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At first glance, you may think, “Word Problems!!” However, let me assure
you that these are NOT word problems! They are just “problems with
words!” They are very easy problems that need almost NO explanation.
They are useful to everyday life, and there is nothing difficult about this

page. Just set up a proportion %: % making sure that the numerators

and denominators have the same units, and solve the proportion as in the
previous sections by “cross-multiplying” aed =bec.

p. 299. #6.

If on the interstate it takes 3 hours to travel 200 miles, how long will it take
to travel 750 miles at this rate?

Solution: set up a proportion of either hours over miles, or miles over
hours. It doesn’t matter which way you set it up, as long as you do both
ratios the same. In either method, begin by letting x = number of hours.

hours hours
miles  miles

First Method:

3 hours X hours
200 miles 750 miles

Cross multiply: 200 x = 3750
200 x = 2250

2250
200

x =11.25 hours

miles  miles
hours hours

Second Method:




200 miles B 750 miles
3hours X hours

Cross multiply: 200 x = 3750
200 x = 2250

2250
X=—
200

X =11.25 hours



