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JOIN THE SINO-JUDAIC INSTITUTF
The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political organization which was

founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and laypersons with the following goals:

1) To promote friendship and understanding between the Chinese and Jewish peoples and to encourage and
develop their cooperation in matters of mutual historical and cultural interest.

2) To assist the descendants of the ancient Jewish community of the city of Kaifeng, Henan province, in their
efforts to preserve and maintain the artifacts and documents they have inherited from their forebears, as well as in
their efforts to reconstruct the history of their community.

3) To support the establishment and maintenance of a Judaica section in the Kaifeng Municipal Museum.

4) To promote and assist the study and research of the history of early Jewish travel in China and in the rise and
fall of the various Jewish communities that were established in China over the past millennia.

5) To publish general information and scholarly materials dealing with all aspects of the Chinese-Jewish experience.

6) To serve as a briefing and information center for those interested in Sino-Judaica, and for travelers to Kaifeng
and other centers of Jewish interest in China.

7) To cooperate with other groups whose interests lie in Sinitic and Judaic matters.

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting our endeavor. Our
annual dues structure is as follows:

Benefactor ....uueieeeicuvieieeeeec e $1,000
FPALION e, 500
Corporate Patron ......ccccoeeevviviieeeeeeensiscnnennnn. 500
COrPOTate: SPONSOF . issueessunsses mrvsias sasmnns 250 to 499
Corporate Member ........ccccveevcrveennnenn. 250 to 499
ESPONSOL eiiiiieieiiiietieeeeeeesiirieeee e e e e s e e senerenaeeas 100
Regular MembEr .....ccvevveeiiieiieciiececee e, 50
LIBTARIES sonchum.o0 i s ssssnsssonemmmmansomersnmmammssnmmenss 50
PTG evimessmsresmnsions s sssens i G im: 30
SeNIOr CitiZENS ...uvvieeeeiiireeeeiiieeeeeeree e esvreee e 25
SEUAENTS cevvveeeriieeiie e 25

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China:
A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

| wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and receive Points Fastthree times a year. Enclosed
is my check for $

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Address:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, Prof. Steve Hochstadt, Dept. of History, Illinois College,
71701 West College Ave, Jacksonville IL 62650

N E W S

p

Points Last

L ETTER O K 2 R

Vol. 22 No. 3
November, 2007

STANISLAS D’ ESCAYRAC DE LAUTURE: AN
EMISSARY OF THE ALLIANCE UNIVERSAL

ISRAELITE IN CHINA
by Frederic Viey

Following a meeting of the Parisian Committee of the “Alliance
Universelle Israelite” at which the Rabbi Mahir Charleville made
a statement on the situation of the Jews of China, the members
of the board decided to address a French diplomat on a mission
in China to obtain information on the Jewish Community of
Kaifeng, described by the Jesuit missionaries at the beginning of
the XVIlI-th century. The “Bulletin of the Alliance Universelle
Israelite” of 1861 published the letter sent by the Alliance
Universelle Israelite to Sir Count Stanislas d” Escayrac de Lauture,
charged by the French Government with a scientific mission in
China:

“The Israelites of China,
Paris, on May 6, 18671

Sir,

The scientific mission which you perform in China with a com-
petence which fixes on you the attention of the learned world,
and the love of the science at the level of all the tests which it
imposes, offers to your curiosity and in Furope a crowd of prob-
lems, of which nobody is to disdain at this time of patient re-
search and fertile comparisons. The religious questions espe-
cially have powerful charm, to which would know how to resist
no philosophic spirit, and they are connected by an immediate
interest with the evolution of various cults. Please find, Sir, that
our curiosity comes to join you through the space, and to de-
mand a more complete satistaction, on a point which you only
touched in a remarkable communication made for the public by
the Universal Instructor. In this correspondence, relative to the
religious faiths of the Chinese, we read the following sentence:

“The Israelites established to Kai-fon, from before Christ, offer
great honour to the memory of Confucius”.

Here we are, Sir, by which title we cite this passage to write to
you. The Alliance Universelle Israelite is a free, lawful associa-
tion, in the name of the progress, under the aegis of the freedom
of conscience, and spread already to all the points of Europe.
Among the other objectives, it suggested establishing a base of
general statistics of the Israelites spread on the surface of the
globe. One can, without any systematic concern, admire the
vitality of this race, to which we belong, and fo follow with a
singular interest its dispersal in the whole world. The science of
the past finds there a problem which is the most deserving of

(continued on page 3)
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“NOT JUST ANOTHER COUNTRY:” THE
OLMERT FAMILY SOJOURN THROUGH
CHINA AS A CASE STUDY OF THE ROLE OF
TRAVEL IN JEWISH IDENTITY FORMATION

by Jonathan Goldstein

“China is the country which hosted our parents. They studied
in China. They spoke Chinese, and the Chinese culture is part
of my heritage and memory as a young kid in the State of Israel.
So China is not just another country for me.” Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert, Beijing, speaking to the Chinese news
agency Xinhua, quoted in Jewish Telegraphic Agency Daily
Briefing, 8 January 2007, p. 1.

Between 8 and 10 January 2007, the University of Cape Town’s
Kaplan Center for Jewish Studies and Research convened an
international conference to examine the role of “travel” and
“journeys” in the formation of Jewish identity. This article adds
an East Asian dimension to that discussion. In particular, it
examines the sojourn through China of the family of one of
Israel’s best known contemporary personalities, Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Olmert. How did the Olmert family’s political iden-
tity coalesce in an Asian political context? This article utilizes
the four-part analytical framework suggested by conference or-
ganizers Tony Kushner, Sarah Pearce, and Milton Shain for ex-
amining Jewish journeys in many parts of the world. It focuses
first on “leavings,” or what motivated Jews to abandon their
ancestral homelands; second, “passages,” or how the vicissi-
tudes of travel to new and relatively unknown destinations
shaped Jewish consciousness, thought and behaviour; third,
“identity,” the new cultural and intellectual characteristics which
Jews adopted at their new destinations; and fourth, the “return,”
or how Jews, in their new homelands, remembered and uti-
lized their ties to their ancestral homelands.[1]

[1] “Leavings”

In 1919, Ehud Olmert’s grandfather losif losifovitch was a
middle class merchant the city of Samara, a trading port on
Russia’s Volga River which came to be known as Kuybyshev
in the Soviet period. In that year, losif made the momentous
decision to move himself, his wife, young son and daughter
away from the chaos gripping their ancestral homeland. For
many Jews 1919 was a time of political uncertainty, social up-
heaval, famine, and virulent anti-Semitic pogroms which were
byproducts of civil war between Red and White Russian fac-
tions. With little chance of escaping to the West and with strong
devotion toward things Russian, losif turned eastward, travel-
ing across the Trans Siberian Railroad to the city of Harbin, a
Russian railway hub located several hundred miles within Man-

(continued on page 5)
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FROM THE EDITOR

We wrap up volume 22 of Points Fast
with something which | believe has never
been translated into English and may not
have even appeared in print since its origi-
nal publication in the mid 1800s. | refer
to the correspondence between the Alli-
ance Universelle Israelite and Count
Stanislas d’ Escayrac de Lauture.

Also in this issue are some fascinating tales
of individuals whose lives exemplify the
intersection of things Chinese and Jewish:
Israel Epstein, Dr. Zhong Zhiqing, the
Olmert family, and Sara Imas.

Lastly, some notes on more peripheral Jew-
ish communities, those of Karachi, Taiwan
and Burma.

Mention of the latter cannot but bring a
prayer to the lips for the people of that
country as they struggle for their rights with
the military junta that has for too long ruled
there.

My best wishes to all of you for a healthy,
happy and prosperous New Year!

Anson Laytner

IN THE FIELD

SJI MEMBERSHIP

Country Total
United States 211
China 15
Israel 14
Canada 10
England 9
Hong Kong 6
Australia 3
Japan 3
France 1
Germany 1
Indonesia 1
South Africa 1
Switzerland 1
Taiwan 1
TOTAL: 277

e Prof. Xu Xin Hospitalized; Re-
covering
Our dear friend and colleague, Prof. Xu
Xin of Nanjing University, has been
hospitalized with a brain aneurism. His
condition is stable and improving. His
son reports that he’s fully conscious and
articulate. We wish Xu Xin a “refuah
shelaymah” and his family our best
wishes.

Indian Jewish Newsletter

The Indian Jewish Congregation of the
USA publishes a wonderful electronic
newsletter, with memoires, news, reci-
pes and more. To receive their news-
letter, please send them a request to:
comments@jewsofindia.org

Art Exhibit on Kaifeng Jews

The Tolman Collection opened a paint-
ing exhibit on the Kaifeng Jews in
Shanghai on 1 September. This suite
of 34 paintings, by the artist Yin Xin
(b. 1959, Kashgar), chronicles the his-
tory of the ancient Jewish community.
For more information, go to

Points East
Anson Laytner, Publisher
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One Chinese Jew’s Tale of

Adversity and Triumph
by Wang Shanshan and Li Jian
excerpted from China Daily,

07/27/2005

Leiwi Imas chose to stay in China when
most other Jewish refugees left after World
War Il. By doing so, he began a legacy
that continues to this day, in a remark-
able tale of one Jewish family’s connec-
tion to China’s business hub that spans
seven decades.

The businessman, customs officer and ex-
president of the Jewish Club in Shanghai
died peacefully in a downtown villa in
1962. His daughter, Sara Imas, grew up
among her Chinese peers without a Chi-
nese passport, speaking only Mandarin
with a local accent...

“Don’t ask me how it all began,” Sara Imas
quoted her father as saying every time she
asked him where they were from. Neither
Sara nor Leiwi’s Chinese wife know much
about the first four decades of his life in
Germany. But a long scar on his thigh told
the story of the end of Leiwi’s time in Eu-
rope. He got it crossing a border fence
between Germany and Poland in 1939,
at the age of 43. He arrived in Shanghai
the same year... He sold his gold watch
and opened a small bakery on the city’s
Fuxing Road. Despite finding a job with
the local customs office in the early 1940s,
the bakery continued to do business.

By the 1940s his situation had improved
markedly, as he owned a dozen busi-
nesses, including two bakeries, three wine
shops, a carpet shop and a truck-rental
firm, according to his daughter. He also
built a family in Shanghai, by marrying in
the late 1940s his ay/, a house cleaner
named Xia Guiying, who hailed from a
village in the north of East China’s Jiangsu
Province. He adopted Xia’s son and to-
gether they had a daughter, Sara...

Leiwi Imas more than survived, he pros-
pered. Since the mid-1940s, he and his
family had lived on the third floor of the

three-storey house belonging to the Jew-
ish Club, which has been well preserved
at No 642 Fuxing Lu together with its ex-
travagantly large garden. As president of
the little-documented club, he had the
privilege of living in the house. “There was
a lobby on the first floor where Jews met
regularly, and offices of the club on the
second floor,” his daughter said.

Until his death in 1962, Imas lived com-
fortably in the house. Though his busi-
nesses became State-owned in the 1950s,
he received in his last years a monthly
subsidy from the local government as well
as from the Israeli Government. His
daughter Sara grew up happily and felt
no different from her Chinese schoolmates
and friends...

As her father’s heiress, she continued to
live in the downtown villa and received
the same monthly subsidy from the Israeli
Government, which was then deemed a
fortune. She met with frustration only in
the late 1960s, when she was told that,
being a foreigner, she couldn’t “reform
oneself in the vast rural areas” by choos-
ing to become a farmer in poverty-stricken
areas, as many of her peers did passion-
ately at the call of then-Chairman Mao
Zedong.

She was compensated in 1971 with a job
at a local copper factory...The picture
became less rosy as the “cultural revolu-
tion” developed. In 1973 a group of teen-
age Red Guards drove Sara Imas and her
family out of the villa. Sara was wrongly
accused of being an Israeli spy and was
put into prison for three years until the
“cultural revolution” came to an end in
1976.

Upon release from prison, Sara Imas went
back to her job at the factory and was
married in 1974 to one of her colleagues.
The couple had a son the following year
and remained happily married until the
1980s. Many in China at the time were
looking to set up home abroad after the
country opened its doors to the outside
world, and Sara’s husband was no excep-
tion. He emigrated to New Zealand and
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married a local woman. Sara Imas mar-
ried twice more, but neither husband
lasted more than two years. It was after
the break up of her third marriage that she
applied to immigrate to Israel.

In 1991, at the age of 41, she was received
by former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin as the first Jewish immigrant from
China to Israel after the two countries es-
tablished diplomatic relations. Because
she had fluent Mandarin, Imas soon found
jobs in Chinese restaurants and shops.
With a small sum she managed to save,
she opened a spring roll shop in her sec-
ond year in Israel, selling the same Shang-
hai food she had eaten most of her life
but had never made...

“It was really difficult at first, but | quickly
invented something looking somewhat
like a spring roll they sold like hot cakes,
as few Israelis had seen a real spring roll
at the time.” With the money earned from
her new business, Imas brought her three
children to Israel and sent them to local
schools. “But | didn’t want to be a Chi-
nese immigrant selling spring rolls all my
life. | wanted to be a member of main-
stream society wherever | was,” she said...

Imas’ efforts paid off when an Israeli court
advertised for a Chinese-Hebrew transla-
tor. She was chosen from a field of 100
Chinese immigrants...In 2002, Imas
grabbed hold of another opportunity and
became the chief representative of Israel-
based Lustig Brothers Diamond Co Ltd to
the Greater China area. She was back in
Shanghai with an office in the landmark
Jinmao Tower.

The following year she bought an apart-
ment in the city and married Chen Kai, a
mild-mannered official with the Munici-
pal Education Commission. She now
spends three afternoons a week volunteer-
ing at Pudong Gongli Hospital, chatting
with elderly patients...




