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A big “THANK YOU” to all auxiliaries that brought or sent items to the department School of 

Instruction/  I am sure Birmingham, Tuscaloosa and Biloxi VAMCs are very appreciative for the 

personal care items. 

If you missed the SOI this year I want you to know it was truly a great learning experience.  Not 

to toot my own horn, I believe the skit I presented truly demonstrated how projects can get you 

credit in several programs.  The difficulty for auxiliaries will be dividing members, time, mileage 

and funds for each project to count in several programs. 

Here are some examples.  If your auxiliary had members present then you will have three areas 

checked on the Hospital program.  As of August 1, 2020 this program is 100% reporting because 

every auxiliary donated (in person or delivered by another member for you) personal care items 

for the hospitals.  PLEASE keep in mind, donations also include your financial assessment per 

member.  Send your donations to department treasurer ASAP. 

Because our department standing rule is $100 every year to be donated to the Veterans Voices 

Writing Program and your auxiliary helps make up this department , you received credit in 

VVWP.  I still would urge each auxiliary or member to get your own subscription.  The stories, 

poems and artwork are exceptional, especially knowing it all comes from veterans. 

The Veterans and Family Support chairperson asked all members present to wear the blue 

teardrop (she provided) to promote Suicide Awareness.  This is the third check earned if a 

member of the auxiliary was present.  Does this mean you don’t have to do anything else?  No!  

Suicide Awareness should be a daily promotion.  When your auxiliary has a program, report to 

me and Veterans and Family Support (remember split the time, members, mileage and funds 

spent). 

So you see each auxiliary needs to thank the Department of Alabama and Veterans and Family 

Support program for aiding you in checking two areas of the Hospital Program. 

New for this year’s program is making female veterans aware of what is available to them.  This 

sounded easy to me until I tried to call Tuskegee and Montgomery’s Women Clinic.  I got no 

answers.  I didn’t give up.  Here is a suggestion when you want answers about veterans care.  

Call Patient Advocate.  Someone is always there.  I got answers and was told I would receive 



information of all services they provide.  Still haven’t received it.  Time to call again.  To all 

VAVS for hospital and clinics if you don’t know what services are provided at your locations, 

call them NOW.  Sometimes our female veterans may not be aware of what services are 

available to them.  Once you get answers get this information out by any means possible (social 

media, newspapers, radio).  Female veterans earned these privileges the same as their male 

counterparts. 

When we left SOI, there was the possibility of not being able to have Fall Conference in Decatur.  

Always thinking positive I am asking all auxiliaries to bring personal care items to be donated to 

our Assisted Living facilities.  For those in District 8, it makes no sense for you to bring your 

items all the way up north to Decatur just for someone to have to take them all the way back 

down to South Alabama.  So District 8 will be responsible for Wm. F. Green and the rest of us 

will bring items for Tutt Fann, Bill Nichols and Pell City. 

My last request to all auxiliaries.  For the past two years this department has donated financially 

to Help Heal Veterans Kits.  Even though this is not one of Nationals goals this year, I would 

like for us to continue our support.  No citations will be presented but I would ask all auxiliaries 

to make a donation of any amount to this fund and send to our department treasurer.  There will 

not be a column on the contribution report showing your donation.  Hopefully, your reward will 

come in knowing you once again helped a veteran.   

If I can help – call me and together maybe we can get prove our SERVICE OVER SELF. 

 

Sisterly Yours, 

Sherry 

(334) 444-8161 
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