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Western Mass Intergroup Group Donations - JUNE, 2019 

Weekly AA Group Phone Coverage 
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STEPS TO LIVE 
NOHO BB STEP STUDY 
ALANOONER 
GRANVILLE GROUP 
LA LUZ DE UN MILAGRO 
AFTER DINNER GROUP 
WILBRAHAM MEN’S GROUP 
7AM I OPENER 
DO OR DIE GROUP 
MIXED NUTS 
WONDERFUL NORMAL DAY 
JOY OF LIVING 
MORNING LIGHT 
GREEN ST 
SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE JULY-SEPT 
QUIETLY AMONG US 
WARREN NEW BEGINNINGS 
EAST OF THE RIVER GROUP 
BEEN THERE DONE THAT 
SHELBURNE FALLS THURS NIGHT 
HAND IN HAND  
TUESDAY 12 & 12 
SUNDAY NIGHT 12 STEPS 

SOUTHERN BERKSHIRES 
SOUTH HADLEY WOMANS SUNDAY NIGHT 
THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’S BIG BOOK 
HOLYOKE NOONTIME 
WHIP CITY NOONER 
SATURDAY NIGHT BEGINNERS AA NOHO 
TUESDAY NOONTIME (ANONYMOUS) 
COLD SPRING GROUP 
KEEP IOT SIMPLE NOHO 
A WAY OUT GROUP 
TUESDAY BB STEP STUDY (SPRINGFIELD) 
WE CAN GROUP 
SUNRISE GROUP 
MIKE S - 474 ONLINE CHALLENGE 
 

JULY 6 - JULY 12 

JULY 13 - JULY 19 

JULY 20 - JULY 26 

JULY 27 - AUG 2 

AUG 3 - AUG 9 

AUG 10 - AUG 16 

AUG 17 - AUG 23 

AUG 24 - AUG 30 

DATE 

Thank You For Your Generous Donations! Please place group name and service # on all checks. 

 

GROUP NAME 

THE STEP GROUP 

AREA COMMITTEE 

 

 

AMHERST MONDAY NIGHT 

AFTER DINNER GROUP 
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WESTERN MASS INTERGROUP BOOK STORE  

.BOOKS ON CD  

NEW! Big Book 1st 165 pages for $25.00 (English and Spanish)  

Big Book Full Version with All Stories for $55  

Step Book of AA Full Version $25.00  

Living Sober CD $15.00  

AA Comes of Age - CD $15.00  

Pioneers of AA Old Big Book Stories - $18.00  

Grapevine CD’s DVD’s $12.00  

Bill & 12 Traditions CD - Bills Story DVD - Bill & 12 Traditions DVD  

Three Legacies CD - Co-Founders CD—Other Grapevine CD’s  

DVD Movies  

My Name is Bill W - $20.00  

Bill W and Dr. Bob—Broadway Play - $20.00  

To view more of our products please visit our on-line bookstore at: 

www.westernmassaa.org - online bookstore.    We also ship anywhere in the world! 

INTERGROUP PICNIC RAFFLE PRIZES 

 

IF YOU WISH TO DONATE PRIZES TO THE                                                           

INTERGROUP PICNIC RAFFLE YOU CAN 

DO SO BY DROPPING OFF YOUR ITEMS 

OR CASH AT THE INTERGROUP OFFICE 

DURING NORMAL BUISNESS HOURS. 

(The Raffle helps the Picnic to be self                         

supporting and remain a free event to all.) 

Thanks and see ya in August! 



 

Trust Funds! 
A sober accountant gets into General Service and sees how his area 
spends its money in a totally new light 
 

TRADITION SEVEN: Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting,     
declining outside contributions.  
When you begin to know that you don’t know, that’s when you begin to 
know.” Huh? Say that again, slowly please.  
     When I came to Alcoholics Anonymous for help, I knew something was              

going to change. It had to change. A number of my old ideas had to go. Three in particular 
stood out. 
     The first paradox I faced was the notion of how much power there is in being powerless. 
The more I fought myself by trying to control when and how much I drank, the more I lost con-
trol. Predetermining how much and how often I was going to drink was futile and self-defeating,              
regardless of logic or intention. 
     The second paradox was the idea of becoming free from the obsession to drink by relying 
on something other than obstinate self-reliance. All my life I was trained to use knowledge, hard 
work and grit to overcome all my problems. I believed admitting I needed help would lead to 
weakness and dependency. 
     Thirdly, I was told any sobriety I might enjoy depended squarely upon my giving love, toler-
ance and time to the still-suffering alcoholic. This idea of giving it away to others in order to 
keep it for myself ran contrary to all I had ever done. Up to that point in my life, whatever I had 
gained I guarded. It was mine. The way to keep it was to keep it to myself. 
The value system I tried to live by before getting sober was instilled in me by loving parents, 
learned teachers, successful coaches and well-meaning counselors. Along the way, I added 
few of my own ideas about life. 
     Fortunately, I found a sponsor and a home group that helped me apply the aforementioned 
principles, coupled with AA’s Twelve Steps, as the basis of my sobriety. It took time, prayer and 
open-mindedness to unlearn certain lessons from my youth that blocked me from being happy, 
joyous and free.  
     Explaining just how these once-perceived paradoxes lead to sobriety is difficult. But no one 
can dispute the results. 
The fascinating thing about these principles is discovering their utility in aspects of my life other 
than staying away from that first drink.  
     At 10 years sober, I got involved in Service for the first time, attending district meetings and 
area assemblies. Included in the gathered printed materials I would take back to my home 
group was the area’s treasurer’s report.  
     As an accountant and business manager, I focused my attention on the details and began 
asking questions, such as, “How are we doing compared to budget?” and “How much is our 
prudent reserve?” and “Do we have funds set aside for future major purchases?” The re-
sponses were alarming to me: No budget, no prudent reserve, no special funds.  
     Immediately, I began to think about how to fix this potential financial disaster. Deciding to 
keep things simple, I put forth a proposal to the area to establish a prudent reserve, setting 
aside approximately 10 percent of our annual expenditures as a safety net. Proposals for budg-
ets and special funds could wait. Despite my best advocacy, the proposal was soundly de-
feated. 
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     Any effort to predetermine how much and where to spend groups’ dollars was futile, regard-
less of logic or intention. My financial training, experience and determination were of no value 
in this instance. Budgets might limit when and where standing service committees could re-
spond to the needs of the groups. Relinquishing any power to control dollars freed the assem-
bly from time spent haggling and negotiating, so we could fully focus on supporting the Twelfth 
Step work of groups and districts.  
     The area assembly helped me see the idea about “prudent reserve” in a totally new light. My 
understanding of prudent reserve was two-fold. One, it served as a safety net in case of an un-
expected shortfall in income. Two, it provided a benchmark to help groups determine how 
much money was available to disburse to service entities.  
     Both views are still valid, however my concept has evolved. I used to see a prudent reserve 
in terms of a set dollar amount. Today, I know the real prudent reserve is the Fellowship itself.          
     Any time a need arose, we responded. When the area needed a new computer for the reg-
istrar, or new audio/video equipment for delegate presentations, or funding for a regional ser-
vice event, or for the multitude of other needs that came about, an informed group conscience 
always provided the necessary resources. Contributions always seem to flow in the direction of 
service activities. 
     Based on my many years of professional work in business administration, the financial 
model used by my area defies logic. I am still utterly amazed at how well it works year in and 
year out.  
     Explanations are difficult, but here is what I believe: As long as we are trusted servants who 
are giving love, tolerance and time to provide Twelfth Step services to the still-suffering alco-
holic, ample resources will always be available.  
     Last year our area incurred expenses totaling over $50,000. Contributions exceeded ex-
penses by $126 in the same year. No budgets, no pledges, no pleas for contributions were re-
quired. The only necessity was trust in each other and in our Higher Power.  
     Belief means reliance, not defiance. God is the unequivocal provider of all we need to do his 
work. 
-- James H. 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
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COMING 

SOON! 
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Congratulations on 50yrs of service! 

Western Mass Intergroup would like to congratulate the Western Mass 

Round-Up on their 50th Anniversary. It was a remarkable event for all. 

We would also like to thank them for their invitation to bring our literature 

and help pass that message of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Special thanks to Mike S, our Delegate, for his tremendous dedication to 

Area 31 service as his term as Delegate comes to an end.  

From Chair to coffee and everything in between was greatly appreciated 

AT WITS END!  

(from the Grapevine) 
 

Really drunk 
I got home from the pub last night and my wife said,                                                 

“I can’t believe how intoxicated you are.”   

“I’m not drunk,” I said, denying it.  “Yes, you are.”  “No, I’m not.”                        

“Can you tell the time?” she challenged.  

I walked up to the clock and said, “I’m not drunk.” 

Big Book Quote 
 

"In a few seconds he was overwhelmed by a conviction of the Presence of 

God.  
 

It poured over and through him with the certainty and majesty of a great 

tide at flood. The barriers he had built through the years were swept away.  
 

He stood in the Presence of Infinite Power and Love.  
 

He had stepped from bridge to shore. For the first time, he lived in conscious 

companionship with his Creator." 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous, 4th Edition, We Agnostics, pg. 56 
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From the words of Bill W. & Friends  

A Good Beginning 

In this book you read again and again that faith did for us what 

 we could not do for ourselves.  

 

We hope you are convinced now that 

 God can remove whatever self-will has blocked  

you off from Him. 

  

If you have already made a decision, and an inventory of your 

 grosser handicaps, you have made a good beginning.  

 

Alcoholics Anonymous, (How It Works,) pp. 70 - 71 

If  I have the courage to begin, I have the courage to succeed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA-related 'Alconym' 
 

F A I T H  =                    
 

Facing All, Intuitively 
Trusting Him. 

THOUGHT TO PONDER 

Bill  W. 

RULE #62 

“My sponsor wanted me to go back to basics, I just   
didn’t know how far back he wanted me to go” 
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New from Grapevine: Cartoon 

Book "Take Me To Your Sponsor" 
 

Sobriety can be tough sometimes, which is why re-

covering alcoholics can always use a good laugh. In 

AA, members learn to not take themselves too seri-

ously, to be happy, joyous and free. Luckily, sobri-

ety can be pretty darn amusing. Two of the most 

beloved departments of Grapevine are the “At Wit’s 

End” jokes and the cartoons, all contributed and 

drawn by AA members. This book contains some of 

the best laughs of the last few years, dealing with 

meetings, sponsorship, dating and marriage, friends 

and coworkers, character defects and more. We 

hope this book brightens your day and gives you 

some hearty, well-earned laughs. 

Our Great Responsibility                                
 

1st AAWS Publication in 30 years! 

A selection of Bill W.’s General Service 

Conference talks, 1951 – 1970. Timeless 

and timely, these 16 selected talks give 

fresh perspectives on the A.A. Fellowship in 

our co-founder’s own words. 

Only... 

$10.00 
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Area 31 Service Committee News 
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The Area 31 Service Committee meets 2nd Wednesday of  the month at the  
Grace United Church (front entrance) 474 Pleasant Street, Holyoke.  

Please urge your Home-Group to elect a GSR and have a voice in Area 31 AA.  
*****************************  

Is your group looking to have the Grapevine or Archives boards at your next AA function for anniversary?  
Please let the Archives or Grapevine Committee know a month in advance.  

Grapevine & Archives email - a31chair@gmail.com. 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEE MEETING 

AREA COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

ARCHIVES - 1st Tuesday, 7:30pm 

GRAPEVINE - 1st Tuesday, 7:30pm 

PUBLIC INFORMATION - 2nd Tuesday, 7:30pm 

CPC - 2nd Tuesday, 7:30pm 

WM Round-Up - 1st Weds following 2nd Tues,  

WESTERN MASS INTERGROUP - 2nd Thurs, 7:30pm,  

WMIG STEERING COMMITTEE - Last Thurs, 7pm ( please check with office to confirm) 

AREA 31 - 12 CONCEPTS OF AA - 1st Thurs, 7:30pm 

ACCESSIBILITIES COMMITTEE– 4th Weds - 7:00pm  

AREA 31 WEBSITE COMMITTEE - 4th Weds - 7:00pm 
 

(All Meetings Above Meet at the Grace United Church  

474 Pleasant Street in Holyoke MA 
 

INSTITUTIONS - 1st Wednesday, 7pm, Providence Hospital, Holyoke  

BERKSHIRE INTERGROUP - 2nd Monday, 7pm, 152 North St. suite 30C, Pittsfield, MA  

WESTERN MASS YOUNG PEOPLES - 2nd Sat, 6pm, Serenity Club, 143 Main St., Springfield  

DISTRICT 1 - 3rd Thursday, 7:30pm, Sacred Heart Church  

                         35 Everett Street, Springfield  

DISTRICT 2 - 2nd Monday, 7pm, Grace United Church, 474 Pleasant St Holyoke 

DISTRICT 3 - 3rd Friday, 7pm, Old Court House, Lee Town Hall - Lee, MA  

DISTRICT 4 - 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 pm, Holy Father Parish, 29 Sugarloaf St. S. Deerfield 

DISTRICT 5 - 1st Monday, 7:30pm, Union Church of Christ, 52 Center St, Ludlow  

DISTRICT 6 - 3rd Monday, 7:30pm, Western Mass Hosp, 91 East Mountain Rd, Westfield  

AA Service Manual & Tradition Meetings 

AREA 31 - AA SERVICE MANUAL MEETING - 1st Thurs, 7:30pm 

Join us in learning the rest of the 36 Spiritual Principles! 
AREA 31 TRADITIONS MEETING 

3rd Wednesday, 7:30pm both meetings held at the Grace United Church,  

474 Pleasant in Holyoke (home of the WM Intergroup) 
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WESTERN MASS INTERGROUP  is a body made up of 
representatives from all AA groups in the area (Area 31). It has 
met on a monthly basis since it was established in 1953. Each 
AA group elects, annually, one of its members (one year of so-
briety recommended) to serve as its representative on this im-
portant committee, and, an alternate to regularly attend its meet-
ings (one year of sobriety recommended). Its main responsibili-
ties are to: 
 
1. Coordinate AA activities among its various groups and to 
help weaker groups in anyway possible. 
2. Maintain 24 hour AA telephone coverage 
3. Publish regularly updated schedules of group meetings in the 
area 
4. Provide a program which will promote regular visits  
between groups. 
5. Provide an inventory of AA Literature for the convenience of 
local groups and committees in an office which also serves as a 
communication and information center 
6. And, to act upon any suggestions be any group, through its 
representatives, that would be of potential benefit to our area 
groups. 

 
WESTERN MASS INTERGROUP MEETS ON  

THE 2nd THURSDAY AT 7:30 PM AT THE  
INTERGROUP OFFICE. 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

WWW.WESTERNMASSAA.ORG 

Western Mass Intergroup  
 

474 Pleasant Street, Holyoke MA 01040  
Office Phone: 413-532-2111  
Website: www.westernmassaa.org  
E-mail: intergro4@aol.com  
Office Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9am - 1pm   
                      Thursday until 5:30pm  

Intergroup Officers & Staff 
 
Charlie R - Chair              Kevin L. - General Manager 
Ron G - Treasurer           Joy F - Store Manager 
Marc - Secretary              Rene D – Office Staff 
                                         Eddie K - Office Staff 
 

If you have Questions or Comments you may reach 
us at the contact information above. 

Thank You for your support. 

 I  am responsible... 

 

When anyone, anywhere,  

Reaches out for help,  

I want the hand of A. A. always 

to be there.  

And for that: I am responsible.  

Quote of the Month  

For Today 
 

“Many blessings have been showered 
upon me during my five years and 
nine months of  sobriety -- great spiri-
tual gifts, as well as the more ordinary 
supplies of  money and goods.  
 
These great gifts come one after the 
other in spite of  my own foolishness 
and fumbling, as I very slowly grope 
my way toward the light of  reason 
and love.” 

Monthly Thought 


