
 

HOSPITAL/VAVS 
Auxiliary Members, 

I know this communication is very early.  However I felt the need to remind everyone September is 

National Suicide Prevention Month.  If I waited until communications is due, the opportunity to remind 

all of us that World Suicide Prevention Day would have passed.  This year  that date is September 10th.  In 

addition National Suicide Prevention Week is September 6-12, 2020.  This seems like a great opportunity 

to team up with other groups or organizations in our various communities for a community outreach 

project. 

Currently the suicide rate continues to be a problem for all Americans.  Latest available statistics from 

2018 states  there are about 132 people in the United States that commit suicide daily which  includes 20 

veterans and troops.  The suicide  rate for female veterans has soared 85% in recent years.  Females in 

many instances are exposed to the same situations as their male counterparts.  Where males are 

encouraged to share their experiences, females are more reluctant to share their feelings with males for 

fear of sexual harassment or some other type of discriminatory actions.  It is like the example, do you see 

a glass of water as half full or half empty.  We see the same thing but how we perceive it is different for 

everyone.  Maybe we could strive to help our female veterans establish support groups that include 

females only. 

What do you know about a government plan -  PREVENTS (President’s Roadmap to Empower Veterans 

and End a National Tragedy of Suicide).   Per the latest  VFW magazine at least one congressman was 

disappointed because a task force obtained “limited  input” from veterans.  Service organizations need to 

write to  their representative with their concerns. 

Look to the VFW and Auxiliary websites for valuable resources to use for promotion of this concern. 

Another resource to use is the latest VFW magazine. 

I am not including the auxiliary report form with this communication.  I will submit another 

communications later in the month and will include the form at that time. 

I hope this helps our department promotion.  Remember, this is Veterans and Family Support also.  

Divide the time, money spent and auxiliary members participating between the two programs. 

Sisterly, 

Sherry Jiles 
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