish newcomers started
writing articles for Nasha Jizn and became regular visitors in our home.

One such person, whom my father highly regarded, was Samuel lwry, a young man born in Bialostok, Poland, a
brilliant graduate of the Warsaw University’s Higher Institute for Judaic Studies. His Russian was very good, and his

On May 8, 2004, Samuel Iwry died at the age of 93. After surviving the Japanese occupation in Shanghai, Iwry had
immigrated to the United States and eventually became one of the world’s most renowned Hebrew scholars. His
obituary in the New York Times of May 15, 2004, states:

“lwry, a Professor Emeritus of Johns Hopkins University, was one of the world’s leading Hebrew scholars. An endowed
chair in Near East Studies, an Honorary Doctorate of Hebrew letters degree at Baltimore Hebrew University, an annual
lecture at Johns Hopkins, and a University of Maryland faculty fellowship fund all bear his name...”

lwry played a prominent role in authenticating the Dead Sea Scrolls and in establishing their historic significance. He

often lectured in Israel to enthusiastic audiences, who never failed to comment on his literary, smoothly flowing, pure

Iwry’s autobiography “To Wear the Dust of War: From Warsaw to Shanghai to the Promised Land,” is due to be




