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myself that it was nice that Chinese
people come to study the language. |
didn’t even think that she was a Jew,”
Emmanuel said. “...

More than 150 friends and relatives, in-
cluding some from the Kaifeng Jewish
community, attended the wedding,
which was organized by Michael
Freund, the chairman and the founder
of Shavei Israel, a Jerusalem-based or-
ganization that helps “lost Jews” return
to the Jewish people...

The newlyweds plan to live at Kibbutz
Ketura in the Arava...

Rabbi Steers Israeli Backpackers
into Helping Nepal

Young Israelis, who have a reputation
for visiting Nepal to party hard and
smoke dope, now have a chance to do
something more constructive — thanks
to a rabbi from the United States.

The Himalayan nation, with its cheap
cost of living, has become a magnet for
many young lIsraelis who want to let
their hair down after completing three
years of mandatory and often gruelling
military service.

“They’re coming right after their army ex-
perience, so they do have a reputation
for running around in groups, being loud
and using a lot of drugs,” said rabbi Micha
Odenheimer, who hails from Los Ange-
les but who has also taken Israeli citi-
zenship.

Odenheimer wanted to change all that
and this year set up Tevel b’Tzedek, or
Justice in the World, which promotes
literacy and aims to improve health care
among other projects. He has recruited
young Israelis to volunteer their time.

Jewish people have suffered deeply in
the past “and now we’re in a much more
empowered position in the world so
what are we going to do with this power
that we have?” said Odenheimer, 49,
who also works as a journalist in
Kathmandu.

Odenheimer said the aim of his
programme, which recently took a sec-
ond intake of volunteers, is to be part of
the scene wherever Israelis travel in Asia
after their army service. “I would hope
that in the next three or four years we
will have a few of these places operat-
ing all over the Third World,” he said.
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“The Jews of
Kaifeng”

Could Visit Your Community

The Sino-Judaic Institute’s exhibit
is a hit wherever it goes!

e Educational

A great community relations
bridge between Jews and Asians
Unique programming and pub-
lic relations opportunities for all
age groups

Complementary materials and
speakers available

Affordable

Easy to install

For scheduling information, please
contact:

Rabbi Arnie Belzer
P.O. Box 816
Savannah, GA 31402
912 233 1547
rabbelzer@aol.com

laypersons.

plus a free copy of Sino-Judaica.

PLEASE PRINT

Name

our endeavor. Our annual dues structure is as follows:

Join The Sino-Judaic Institute

The Sino-Judaic Institute is a non-denominational, non-profit, and non-political Benefactor $1,000+

organization whichwas founded in 1985 by an international group of scholars and *Patron $ 500 -999
Corporate Sponsor $ 250-499

Membership in the Institute is open and we cordially invite you to join in supporting Sponsar . ¥ 190-459
Regular membership $ 50-99
Libraries $ 50

*Those who maintain membership at the Sponsor level will receive a free copy of Michael Academic $ 30-49

Pollak’s The Jews of Dynastic China: A Critical Bibliography. Patrons will receive the above Senior citizens & students  $ 25

I wish to become a member of the Sino-Judaic Institute and to receive Points East. Enclosed is my check for $

Address

Phone #

1701 West College Ave, Jacksonville IL 62650

Mail to: The Sino-Judaic Institute, Prof. Steve Hochstadt, Dept. of History, lllinois College,
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THE CHINESE OF JEWISH DESCENT

AT KAIFENG
by Gustavo D. Perednik
excerpted from Alternative Orietalisms,
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, UK, 2007

Lack of Judeophobia

...As for the lack of hostility, In China there is no deep-seated,
historical Judeophobia. The Chinese, as opposed to the approach
shaped by Christian and Islamic history, perceive Jews and Is-
rael free of prejudice. In China, when Jews are a symbol, they
are usually a positive one. China is often quoted as the only
country where there were never expressions of Jew-hatred and
the exceptions to this rule are few.

Some Judeophobic expressions could be felt since the opening
of China, when Kaifeng Muslims established links with Muslims
elsewhere. This community received assistance from Muslim
nations, and adopted much of their prevailing anti-Israeli, anti-
Jewish attitude. The Kaifeng mosque propagated anti-Israeli pro-
paganda, and the local Muslim population has developed an
increasingly hostile attitude toward Jews. Since few outside Jews
ever visit Kaifeng, this hostility is channelled toward the descen-
dants of the Kaifeng Jewish community. This new attitude
changed centuries of harmony between the descendants of
Kaifeng Jews and the Muslims, with whom at some point they
became largely indistinguishable...

During 2002, an incident damaged the relations between the
two countries when, due to pressure from the United States,
Israel had to cancel a US$ 350-million sale to China of the
Phalcon radar system which gives intelligence to maintain air
superiority and conduct surveillance. The Chinese diplomatic
response was first to serve pork and shrimps to an Israeli delega-
tion who came to Beijing to celebrate the first decade since the
establishment of relations between the two countries. The sec-
ond expression of disapproval was the demand of China that all
references to Albert Einstein’s Jewishness had to be removed
from an Israeli exhibition about the physicist. Einstein is one of
several historical scientific figures held up by Beijing as an ex-
ample for Chinese students to study and revere. More than once
when I lectured at Chinese high schools | saw portraits of Einstein
in the classrooms. The Israelis formally told Beijing that they
regarded the demand to suppress Einstein’s Jewish identity as an
insult and the exhibition was cancelled. At a more popular level,
however, chat groups on the Internet in China are generally in
favour of Israel and critical of the Arabs. There was official con-
demnation of Palestinian suicide bombings, in which Chinese
citizens living in Israel have been victims.

(continued on page 4)

A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

REPORT ON MY SECOND STAY IN

ISRAEL IN 2007
by Song Lihong

Generously funded through Sino-Judaic Institute and indis-
pensably [aided] by Dr. William Fern, | was fortunate to spend
this [past] summer from June 19 to September 25 in Rothberg
International School (RIS) of Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
to attend its summer w/panim of intensive learning in Modern
Hebrew.

This was my second visit to Israel. Three years ago, during the
academic year of 2003-04, | was admitted as a post-doctoral
student to the Department of Jewish History of Tel Aviv Uni-
versity. While the goal of my stay in Tel Aviv was aimed at
enhancing my research capability in the specialized field of
Jewish diaspora in the Roman Empire, particularly in reading
and understanding of Jewish stone inscriptions in Greek and
Latin left over from the Roman period, my goal of this summer
in Jerusalem was quite different. | wished to achieve compe-
tency in Hebrew through Level Bet, which is equivalent to two
years of American college-level Hebrew. This was to fulfill re-
quirements of Hebrew competency preparatory to a visiting
fellowship for in-service training that will be granted to me by
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College (RRC) of Philadelphia
in the coming academic year of 2008-09. However, this time |
stayed in Israel not as an advanced student, but as an Assistant
Director and as a faculty member of Glazer Institute of Jewish
Studies at Nanjing University. Hence, | had the concomitant
role of keeping an eye out for all possible ideas and opportuni-
ties that might be helpful for the academic advancement and
the future development of our Institute.

| felt highly privileged and honored to have this unique experi-
ence of staying in Israel both as a young scholar as well as an
educator and administrator of the Institute at Nanjing. | must
say that | have learned a great deal and gained a deeper under-
standing of Jewish culture in general and a wider acquaintance
with Israeli society in particular during this time.

Modern Hebrew is of paramount importance in any program
of Jewish studies or the study of Israel. With few exceptions it
is an insuperable barrier for Chinese Judaic scholars. | there-
fore seriously cherished this chance, surely the best possible
for me, to learn Hebrew in the hope that Nanjing Institute will
independently offer rudimentary Hebrew courses...

Since | have a background in learning classical Greek and Latin,
| am quite good at grammar. But | find speaking and listening—
idiomatic and regular Hebrew in particular—are still challeng-

(continued on page 6)



2

Points East

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Featured Article:

The Chinese of Jewish Descent........ 1
Report on Second Stay in Israel....... 1
From The Editor...cceeereeevnnneereeeenne. 2
In the Field s 3
To the Editor ...ceveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevevenennees 3
Articles:
New Interactive Database ................. 4
The Lotus & the Menorah ................. 8
In Memoriam ......vvvecinneneeeeenennnn. 10
The Kaifeng Stone Inscriptions ...... 11
SE Asia / Middle East Studies......... 12
In Russia’s Far East ......c.eeeeeeeennnnn. 13
Rena Krasno Visits Shanghai ......... 14
Excerpts from Minutes of SJI

Board Meeting ......ccoeevvevrvenne. 15
The Jews in Burma Update ........... 16
A Chinese Scholar......ccccceeeevennne.n. 19
Nice Chinese Jewish Girl .............. 19
Rabbi Steers Israeli

Backpackers .......cccceeviiiniiinnnnn 20
BoOk NOOK .:usvessssassmssmsmsssvovsnsmminss 1.7

SJI MEMBERSHIP

Country Total
United States 199
China 18
Israel 13
Canada 8
England 8
Australia 3
Japan 3
France 1
Germany 1
Indonesia 1
South Africa 1
Switzerland 1
Taiwan 1
TOTAL: 258

FROM THE EDITOR

Greetings as we begin volume 23 and
the lunar “year of the rat”! Here’s my
roar:

For years we have all written about
the stelae that are stored in the Kaifeng
Municipal Museum, available for
viewing only by request. (For those
of you unfamiliar with the stelae, they
are large stone monuments that tell the
history, beliefs, values and practices
of the Kaifeng Jewish community.) For
years, we have lamented their inac-
cessibility—to us, when we visited
Kaifeng. But consider what this means
to the descendents of the Kaifeng Jews.
Imagine being unable to see or touch
artifacts written by your ancestors, par-
ticularly in a country that reveres its
ancestors. As Jews and Chinese, we
owe the authorities in Kaifeng a huge
debt of gratitude for preserving the ste-
lae through the turbulence of the 20"
century. But now that China has
emerged safely into the 21% century,
we should encourage them to return
the stelae to the descendents of the
Kaifeng Jews and to place the steles in
a location that is accessible first and
foremost to the Jewish descendents,
and secondarily to those of us, Jews
or Chinese or others, who come to
visit. And if the authorities want help,
then we, the Sino-Judaic Institute,
should assist them to build such a fa-
cility.

The Sino-judaic Institute is growing
and changing. Please see the article
in this issue with excerpts from our
recent Board meeting. We hope that
each Board member will become
more active in representing SJI in his/
her community and will reach out to
other local SJI members. We also plan
to have a number of committees to
assist with our work. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering, please contact
me at layt@seattleu.edu.

Anson Laytner
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‘observant’ in any formal sense, still feels
reverence for the traditions of halakhic
Judaism, and a fascinating comparison of
the two. Readers whose ideas of moral-
ity have been wholly derived from the
Western tradition that stretches from Plato
to John Rawls will find their minds
stretched by reading this short book. They
may even be helped in defining their own
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way’.

Galia Patt-Shamir is senior lecturer in the
Department of East Asian Studies at Tel
Aviv University.

Warum Japan keine Juden verfolgte:
Die Judenpolitik des Kaiserreiches Ja-
pan wdhrend der Zeit des
Nationalsozialismus (1933 = 1945)
[Why Japan Did Not Persecute Jews: The
Japanese Empire’s Jewish Policy during
the Time of National Socialism (1933-
1945)]

by Heinz Eberhard Maul. ludicium
Verlag, 2007. www.iudicium.de.

With comments (in German) by Michael
W. Blumenthal, Director, Jewish Museum,
Berlin

Shanghai, December 1938: the first wave
of European refugees reaches the Chinese
metropolis after an exhausting exodus fol-
lowing the horrors of Kristallnacht. Shang-
hai is the only
city in the entire
world that offers
them protection
and security from
Nazi terror. In the
succeeding years,
thousands of Jew-
ish refugees fol-
low the first escap-
ees. Japan, an ally
of Nazi Germany is at war with China
since 1937. The Japanese Army and Navy
control the west coast of China’s immense
empire. They occupy Shanghai - a military
center. The German Nazi leadership
expects similar persecution and liquida-
tion of Jews from their Japanese allies. The
Gestapo spreads its influence in Tokyo
and Shanghai. However, Japan resists.
This book replies to the question why the
Far Eastern Empire of Japan unexpectedly
confronted by an ambivalent problem, fi-
nalized its own Jewish policy and did not

persecute any Jews. Japan’s historic
encounter with the unusual
strangers influenced the fate of European
Jews and, therefore, constitutes an inte-
gral part of German-Japanese history.

A Chinese Scholar of Rabbinic

Judaism

[Thanks to S/ member Marcia Shainock for
bringing to light the work of Prof. Zhang
Ping, now at Tel Aviv University.]

| started my research on the compari-
son between early Confucianism and
Rabbinic Judaism in 1994. The research
is accompanied by translating Judaism
classics into Chinese. This is both aca-
demic and to fulfill my dream of intro-
ducing Judaism to Chinese civilization.
The translation itself is also a practice of
the result of my research, many Confu-
cianism terms were used in my transla-
tions, based on my findings of the simi-
larities between the two traditions.

Until now | have two major publica-
tions, both in Chinese. The first was the
translation of Pirki Avoth, jointly with
Rabbi Adin Steinzaltz, which was pub-
lished by CASS press in 1996. The sec-
ond is the translation of Derech Eretz
Zuta, which was published by Beijing
University Press in 2003. This transla-
tion was accompanied by annotations
of textual comparison with Confucian-
ism classics on a sentence by sentence
basis, and a long introduction on the
comparison between the idea of Derech
Fretz (the way one should act) in Rab-
binic Judaism and the concept of Ren
Dao (the way of human beings) in Con-
fucianism. This book received very good
reviews in China and even a pirated ver-
sion was produced and sold in China in
2005-2006.

Since 2003 I’ve been working on my
project of translating Mishnah into Chi-
nese. This project will probably last 15
years. The first Seder will probably be
published in next two years, and | hope
that the rest of the Mishnah can be pub-
lished at a speed of one Seder per two
years.

Unfortunately | don’t have many publi-
cations in English. My PhD dissertation,
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“Bridging Between the Actual and the
Ideal in Early Rabbinical and Confucian
Literature”, was finished in 2000 and
was written English but was never pub-
lished. Recently I'm preparing a paper
in English on the subject and hope to
get it published.

My real dream, however, is that one day,
when | finish translating the Mishnah,
I’ll have the ability and the resources to
organize a group of Chinese scholars to
start the translation of Talmud Bavli.

[Editorial Comment: WOW!]

Nice Chinese Jewish Girl Finds
True Love in Israel
by Shelly Paz

excerpted from The Jerusalem Post, January
25, 2008

It was a case of East meets West in the
Middle East Thursday night when
Shoshana Rebecca Li, a descendant of
the Jewish community of Kaifeng, China,
married Ami Emmanuel, a new immi-
grant from Florida, atJerusalem’s Great
Synagogue.

“For me, to have a proper religious Jew-
ish wedding in Israel, it is a dream come
true. | am very excited,” Li, 29, said prior
to the ceremony.

Emmanuel, 25, said he never believed
he’d marry an Asian woman until he met
Li at Kibbutz Sde Eliahu’s Hebrew ulpan
in May...

Li made aliya two and a half years ago,
and recently completed her conversion
back to Judaism with the Chief Rabbin-
ate.

“l came to Israel because | am a Jew,”
she told 7he Jerusalem Post on Thurs-
day while she was getting ready for the
wedding. “l was raised knowing that |
am a Jew and | made aliya because of
our tradition.”

The groom emigrated from Florida two
years ago, after studying film...

“When | started studying Hebrew at the
ulpan | saw Shoshana and | thought to



