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9. Children unaccompanied by foreign-
ers are not allowed in Reserve Gardens.
10. The Police have instructions to enforce
these regulations.

By Order

N.O.Liddell

Secretary, Council Room, Shanghai, Sep-
tember 13, 1917

This was a City Ordinance which clearly
decreed that all Public Gardens were re-
served for the Foreign Community. Think
about that. We're in China and the native
Chinese were barred from Public Gardens.
| was obviously a foreigner, much more
so than in Switzerland and yet, the minute
| got off the ship, | had rights over the
native Chinese. | was clearly a beneficiary
of those laws and of the attitude that pre-
vailed in Shanghai. As a result | felt much
less a foreigner in Shanghai than | did as
a foreigner in Switzerland.

There were other examples of discrimi-
nation against the Chinese as well, eco-
nomic discrimination. Let me give you just
one example. We lived in an
apartment on the 10th floor of an upscale
apartment building. W e had hardwood
‘parquet’ floors, radiator heating, electric-
ity, hot and cold running water. We had
2 servants who lived in the servants’ quar-

ters in back of the kitchen by the back
stairway in 2 rooms that had concrete
floors, no lights, no heat, no windows, no
doors. | recall one evening our cook got
sick and my mother asked me to go up to
the apartment of a Russian doctor who
lived 2 stories above us and to ask him to
come down to examine our cook and find
out what was wrong with him. | recall tak-
ing the doctor to that back room with a
flash light which | had to shine on the sick
man so that the doctor was able to con-
duct his examination.

| had no social contact with Chinese
people. | was living in a de-facto segre-
gated society...

America: | arrived in San Francisco on
July 26, 1946. After getting off the ship, |
walked all over downtown San Francisco
and did not encounter a single homeless
person unlike the Shanghai | had just left
behind. | saw only one person, a double
amputee dressed in a suit and tie and
seated at Union Square near Stockton
Street, selling pencils. He was something
of a fixture there and | saw him often
again.

| was fortunate to be admitted to the In-
ternational House in Berkeley. That insti-
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tution had a policy of placing each for-
eign student together with an American
student in a room. My first room mate was
a Chinese-American graduate student who
had recently been discharged from the
military. Can you imagine that I, who
never socialized with Chinese people in
my 6 years of living in China, had a Chi-
nese-American room mate? He told me
that he had flown bombing missions over
Germany for 2 years and, as you can imag-
ine, we got along very well.

At the | House, | got to know so many
students of many different nationalities,
races and religions. There was a Japanese-
American | became friendly with who later
became a Deputy City Attorney and neigh-
bor of mine in San Francisco. | meta num-
ber of black students, Americans as well
as Africans. | met students from Arab lands
and | made friends with some Palestin-
ians, friendships that have lasted till now.

Thus | came to realize that prejudice and
discrimination against anyone are simply
wrong and that we must constantly be
aware of their existence and make a con-
scious effort continually to fight against
them.
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THE HEBREW STUDIES PROGRAM
AT PEKING UNIVERSITY,

BEIJING, CHINA
by Zhenhua Meng, Yiyi Chen

Peking University (also known as Beijing University, henceforth
PKU) has always been at the forefront of many significant move-
ments in the history of China since its establishment in 1898. In
1985, the department of Oriental Studies started the first under-
graduate program in Hebrew language and cultural studies in
China. This has become a milestone in many ways for Judaic
studies in China.

The political atmosphere in the 1980s, when China had no offi-
cial diplomatic relationship with Israel, was not as open as to-
day. The Chinese knew little about the outside world. Due to
the limited and sometimes misleading information provided by
the government run media, most Chinese believed that the State
of Israel was a “menial jackal” of the “American imperialists”
and a sinister invader in the Middle East The first Hebrew class
was established for national security reasons. The initial number
of students was eight. When the first class began, there was little
fanfare. Instead, it was said that some security guards were sta-
tioned outside the classroom to deal with potential threats. “I
could only read written Modern Hebrew in books and newspa-
pers,” says Ms. Zheping Xu, who goes by the Hebrew name
Shula, “but had no experience on how to communicate with
Israelis in daily spoken Hebrew.” She was among the handful of
Hebrew students trained by Mr. Xiangqun Xu in the late 70s and
early 80s. Mr. Xu is a self-made Hebrew scholar, who started to
self-study Hebrew in the early 60s at the request of a former
state leader for national security purposes. He was a graduate
from the Oriental Studies department at PKU as a student of the
Arabic language in the late 50s. Mr. Xu spent almost half a cen-
tury studying modern Hebrew using newspapers and books col-
lected from lIsrael. His life- long study culminated with a mod-
ern Hebrew grammar written from scratch in the Chinese lan-
guage, based on thousands of index cards he made during the
previous 50 years. It was published by PKU Press in 2005.

Lack of experienced instructors did not efface the keen interest
of the first eight Hebrew students at PKU. The authorities at PKU
invited guest instructors from the United States to help Ms. Xu
with the teaching of spoken Hebrew. Some of the instructors
were scholars in biblical Hebrew, with limited experience in
modern spoken Hebrew gained while visiting Israel. The first
Hebrew class of eight students graduated in 1990.

In 1991, preparation for formal diplomatic relationship between
China and Israel were underway. The foreign ministry of Israel

(continued on page 4)
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TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY
TO GET CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE

by Ron Friedman
excerpted from E-Jerusalem Post, May 30, 2007

The Confucius Institute for Chinese Studies will begin offer-
ing classes at Tel Aviv University in October, according to
an agreement signed on Monday between University Presi-
dent Prof. Itamar Rabinovitch and Chinese Ambassador to
Israel Zhao Jun.

The Confucius Institute is an initiative of the Chinese gov-
ernment aimed at promoting Chinese language and culture
internationally.

TAU has the largest faculty of Far Eastern studies in Israel,
with 200 students registering for Chinese language and cul-
ture courses every year.

As opposed to regular university courses, classes at the
Confucius Institute will be open to the public and students
will not have to be registered at the university.

“In the last 10 years we have experienced a huge growth in
demand for Chinese language studies. China is the fastest
growing economy in the world today. Many Israelis are in-
terested in learning the language history and culture of the
newest global superpower,” said Prof. Meir Shahar, the new
institute’s director...

Israel is the third country in the Middle East to open a
Confucius Institute, after Lebanon and Turkey.

In addition to language courses, the new institute will offer
seminars on Chinese philosophy, history and economics, and
fund fellowships and exchange programs with Chinese uni-
versities and awards to outstanding students...

The institute will be run by Shahar and professors Aron Shai
and Raanan Rein.
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FROM THE EDITOR

This issue marks a significant transition
for SJI with the election of a new slate of
officers. The timing of this change does
not allow us to address its significance
in this issue, either in terms of appreci-
ating all that the former leadership team
has accomplished or in terms of antici-
pating what the new leadership team has
in mind. This we will save for future is-
sues of Points Fast.

For the moment, let me formally express
our collective appreciation for all that
Al Dien has done: the correspondence
and phone calls and emails and meet-
ings. He has been the brains and soul of
SJI; the rest of us just his digits. Thank
you, Al

In the meantime, be forewarned: | am
now president of SJI and | control its
media ...

Anson Laytner
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though | spoke German and
“Schwitzerdutsch” (Swiss dialect) like a
native, | frequently heard the expression
of “Chaibe Uslander” (Damn foreigner)
from other kids.

When | attended the Kantonal Gymna-
sium in Zurich shortly after the outbreak
of WWII, we had a teacher of German
Language and Essay who was a Swiss
Reserve Army officer. On the first day in
school he asked each member of the class
to identify himself by asking where and
when he was born etc. When it became
my turn, he asked me where | was born
and | said “Japan” whereupon
he asked me what my nationality was. |
answered that my mother was Russian.
He then told me to get up from my seat
and stand. He turned to all the other
boys in the class and said: “ Everyone:
Look at this boy. He is Russian!” | had a
most unusual feeling like | was sort of a
freak on exhibit.

| also experienced anti-Semitic prejudice.
My first recollection of an occurrence was
on a Sunday morning when | was walk-
ing on a street near where | lived and
passed a church. Suddenly the church
doors opened and many kids came run-
ning out. Apparently the Sunday School
had just ended. One the kids from my
class in school with whom | had a friendly
relationship, spotted me and ran to me
and said :"You killed Christ!”. | was quite
dumbfounded but it was clear from where
he had just learned this bit of wisdom.

More troubling was the anti-Semitic ha-
tred that emanated from Germany. We
lived only about 50 miles from the Ger-
man frontier and were therefore easily able
to hear German long wave radio broad-
casts. I'll never forget hearing the Fuehrer
scream into the microphone that he in-
tended to destroy the Jews. He used the
German verb “vernichten”, i.e. not just to
destroy but literally “to make into noth-
ing”, i.e. annihilate. This was very intimi-
dating stuff to experience for any Jew, es-
pecially a very young one.

In 1937 during the summer vacation pe-
riod, my dad decided for our family to go
to his native Latvia, to visit with his fam-
ily and attend his younger sister’s wed-
ding. Though Latvia is only about 1000
miles away, it took a long train ride
through Germany to get there. In Berlin
we had to change trains and railroad sta-
tions. As we left the station and walked
out in the streets of downtown Berlin, |

recall it was a beautiful sunny summer
day, we saw many German swastika flags
flying from the flagpoles and buildings and
many uniformed German military walk-
ing around wearing swastika armbands.

For us Jews this was a particularly oppres-
sive atmosphere. There were leaflets on
the sidewalks which had imprinted: “Die
Juden sind unser Unglueck” (The Jews are
our misfortune) and several large stores
were marked “Jude” and “Don’t shop at
Jewish stores”. It is hard to recreate the
impression our entire family felt. It was as
if the entire German nation was in a state
of war with the Jews and we were very
defenseless in that situation.

Then in 1939, shortly prior to the outbreak
of WWII, my parents sent me to a
summer camp in Champery, in the Alps
in the French speaking part of
Switzerland. It was a very nice summer
camp for boys. | was 12 years old and |
met there several boys from Germany and
| particularly recall a German boy, about
15 or 16, tall, blond, handsome and a
friendly type and at first we got along fine
and | looked up to him as a role model,
as younger boys are apt to do. Of course
he was a member of the Hitler Youth, as
all German boys were and he found out
shortly that | was a Jew and then his
friendly playfulness quickly turned into
nastiness and meanness. He started to
espouse and continuously repeat and re-
cite the lessons he had learned so well in
the Hitler Youth, that of the superiority of
Aryans and inferiority of Jews and did so
with an air of self-assuredness and in very
authoritarian manner that booked no con-
tradiction.

My reaction to this continuing assertion
of superiority of Germans over the infe-
rior Jews was a very painful experience
and became the dominant experience that
| took away from this camp. Today | can
remember little else. | would not say that
he was able to convince me or that | felt
that | was in fact inferior, but I did begin
to have some doubt on that subject and it
would not be an exaggeration to say that
I did not look upon my Jewishness with
pride and even became somewhat
ashamed of it. | certainly would not have
volunteered that fact to any stranger.

Let’s fast forward 46 years to 1985. | was
on a trip to Soviet Russia with my wife
and 12 year-old son Jonathan with a group
of lawyers and their wives. Most of the
group were non-Jews. Our sight seeing
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bus was driving through an old section of
Moscow when Jonathan, seated in the
back of the bus called out to the tour
leader in the front of the bus and asked
him whether he could point out some of
the old historical synagogues in the City.
| was surprised and pleased by his atti-
tude as an American 12 year-old, obvi-
ously proud of his heritage unlike his
father’s at age 12 in Switzerland.

We now switch to Shanghai where | ar-
rived at age 13. My father had decided to
get out of Europe while the going was
good. We left in April of 1940 through
Italy which was still neutral and took a
boat from Venice all the way to Shang-
hai, a 5 week journey. Shanghai, what a
sea change from Switzerland. | don’t have
to tell you all, who lived there. We moved
into the French concession, where there
was the French Army, French Courts,
French laws, French street names where
the Chinese population were 2nd class
citizens in their own land. In the Interna-
tional Settlement, we had turbaned Sikh
police from India , the 4th US Marines,
Italian Marines, the Foreign Volunteer
Corps. the US and British navies in port.

| did some research to find out whether
in fact there was a law favoring the colo-
nial powers against the natives and | was
never able to find any evidence of that
frequently mentioned sign on the fence
of a park or lawn stating that “Chinese and
Dogs not Permitted” but | did find an old
statute enacted by the Shanghai Munici-
pal Council, as follows:

PUBLIC AND RESERVE GARDENS-
REGULATIONS

1. The gardens are reserved for the for-
eign community.

2. The gardens are open daily to the pub-
lic from 6 a.m. to half an hour after
midnight.

3. No persons are admitted unless respect-
ably dressed.

4. Dogs and Bicycles are not admitted.
5. Perambulators must be confined to the
paths.

6. Bird nesting, plucking flowers, climb-
ing trees or damaging trees, shrubs or grass
is strictly prohibited; visitors and others
in charge of children are requested to aid
in preventing such mischief.

7. No person is allowed within the band
enclosure.

8. Amahs in charge of children are not
permitted to occupy the seat chairs dur-
ing band performance.



