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About Your Presenter – Susan Taylor
 Writing grants since 2004

 Nonprofit executive director, university advancement director, grant director, and grant 

consultant 

 Helped organizations raise $62,000,000+ in grants and fundraising

 Work with organizations of all sizes, specializing in federal and state grants in Oregon



MY FAVORITE THINGS: 
GRANT WRITING 
EDITION 

 3 Favorite Approaches for 

Finding Grants

 3 Favorite Success Strategies

 3 Favorite Mistakes to Avoid 



My 3 Favorite 
Approaches to 
Finding Grants 



Favorite Approaches to Finding Grants #1: 
Active Search on Websites and Databases

Nonprofit Association of Oregon

Nonprofit Association of Oregon

GrantStation

Guidestar

Foundation Directory 

Grants.gov OregonBuys

Nonprofit Association 
of Oregon (NAO) –
Funding & Grant 
Opportunities  

GrantStation –
Affordable Grant 
Seeking Database

Guidestar – Search 
Foundation Form 990s

Foundation Directory 
at the Multnomah 
County Central 
Library

Grants.gov – Federal 
Grants

OregonBuys – State 
Grants 

https://nonprofitoregon.org/funding-opportunities/
https://nonprofitoregon.org/funding-opportunities/
https://grantstation.com/
https://www.guidestar.org/
https://candid.org/find-us
http://www.grants.gov/
https://www.oregon.gov/das/orbuys/Pages/index.aspx


Favorite Approaches to Finding Grants #2: 
Passive Searches with Newsletters

GrantStation Nonprofit Association of Oregon

Nonprofit Association of Oregon

Philanthropy News Digest 

Philanthropy News Digest 

GrantStation – Free 
newsletter 

Nonprofit Association of 
Oregon (NAO) –

Monthly newsletters

Philanthropy News 
Digest 

Sign up to get updates 
from foundations you 

are considering. 

https://grantstation.com/
https://nonprofitoregon.org/funding-opportunities/
https://nonprofitoregon.org/funding-opportunities/
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/


Favorite Approaches to Finding 

Grants #3: Office Hacks  

Set up Google Alerts for foundations and/or specific 
grants for which you plan to apply. 

Set a weekly or monthly time block on your calendar to 
search for grants for your organization or program. 

Add recurring grant deadlines to your calendar, including 
pre-deadline milestones such as internal review dates. 



My 3 Favorite 
Grant Success 
Strategies 



Favorite Success 
Strategy #1: 
Think Like a Grant 
Reviewer 



How do I think like a reviewer?

PUT YOURSELF IN 
THEIR SHOES.

BE CONSIDERATE 
AND CONCISE.

FOLLOW THE 
SCORING CRITERIA.

HAVE SOMEONE 
ELSE READ IT OVER.



Favorite Success 
Strategy #2: 
Capture their 
Attention with a 
Captivating 
Organization 
Description



OLD Language
The Ruby Valley Arts Center mission is to create and foster a 

climate that supports arts appreciation, participation, and 

education. RVA is a rural arts organization located in the heart 

of the Ruby Valley and was established in 1971. The 

community arts center operates six art gallery spaces including 

a student gallery, two workshop studios, two youth classrooms, 

a pottery studio, an annual Arts Festival, and a retail shop full 

of local arts. RVA also supports art and art making throughout 

the valley through community events, collaborative 

partnerships, and advocating for the arts in multiple venues, 

organizations, and agencies. 



NEW Language

Through our mission and work, Ruby Valley Arts (RVA) lives and breathes creativity. 
In Ruby Valley, RVA is synonymous with future-thinking, forward-looking presence of 
expression in its many shapes and forms. We are not just artists – we are community 
builders. We lift up the voices and artistry of those who have historically been 
unseen and unheard. We seek to expand minds and make Ruby Valley a model 
community for artists, entrepreneurs, collaborators, tinkerers, and those who call 
Ruby Valley home. 

Our goal is to infuse a spirit of imagination and innovation that makes Ruby Valley 
THRIVE. As the Arts are present in all aspects of our life, we aspire to shine a light on 
the beauty and goodness around us. Our values include a deep-rooted belief in 
access to the arts for ALL who seek it, a spirit of lifelong learning, and a mindset of 
teamwork with our many collaborators. 

* RVA is a hub for bringing forth the power of community building through art. *



My Formula for an Organizational 

Description

1. WHAT (mission and vision)

2. WHY (why it’s important – hit the reader with your statistics 

or a great quote)

3. WHO (who you serve)

4. WHEN (when your organization started)

5. HOW (how you work to solve the problems and HOW the 

grantor can help)



Dig Deeper

WHY does your organization exist?

What does your team value? 

What programs are you proud of? Why?

What stories of impact can you share?

What is at stake if you don’t do this work?



Favorite Success Strategy #3: Using 

AI in Grant Writing (Dos / Don’ts)



DO use AI in Grant 

Writing to:

 Summarize a program or project description 

to meet a grant application character or 

page limit.

 Use AI tools to proofread and refine grammar, 
tone, and add clarity to your grant 

applications.

 Use AI to help you answer a question if you 

have writer’s block. 



DON’T use AI in Grant Writing to:

Don’t use AI to replace firsthand knowledge of your organization –
your knowledge is essential for authentic storytelling.Don’t

Don’t rely on AI to tailor your grant application for specific funders. It 
could miss nuanced alignment with funder priorities.Don’t

Don’t trust AI to fact-check data accuracy or financial information –
it can generate plausible-sounding but incorrect information.Don’t



3 Favorite 
Grant Writing 
Mistakes to 
Avoid



Mistake #1: NOT using a 
strengths-based approach with 
positive, inclusive language. 

 Jargon

 Industry-specific terms

 Colloquial phrases, expressions, 

or slang

 Acronyms



Mistake #2: NOT reading the directions thoroughly.



Mistake #3: Waiting until the last minute.
AVOID SURPRISES! SUBMIT YOUR GRANT APPLICATION AT LEAST ONE DAY EARLY EVERY TIME. 



Have more questions? 

 Sign up for a15-minute mini-session with me 

this afternoon in Room 203! We can discuss:

 How to use GuideStar or grants.gov 

 Funding ideas for your project

 Diversifying funding streams

 Project budget development

 Or something else! 



This slide deck 

and my contact 

information can 

be found here: 

Thank you!
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