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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

BENEITEIEE counnecmmmmenm s s s nms $1,000
FPATTON s s vsssenisss sssss sovas samssessomss s ans fossess 500
Corporate Patron .......cccccooieiiiiieeeeninniinee, 500
Corporate Sponsor ........ccccccvevvveeeen.. «...250 to 499
Corporate Member ........cc.ccceeevveennnnee. 250 to 499
ESPONSON evevirieerieseeteereeteeteeseeseeseseeteeaeseneenes 100
Regular Member ........ e 50
LiDraries ...oceeeeeeeeieeieeeee e 50
ACAAEMIC .eviiniieeiiieeiieeiee et eeree s 30
SENIOT CItIZOMS apsssnasswins susessnsims sssrvssssssses saniniiss 25
STUAENTS oot 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

I wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points Eastthree times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: _ E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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SHANGHAI REUNION 2006
by Audrey Friedman Marcus

Although I am not a Shanghailander, | made the decision many
months ago to attend the 2006 Shanghai Reunion in Shanghai.
As the widow of Fred Marcus, a former refugee who spent ten
years in Shanghai, | felt drawn both to the site and to the partici-
pants. Moreover, | hoped to learn more about my husband’s
experiences and perhaps meet several persons who had known
him. Nevertheless, | went with some degree of trepidation about
being somewhat of an outsider. This turned out not to be the
case, as | was welcomed in a very warm and friendly manner.
Many participants were of the second and third generations of
former European refugees in Shanghai, who were eager to learn
more about their family history. Two 15-year-old girls were the
youngest in attendance, and Dr. Bruno Keith, at 95, was the
oldest by quite a few years.

| arrived late in the day on April 25" and was taken with other
members of our group to the lovely Regent International East
Asia Hotel in the former French Concession. Reunion activities
began the next morning. We first visited the Center of Jewish
Studies Shanghai where we were graciously welcomed by Pro-
fessor Pan Guang, Dean of CJSS. It was a revelation to learn of
the Center’s remarkable work and of the rapid changes occur-
ring in Shanghai.

CJSS is one of the oldest and best known Jewish centers in China.
Its activities include research, Hebrew classes for both adults
and children, publication of books that have been translated into
many languages, scholarly lectures by such luminaries as Adin
Steinsalz, international seminars on Jews in Shanghai and Jews
in Asia, hosting delegations from groups such as the ADL and
distinguished visitors such as Lord Lawrence Kadoorie, exhibits
on topics including the Holocaust and Israel’s social, economic,
and political life. There are ambitious future plans for the pro-
duction of a movie, as well as the teaching of Yiddish.

Dr. Zhang Zhongli, Honorary Dean of CJSS and former presi-
dent of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, also welcomed
us, and spoke in fascinating detail about modern Shanghai. In
refugee days, Shanghai was a city of eight million; today there
are 17 million residents. Throughout the reunion, we were urged
to return to Shanghai in 2010 for the World Exposition.

The next welcome was from Rene Wildorff, president of the Rick-
shaw Reunion group and one of the organizers of the 2006 re-
union. Whenever Shanghai refugees get together, he stated, “we
remember our bond with the Chinese people and how we were

(continued on page 5)
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A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

PESACH IN SHANDONG?!
by Efrat Urbach, Jinan, China

[About the author: Efrat Urbach-Schramm was born in Israel to
American immigrant parents and grew up in Jerusalem. Her
studies at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, in southern Is-
rael, were interrupted by husband Noam’s posting to the Cen-
ter for Judaic and Inter-religious Studies at Shandong Univer-
sity, China, as a Hebrew teacher. While living in Jinan for the
past year she has been working to complete her studies in the
behavioral sciences, while also teaching English and kneidlach-
forming, and raising their son, Yishai, who will turn two in
July.

Noam is overseeing a project to build a full-fledged academic
Judaic library for the Center. If you are interested in donating
books to the Center, please contact Noam at Judaic
Studies@yahoo.com or visit: www.cjs.sdu.edu.cn.]

The Seder table was all set and the guests started arriving. First
came Adina, who had helped with the kneidlach earlier in the
afternoon. She was followed by Gila, Liora, Yona, Binyamin,
Esti, Keshet, and Eden. Yuda came too. Your typical family
Seder? Not for us, at least.

Although our guests this year respectfully followed the reading
of the haggadah and waited patiently until dinner was finally
served, they had never celebrated Pesach before; probably they
never will again, either. For these Chinese students this was a
once in a Jinan-time opportunity. In fact, “Yuda” is Prof. Fu
Youde, head of the Center for Judaic and Inter-religious Studies
in Shandong University, and the rest are students of religious
studies whose major is Judaism.

It’s quite odd being the only Jewish family (as opposed to the
several single Jews, among them Prof. Avrum Ehrlich, who
teaches Talmud and Tanach at the Center) in a city like Jinan,
with its population of nearly 6 million, not to mention the par-
ticularities of being Orthodox in China. Our home is kosher,
Shabbat-observant and (mostly) Hebrew-speaking—a combina-
tion that requires a rather lengthy and complicated explanation
in these parts. Just try explaining the fact that we will not work
on Saturdays and you’re confronted with bewildered stares. Add
to this the fact that we eat the meat of only a few animals,
completely separated from dairy products, and only when
slaughtered by a skilled butcher flown in from Australia and
then shipped to us from Beijing, and you’re come very close to
refuting the popular local myth that Jews are “hen congming”
(very clever).

(continued on page 7)
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SJI MEMBERSHIP

Country Total
United States 213
China 16
Israel 14
Canada 9
England 9
Hong Kong 5
Australia 3
Japan 3
France 1
Germany 1
Indonesia 1
Italy 1
South Africa 1
Switzerland 1
Taiwan 1
TOTAL: 279

FROM THE EDITOR

It is springtime in Seattle and today is par-
ticularly glorious. Sunny and warm, low
humidity—it’s a taste of what summer is
over here. (The question is why is Seattle
better known for its wintry rain that its
summer sun.)

This issue of Points Fast is as glorious as
this spring day, blossoming with articles
about recent conferences in Shanghai and
Sarasota; tantalizing with a tale about
Pesach in Shandong.

Our next issue, by the way, will focus on
the diversity of the contemporary Jewish-
East Asian experience from many angles.
If you have something to write on this
topic, be sure to send it in by September.

Anson Laytner

“The Jews of
Kaifeng”

Could Visit Your
Community

The Sino-Judaic Institute’s
exhibit is a hit
wherever it goes!

Educational ®A great com-
munity relations bridge
between Jews and Asians ¢
Unique programming
and public relations
opportunities for all age
groups ¢ Complementary
materials and speakers
available ¢ Affordable ¢
Easy to install

For scheduling information,
please contact
Linda Frank
Phone: 415/263-8926
FAX 415/263-8954
linda@franknet.net
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In the wake of these incidents, the rela-
tionship between Israel and China has
shifted away from military cooperation
and toward technological and financial
partnerships. Xu said that the Israeli con-
sulate in Shanghai now announces on an
almost weekly basis new agreements
worth more than $100 million for Israeli
investments in China, joint venture
projects, new factories and other eco-
nomic development projects...

Xu said that critical Chinese media cover-
age of the second intifada has had a nega-
tive effect on the image in China of Jews
and Israel (the two are often conflated, he
explained). However, according to Xu,
Israel and Israeli leaders still have a great
deal of support in China. He noted that
in the wake of Ariel Sharon’s decision to
break withthe Likud, online polls in China
showed 90% support for the leader, who
was praised as “great hero” and a “real
man.”

Though China ceased to view Jews as vic-
tims after the formation of the State of Is-
rael, Xu said that most Chinese continue
to have a positive view of Jews, though
not always an accurate one. Many Chi-
nese wish to emulate the success of Jews
in the realms of science, technology, busi-
ness and finance. Some even see the
power of American Jewish lobbying
groups as a model for their own efforts to
influence American policy.

Xu said he hopes that, in turn, the major
Jewish organizations will recognize the
long-term importance of establishing con-
tacts in Chinese society beyond the gov-
ernment level, particularly in reaching out
to Chinese scholars. “If you have a better
foundation, you can stand any kind of
shocks,” he said. “I hope people in em-
powered positions realize it.”

In Chinese Company: Some Notes

on a Sino-Judaic Image
by Michael Alderton

While researching the fabulously interest-
ing military history of Major-General Mor-
ris Abraham Cohen (1889 — 1970), | have
come across a photograph, taken in
Canada during 1915, that shows Cohen
as a 26 year-old soldier seated in the
middle of a company of rather earnest
looking Chinese Canadian infantrymen.

The entire company is smartly turned out
in regulation issue British army uniforms,
but ones devoid of any insignia. Each man
in this group photograph holds a military-
type rifle, except for Cohen and a fellow
officer who sport swagger sticks in their
stead.

These hopeful Great War volunteers are
members of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s representa-
tive organization in Canada, and the drill-
ing and musketry that they received from
Cohen in Canada had been much the
same as the basic military training that
Cohen had himself received, some ten
years earlier, from his drill master at the
Hayes School for Jewish Boys near Lon-
don.

This 1915 photograph was taken relatively
early in Cohen’s long, varied, and distin-
guished military career, and the next mili-
tary group photograph | have seen him in
was taken a year later in 1916. Here he is
seated, still with swagger stick at hand,
but now in the midst of a group of severe
looking Canadian army sergeants who had
been charged with the task of training
volunteer soldiers for active service on the
Western Front during the Great War of
1914 - 1918.

Late in 1922, Cohen’s somewhat unortho-
dox military career took an interesting turn
when he left Canada for Canton to serve
under Dr. Sun Yat-sen as Adjutant-Gen-
eral at the General Headquarters of the
Generalissimo of the Republic of China.
For most of 1923, Cohen served in the
field and took part in battles that at times
seriously threatened to overrun Dr Sun’s
Canton headquarters.

Following Dr. Sun’s death in 1925, this
legendary Jewish warrior continued to
serve in the Chinese military as a briga-
dier-general before being further pro-
moted to the rank of major-general in April
1935.

“hasifria”—A Resoure for East

Asian Jews
by Ronn Bechler

My wife, Maxine, and | have started a
business selling children’s Israeli products
to Jewish communities throughout Asia,
in particular to communities such as those
in China and elsewhere.
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It all started with an overseas trip and a
chance purchase of an Israeli children’s
dvd for our young daughter. After that, life
was never the same again. Her friends
came over, danced, sang and laughed and
then pleaded with their parents to have
their own copy. There was nowhere to
buy this or similar products locally.

hasifria, “the library”, was established
largely to cater for children’s Hebrew /
Jewish education and entertainment. At
hasifria, you can purchase dvd’s, cd'’s,
toys/games, books, wall art, dishes and
other interesting things. Whether you are
in Australia, New Zealand or Asia,
hasifria.com.au is always open.

We have been able to bring together a
unique collection of quality products.
Most items are sourced from lIsrael with
an emphasis on Hebrew, and Israeli and
Jewish culture.

With new products constantly added to
our site, we offer a diverse array of edu-
cational and entertainment products to
select from.

Whether you are buying for a newborn,
toddler or school-aged child, we have
everything from beautiful alef-bet wall
hangings, books and fun plates, to the lat-
est in Israeli children’s music and dvd's.

In order not to leave you out, we also
currently stock a small number of prod-
ucts (which will grow over time) aimed at
grown ups with an interest in Hebrew.

We trust you will enjoy your hasifria ex-
perience.

Some recent articles about us...

Instilling a love of Israel at an early age,

Australian Jewish News (Victoria) 22/12/
2005

New “library” spells fun for kids, The
Maccabean (Western Australia) 16/12/
2005

hasifria

www.hasifria.com.au

t. +61-3 9596 3900

m. +61-3 9596 3911

m. +61-412 297 072

e. customerservice@hasifria.com.au




