16

Halpern the Pioneer of Psychiatry in
Shanghai

Fanny Gisela Halpern was born in Poland.
In 1933, she was invited to teach psychia-
try and neurology at the Medical College
of Shanghai. She also worked at a num-
ber of outstanding hospitals. In 1935,
Halpern was appointed Medical Director
of the first Shanghai Mercy Hospital for
Nervous Diseases.

Place and Memory in the Singing

Crane Garden
by Vera Schwarcz
296 pages, 44 illus.
Cloth Mar 2008 | ISBN 978-0-8122-
4100-6 | $55.00s | £36.00 |

A volume in the Penn Studies in Land-
scape Architecture series

“Well written, carefully structured, and
beautifully focused on the importance and
values associated with memory and re-
membering. Vera Schwarcz emphasizes
the interest in exploring a garden whose
materiality has been lost but whose spirit
endures, and does so creatively and with
grace.”-Peter Jacobs, University of
Montreal

The Singing Crane Garden in northwest
Beijing has a history dense with classical
artistic vision, educational experimenta-
tion, political struggle, and tragic suffer-
ing. Built by the Manchu prince Mianyu
in the mid-nineteenth century, the garden
was intended to serve as a refuge from the
clutter of daily life near the Forbidden City.
In 1860, during the Anglo-French war in
China, the garden was destroyed. One
hundred years later, in the 1960s, the gar-
den served as the “oxpens,” where dissi-
dent university professors were impris-
oned during the Cultural Revolution.
Peaceful Western involvement began in
1986, when ground was broken for the
Arthur Sackler Museum of Art and Archae-
ology. Completed in 1993, the Museum
and the Jillian Sackler Sculpture Garden
stand on the same grounds today.

In Place and Memory in the Singing Crane
Garden, Vera Schwarcz gives voice to this
richly layered corner of China’s cultural
landscape. Drawing upon a range of
sources from poetry to painting, Schwarcz
retells the garden’s complex history in her
own poetic and personal voice. In her
exploration of cultural survival, trauma,
memory, and place, she reveals how the
garden becomes a vehicle for reflection
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about both history and language.

Encyclopedic in conception and artistic

in execution, Place and Memory in the

Singing Crane Garden is a powerful work
that shows how memory and ruins can
revive the spirit of individuals and cultures
alike. http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/
book/14464.html

Received: ChinaJournal: A World of Dif-
ference, by James Friend. Transcribed and
edited by Beverly Friend. Friendly Books,
2008.  Available from www.cafepress.
com/friendmemoir.
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SHI LEIVISITS AMERICA

[Shi Lei, a Kaifeng Jewish descen-
dent, made a grand lecture tour of
the United States, February 10-25,
2008, visiting San Francisco, Seattle,
Portland, Savannah, Boston, Provi-
dence, New Haven, New York, San
Diego and Palo Alto. Thanks to SJI
Board member, Dr. Wendy
Abraham, for her initiative in organizing this important outreach
effort. Here is a typical account of one visit, as recounted by
Manny Frishberg and excerpted from Seattle’s /7 News, 22 Feb-
ruary 2008.]

An hour and a half south of Beijing by plane, the small city of
Kaifeng, China is about as far as you can get from Jerusalem,
culturally, as well as on the map. Shi Lei, who proudly explains
that he is one of the thousand or so Chinese Jews of Kaifeng, has
made that journey. Now he is traveling farther: touring the United
States to tell his story and that of his ancestors who, for a thou-
sand years, have maintained the memory of their Jewish iden-
tity, even as everything around them has changed.

Shi Lei is a cheerful ambassador for this long-forgotten commu-
nity. He works as a tour guide, showing his native country to
Western tourists, from Beijing and Shanghai to his own city and
far beyond. In his soft-spoken, flawless English he takes his audi-
ences on a verbal tour of the centuries that separate his tribe
from the rest of the Jewish world, a separation for which he has
become the bridge.

Growing up in the east-central city, (one of the eight ancient
capitals of Imperial China), he was reminded frequently by his
father and grandfather of his Jewish heritage. “Every Jewish de-
scendant in Kaifeng, they just learned that they are of Jewish
descent from our father or our grandfather,” says Shi (as is tradi-
tional in China, he places his surname first). But, while they
remembered their origins, nothing of Judaism’s rituals or prac-
tices survived the centuries of the Diaspora...
“It means a lot to us, not only to me but to other Kaifeng Jewish
descendants, because our grandparents are always telling us we
are Jewish, and to pass [this] down from generation to genera-
tion and never stop, because we are of Jewish descent. This is in
our blood and cannot be removed,” he says. “Our ancestors,
when they first came, they were practicing Jews — it was a tradi-
tional Jewish community, it had everything. But as time
goes...”The word just sort of died out,” Shi says.

(continued on page 6)

A Publication of the Sino-Judaic Institute

IN MEMORIAM: THREE GREAT MEN

Righting a Wrong: Remembering Prof. Louis
Schwartz
by Anson Laytner

A great man and the driving force behind the founding of the
Sino-Judaic Institute died a little over a year ago and his pass-
ing went unnoticed by the Sino-Judaic Institute. It is time to
right that wrong by writing something in tribute to Prof. Louis
Schwartz, who died at 90 years and one day in his Arroyo
Grande home, on Thursday, March 29, 2007.

Louis was a Renaissance man: professor, inventor, artist, world
traveler and entrepreneur. Louis was born and raised in Brook-
lyn, NY, as one of ten children. He worked in the family knit-
ting mill, was a decorated World War Il Air Force navigator,
traveled extensively, worked for Christian Dior in Paris, had a
small role in Ben Hur, was educated at Columbia, and taught
in various East Coast colleges.

In 1977, Louis moved to the California Central Coast and taught
Social Sciences in local colleges, including Cuesta College, Allan
Hancock College, the Men’s Colony, and Vandenberg Air Force
Base, until he retired in the early 1990’s. Louis also lived in
China for a year in 1984-5, where he taught English in Beijing,
and came back to the States to help co-found the Sino-Judaic
Institute.

Here is what founding President Leo Gabow said of Louis: “In
December of 1984, | received a letter from Prof. Louis Schwartz
who...wondered if there were Jewish descendents who still
acknowledged their heritage. Little did | realize that my reply
would cause Louis to unleash a charge that was to galvanize to
action scholars from Australia, Hong Kong and the United States.
Louis not only made contact with the descendents of the Chi-
nese Jews, but his contacts were historic. He established close
relations with Jewish families, visited their homes on frequent
occasions, and conducted many interviews...An idea was slowly
germinating. Not only did he visit with the Chinese Jews, but
he made friendly contact with Kaifeng’s Mayor; the Curator of
the Kaifeng Museum; the Manager of Kaifeng’s C.I.T.S.; Uni-
versity people, and a number of Chinese scholars...With the
energy and enthusiasm | soon learned was contagious, Louis
embarked on a correspondence with me and others that stimu-
lated us all to action. As a result of Louis’ historic efforts, a
number of Jewish scholars, with Louis present, officially formed
“The Sino-Judaic Institute” in Palo Alto, California on June 27,
1985.” Louis was named “Honorary Chairman” of SJI.

(continued on page 6)
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FROM THE EDITOR

In our last issue, | called on the Kaifeng
municipal authorities to allow the Chinese
Jewish descendents access to their ances-
tral artifacts or, better yet, return the stelae
to them after safeguarding them from harm
for most of the 20" century.

With this issue, | ask for the authorities’
cooperation (and for that of authorities
higher up) in order to do two things: First,
to allow the Chinese Jewish descendents
to register themselves as Jews, rather hav-
ing the Hobson’s choice of choosing be-
tween registering as Hui or Han. Second,
| urge them to permit the descendents, with
our help, to create a cultural center for
themselves and a tourist center for those
visitors who come to Kaifeng primarily for
its Jewish history.

In this regard, | point to an email pr piece
| received from Henan China International
Travel Service, “the earliest travel service
of Henan Province...a holding company
under CITS Head Office, a standing mem-
ber unit of CITS Group...an authorized
wholesaler of outbound tours, as well as
an authorized agent of “Total Travels” of
CITS Head Office...an authorized agent of
CITS American Express Partner of Henan
Province, a member of China Travel Asso-
ciation.” One could say it has real yichus
(standing or connections).

Having determined its own outstanding
credentials (and | have cited only a por-
tion of these), Henan CITS goes on to rec-
ommend that “a tour in Kaifeng, the site of
the Synagogue and nearby Jewish quarter
between “South” and “North Teaching
Torah Lane”, is a necessary choice; three
stone steles left from the Synagogue in
Kaifeng Museum will tell you a legendary
tale about Kaifeng Jews; groups of Jewish
cemeteries just make you believe that the
dead had made a right choice rest here
forever, dozens of buildings from Kaifeng
Jews’ family indicates the wealth and pros-
perity of their ancestors.”

It also suggests to us non-Chinese Jews that
“It will be more significant if you could
spend the Jewish traditional or special holi-
days like Passover, Tabernacle and Pente-
cost Days in Kaifeng, a legendary city with
its history, culture and customs. It’s also a
reasonable choice to hold international
conferences on Jewish studies...”

(continued on page 3)
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Every chapter of the book is fascinating.
Here is a very brief over-view:

Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky’s
Founding of the St. John's College and his
Translation of the Holy Bible
Schereschwesky was a Jew who converted
to Christianity and founded St. John’s
University in Shanghai. Before the Japa-
nese occupation St. John’s was a Univer-
sity of very high standing.

Einstein’s Visit to Shanghai in 71922

It was in Shanghai that the Swedish Lega-
tion informed Albert Einstein that he had
received the Nobel Prize. Einstein was
lionized by Chinese intellectuals and a
garden reception was given in his honor
by the Shanghai Jewish Communal Asso-
ciation.

Foa’s Contributions to the Shanghai Mu-
nicipal Orchestra and the National Con-
servatory of Music of Shanghar

Arrigo Foa was an ltalian Jew. In 1921,
he was invited to join the Shanghai Mu-
nicipal Orchestra, the oldest of its kind in
China. He later became the first professor
to teach in the National Conservatory of
Music, Shanghai and in 1952 was
awarded the Star of Solidarity in recogni-
tion for his important contribution to the
field of music in China.

Russian-Jewish Composer Avshalomov’s
Devotion to the Reform of Chinese Na-
tional Music

Aaron Avshalomov was born in
Nikolayevsk on Amur, a city close to the
Chinese border with a large number of
Chinese inhabitants. The servant who took
care of him as a child was a Peking Op-
era fan and Avshalomov became a lover
of Chinese music, grew up to be a
musician, and in 1925 composed his first
Chinese opera which was produced in
Beijing in 1925. His masterpiece The
Great Wall became a world sensation.

Wittenberg’s Great Contributions to
Shanghai’s Western Music in its Prelimi-
nary Stage

Alfred Wittenberg was a German Jewish
refugee who escaped from the Nazis and
arrived in Shanghai in 1939. He was a
remarkable violinist and pianist as well
as an outstanding music teacher. Having
formed very close bonds with the
Chinese, he decided to remain perma-
nently in Shanghai where he is venerated
until today.

Wolfgang Fraenkel Introduced the Com-
position Systems of the Second Viennese
School in Shanghai

Wolfgang Fraenkel was the first to intro-
duce to his pupils in China new compo-
sition systems and bold theories of the
time. He had a profound influence on
China’s foremost composers.

Schiff Liked the Chinese and the Chinese
Liked Schiff’s Caricatures

Friedrich Schiff was an Austrian Jew who
mastered Chinese facial and body char-
acteristics and reproduced them in his
widely admired caricatures about China.
Both foreign and Chinese newspapers in
China and around the world published his
humorous, thoughtful, but never offensive
art work. In depicting Chinese lives, he
also included touching drawings of the
poor and suffering.

The Old Shanghai Street Life Lives in
Bloch’s Three Hundred Odd Woodcuts
David Ludwig Bloch was a German refu-
gee in Shanghai. He was a deaf mute and
married a deaf mute Chinese lady in
Shanghai. An exceptionally talented
artist, his hundreds of woodcuts appealed
both to foreigners and Chinese. His world-
renowned work shed new light on the
Jewish presence in China, especially on
Jewish exile in Shanghai.

The Flecks’Children of the World was the
Only Feature Film Ever Directed by For-
eigners in the Hundred Year History of
Chinese Cinema

Jacob and Louise Fleck were Austrian film
directors. Both were incarcerated by the
Nazis in Dachau and Buchenwald. When
released they fled to Shanghai where they
cooperated with one of the best Chinese
film directors to make 7he Children ofthe
World. 1t became a world success.

Gottlein Revived the Puppet Show that
Disappeared from the Shanghai Stage af-
ter the Outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War
n 1937

Artur Gottlein was an Austrian Jew living
in the Philippines who came to Shanghai
when the Pacific War broke out. In
cooperation with a prominent Chinese
writer Tan Wei Han, he staged very suc-
cessfully aknown book, The Puppet Para-
dise, both in Shanghai vernacular and
Mandarin and revived puppet shows,
which had disappeared in Shanghai when
the Japanese started their conquest of the
city.
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Shippe’s Monument Marks the Heroic
Sacrifice for the Cause of China’s War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression

Hans Shippe, a German Jewish Commu-
nist, arrived in Shanghai in 1925. In 1941,
he joined the Eighth Route Army as a re-
porter. When they were attacked by an
entire Japanese division, Shippe grabbed
his rifle and started shooting back at the
Japanese, who hit him six times killing
him. A monument praising Shippe as a
hero was erected in his honor in 1944,

Rosenfeld’s Rank in the People’s Army
Equivalent to That of a General

Jakob Rosenfeld, a medical doctor, was a
German Jewish refugee in Shanghai. He
later joined the New Fourth Army, aban-
doning a very comfortable life in Shang-
hai. He was eventually transferred to the
Eighth Route Army. He served the Chi-
nese army for 8 years. In 1992, a monu-
ment was erected in his memory and a
hospital was named after him

R.O. Shoemyen’s Participation in Design-
ing Magnificent Buildings in Shanghai
R.O. Shoemyen was an Austrian Jewish
architect. In Shanghai, from 1923-1934,
he designed a number of much-admired
buildings, among which were several
movie theaters, a department store, the
East Asia and China South Sea Banks, the
Shanghai Jewish School, as well as Luna
Park and the earliest of three canidromes
in Shanghai’s history.

Shanghai was Hamburger’s Second Moth-
erland

Hans Adolf George Hamburger was a
German Jew who arrived in Shanghai in
1935. He taught engineering in several
universities and, with the cooperation
with Chinese colleagues, translated seven
engineering books from German into Chi-
nese. He married a Chinese woman
and remained in China until 1968.

Reifler’s Gravestone Inscribed with Con-
fucian Analects was a Symbol of his Deep
Love for Chinese Classics

Erwin Reifler was a Rumanian Jew who
graduated a university in Vienna, Austria.
In 1932, he was invited to teach German
in several Chinese universities and be-
came fascinated with the Chinese lan-
guage. Together with Chinese colleagues,
he compiled a 1,300 page German-Chi-
nese dictionary.



