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Dated 6" October 2021

THE AMENDING LAW (N. 34(1)/2019) OF THE SELF-SERVICE ACCOMMODATION
ESTABLISHMENTS (“AIRBNB”) IN CYPRUS

THE LAW

A bill was passed by the House of Representatives amending the Law (N. 34(1)/2019) aiming
to regulate the establishment and operation of hotels and tourist accommodation by creating
a register for the registration of self-service accommodation establishments. The Amending
Law of 2020 (N. 9(1)/2020) was published in the Official Gazette of the Republic on
07.02.2020.

On Monday 19 July 2021, the Cyprus Deputy Ministry of Tourism announced the start of the
application process for registering premises (villas, houses, apartments) in the new registry.
This can only be done online by visiting the website at www.tourism.gov.cy . The applications

can be submitted by both individuals and legal entities.

According to the amending law, all property owners who want to rent out their property in
Cyprus for short-term rent on Airbnb are now required to be in the Register of Self-Service
Accommodation Establishments and have a special serial number, or else, they cannot publish

their properties on their platform or advertise on social media.

GUIDELINES
According to the Law, any self-service accommodation must comply with the characteristics
and requirements of an individual residence and/or an individual tourist furnished villa and/or

an individual apartment.

A Furnished Villa shall mean - having direct and independent external access, privacy, and
independence, with regards to the land plot and building, and include an exclusive landscaped

garden.

A Furnished Residence shall mean - a residence located in a row or in a complex of detached
houses, they have autonomy, private, shared or public external access and privacy (without a
shared staircase).
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An Apartment shall mean - an apartment used as a complete, separate, and independent unit,
as defined in the provisions of the Immovable Property (Tenure, Registration & Valuation) Law,
as applicable from time to time.

It should be note that the maximum capacity per establishment is 5 bedrooms (10 people).

RESPONSIBLE HOSTING IN CYPRUS

Before applying for registration of housing in the register of the Deputy Ministry of Tourism, the
applicant must register with the tax authorities to acquire a tax identification or a VAT number.
It should be noted that a valid home insurance must be presented for at least against fires and

natural disasters.

THE REGISTRATION
As per the guidelines given by the Ministry of Tourism, the self-service (sharing economy)
accommodation establishment shall submit the following to the Deputy Ministry of Tourism of

the application and solemn declaration:

e Registration with the Tax Department (Tax identification No. of the Operator or VAT
number, where provided for in the relevant legislation);

e The relevant details of the property; and

e The insurance coverage of the establishment (at least: (i) insurance against any risk
and especially fire and (ii) public liability insurance).

e Building Permit or Town Planning Permit

o Utility bill of the establishment issued by the Cyprus Electricity Authority - EAC or other
electricity provider, that bears the unique number of the property.

¢ Inthe case of a natural person, a photocopy of their identity card (both sides) or passport
depending on the document declared in the application or in the case of a legal entity,

a photocopy of the certificate of incorporation of the legal person

THE FEES
The fee for registration will amount to €222 (Two Hundred and Twenty-Two Euro) for a period
of 3 (three) years. This amount is for each housing unit and a serial number will be assigned

accordingly.
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
After the application and solemn declaration is examined by the Deputy Ministry and the
registration fees are paid, the Deputy Ministry of Tourism shall grant a Special Operating Label

and a Registration Number, which should be displayed and declared in all transactions.

The registration permit must be renewed every three (3) years, within three (3) months before
the expiration of each registration term. As of 01.01.2022, it will be prohibited to post on an
online platform and/or advertise and/or lease such establishments, without having

acquired a registration number and a valid registration permit.

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
A relevant safety information form should be displayed by the Operator in a prominent place
within the self-service accommodation establishment, which should include the following

information and equipment:

e Display of the Emergency Telephone Number (112 - Police, Fire and Medical
Emergency Services);

e Display of the full address of the accommodation establishment;

e Display of the telephone number of the personal responsible for the accommodation
establishment.

e A general-purpose fire extinguisher;

o Afire blanket;

o Afirst aid kit.

WHEN TO REGISTER
Inspections will commence in 2022, therefore it is advisable to start registering your properties

with the National Register to avoid any violations when inspected.

If you are a legal entity or an individual, make sure you comply with the amending Law (N.
34(1)/2019) that aims to regulate the self-service accommodation establishments by creating

a register for their registration.
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The content of this article is intended to provide a general guide to the subject matter. Please
seek advice from a specialist, as each case may differ depending on the circumstances.

THINK

BEFORE YOU
pRlNTPIease do not print this content unless it is necessary. Every unprinted material helps the environment.

Please contact us for any clarifications or assistance.
Sincerely,

EOJOURIAN & GEORGIOU LLC

LEGAL DISCLAIMERS & RIGHTS OF ‘THE ARTICLE’:

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

Unless otherwise indicated, this Article is our property and all its content, published in our website. All
are owned and controlled by us and/or any party authorised by us and are protected by copyright and
trademark laws. Any other use of this intellectual property without the written consent of the author of
this Article shall be considered as violation of such laws and we reserve our legal right for claim.

LEGAL/TAX DISCLAIMER

Any legal and/or tax advice contained in this content was not intended or written to be used, and cannot
be used, or interpreted, for the purpose of avoiding complying with, or the application of, penalties under
local and/or foreign tax laws and promoting, marketing, or recommending actions to breach any local
or foreign laws.

CONFIDENTIAL DISCLAIMER

This Article content was published and intended solely for the use of the individuals and/or entity and/or
entities and/or any other to which it is related. If you are not related, please do not read, copy, use
and/or disclose this Article information. The reproducing, forward, disclosure, copy and use of this
Article in any way shall be prohibited and not permitted, unless the written prior consent of the Author
is obtained.
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