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730 N. Pawnee, 
Taylorville, IL 62568 

217-824-4113 

217-824-5407

Monday-Friday  
8am-noon, 1pm-4pm

www.ccdhil.org

Our Information
The mission of the Christian County Health Department is to 
serve our community by preventing the spread of disease, as 
well as protecting, assuring and improving the public's health.

Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

Office Hours:

Website:

Facebook:
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The Christian County Health Department prepares an 
annual report to provide further transparency to our 
community and to abide by regulatory requirements set 
forth in 55 ILCD Sec. 5-25013 A. 14 to submit an annual 
report explaining all of its activities and expenditures.

About this Annual Report

About the Christian County Health 
Department

Christian County Health Department is a single county 
health department covering Christian County with a current 
population of 33,436 residents, according to the 2020 US 
Census.  Christian County Health Department is certified 
and employs 9 full time employees and 3 part time 
employees.  The Health Department is a resolution health 
department that receives grant funding and local tax dollars 
for the TB program from a previous referendum.  We 
promote and provide public health services to all 
community members within Christian County.
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Message from the Administrator 
I hope this message finds you all in good health and high 
spirits. I wanted to take a moment to share some incredibly 
exciting news about our health department's recent 
developments and achievements from 2023.
First and foremost, I am thrilled to announce that we have 
successfully relocated to a new, modern facility. This move 
was driven by our strong desire to expand our programs 
and services for mental health, ensuring that we can better 
serve and support our community. With this new space and 
location, we have the opportunity to grow, innovate, and 
make an even greater impact on the well-being of our 
residents.
In line with our unwavering commitment to public health, we have taken a significant 
step forward by adding vector surveillance and tick surveillance as a proactive method 
for preventing diseases such as West Nile and Lyme disease. Another important 
service we have added to the health department is car seat checks. Our Emergency 
Management Coordinator recently obtained his National Certification for car seat 
checks. This means that families in our community can now bring their cars with their 
car seats for a free check. It is crucial to ensure that little ones are safe while traveling, 
and this service can help parents to have the seats properly installed. 

I’m thrilled to announce that our optical program is making a comeback to CCHD. We 
are now able to provide glasses for individuals who bring in their prescriptions for little 
to no cost to the individual. This means that more people in Christian County will have 
access to affordable eyewear, improving their vision and overall quality of life. It is an 
incredible opportunity to make a positive impact on the health and well-being of our 
community. 
Lastly, I want to highlight the tremendous success of our first annual food workshop 
we had in March 2023. This event was a resounding triumph, bringing together various 
establishments and stakeholders to promote safe food practices. The engagement and 
enthusiasm displayed by all participants were truly inspiring. I am thrilled to announce 
that we are fully committed to continuing this initiative, as it serves as a vital platform 
to educate and empower our community on the importance of safe food handling and 
preparation.
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Finance
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Finance

TB Sanitarium Revenue

TB Sanitarium Expenses
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Food Program
Under the provisions set forth in the Christian County Food 
and Sanitation Ordinance, Environmental Health staff are 
responsible for protecting individuals consuming foods in 
Christian County from food-borne illnesses.  Activities include 
issuance of permits, inspections, destruction of unwholesome 
food, and complaint investigations.  Administrative hearings 
are an opportunity for establishments with numerous 
violations to meet at the Health Department for an educational 
session to reduce future violations. 

Food Establishment Inspections.....................224

Permits Issued.................................................234
Temporary Permits Issued..............................157
Cottage Food Permits Issued............................12
New Plan Review................................................9
Investigations..................................................168
Complaints..........................................................3
Administrative Hearings....................................10

9

lzuber
Highlight

lzuber
Highlight

lzuber
Highlight

lzuber
Highlight

lzuber
Rectangle



Food Program
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All establishments that sell food in Christian County are 
required to hold a valid Christian County food license. 
Each establishment is then placed into a category 
depending on the amount of food preparation that occurs 
at that establishment.
High Risk - A food establishment that presents a high 
relative risk of causing a foodborne illness based upon the 
large number of food handling operations typically 
implicated in foodborne outbreaks and/ or the type of 
population served by the facility. 
Medium Risk - A food establishment that presents a 
moderate relative risk of causing foodborne illness based 
upon few handling operations typically implicated in 
foodborne illness outbreaks
Low Risk - A food establishment that presents a low 
relative risk of causing a foodborne illness based upon few 
or no food handling operations typically implicated in 
foodborne illness outbreaks. 

2022-2023

97.55% food safety 
inspections completed 



Food Program

A temporary food establishment is a food establishment that 
operates for a period of time not more than 14 consecutive 
days in conjunction with a single event or celebration.
The Environmental Health staff conducts inspections of these 
temporary establishments to ensure they are following the 
proper food handling operations as outlined in the Christian 
County Food and Sanitation Ordinance.
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Vector

Mosquito Samples (10 positive).....................67

Illinois Department of Public Health awards annual grants to local 
health departments to conduct vector surveillance and control 
measures.  Environmental Health Staff trap mosquitoes to track the 
presence of West Nile Virus.  The trap is filled with an organic liquid so 
that adult mosquitoes are drawn to the trap and are caught in a net.  
The net is gathered and taken to the health department and the 
mosquitoes are frozen.  The frozen mosquitoes are counted, ground 
and spun in a centrifuge and then tested for West Nile. 

! Ƴƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ bƛƭŜ ±ƛǊǳǎ ōȅ ōƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ.  Most human infections are the result of a bite from 
an infected mosquito.  ¢ƘŜ Environmental IŜŀƭǘƘ {ǘŀŦŦ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘs 
ŘŜŀŘ ōƛǊŘǎ, such as blue jays, crows, and robins to test for West Nile 
Virus.  These birds are more susceptible, with a higher rate of testing 
positive for West Nile Virus.  The birds we collect are frozen and sent 
to the IDPH state lab for further testing.

Environmental Staff was able to begin conducting tick surveillance.  
The staff is able to collect ticks from locations to test for tick borne 
disease like Lyme disease.  We also collected bats to send to the IDPH 
state lab to test for rabies.

Bird Samples (1 positive)..................................9
Tick Sites Tested...............................................1

Bats Tested (1 positive).....................................5
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Vector
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Vector
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Water, Wells, & Non-Community 
Water

Potable water is water that is safe to drink or to use in food 
preparation under the provision set forth in the Christian 
County Ordinance governing Water Well Permit And Water 
Supply.  Environmental Health focuses on reducing the risk 
for transmission of communicable disease by promoting the 
proper design, construction, and sealing of drinking water 
wells.  A major consideration in constructing water wells is to 
prevent contamination from surface or shallow ground water, 
sewage disposal systems, and other hazardous sources from 
entering the well. 

Water Sample Tests Received......................49

Unsatisfactory Samples................................23

Non-Community Samples..............................5

Permits for New Wells.................................15

Permits for Sealed Wells................................7

Wells

Water Sampling Testing
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Septic

The Private Sewage Disposal Program operates under the 
provisions set forth in the Christian County Private Sewage 
Disposal Systems Ordinance.  Environmental Health Staff 
are responsible for protecting residents from serious health 
hazards caused by malfunctioning or improperly 
constructed private sewage disposal systems.

Inspections....................................................23

Permits Issued...............................................23

Replacement Systems.....................................8

New Systems.................................................15

Pumper Inspections.......................................15

16

lzuber
Highlight

lzuber
Highlight

lzuber
Highlight

lzuber
Rectangle



17

All establishments providing body art services such as 
tattooing, piercing, branding or scarification are required 
to be registered.  Upon receipt of a completed registration 
application, Environmental Health Staff conducts an 
inspection to monitor compliance.

Upon receipt of a completed registration for a tanning 
facility, Environmental Health Staff conducts an inspection 
to monitor compliance with the IL Administrative Code.  

Tanning and Body Art



Lead screenings are completed to determine lead levels in 
children.  Early detection of lead poisoning is important in 
the prevention of learning disabilities, behavioral 
problems, brain damage, muscle weakness, or even death.  

This year the Health Department acquired a rapid lead 
analyzer that reads a capillary blood sample in three (3) 
minutes.

Screenings Completed....................................547

Lead Tests Conducted
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Lead
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Smoke Free Illinois
Illinois Department of Public Health provides funding to the 
Christian County Health Department to implement 
strategies for prevention of youth tobacco initiation,  
secondhand smoke elimination, including  promotion and 
enforcement of the Smoke-Free Illinois Act, and tobacco 
cessation, including promotion of and referral to the Illinois 
Tobacco Quitline.

The Smoke-Free Illinois Act (Public Act 95-0017) protects 
the public from the harmful effects of exposure to tobacco 
smoke by prohibiting smoking in public places and places of 
employment and within 15 feet of any entrance, exit, 
windows that open, or ventilation intake of a public place 
or place of employment. Funding is provided to certified 
local health departments to conduct 
compliance inspections.
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Narcan Boxes in Christian County
The opioid epidemic is a major public health crisis that 
impacts nearly every region and demographic group in 
the United States.  Narcan is a drug that can help save 
someone’s life if they accidentally or intentionally 
overdose on an opioid. Narcan is safe, effective, 
inexpensive, and relatively easy to administer.  In 
collaboration with the Phoenix Center and The Christian 
County Prevention Coalition we have mapped all the 
Narcan box locations in Christian County.
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Narcan Boxes in Christian County
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The capability and planning guide was completed for the 
county.  This document provides the framework for our local 
public health system to assess our needs, plan our priorities, 
and develop their capabilities and resources.  While 
partnering with the Fire Department, the Sheriff’s Office, 
Taylorville Memorial, the county’s Emergency Manager 
(EMA), and the Coroner’s office, this document was 
completed, strengthening our partnership with these entities. 
The results of the guide show that we are 80% effective. 
Which means we have significant ability and capacity to 
handle the 15 public health capabilities we have as a county. 
The public health system risk assessment was completed by 
partnering with the County EMA.  
This document shows the risk level of 34 different possible 
emergencies ranging from natural disasters, technical and 
accidental hazards and adversarial and human caused 
hazards.  Two specific hazards have been left out as they do 
not pertain to this county, which are nuclear power utility 
disruption and space weather.  The tables  show the type of 
disaster and the risk percentage we have as a county.  The 
percentage is based off of six factors:  Probability/Frequency, 
Healthcare Sector Impact, Healthcare Access Impact, 
Behavioral Health Impact, and Mitigation.

Capability and Planning Guide
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Capability and Planning 
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Immunization Program
ADULT IMMUNIZATIONS
Regardless of age, immunizations protect against serious and 
deadly diseases.  Protection from vaccines received as a child 
can wear off over time, placing adults at risk for new and 
different diseases.  Christian County Health Department 
provided multiple Flu Clinics throughout the community.  We 
offer 317 funded COVID-19 vaccine, available to adults aged 
19 and older who are uninsured or under insured.

CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATIONS
Christian County Health Department offers Illinois’ Vaccines 
for Children (VFC) and private pay vaccines for children. The 
VFC Program helps provide vaccines to children who are 
uninsured, under-insured, Medicaid eligible, or are American 
Indian or Alaskan Native.  These programs help ensure all 
children have a better chance of getting their recommended 
vaccinations on schedule.
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Vaccine Data

* IDPH provided COVID-19 vaccine for 18+
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* IDPH provided vaccine for eligible children through 18 years of age 



TB Clinic
Tuberculosis remains a current threat throughout the world.  
Despite being a preventable and curable disease, 1.5 millions 
people die from TB each year.  The Tuberculosis Clinic 
reduces the incidences of this infectious disease in Christian 
County by providing screening, investigation, education, 
referral, and treatment of active and latent tuberculosis 
cases for Christian County residents.  TB skin tests are 
available at the health department on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Fridays with the exception of holidays.  Our 
Infectious Disease Specialist, Dr. Graham oversees any 
positive cases.
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Optical Program
The Christian County Health Department restarted the 
Optical Program in August.  This program provides low 
or no cost eyeglasses.  Patients need to bring their 
prescription provided to them by their eye doctor.  The 
patient is able to select from several choices after being 
fitted for a size that will work best for their prescription.  

Glasses provided....................................21
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Patient Demographic

Covid Testing
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Women, Infants & Children

WIC Appointments
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The WIC program aims to safeguard the health of low-
income women, infants, and children up to age 5 who are at 
nutrition risk by providing nutritious foods to supplement 
diets, information on healthy eating, and referrals to health 
care.

WIC Enrollment Numbers



Social Media
*percentages are compared to previous year

Top reaching posts
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