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About This Edition

This book explores the profound questions of moral agency,
self-conception, and human connection, The Metaphysics of
Marriage offers a compelling dialectical journey from egoism
through altruism to intersubjectivity.

This edition presents the complete philosophical argument in
an accessible format, examining how we might escape both
the isolation of pure self-interest and the dissolution
threatened by objective morality—finding instead authentic
selthood through committed relationships.







Part One:
The Rationality of Egoism

Chapter 1:
The Challenge of the Egoist

In order for any morality to be fully established, regardless of how
well reasoned, how comprehensive, or how intuitive it may seem, it
must win the battle against the full-fledged egoist. Morality has always
had some success in convincing morally yearning persons exactly how
to act correctly. A few arguments and everyone is running around
frantically maximizing utility or universalizing maxims. But what
about someone who is not waiting for a "system" to "prove their
actions worthy"?

What does one do to convince someone who does not wish to have
reason on his side? One can attempt to show this person the beautiful,
subtle perfections of some moral system, and exactly how his
compliance would make the picture complete. The true egoist would
not have any reason to listen, for as a true egoist he must believe that
you are seeking to satisfy only your own desires.

Basically, egoists are people whose only considerations are for
themselves. They are each motivated by personal desires alone, and
will act only to satisfy those desires. Thus, the only way the egoist will
agree to act inside your "perfect” system is if your discussion has
aroused some desire to do so. Now this is not to be taken as a
challenge, for the egoist will probably soon act on another desire, like
going to the movies, and with equal enthusiasm.






Chapter 2:

External Arguments Against Egoism

Numerous attempts have been made to convince the egoist that his
position is flawed. A society made up entirely of egoists could not
possibly function. "Altruism is necessary for society, and society for
human life, including that of an egoist."[1] Williams notes that the
egoist is the exception, who is only able to exist because of the
altruism society cultivates.[2]

But these arguments do not stir the egoist into any haze of self-
reflection and repentance. These "external" arguments cannot move
the egoist, for he is the proven exception, existing already despite the
adverse effect he has on society.[3]

Williams then attempts to solicit from the egoist an answer to the
question "Can one engage in self-interested conduct that is harmful to
others?"[4] This question is presented in order to damage the egoist's
position, since by answering "No" he is limiting his own position, and
by answering "Yes" he is accepting something "contrary to his
interests."[5]

But the egoist has another option, i.e., to say "'let them get on with it,
if they want to: you are not going to find me moralizing about
it"...which is not to say that he has permitted them to do it," since the
egoist's statement has no "prescriptive force."[6] That is, the egoist
has not willed any action against himself (as Williams wished he
would have to), but merely acquiesced to a state of affairs over which
he can have no control.
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