Nehemiah 4: 1-2, 6-9

Building the Wall Is Ridiculed! Discouragement Is Overcome!

“Now when Sanballat [the Democrats?] heard that we were
rebuilding the wall, he became furious and was filled with
indignation. He ridiculed the Jews before his associates and the
army of Samaria, saying, ‘What are these feeble Jews doing? Can
they restore the wall by themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will
they complete it in a day? Can they bring these burnt stones back
to life from the mounds of rubble?’ So we rebuilt the wall until all
of it was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a
mind to work.

When Sanballat and Tobiah, together with the Arabs, Ammonites,
and Ashdodites, heard that the repair to the walls of Jerusalem was
progressing and that the gaps were being closed, they were
furious, and all of them conspired to come and fight against
Jerusalem and create a hindrance. So we prayed to our God and
posted a guard against them day and night.”
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