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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor ......cceeeeeeeiiiiiiiecceeee, $1,000
FPaAtron ..ooooeiiiiii e, 500
Corporate Patron ......ccccoceveveeeieieeeieieereeeeeeeennn, 500
Corporate SPONSOT ;s wasssnss s s ...250 to 499
Corporate Member ........cccceveeevveeennnnnn. 250 to 499
T 0To] 1 1-To ] ST 100
Regular Member .........cccvveeviviiviiieeeieecceee 50
LIBFATIES 1500 ciimsmsinssinnicininissmmmmnsnsmsansnsmmmannansmsnnss 50
ACAAEMIC .vvviiiiiiiei e 30
SeNior CitiZeNS ....veevveiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeiiiiiee e 25
SEUENTES .o 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

I wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points Fastthree times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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IN CHINA, JEWISH STUDIES BLOSSUM

by Paul Mooney
excerpted from The Chronicle of Higher Fducation,
11 August 2006

Jinan, China: It’s a Friday night in the capital of the eastern coastal
province of Shandong, and a group of several dozen young Chi-
nese university students gather for dinner at an apartment just a
few blocks away from the campus of Shandong University.

" Save for some hummus, the dining table is weighed down with

Chinese food. But this is not your typical Friday-night meal in
China.

First, the gathered students bow in prayer, covering their faces
with their hands as candles are lit. Then, led by Mr. Avrum
Ehrlich, a former rabbi and now a professor of Judaic studies in
the School of Philosophy and Social Studies at Shandong Uni-
versity, the group sings songs and recites prayers together as
several participants crane their necks to read the Hebrew script
in shared books. The male students wear yarmulkes. One even
wears a T-shirt emblazoned with a large blue Star of David.

Mr. Ehrlich finishes the ritual blessings over the wine and the
bread, and offers a toast. At last the students take their seats and
begin to eat, as the room fills with animated conversation.

All but two of the guests at this weekly celebration of the Jewish
Sabbath in Mr. Ehrlich’s apartment are Chinese students of Juda-
ism at Shandong University. Mr. Ehrlich, a 37-year-old professor
from Australia, is-one of the first foreign academics to teach
Hebrew Bible, Talmudic thought, and the Kabbalah in China.
His ambitious plan is to put this sleepy provincial university-on
the map as an international center-of Judaic studies.

Part of Mr. Ehrlich’s pedagogy is to immerse his students in ritu-
als central to Judaism. Thus he holds this weekly gathering at his
apartment — complete with chopsticks. “It’s sort of a fusion
Chinese Shabbat,” he quips.

Pop into any of the classrooms in the building that houses the
School of Philosophy and Social Studies on Shandong'’s tree-
shaded campus and you are likely to see students reading the
Bible in Hebrew, conjugating Hebrew verbs, thumbing through
the Talmud — a centuries-old collection of Jewish law and com-
mentary — or debating the similarities between Judaism and
Confucianism.

The enthusiasm for studying Judaism expressed by Mr. Ehrlich’s
students reflects a growing interest in that religion elsewhere in

(continued on page 4)
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AN ISRAELI VISITS KAIFENG
by Gavriel Cohen

My name is Gavriel. | am 23 years old from Tel Aviv, Israel.
After finishing a 3 year army service | decided, as is fairly popu-
lar among young Israelis upon finishing their army service, to
go traveling for a few months. | decided to travel to the Far
East, choosing China as my primary destination. It’s a compli-
cated and interesting country, possibly now more than ever,
and | ended up spending over 5 months traveling there.

| started my travels in Beijing, where | landed in mid-Novem-
ber. About a week later, on a day train to the city of Datong, an
important historical Buddhist center, | decided to go to Kaifeng,
which | knew to be the ancient capital of China and the home
of China’s oldest Jewish community.

Having not prepared for this, having no real knowledge about
the city, | spent quite some time trying to find out as much
information as possible. | read a couple of guidebooks, which
were helpful in information about the city itself — tourist sites,
accommodation, etc. — and which had very little information
about the Jewish history there. | remembered having read an
article or two and having watched a TV program or two about
the subject in the past, but | had only a vague recollection of
those. | thus turned to the internet. The net proved itself, as
always, to be a good source for information. Some of the sites
| found were actually promotional sites — some for books, some
for companies arranging Jewish history tours in China. Of all
the sites containing a good historical background on the sub-
ject, two noteworthy ones are those of the Sino-Judaic institute
(http://www.sino-judaic.org) and Beit Hatfutsot (http://
www.bh.org.il). Each of these websites contained an interest-
ing in-depth account of the city’s Jewish history.

I thus arrived in Kaifeng in late November of 2005 with some
knowledge about the city’s Jewish and other history. | was,
however, faced with a question that seemed almost impossible
to answer — | had some knowledge about the Jewish history in
the city and about the city itself, but absolutely no clue about
real Jewish life in modern day Kaifeng. How do | begin explor-
ing this in a place where | don't speak the local language and
don’t know anyone who can help me?

| contacted Rabbi Anson Laytner of the SJI through the
institution’s website. He replied quickly, providing me with
the details of his contact — Prof. Zhang Qianlong, head of the
Institute of Jewish studies at Henan University. | tried to con-
tact her and kept looking for something that could help me find

(continued on page 6)
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FROM THE EDITOR

One of the traditional customs associated
with the Jewish New Year is to go to the
bank of a river or lake and symbolically
purge oneself of accumulated sins by emp-
tying one’s pockets of some bread crumbs
and casting them into the water. This is
called “tashlich” in Hebrew, from the verb
“to cast out.”

In a similar way, | have accumulated an
odd -assortment of articles over the past
year all having to do with different aspects
of Jewish identity as it intersects with vari-
ous Asian identities. Now, just as we be-
ing the new year, | take these articles out
of my folder and cast them upon you, our
readers, our water—and thus | am purged
of...well the analogy only goes so far.

One unexpected treat that happened to
appear just at the right time is Gavriel
Cohen’s featured article on his trip to
Kaifeng about a year ago. It is well-writ-
ten and comprehensive; a fascinating read.

Shana tova—a good and sweet, healthy
and happy new year to you all!

Anson Laytner

“The Jews of Kaifeng”

Cauld Visit Your
Community

The Sino-Judaic Institute’s exhibit
is a hit wherever it goes!

Educational A great community
relations bridge between Jews and
Asians ¢ Unique programming
and public relations
opportunities for all age groups ¢
Complementary materials and
speakers available ¢ Affordable
Easy to install

For scheduling information, please
contact
Linda Frank .
Phone: 415/263-8926
FAX 415/263-8954
linda@franknet.net
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Prof. Xu’s propensity to treat the historic-
ity of The. Travels of Marco Polo vis-a-vis
the Jews of thirteenth-century China as
evidence of the highest order...

The second error is that Xu seems to be
unaware that the authenticity of the au-
thorship of a universally accepted primary
source concerning the Kaifeng Jews, and
perhaps some of the true author’s com-
ments, have been challenged several times
in publications written in 1975 and later...
On the whole, when Xu recounts histori-
cal data he has derived from the litera-
ture, his efforts often turn out to be skimpy
and in many instances not as carefully
recorded as they might have been. When,
on the other hand, he discusses the infor-
mation he has obtained directly from the
remnants of the old Kaifeng kehillah and
sorts out and groups much of this infor-
mation under distinctive headings, he is
well worth reading. This is also true when
he introduces us to data and points of view
he has encountered in the growing Chi-
nese-written Judaica literature, much of
which is not readily available to Western
readers.

| should add that Xu’s paper, “Chinese
Policy Towards Judaism,” presented at the
international symposium “Youtai—Pres-
ence and Perception of Jews and Judaism”
that took place at the Germersheim branch
of the Johannes Gutenberg University on
September 19-23, 2003, deals /inter alia
with the unsuccessful efforts made in 1953
by the descendants of the Kaifeng Jews to
persuade the government of Chinato grant
them official recognition as one of the
country’s several dozen minorities and to
be included thereby in the affirmative ac-
tion policies accorded to such minorities.
| have read a draft copy of this paper and
consider it a superior piece of work that
will surely merit reading when the docu-
ments submitted to the Germersheim
seminar are published in book form.

Taiheyo Senso to Shanghai no Yudaya
nanmin

(The Pacific War and the Jewish Refugees
in Shanghai) by Maruyama Naoki
Hosei Daigaku, 2005, 216x155mm. 312
pp. Yen 5,800. ISBN 4-588-37703-5
reviewed by Rena Krasno

During the first week of September, Pro-
fessor Albert Dien and | had the great plea-
sure of meeting Prof. Maruyama Naoki of
the Faculty of Law of Meiji Gakuin Uni-
versity (Tokyo). We took this opportunity
to invite Professor Maruyama to visit the

archives of the Hoover Institute. Ron
Bulatoff, who is responsible for the China
section, very kindly took much time off
his busy schedule to warmly welcome our
visitor, help him register at the archives,
and have access to the Sino-Judaic files,
as well as other files in the Hoover China
Catologue.

The Pacific War and The Jewish Refugees
in Shanghai, examines the formation of
the Jewish Community in Shanghai after
Great Britain’s victory in the Opium War
resulting in Shanghai’s status as a Treaty
Port... The first Jewish settlers, who arrived
after the signing of the Treaty of Nanking
in 1842, were Middle Eastern Jews and
White Russian Jews who had escaped
from anti-Semitism in Europe and in Iraq.
The author depicts the approximately
century old history of the Jews in Shang-
hai until the Communist takeover of the
city in 1949. He describes how the Euro-
pean Jewish refugees sought refuge and
new lives in other countries.

Professor Maruyama’s interest in interna-
tional relations centers on the Middle East
in general, and Shanghai in particular.
Long after the Pacific War ended, he per-
sonally met Laura Margolies, the Joint dis-
tribution Committee representative in
Shanghai before and during the Japanese
occupation, and was very much impressed
by her dedication to helping Jewish refu-
gees who had escaped from Nazism.
Throughout, Laura Margolies had man-
aged to maintain a working relationship
with the Japanese occupying forces in
Shanghai. She has since passed away at
an advanced old age and Prof. Maruyama
is writing a book on her life and work.

According to Prof. Maruyama, although a
member of the Axis powers, Japan had
never persecuted Jews. In fact, Japan did
not close its-doors to Jewish refugees and
treated them decently when they arrived
in Japan. 20,000 finally resettled in
Shanghai. After Pearl Harbor when the
Japanese occupied Shanghai, the Jewish
refugees became part of their responsibil-
ity. It was a new experience for Japan, but
it should be emphasized that although
they were Germany's allies, they never
applied the Nazi policy of exterminating
Jews.

This outstanding book helps Japanese to-
day understand the desperate situation of
Jews at the time that Hitler pushed forward
‘the Final Solution’ to rid Europe of all Jews
in the empire he hoped to found. Prof.
Maruyama kindly donated a copy of his
book to the Sino-Judaic Institute Library.

15

Unfortunately, at present, Prof.
Maruyama'’s book is available only in Japa-
nese.

Shanghai Legacy

by Marion Cuba

US $14.95

reviewed by A. James Rudin

excerpted from the Atlanta Journal Con-
stitution, 17 July 2006

While stationed as an Air Force chaplain
in Japan and Korea in the 1960s, | met
some of Shanghai’s Jews who were then
living in Tokyo. They praised the Japa-
nese for rejecting [Gestapo agent]
Meisinger’s murderous request [to carry
out the “Final Solution” on Jews living
under Japanese control in Shanghai and
other Asian cities]. They also lauded the
heroic work of Chiune Sugihara, Japan’s
World War Il consul in Lithuania...

These little-known chapters in history are
vividly captured in Marion Cuba’s recently
published novel, “Shanghai Legacy.” It
is a compelling multigenerational family
saga that skillfully moves between World
War Il Shanghai and contemporary New
York City.

“Shanghai Legacy” is the story of Hannabh,
a psychologically rigid and emotionally
bitter German Jewish girl who spent eight
years in Shanghai, where both her parents
died. At war’s end, young Hannah and
her husband, also a Shanghai Jew, move
to the United States and begin a new life.
In the novel, Maya, their American-born
daughter, discovers many painful family
secrets after her mother’s death.

Cuba superbly re-creates wartime Shang-
hai when Maya discovers Hannah'’s long-
hidden diaries. Because Cuba’s carefully

"researched novel draws on source mate-

rial from the period, her book is more than
the usual mother-daughter story of love,
loss, rejection and reconciliation. Nor is
it just another Holocaust memoir. Instead,
“Shanghai Legacy” tells a gripping story
that holds the reader’s attention while
conveying important historical informa-
tion.

Shanghai Legacy is published by
booklocker.com and available at
amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com, as
well as booklockler.com, or by special or-
der at any bookstore. ISBN 1-59113-809-4.
For more information go to
www.shanghalegacy.com.



