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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTE

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was
founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:
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K 2 1 070 [ R 500
Corporate Patron ..........ccceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineinennn. 500
Corporate SPONSOr .....ceeeveeeeviveieiiieieaas 250 to 499
Corporate MEMDBEY 5. s sssnssssssssm e 250 to 499
] 0107 10 G g 100
Regular Member ........coovvveeiiiieiiiieiicenees 50
LIDFari@s ..eeeevieeeiiee et 50
ACAEMIC .evvviiiiiiiieee e 30
SenIOr CItIZENS ...oinisivessiassiimissmses sosssssssnssnsnioiss 25
STUAENTS .ot 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points Fastthree times a year. Enclosed
ismy checkfor$ .

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, 232 Lexington Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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A NEW BRIDGE LINKING
CHINESE AND JEWISH CULTURES

Institute of Jewish Studies, Nanjing University
Press Release

A grand dedication
ceremony was held
on the morning of
Nov. 21 at Nanjing
University for the re-
location of the Insti-
tute of Jewish Studies
of Nanjing University
along with the inau- [E5.
guration of the &
Director’s Room, e
Conference Hall,
Seminar Room, Study

Room and Judaic Library.

Nanjing Jewish Studles Institute

Zhou Xian, Vice President of Nanjing University, made a wel-
come speech on behalf of the University. Xu Xin, Director of the
Institute, gave a brief introduction to the history and achieve-
ments of the Institute, and expressed his heartfelt gratitude to
the donors’ support.

Professor Alfred Gottschalk delivered the keynote speech. As a
leader of Reform Judaism Movement, he is the honorary Chan-
cellor of Hebrew Union College. In addition, he holds the posi-
tion of the Chair of the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum’s Academic Committee which is appointed by Ameri-
can President.

The Institute is the first research/teaching institution in China
dedicated to the study of Judaic subjects that was established
totally by Jewish donation from the United States, the Great Brit-
ain and lIsrael. The Diane and Guilford Glazer Fund provided
the major funds for the relocation. To express its appreciation,
the Institute is renamed the Diane & Glazer Institute of Jewish
Studies.

A number of distinguished guests from abroad traveled to Nanjing
for the ceremony. Among them are Mr. Arthur Rosen, Chairman
of the Board of the Sino-Judaic Institute, Mr. Mattan Lurie, repre-
sentative of the Glazers, Dr. Beverly Friend and her family from
Chicago, and Mr. Jerry Gotel from the London Jewish Cultural
Centre.

Also present were scholars and representatives from Jewish Stud-
ies institutions in China. They are Professor Xiao Xian, Vice Presi-

(continued on page 4)
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A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

JEWISH AND CHINESE

DIASPORAS
by Zhang Longxi
excerpted from Ex/Change, vol. 16, June 2006

The word “diaspora” in its normative usage indicates the dis-
persion of Jews and the settling of Jewish communities after the
Babylonian captivity, and more generally, it refers to Jews liv-
ing outside of Palestine or modern lIsrael. In recent decades,
however, discussions of cultures and communities other than
the Jewish have often applied the word “diaspora” in a much
expanded sense to other minority groups living outside their
native land. The term has been rather widely used in such a
broad sense with reference to Chinese communities overseas,
and it is perhaps time now that we put Jewish and Chinese
diasporas together for an examination. Why Jewish and Chi-
nese? What do these minority groups have in common? What
implications may the relationship between such diasporas and
their host nations have for the future - not only for these minor-
ity groups themselves, but for the regions involved and per-
haps even for the world at large?

Let us begin by taking a close look at the comparison of the
Chinese and the Jews. Many scholars have mentioned King
Vajiravudh of Thailand, the chief ideologue of official Thai
nationalism in the late nineteenth century and the early twenti-
eth, as one of the first to compare the Chinese with Jews. The
Thai king called the Chinese “the Jews of the Orient” with all
the implications of age-old anti-Semitic stereotypes; he portrayed
the Chinese as “every bit as unscrupulous and as unconscio-
nable as the Jews,” and accused them in racist terms of being
“aliens by birth, by nature, by sympathy, by language, and fi-
nally by choice,” as “born intriguers and conspirators.”' Such a
negative comparison, however, was hardly original and had
historical roots reaching back to a much earlier time. At the
beginning of the seventeenth century, traveling to Java and
writing about the Javans and the Chinese in 1602, an English
man Edmund Scot already made a similar comparison when he
described the Chinese as “living as slaves under [the Javans],”
but doing all kinds of work in the country and “suck[ing] away
all the wealth of the Land, by reason that the Javans are so
idle.” He went on to say:

The Javans themselves are very dull and blockish to
manage any affairs of a Commonwealth, whereby all strangers
goe beyond them that come into their land; and many of the
Country of Clyn, which come thither to dwell, doe grow very
rich, and rise to great Offices and Dignitie amongst them... es-
pecially the Chinese who like Jewes live crooching under them,
but rob them of their wealth, and send it to China.?

(continued on page 6)
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FROM THE EDITOR

With this issue, we mark the 22™ year of
publication of Points Fast. That stack of
paper in human terms equates to my en-
tering this position as a young father and
emerging as a grandfather!

It also means that change is afoot at the
Sino-Judaic Institute because a number of
us have been volunteering for the equiva-
lent of a generation. Al Dien, our beloved
and hard-working President, is stepping
down as are several Board members. Elec-
tions for officers and board members are
to be held.

It is a time of both crisis and opportunity.

Since our SJI membership is as far flung as
the Jewish and Chinese diasporas, it is
impossible to gather together in person to
discuss the future of SJI. Instead | invite
you to send in your visions for our organi-
zation. We will publish the best of these
in a future issue.

Also consider volunteering to serve on a
committee, or put yourself forward to be
nominated to the Board. Remember, we
have no way of knowing your interest with-
out your telling us.

This time of year also marks the beginning
of the Chinese New Year; that most prob-
lematic of years to Jews and Muslims, the
year of the pigboar. May the coming year
bring us contentment and our world
peace.

Anson Laytner

Points East
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Points Fast is published by the Sino-Judaic
Institute, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.
The opinions and views expressed by the
contributors and editor are their own and do
not necessarily express the viewpoints and
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FINANCIAL REPORT
AVAILABLE

SJI members interested in receiving a
copy of the annual financial report should
send a self-addressed envelope to: Shelton
Ehrlich, Treasurer of the Sino-Judaic In-
stitute, 755 Northampton, Palo Alto, CA
94303.

TO THE EDITOR

Perhaps you or another SJI member can
assist me in the following:

I am looking to obtain on VHS (not DVD)
the following two films: The Visas That
Saved Lives (ISBN:1-56082-144-2) and
Kaifeng & San‘a (ISBN:1-56082-159-0).

These were available from a company
called Ergo Media, Inc. here in Teaneck,
NJ, but when | inquired they said every-
thing they had was in DVD and could not
help me....

I will of course pay for any expenses...
can also be contacted at 201 837 0489.

Prof. Mark Sommer
1266 Teaneck Road, Apt. T0A
Teaneck, NJ 07666
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symbolizing perfect harmony of oppo-
sites.

My wall is a maze and as such it can be
negotiated—just as relationships between
people, countries, and cultures can be
negotiated—with some effort. These walls
are not impenetrable, and as such indi-
cate a possibility for discourse.

The outer walls will have the names of all
the survivors of the war who sought ref-
uge in Shanghai, the thousands of Jewish
refugees leaving Nazi Europe. The inter-
nal walls will be fitted with audio equip-
ment that will have individual oral histo-
ries of today’s survivors. At the center will
be the Yin Yang, the Yin being a small
pond and the Yang being white sand em-
bedded with candles, to represent the
many survivors who are now dead...

Gila Lustiger, author of That’s The Way
We Are, has the idea is that every creator
is an outsider. My own creative endeav-
ors as an artist continue to pursue a deeper
understanding of the implications of ex-
ploration of identities formed by disloca-
tion, diaspora and alienation. One of the
traditional fields for the study of culture
is art history. Therefore it appears logical
to use art to reconstruct individual histo-
ries, to mesh various cultures and to cre-
ate a site specific monument.

Monuments are iconic memory keepers,
in honor of and in memory of thousands
of lives that were saved and, in this par-
ticular case, of the Jewish refugees in
China, and the respect and admiration the
Chinese people deserve. My quest is to
find others like myself who are survivors
and children of survivors of the Shanghai
Ark experience, and to collect their
names. In addition | intend to collect at
least 100-200 oral histories of former Jew-
ish refugees, which will be embedded in
the internal walls on MP3 players. Thus
this remarkable portion of the Holocaust
History will be memorialized for genera-
tions to come.

Jewish Doctor Turned

‘Buddha Savior’ under Mao

excerpted from YNet News AFP, pub-
lished: 11.22.06, 13:42

Jakob Rosenfeld, a Viennese physician
turned hero of the Chinese revolution, is
less well-known than Norman Bethune, a
Canadian doctor whose services during

the Sino-Japanese war inspired Mao to
write an essay that he later made compul-
sory reading for his People’s Republic.

But the Jewish doctor—or General Luo as
he was known in China—was the only one
of a handful of foreign volunteers to make
it into the upper echelons of the revolu-
tionary army.

“He was even named health minister in
the Communist army’s provisional govern-
ment in 1947,” Gerd Kaminski, an Aus-
trian expert on Chinese history and the
organizer of this new exhibit at Vienna’s
Jewish Museum, told AFP.

The show is part of a series of events
hosted by Austria marking the 35th anni-
versary of the establishment of diplomatic
ties with Beijing in 1971.

Nothing in the background of the young,
renowned Viennese gynecologist pre-
saged his future as the “Buddha savior” of
the Red Army, as he was nicknamed.

Unlike Bethune, a militant communist
who joined Mao as early as 1938,
Rosenfeld “aspired only to a comfortable
life shuttling between his practice and
evenings at the opera,” said Kaminski,
who has written a book on the Jewish
doctor.

Born in 1902 in Lemberg—now Lvov, in
western Ukraine, but then part of the
Austro-Hungarian empire—Rosenfeld, the
son of a non-commissioned officer in the
imperial army, narrowly escaped the fate
of many Jews in Nazi Germany.

Deported to the concentration camps at
Dachau and then Buchenwald, he was
released in 1939 on condition that he will
leave the Reich within two weeks.

“The only possibility at the time was to
board a ship for Shanghai where no visa
was necessary to enter the international
concession,” Kaminski said.

Soon known as “Little Vienna”, Shanghai’s
Jewish neighborhood provided a refuge
to some 25,000 European Jews and
Rosenfeld quickly opened a practice there.

But following an encounter with a propa-
ganda agent for Comintern, the Soviet-
based international communist organiza-
tion to promote the spread of the prole-
tarian revolution, and after seeing the
Chinese persecuted by the Japanese army
of occupation, the Austrian decided to join
Mao’s New Fourth Army in 1941.

15

The rest is the stuff of legend - endless
stories of the young doctor on the
frontlines, operating tirelessly on war
wounded with only the light from a flash-
light. He also waged his own war to im-
prove hygiene and trained dozens of Chi-
nese doctors in the methods of modern
medicine.

“He was a great hero and a humanist, ad-
mired by the army and the population,
who saved thousands of lives and whose
role was comparable to that of Bethune,”
China’s ambassador to Austria, Lu
Yonghua, told AFP.

Elevated to the rank of general, Rosenfeld
tended to the elite in the Communist
Party’s Central- Committee and forged
close ties with Liu Shaoqi and Chen Yi,
who would later go on to become respec-
tively president and foreign minister of
China...

The Austrian “General Luo” chose to re-
main in China after the fall of the Nazi
regime and participated in the Red Army’s
march on Beijing before returning to
Vienna in 1949, the year the People’s Re-
public of China was founded.

Back in Austria, he found a city devas-
tated by war and still rife with anti-
Semitism where he could “no longer
adapt” following the extermination of his
family, he wrote in his diary.

The Jewish doctor tried to return to China
in 1950, but without a visa, and had to
settle in Israel where he died two years
later following heart failure.

“With the new power in place and the

-beginning of the Korean War, foreigners

were not necessarily welcome in China
anymore,” Kaminski said.

Forgotten after Liu and Chen fell out of
favor during the Cultural Revolution in the
late 1960s, Rosenfeld was only gradually
rehabilitated after Mao’s death in 1976.
In recent years, however, his “hero” sta-
tus was restored, thanks in part to
Kaminski’s efforts.

“Today, he has a statue, a hospital and
Beijing’s National Museum of China set
up an 800-square-metre (8,600 square
feet) exhibit in his honor inaugurated by

" President Hu Jintao,” Kaminski noted...




