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sanctuary in Shanghai. As this figure
would be dependent upon how the cal-
culation would be made, including which
persons should be considered refugees
and which not. Figures as high as 30,000
and as low as 20,000 were quoted by dif-
ferent.speakers. It is clear that further re-
search needs to be done in order to deter-
mine who should actually be counted as
a refugee and then perhaps an accurate
figure can be established.

As part of the conference, on the day be-
fore, we went to Hongkou for the launch
of the 2005 editions of the books: “The
Jews in China”, “The Jews in Shanghai”
and “Hongkou Memoirs”, as well open-
ing an exhibition on “Jewish Refugees in
Shanghai”. All these activities were
marked by extensive media coverage,
both radio and television, as well as the
local press. Articles about us appeared in
both the English “China Daily” and
“Shanghai Daily” as well as the local Chi-
nese press. However, | did not see any
report in the international press. We were
all extensively interviewed for these me-
dia and a question, which | was asked on
several occasions as: “What influence did
growing up in Shanghai have on me?” and
I could only answer that the question was
a bit like asking me what influence my

mother had on me. Shanghai was the only
place | knew till | was nearly a teenager
therefore | could really not specifically
answer this question. However, the influ-
ence was profound and will be with me
all my life. In my presentation, | reported
on an incident which may make this clear.

It began on an outing | had with my
mother to the city when | was about four
years old and “we noticed that a dog was
following us and despite heavy traffic and
crowds, he continued to follow us all the
way home. He was starving and looked
sick. My father, who had a soft spot for
animals, especially dogs, took it to a vet-
erinarian friend asking him to put it out of
its misery. When the veterinarian exam-
ined the dog he decided to treat it with-
out telling my father and, when the dog
was cured, persuaded my father to keep
it. The dog was apparently an Imperial
Pekinese, a breed previously restricted to
the Imperial family. The dog stayed with
us throughout the war and was a most
faithful pet. He was especially attached
to me and | could do whatever | wanted
with it. Once when walking it with my
father, a Japanese officer offered us
US$100 for the dog. Unfortunately soon
after the end of the war it died as a result
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of an infection from a rat he had caught. |
have been unable to have another dog
because | doubt whether I could ever give
the love to another dog that | shared with
it.”

On my last day in Shanghai, | decided to
wander alone around Hongkou to look at
the old places before most are pulled
down, and perhaps relive my childhood.
Although the two places where we lived
do not exist anymore, | could take in the
atmosphere of so long ago. Then just
around the corner from where we lived
in the Restricted Area, my heart nearly
stopped still, | saw a dog virtually identi-
cal with the one | had. Its owner let me
stroke and photograph it and | am con-
vinced it must be a descendent of my be-
loved pet. This convinces me, as a biolo-
gist, that nature renews itself in wonder-
ful ways whatever we humans do and we
can only watch in awe and wonder.

| ended my presentation by symbolically
raising my glass in a toast to the people of
Shanghai for the sanctuary they provided
us with the words of the great Chinese
poet, Li-Tai-Po: “Now take the wine!
Now it is time, companions! Drain your
golden goblets to the dregs! Dark is Life,
Dark is Death.”
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HOW THE SINO- ]UDAIC INSTITUTE BEGAN
by Leo Gabow, 2"l

In December of 1984, | received a letter from Professor Louis
Schwartz who was spending an academic year teaching in
Beijing. Professor Schwartz had heard of a colony of Jews who
once lived in Kaifeng and wondered if there were Jewish de-
scendents who still acknowledged their heritage.

Little did | realize that my reply would cause Louis to unleash a
charge that was to galvanize to action scholars from Australia,
Hong Kong and the United states.

Louis not only made contact with the descendents of the Chi-
nese Jews, but his contacts were historic. He established close
relations with Jewish families, visited their homes on frequent
occasions, and conducted many interviews.

I do not use the word “historic” lightly in describing these rela-
tions...

In the case of Professor Schwartz, an idea was slowly germinat-
ing. Not only did he visit with the Chinese Jews, but he made
friendly contact with Kaifeng’s Mayor; the Curator of the Kaifeng
Museum; the Manager of Kaifeng’s C.I.T.S.; University people
and a number of Chinese scholars.

Louis noted, as had all of us, that these Jews knew nothing of
Jewish history, tradition or religion, though some clung to the
notion that they were Jews and had derived from people differ-
ent from other Chinese. He wondered if he should attempt to
introduce them to Judaism, but restrained himself, as he did not
want to be considered a proselytizer by the authorities. After
many discussions with Chinese Jews as well as Chinese non-
Jews, the concept was born of a Judaica Museum in Kaifeng.

With the energy and enthusiasm | soon learned was contagious,
Louis embarked on a correspondence with me and others that
stimulated us all to action. Unable to compress his exciting
thoughts into letters he sent numerous tapes around the coun-
try. There was no one so important that Louis would not try to
involve in his plans, including the Chinese Prime Minister.

As a result of Louis’ historic efforts, a number of Jewish scholars,
with Louis present, officially formed “The Sino-Judaic Institute”
in Palo Alto, California on June 27, 1985.

(continued on page 6)
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AMONG THE KAIFENG JEWS

by Bernard Edinger

excerpted from Hadassah Magazine,
87:4, December 2005

..."l am a member of the Jewish people and | want to go back
to my roots,” says 19-year-old Jin Jing in fluent English.

Though relatively tall by local [Kaifeng] standards, Jin looks
like a typical Chinese teenager...However, Jin’s cotton top is
adorned with stylized Hebrew letters, and when asked about
her knowledge of Hebrew, she replies shyly: “Ani lomedet lvrit
be’atzmi babayit.” (“I am learning Hebrew on my own at
home.”)

An estimated 500 to 1,000 city dwellers claim Jewish ancestry,
preserving some sense of their past through a mixture of loyalty
and nostalgia. However, only 40 to 50 of them take part in
Jewish activities...

With no official communal organization and a local synagogue
that fell into rubble about 150 years ago, there is little to help
those interested in Judaism become more involved. Those who
actively affirm their identity do so discreetly, though they are
extremely open with visiting Jews.

Nina Wang, another 19-year-old who speaks English, concedes
the community knows little about Judaism. “But,” she insists,
“| feel Jewish. My mother told me that | was Jewish and we
keep some habits of the Jews such as respecting Shabbat.”

According to Wang, the community does not eat pork or mix
meat and milk. Virtually all other manifestations of their
Jewishness are recent imports gleaned from information brought
to them by visitors.

Prayer books and Jewish instruction manuals in Chinese are
sent from abroad and studied by a dozen adults and half a dozen
children in sessions held about twice a week in private homes.
This past year some 40 people gathered for a Passover Seder,
complete with matzathey had baked themselves. The Haggadah
was read in Chinese, since the only Hebrew prayers they have
mastered are some blessings for Shabbat.

“We want to know more about Judaism because it is our cul-
ture'and origin,” Wang explains.

Most members of the community live on or near Teaching the
Scripture Lane, an ancient hu-tong (small city lane) named about

(continued on page 6)
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FROM THE EDITOR

On November 10th, as part of its ceremo-
nies to commemorate the 60" anniversary
of the end of the Japanese occupation, the
city government, in cooperation with the
Jewish Study Center at Shanghai’s Social
Science University, organized a celebration
to mark the end of the Jewish Ghetto in
Hongkou District.

Former U.S. Treasury Secretary Michael
Blumenthal, who was one of those refugees,
also attended the ceremony, as did the Is-
raeli ambassador to China, the President of
the American Jewish Committee and vari-
ous city officials. This event is the subject
of two of our featured articles, one by Sonja
Miuhlberger and the other by Karl Betelheim.

In addition to marking the past, we also ex-
amine the present with a Jewish visit to China
and a Chinese visit to Israel, excerpts from
the minutes of the SJI Board, and a bevy of
book reviews.

And we look to the future—may it be the
year of peace in the Middle East—with this
issue, the first of volume twenty-one of Points
East. We mark the occasion by reprinting an
article from our first issue.

A special thanks to Charlene Polyansky, our
publisher/distributor and all-round wonder-
ful person, for her help over these many
years, through thick and thin.

The Sino-Judaic Institute has finally come of
age! Gan bei! L'Hayyim! Together, we have
gone from examining the Jews of China past
to engaging in the building of a Chinese-Jew-
ish future. Back when the few of us gath-
ered to found SJI, who could have imagined
the international cooperation that we have
fostered would ever be possible? To 120!

Best wishes in this Year of the Dog!

Anson Laytner

TO THE EDITOR

For many years, I've wondered if the Chi-
nese have related well with Jews as equals
because the Chinese are mostly non-Chris-
tian and typically eclectic in faiths. Jews,
even those who are orthodox, also do not
seem to bother others about their differing
faiths, i.e. non-proselytizing and tolerant.
Chinese say that they respect the Jews be-
cause like themselves Jews are strongly fam-
ily-oriented and insistent on their children’s
school and career achievement, and have
excellent business acumen. It may just come
down to both peoples being tolerant in the
best sense of the word. Does anyone know
any writings on the attitudes of Chinese Chris-
tians towards Jews? My guess is that
Chinese Christians do differ significantly
from ‘Western Christians in religious toler-
ance.

Albert Yee, alyee@montana.com
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Her late father, Dr. Ho Feng Shan, was
stationed in Vienna, Austria in 1937 and
two months after the Anschl/uss, he was
appointed the Chinese Consul General.
She then described how he watched in
horror as Hitler marched triumphantly into
Vienna, and as Austrian anti-Semitism
erupted in full force, quoting the histo-
rian Saul Friedlander who wrote that per-
secution of Jews “outpaced that in the
Reich. Public humiliation was more bla-
tant and sadistic; expropriation better or-
ganized, forced emigration more rapid.
The Austrians - their country renamed
Ostmark - seemed more avid for anti-Jew-
ish action than the citizens of what now
became the old Reich.” The first Austrian

. Jews were sent to Dachau and
Buchenwald concentration camps within
a month of the Ansch/uss and were told
by Nazi authorities that release could only
be attained, if they emigrated from Aus-
tria immediately. Many of the places to
which they would have liked to emigrate
like the United States, Palestine, Britain
or Australia were virtually barred. She also
reminded us, that the Swiss demanded
that Jews be identified by a red “J” stamped
on their passports. With all the foreign
consulates in Vienna being besieged by
desperate Jewish visa applicants day after
day, but unable to help, her father could
not bear to stand by, recalling later: “Since
the annexation of Austria by Germany, the
persecution of the Jews by Hitler’s ‘dev-
ils" became increasingly fierce. The fate
of Austrian Jews was tragic, persecution a
daily occurrence. There were American
religious and charitable organizations,
which were urgently trying to save the
Jews. | secretly kept in close contact with
these organizations. | spared no effort in
using any means possible. Innumerable
Jews were thus saved.”

As a result her father decided to issue them
visas to Shanghai, China, practicing a “lib-
eral policy”, by authorizing visas for any
and all who asked. Thus, Jews soon dis-
covered that they could get visas at the
Chinese Consulate. It is noteworthy that
actually no visas were required for Shang-
hai and “Surely this was only too well
known to the Chinese consul, a represen-
tative of the Nationalist government, who
unquestionably knew or must be regarded
as knowing that no representative of his
government exercised authority at the
ports to which the applicant could go in
fact” an American Joint Distribution Com-
mittee (ADJC) document said, “the real
and underlying purpose for the visa was
to assist as an act of mercy and humanity

these persecutes to escape from Austria...”

So if these visas were not used if not for
entry into Shanghai, they were designed
to assist the diplomats, who were trying
to help Jews escape the Nazis. By having
a valid visa for Shanghai, China, in their
passports, they were able to get transit vi-
sas or other travel papers and thus leave
Austria. Her father chose to violate his
orders and made quite clear, that his in-
tent in issuing the visas to Shanghai were
simply meant as proof of emigration to
leave Austria and to go elsewhere. He
said: “The visas were to Shanghai ‘in
name’ only. In reality, they were a means
to help Jews to leave Austria and eventu-
ally find a way to the US, Britain or other
preferred destinations.” By providing
proof of an “end destination” the refugees
could legally obtain transit or temporary
visas from countries which otherwise
would not have allowed them in. Most of
these visas were actually used to go to.the
Philippines, Cuba, Palestine, England and
even the US. She also mentioned a num-
ber of other examples, where diplomats
issued visas used for purposes of escape.

Following the outrages of Kristallnacht,
when 30,000 German and Austrian Jews
were arrested and deported to concentra-
tion camps, it was often only a Chinese
visa that enabled some of them to escape.
She then pointed out that: “By the out-
break of World War Il on September 1,
1939, 130,742 of the 206,000 Jews liv-
ing in Austria during the Ansch/uss on
March 13, 1938, had emigrated. Of those
only 5,800 to 5,900 Austrian Jews came
to China.” While the exact figure of the
number of visas issued by her father will
never be known, they must have “num-
bered in the thousands, based on the se-
rial numbers of some still existing visas
and the only surviving documentation
from the Chinese Foreign Ministry, a re-
port written by my father’s successor as
Consul general in early 1940. According
to that report, the Chinese Consulate in
Vienna issued an average of 400 to 500
visas a month to Jewish refugees from
1938 through 1939.” This successor re-
ported, when he assumed his post, he
“adhered strictly to regulations” and “re-
duced these kinds of visas to the utmost
minimum.”

The Chinese government had attempted
to curtail her father’s visa issuing activi-
ties in various ways because they wanted
to maintain good diplomatic relations with
Germany. An investigator was sent to
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Vienna, and though he left no stone
unturned yet could find-no wrongdoing
by her father and left empty handed. Then
on April 8, 1939, her father was punished
with a demerit by the Chinese Nationalist
government. As the Consulate building
was confiscated by the Nazis, the Chinese
Nationalist government refused to give her
father funds to relocate and he moved to
much smaller quarters at his own expense.
Her father never met again any of those
whom he had helped and was unknown
to most of them. She reminded us that:
“After his death in 1997, it was only by
chance that the extent of his mass rescue
activities became known, even to his fam-
ily. I have spent the past eight years docu-
menting and piecing together this history.
During his lifetime, my father neither
sought nor received recognition for his
deeds. In fact, he rarely spoke of his ten-
ure as the Chinese Consul General in
Vienna. Of his reason for helping Jewish
refugees, he said simply this: “I thought it
only natural to feel compassion and to
want to help. From the standpoint of hu-
manity, that is the way it should be.””

This lesson that evil only happens, when
the good do nothing and that even in the
depth of evil, good can prevail, should
be one of the most important lessons of
this conference. While we can hope that
such atrocities as those committed by the
Nazis will never happen again, our recent
history has shown this to be a vain hope,
however, while there are people like Dr.
Ho Feng Shan at least some alleviation of
the evil will occur and it is for this reason
that | quoted so extensively from Manli
Ho’s presentation.

Professor Bernard Wasserstein tried to put
the whole situation of the Jewish refugees
in Shanghai into a historical perspective
by discussing the roles of both Chinese
as well as the Japanese governments. He
especially discussed the reasons the Japa-
nese created the restricted area for the
predominantly stateless Jewish refugees in
1943. While it has been considered by a
number of historians to be as a result of
pressure from'the German authorities, he
produced some evidence that it might
have been as a result of the anti-Semitic
pressure of the White-Russian community,
many of whom were strongly represented
at a senior level in the Shanghai police
force. This theory was disputed by some
of the other speakers and it was not fully
resolved. Another area of dispute among
the delegates was the exact number of
Jewish refugees who had actually found



