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Inside this issue: 

 O.C.E.A.N., Inc. is now 
accepting 2017 Home 

Energy (LIHEAP)   
Applications 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. has completed 

the construction of the first Tiny 

Home in Atlantic City.            

Additional Tiny Homes are                 

slated to begin throughout       

Atlantic City into 2017. Twenty-

Four (24) homes will be                  

constructed in Tuckerton by              

December of 2017. Ten of those 

homes will be set-aside for                   

Veterans who will receive                 

project-based vouchers. In the 

first quarter of 2017, 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. will begin the 

construction of twenty-four     

additional units in Pine Beach 

which will be available for                               

income-eligible and                             

disadvantaged seniors.       

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Begins the                              
Construction of Tiny Homes 

First O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Tiny Home        
Constructed in Atlantic City 

October-December 

October 10th - Columbus Day. All 
Head Start Centers, Agency and 

Corporate Offices are closed. 

November 11th - Veterans Day. 
All Head Start Centers, Agency 

and Corporate Offices are closed. 

November 24&25 - Thanksgiving. 
All Head Start Centers, Agency 

and Corporate Offices are closed. 

December 26th - Christmas. All 
Head Start Centers, Agency and 

Corporate Offices are closed. 
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At the Annual Weatherization Conference held 
in Atlantic City, (not Rio) the O.C.E.A.N., Inc. 

Weatherization staff participated in the 2016 
Weatherization Olympics.  There were multiple 
Jeopardy style categories for all agencies who 

participated. O.C.E.A.N., Inc. entered two 
teams into the competition. One O.C.E.AN., 

Inc. team took first place (Gold) and the second 

agency team placed second (Silver).  Camden 
County placed third (Bronze) in                                   

the competition.      

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Weatherization Director 
John Cross proudly displays the Gold and 

Silver awards on behalf of the staff. 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Weatherization Staff              
Wins Gold and Silver at the Olympics 
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O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Community Action  

Agency Program Outreach Events 

Left Photo - Jill Horner of Comcast Newsmakers speaks with Lori  
Sigrist, Director of Home Energy Assistance from OCEAN, Inc. about 

the Agency Programs. Visit the O.C.E.A.N., Inc. website at 
www.oceaninc.org and the agency Facebook site to view the video. 

Right Photo - Lori Sigrist met with WPG Radio Talk Show Host              
Hurley in the Morning and discusses the Home Energy Program                  

with regional radio followers.    

O.C.E.A.N.., Inc. staff including Head Start, Home Energy, ICM, Housing, Weatherization and Housing Counseling all                    
participated in the Community Action Agency Day held in May, 2016. Left Photo: (r-l) Edith Emmett, Home Energy Clerk   
educates a resident about the Home Energy Program. Right Photo: (l-r) Kathy Holst the O.C.E.A.N.,  Inc. Housing Counselor 
and Robin Florio of the Ocean County Planning Department discuss the First Time Homebuyer Program with a resident.  

http://oceaninc.org/


O.C.E.A.N., Inc.                             
Letters of Appreciation 
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Dear O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Weatherization: 
I wanted to thank you for helping me get in touch 
with the right people at “Homes for All” when I 
didn’t have any luck. They were wonderful and the 
safety bars were installed which has made a big 
difference in helping me take care of my husband. 
They also fixed my shower so all the water wasn’t 
going down the drain. I want to thank you for     
taking the time and making that special effort to 
help me. It was a kindness that was really            
appreciated. Also to Harry, Mike, Larry, Jack and 
Nelson of your Weatherization crew, thank you all 
for all of your hard work and professionalism. I 
really appreciate all you’ve done to help make my 
life a little better from the windows to the crawl 
space and everything in-between. Your hard work 
helped improve my life and I appreciate everything 
each and everyone did to help me. 
Thanks again, Bonnie McHale, Lanoka Harbor 
 
Dear Debbie: 
Your kindness is greatly appreciated! I simply can’t 
thank you enough for the immediate assistance in 
providing heat for us. Thank you for allowing me 
to keep my granddaughter Linda warm.  
Blessings Tracey & Linda 
 
Dear Mr. Gooding: 
Now that the school year has ended and I’m just 
settling into a routine at home, I wanted to take a 
moment to thank you for recognizing my efforts in 
trying to lose weight and stay healthy. As a BC     
survivor, it is important for me to keep an active 
and healthy lifestyle. The weight loss challenge 
was an added incentive for me. It actually helped 
me keep on track. Also it is amazing to see how 
many people have jumped on board and succeeded 
in their makeover. My mother always told me that 
those pounds come on easily, but it’s not so easy 
getting them off. Weight loss is certainly not easy 
to achieve. Kudos to us all!! Anyway thanks again. 
Enjoy the sunshine! 

Dear Janet 
I want to thank you for all the help you have been 
to me and to all the people involved. I have a new 
heating system which I love and a new water heater 
after having no hot water for 2 weeks. It was a 
good thing I was an old farm kid without the nice 
benefits we have today so heating water on the 
stove was no new thing to me. 
I just turned 85 on April 9th and what a great gift of 
a water heater and furnace. I am so blessed to live 
in Ocean County as they have been so great to me 
in the past years. I cherish my home left to me by 
my spouse. You people are the best and I hope I 
don’t need you again. Only thing left is the stove in 
my kitchen. Everything else you’ve replaced. I 
don’t know what I would have done without your 
help. Sincerely, Della Hurley, Monmouth County 
 
Dear Camille and Friends: 
I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to take my GED test and for believing in me. You 
guys motivated and pushed me in the right                       
direction and if it wasn’t for your help, I still 
wouldn’t have had my diploma. So thank you, I 
really appreciate everything you have done for me 
and for giving my son a great year. Thank you all 
for your help and for being so kind. You guys were 
a blessing to me and helped me accomplish                   
something very important and I’ll always be very 
grateful. I have a chance now at giving my son a 
way better future now. I’ll never forget what you 
guys have done for me. I hope you all receive many 
blessings because what you guys did for me will 
always be remembered and greatly appreciated. 
Love Yasmine (Mike’s Mom) 
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President’s Corner 

Letters of Appreciation (Con’t) 
Dear Mr. Gooding: 
I would like to express my sincere and whole-hearted                   
appreciation for the work that was done at my home in 
Whiting. The Weatherization Program at O.C.E.A.N., Inc. 
has been such a blessing as I was not able to afford to 
make the repairs that I desperately needed. 
Over the course of my career I have worked in the                     
Directors Office, Monmouth County Social Services and 
have helped many people to get access to programs and 
services they needed. I also spent the last 10 years of my 
career as a legal assistant working with many families.  I 
can tell you that it was always a pleasure to work with the 
public. Since my retirement, the tables have turned for me 
and I find myself “on the other side of the desk” so to 
speak. 
Working with the employees at O.C.E.A.N., Inc., (Harry, 
Larry, Mike, Jack, J.C., Nelson and Janet – in no                        
particular order) has restored my faith in our senior pro-
grams. They have been nothing but courteous and hard 
working. It has been a pleasure dealing with them. I just 
had to write and tell you that I appreciate so much, the 
work that this program offers to people like me who have 
fallen on hard times. Please accept my sincere gratitude. 
Sincerely, Joy Velardi, Whiting 

Dear Janet: 
Small acts of kindness can touch lives in ways                  
entirely unforeseen as ours have been touched by 
your generosity and thoughtfulness. I simply can’t 
thank you enough for providing London and I with 
immediate assistance so that we could have hot  
water again. Your help came at a very difficult time 
and I am deeply grateful. Thank you so much for 
being so kind and caring. O.C.E.A.N., Inc. is a 
wonderful organization and they are lucky to have 
you in their employment. 
Gratefully, Tracey and London 
 
Ocean Inc. 
Just a big thank you for all you’ve given me. It was 
a very low time for me this year and you have let 
me see that people out there can be so kind. The 
guys that I dealt with were great. I am a bit of a 
hermit, so having strangers in my home upsets me. 
They were here for about 30 minutes and I found 
all of them cared and put me at ease. In fact,                   
everyone of them were great and I hope this finds 
them well! Thank you again! 
 
Judy, Whiting, NJ 

Welcome back to our Head Start staff. I hope you had a wonderful break and 
are ready to serve the children and families who are looking forward to your 
guidance over the next nine months.  

Over the past year there have been alot of exciting things that have happened to 
continue the growth of the enterprise. We have relocated the Head Start                       
Supervisors and staff to a new location. A new Chief Operations Officer has 
been hired. The Housing Division is continuing to expand in multiple                         
communities in Ocean, Monmouth, Atlantic and Cape May Counties. 

And a thought to keep in mind as you go about your day. 

Create opportunities to interact one-on-one with your leadership, your children, 
your significant other, your friends and your co-workers. When you listen, you 
learn, which opens the door to creative solutions and mutual trust. 

I want to thank you again for the dedication and commitment that I see every 
day in you. Your performance is greatly appreciated by myself and the Board. 
We look forward to another exciting year at O.C.E.A.N.,  Inc.   
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   Camp Evans in  
Monmouth County 

For the last four years, Camp Evans has been called a 
second home to hundreds of volunteers who have               
donated their time and energy to continue to help those 
affected by the storm. 

In 2013, a coordinated effort lead by O.C.E.A.N., Inc. 
helped successfully transform a section of the former 
base into a quality housing facility for volunteers 
throughout the world who stay at the location and                   
traverse to their volunteer duties on a daily basis. 

Today and into next year, Camp Evans will continue to 
welcome volunteers from all parts of the world and 
O.C.E.A.N., Inc. will continue to provide the equipment 
and assistance needed until all residents affected by the 
storm can return to their homes. 

Camp Evans is a former military base associated with 
Fort Monmouth in Wall Township, New Jersey. The 
former base was associated in the development of the 
Trans-Atlantic Wireless Transmission Station in the 
early 20th Century.     

 



500th First Time Homebuyer in 
Ocean County 
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Through the First Time Homebuyer Program, 
O.C.E.A.N., Inc. has just assisted the 500th family                     

helping them make their dream of home ownership a           
reality. Ocean County has administered the First-Time 
Homebuyer Program since 1994 and to date Sonjia  

Johnson and 499 other families have received the                   
assistance to purchase a home. 

“On June 30, 2008, we all gathered as Ms. Diane                          
Forenza was recognized as the 300th homebuyer and                

today we are so proud to recognize Sonjia Johnson as the 
500th First Time Homebuyer in Ocean County,” says 
Theodore Gooding, President/CEO of O.C.E.A.N., Inc.  

The program is made possible through cooperation                   
between O.C.E.A.N., Inc. the Ocean County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders and area financial institutions who 
assist pre-approved homeowners. “We believe every      

person deserves the feeling of independence of owning 
their first home and we value the opportunity to help 
those who require assistance in obtaining that goal,”                 

according to Theodore Gooding. 
 

In 2016 alone, O.C.E.A.N., Inc. has  administered 
$160,000 in federal HOME funds that are used for down 
payments and closing cost assistance toward the                      

purchase of a home for 16 low and moderate income 
families. In order to apply, an applicant must have a 
three percent down payment with one and a half percent 

from their own funds, and meet the following criteria: 
good credit rating, sufficient income to support mortgage 
payments, and their income must not exceed the HUD 

income limit set for the Ocean County region. 
 
This O.C.E.A.N., Inc. First Time Homebuyer Program 

helps first time homeowners learn the requirements and 
expectations of homeownership. The potential buyers 
attend workshops in budgeting and finances and all those 

details needed to be a successful homeowner.  

A total of $4.2 million in HOME Investment      
Partnership funding has been allocated to the                   

First-Time Homebuyers Program in Ocean County 
since 1994. The homes purchased have a total real 
estate value of more than $92 million and the                     

average home price closed within the last 18 
months is $158,000.     

L-r-Ms. Sonjia Johnson of Brick accepts the                            
proclamation of becoming the 500th First Time                            

Homebuyer from Ocean County Freeholder                              
Virginia “Ginny” Haines. 
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A Special “Thank You” to PNC Bank from the 
Manchester Head Start Center 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Manchester staff, Head Start               
Director Meg Saunders and Theodore Gooding, 

President/CEO thank PNC Bank for the grants and 
in-kind services their staff has provided to 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. over the last eleven years. These                   
services include reading and coloring activities and 
end of year picnics for the centers. The check in the 

amount of $6,000 was presented to agency staff.  
Special thanks to PNC for their generosity and the                         
support of our Head Start teachers and students.  

Manchester Head Start Center Site Supervisor/Family                         
Partner Nicole Colpaert presents the PNC Team with a               

Certificate of Appreciation for their strong partnership with 
O.C.E.A.N., Inc. throughout many years. 

NJ Stronger Housing Counseling Program 

Left Photo: O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Sandy Recovery Supervisor 
Cindy Olson assists a Little Egg Harbor resident with 
Sandy related RREM issues. Ms. Olson participates in 
many outreach events throughout the year and works in 

coordination with Housing Advisors by providing                       
residents with assistance through the NJDCA Rental                   

Assistance Program (RAP), TBRA, LMI/RREM, Housing 
Location Assistance, Collaborations and Referrals to local 

agencies and other NJDCA Programs.  
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O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Welcomes New                        
Chief Operating Officer 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. welcomes the new Chief Operation 
Officer, Mr. Channell Wilkins, MPA, CCAP.  Channell 
has been in public service most of his career and has   
also worked in the private and non-profit sectors.   

He worked at the Municipal, County and State levels 
before going to the federal government to run the Office 
of Head Start as the Associate Commissioner. The               
principle deliverables have always been to improve the               
outcomes for the population (s) served while ensuring 
the most cost effective and technology driven solutions 
are used by the organization.   

This balance of service to those in need and those                  
paying the tab keeps him thriving for new                           
innovations and ways to solve problems. Most recently, 
he was the Director of Community Services for Palm 
Beach County Florida and active in many civic and                         
professional organizations. 

Palm Beach County Department of Community           
Services Director  
Application Link Inc., Vice President of Business  
Development and Quality Assurance  
Office of Head Start, Administration for Children and 
Families, U. S. Department of Health and Human      
Services, Associate Commissioner/Director   
New Jersey Community Action Association, Executive 
Director  
State of New Jersey, Department of Human Services, 
Senior Executive Service, County of Mercer,                                   
Department of Human Services, Chief  Division of  
Senior and Community Services 
City of Trenton, Department of Health and Human      
Services, Senior Program Development Specialist.  

He has been married to his wife, Robin for 20+ years 
and has two teenage children.  

Channell Wilkins, O.C.E.A.N., Inc.                   
Chief Operating Officer 



O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Receives Grant Funding 
from OceanFirst Foundation & NJDFD 
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Through in-kind donations by Lakewood 
BlueClaws, the O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Head 

Start families and agency staff                           
participated in the O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Day 

on April 19, 2016 at the Lakewood              
BlueClaws Stadium. The event included 
pre-game nutrition and fitness workshops 

for all Head Start families. 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. works in partnership 
with many organizations and agencies 
throughout Ocean County promoting 

healthy lifestyle choices through                     
nutrition and fitness programs, services 

and materials to all members of our           
communities. Lakewood BlueClaws 

sponsored O.C.E.A.N., Inc. by providing 
free tickets to the ballpark which were                  
distributed to all Head Start families to 

enjoy a night out and enjoy the ballgame 
while learning about fitness                                     

and nutrition.  

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Day at Lakewood 
Blueclaws Stadium 

 To address the need for affordable housing for those    
affected by Superstorm Sandy, Joseph Casella and Nina 
Anuario of OceanFirst presented Ted Gooding with a 

check in the amount of  $30,000 for the Berkeley                     
Housing Project.. 

O.C.E.A.N.,  Inc. ICM staff, (l-r) Nadine Kuster-Farrell, 
Katina Clark, Adrienne Lawrence and Kimberly                

Campbell provide the Intensive Case Management                   
Services throughout Ocean, Atlantic                                               

and Cape May Counties. 



Employee Appreciation at the Monthly 
General Staff Meeting 
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O.C.E.A.N., Inc.                  
Employees received 

their                        
Certificates of     

Appreciation at the 
monthly General 
Staff Meeting.             

After learning about the broken television in 
an entertainment room at the O.C.E.A.N., 
Inc. Macedonia Senior Living Community 

Center, the PBA Local 71 wanted to help. 
The group, led by President Sean Ward, 
Vice President Marc Zwebiac and State                    

Liaison Steve Kelusak, went out and                       
purchased a brand new flat screen television 

for the residents. Together with Officers 
Guzman, Livingston and Nickens, the group 

personally delivered the television, and 
were greeted with cheers by the                      

thankful recipients.     

Lakewood PBA - Local 71 Donates TV to the Macedonia                              
Senior Center 

Lakewood PBA - Local 71 

Cheryl Johnson, 10 Years Martha Matos, 15 Years 



Visit us on the Web  

at 

www.oceaninc.org 

OCEAN TIDES 

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. 

P.O. Box 1029 

Toms River, NJ 08754 
732-244-5333 (Tel) 

732-349-4227 (Fax) 

DIRECTORY OF O.C.E.A.N., INC.  SERVICE LOCATIONS 

Corporate Office           Branch Offices Home Energy/Weatherization             Atlantic/Cape Office 

 P.O Box 1029   P.O. Box 1029  Lakewood Office    Pleasantville Office Galloway Office  

 Toms River, NJ 08754  Toms River, NJ 08754 507 River Ave       2 West Glendale Ave 76 W Jimmy Leeds Rd 

 732-244-5333   732-244-2351  Lakewood, NJ         Pleasantville, NJ             Galloway, NJ 08205 

 Fax: 732-349-4227  732-244-9041    732-942-3405     (609)-677-8202 (609) 677-6801  

       

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Kids-Head Start Centers                                                       New Home Energy Location 

Barnegat   Berkeley Township  Brick Township   1125 Atlantic Avenue 6th Fl, Ste 624 

1 Ocean Ave.                 264 First Ave.   503 Adamston Rd.       Atlantic City, NJ 08401-4806 

Barnegat, NJ 08005         South Toms River, NJ 08757 Brick, NJ 08723         Phone: (609) 345-1359 

Tel: 609-660-9101         Tel: 732-341-7557  Tel: 732-477-1155       Fax: (609) 345-1365 

Fax: 609-660-9768         Fax: 732-341-5492  Fax: 732-477-6513       Housing Counseling—Ocean 

               O.C.E.A.N., Inc. Kids at      Delegate Agency    S&F Plaza                                                                                                                
Manchester   Toms River                        30 East Eighth Street     2008 Rt. 37 East Suite 12  

2950 Wilbur Avenue  One College Drive               Lakewood, NJ 08701     Toms River, NJ 08753  

Manchester, NJ 08733  at Ocean County College  Tel: 732-364-4333         Phone: (732) 288-2614 

Tel: 732-657-8076  Toms River, NJ 08753  Fax: 732-364-4236        Fax: 288-2619  

Fax: 732-657-2456  Tel: 732-864-1401  

    Fax: 732-864-1407 


