Points East

12

International Diploma, M.A and Ph.D Programs

The Centre for Judaic and Inter-Religious Studies
Shandong University, China

Shandong University in Jinan, China, invites international students to register for its one year Diploma, two year M.A or
three-year Ph.D programs in Philosophy, Culture and Inter-Religious Studlies at the Department of Philosophy and Social

Development and at the Centre for Judaic and Inter Religious Studies at Shandong University. Scholarship and/or residence -

assistance are offered for scholars bringing broader intellectual skills to the department and other exceptional students in
return for teaching commitments. Enrollment is now open for the year beginning August 2005.

The Centre for Judaic and Inter Religious Studies at the Department of Philosophy and Social Development has received key
government support to develop its programs and inter — cultural scholarship with particular emphasis on the broad study of
Jewish civilization language and thought. Translation projects and academic initiatives are encouraged together with a
diverse group of student backgrounds.

Courses include modern philosophy, Chinese religion and thought, Judaic philosophy, history, language and literature as
well as Chinese language tuition. Applicants are invited to become pioneers in the development of Judaic and interfaith
studies in China while they improve their Chinese and experience Chinese civilization.

Shandong University is one of China’s oldest and most prestigious academic institutions, established in 1902 by Christian
missionaries, its School of Humanities is ranked within the top ten performing departments of its kind in China and the
department of religion is second only to Beijing University. It is famous for nurturing some of China’s most esteemed
scholars, poets and thinkers.

The old campus is situated in a pleasant, leafy environment, on a river estuary, beside impressive architectural structures
built in the 19" century in the heéart of Jinan city, which is the capital of Shandong Province. Famous throughout China’s

history as the home province of Confucius and Mencius and for sites important for Buddhism and Daoism, Shandong -

Province continues to develop its reputation as an intellectual centre of China.

For more information, application forms and scholarship forms, please contact:
Professor M. A Ehrlich

School of Philosophy and Social Development

University of Shandong,

5 Hong Lou, Jinan, Shandong, 250100, China,

Webpage: http://www.cjs.sdu.edu.cn

Email: a.ehrlich.99@cantab.net, ehrlich@sdu.edu.cn

Join The Sino-Judaic Institute

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political Benefactor $1,000+
organizationwhich was foundedin 1985 by aninternational group of scholars and *Patron $ 500 - 999
laypersons. Corporate Sponsor $ 250- 499
Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting Sponsor . $ 100-499
our endeavor. Our annual dues structure is as follows: Regular membership . $ 50-99
Libraries $ 50
*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Academic $ 30-49
Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China: A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above . -
plus: diffa& Eopyof SliEIgAisA: Senior citizens & students $ 25

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and to receive Points East. Enclosed is my check for $
PLEASE PRINT

Name

Address

Phone #

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive., Menlo Park, CA 94025
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A NEW SCHOOL FOR
JUDAICA OPENS IN CHINA

Shandong in Eastern China is the region that gave birth to some
of China’s most famous philosophers including Confucius and
Mencius. It is also the place where Judaism has started to be stud-
ied by an ambitious group of Chinese academic scholars.

In the tradition of Chinese philosophic openness, the University
of Shandong in Jinan has been developing its Jewish studies pro-
gram. A Jewish studies institute was founded by Professor Youde
Fu, the Dean of the School of Philosophy and Social Develop-
ment, ten years ago. Fu, himself an eminent Chinese scholar of
religion, translated Spinoza’s Hebrew grammar and Maimonides’
Guide for the Perplexed into Chinese and is well known in China
for his work comparing Judaism and Confucianism. The institute
he established, “the Centre for Judaic and Inter-Religious Stud-
ies”, is so named to denote the study of Judaism as well as other
Western and Chinese religions. It has since received key govern-
ment and university support to become the largest and most ac-
tive centre of Jewish studies in China.

The Department of Religion, together with the Centre for Judaic
and Inter-Religious Studies, offers courses in Jewish philosophy,
language and Religion, mainly aimed at Masters and Doctoral
candidates and is developing an international program aimed at
drawing candidates from China and internationally for interfaith
studies, including comparisons and dialogue with Chinese reli-
gions and ideologies.

Amongst other goals, the Centre has embarked on an ambitious
translation project, rendering some of the classic Hebrew and
Jewish texts into the Chinese language and publishing them with
the goal of broad exposure at university level around China. Ex-
amples of books already translated include Maimonides’ Guide
for the Perplexed, works by Ahad ha-Am and Martin Buber as
well as Mordechai Kaplan. There are plans to translate the Mishna
and various other legal, philosophic and religious texts.

The most recent senior appointment to the School of Philosophy
and Social Development and to the Centre of Judaic and Inter-
Religious Studies at Shandong University is Australian born and
Israel educated, Professor M. Avrum Ehrlich. This will mark the
first time that any university in China has offered a senior post
and full professorship to a foreign expert for the teaching of Jew-
ish religion and philosophy. Even more remarkable, as Professor
Ehrlich has a strong background in religious Jewish philosophy
and is an ordained rabbi. He is author of a number of books on

(continued on page 5)

CHINESE UNCHECKED

by Amiram Barkat
excerpted from HaAretz, 11/26/04

Last December, Lauren Katz, a student at Beijing University,
decided to conduct a survey among her Chinese colleagues
about their attitude toward Judaism and Israel. In the course of
two months, Katz, an American of Jewish descent, interviewed
214 students, most of them enrolled in the Beijing Foreign Stu-
dents University (BFSU). The interviewees were asked about
their knowledge of and attitude toward the Jewish people, Jew-
ish culture and religion, and the history of the Jewish people.
The Holocaust immediately stood out as the most familiar sub-
ject. The best-known Jewish figure was Albert Einstein, followed
by Karl Marx, Henry Kissinger and Moses. Only three of those
polled expressed hostility to Israel or to Jews. On the other
hand, only 32 students were aware that a differentiation must
be made between Israeli politics and the Jews, with two of them
noting their reason: “because not all Israelis are Jews.” More
than 50 percent of the interviewees said that the Jews play an
important role in the world, in business, politics, or in general.
A similar majority stated that they were curious about the Jews
and that they would be happy to learn more about them...

Katz’s initiative is one of the few attempts that have been made
so far to identify the mood in China with respect to the Jews.
No opinion poll based on a statistically representative sample
of the Chinese people on the perception of Jews has ever been
conducted. Of course, her survey does not represent the broad
public, but it does reflect a widespread tendency among the
future generation of China’s elites. The findings of the survey
are included in a new study, “China and the Jewish People,”
which has just been published by the Jewish People Policy
Planning Institute (www.jpppi.org.il). This Jerusalem-based in-
stitute has been operating for about two years and is funded by
the Jewish Agency and Jewish donors from North America. The
study about China is intended as the first in a series of publica-
tions initiated by the institute’s founding president, Prof.
Yehezkel Dror, on “emerging superpowers without biblical tra-
dition,” a group that also includes countries such as India and
Korea.

"The study about China is a strategic document which is in-
tended to assist the Jewish people to prepare for the moment
when China becomes a superpower,” according to Avinoam
Bar-Yosef, the institute’s director general. According to fore-
casts by the experts, the event Bar-Yosef is referring to will oc-
cur during the first half of this century. American and French

(continued on page 5)
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FROM THE EDITOR

This issue of Points Fast catches yours truly
midway in a career change so my com-
ments will be shorter than usual.

For the past eleven years | have directed
Multifaith Works, an organization that pro-
vides low-income housing and supportive
services to people living with AIDS in the
Seattle area. Now | am returning to the
Jewish communal field to head up the
American Jewish Committee’s Seattle of-
fice. But between preparing for the transi-
tion in my old organization and laying the
groundwork for moving into my new po-
sition, it has been a hectic couple of
months.

But Points Fast, like death and taxes, waits
for no man, especially its editor. This new
issue is chock full of all kinds of tasty items
to help you celebrate the lunar new year.
I hope you enjoy them!

Anson Laytner

The Jews of Kaifeng
Could Visit
Your Community
The Sino-Judaic Institute’s
exhibit is a hit wherever it goes!
Educational ?

A great community relations bridge
between Jews and Asians ?

Unique programming and public
relations opportunities for all age
groups ?

Complementary materials and
speakers available ?

Affordable ?

Easy to install

Next available dates:
Spring 2005

For scheduling information,
please contact

Linda Frank

720/941-3725 or
linda@franknet.net
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Shanghai Diary: A Young Girl’s
Journey from Hitler’s Hate to War-
Torn China

by Ursula Bacon

Milwaukee, Wisconsin: M Press, 2004,
$24.95

reviewed by Audrey Friedman Marcus

Throngs of people, hordes of bicycles,
filthy beggars with running sores, peddlers
hawking their wares, damp, cloying air,
horrible smells, litter, flies, and rats. This
“symphony of sounds and smells” were
what greeted nine-year-old Ursula
Blomberg and her refined parents when
they stepped off the ship in Shanghai in
1939. It was a startling contrast to the
beautiful country home in Breslau, which
they were forced to leave because of the
Nazis. Ms. Bacon’s book recounts her dra-
matic story through the eyes of a young
person growing up in strange circum-
stances.

Ms. Bacon’s father established a painting
and decorating business with a Chinese
partner, Mr. Yung. Their customers were
primarily houses of prostitution, opium
dens, and gambling establishments. As
she accompanied Mr. Yung to these places
to present the estimates, Ms. Bacon
learned the ways of the world, which she
reports in a hilarious fashion. Two years
later, as tutor to General Yi’s “three sis-
ters” (in actuality, his concubines), she
moved in a most unusual world for one
so young. The knowledge she gained in
both of these settings was augmented by
her amah, who, amidst copious giggling
and much pidgin English, imparted to
“Young Missy” the facts of life.

A precocious child who had grown up in
a protective environment surrounded by
adult family members and servants, Ms.
Bacon’s childhood came to an abrupt end
in the conditions under which the family
lived from 1939-1947. Yet, her strong
values, resilience, and appreciation for her
rescue comes through on every page — in
her enthusiasm for learning from the nuns
at her Catholic school, her interactions
with a Buddhist monk, her friendship with
a warm and welcoming family with two
sons (one of whom she married), her love
of music and culture, and her humor and
optimism.

The book is sometimes repetitive and the
language occasionally slightly peculiar,

due to the many mixed metaphors and an
odd use—and overuse—of adjectives. And
I am always skeptical of long paragraphs
of dialogue from over 60 years ago repro-
duced verbatim. However, these are mi-
nor quibbles. It's an uplifting and engag-
ing story, and the reader is carried along
throughout.

Audrey Friedman Marcus is the founder
of A.R.E. Publishing, Inc. After selling the
business in 2001, she established
AudreyEdits, a freelance editing and proof-
reading business (see
www.audreyedidts.com). Her husband,
Fred, now deceased, was a refugee in
Shanghai from 1939 to 1949.
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New from the Pens of Leslie and
Eber

by Maisie Meyer

| feel it would be of interest to your read-
ers to know that two leading figures in
the Sino-Judaic field of research Donald
Leslie and Irene Eber have written excep-
tionally good autobiographies.

Donald Leslie, Not a Bowl of Chicken
Soup: Memoirs of a Jewish Confucian,
Dobson’s Printing Service Pty Ltd, NSW
Australia, 2003. He is now proofreading
his new book (written together with Yang
Daye and Ahmed Youssef) Islam in Tra-
ditional China: A Bibliographical Guide,
Monumenta Serica Monograph No. 54,
which hopefully is to be published this
year. “Jews and Judaism in Traditional
China: Prospects for Research” in Youtas,
University Mainz in Germersheim is also
to be published.

Irene Eber’s autobiography, The Choice,
was published by Schocken Books, New
York, in 2004. irene is in the process of
writing a book on Jews in Shanghai and
will publish an essay in Hebrew on both
Kaifeng and Shanghai entitled “Overland
and by Sea - Eight Hundred Years of the
Jewish Presence in China.” “A Critical
Survey of Classical Chinese Literary Works
in Hebrew”, in Leo Tak-hung Chan, ed.,
One into Many, Translation and the Dis-
semination of Classical Chinese Literature,
(2003) has appeared in print. About Yid-
dish poets in Shanghai, one is in German
“Auf einer einsamen Insel. Jiddische
Dichter in Schanghai”, Judischer
Almanach des Leo Baeck Instituts, 2001,
pp.160-169, and “Bridges Across Cul-
tures: China in Yiddish Poetry,” in China
and Her Biographical Dimensions, Com-
memorative Essays for Helmut Martin,
(2001), pp. 277-284.



