ORDINANCE SETTING STANDARDS, CONDITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE KEEPING, MAINTAINING AND TREATMENT OF ANIMALS IN THE TOWN

OF BELMONT, MS AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION
THEREOF.,

WHEREAS 21-19-9 of the Ms State Code of 1972 as amended authorizes a municipality
to control the running of atiinial3 at large; and

'WHEREAS, 97-41-1 through 91-41-17 prohibit cruelty to animals:
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE
TOWN OF BELMONT, MISS1881bp1: -

Section 1: Definitions: As used in this ordinatice, the following terms mean:
Animal: Any live, vertebrate creature, domestic ot wild;

Animal Control Officet: Aty personi designated by the Town of Belmont, Mississippi, as
a law enforcement and control officer who is qualified to petform such duties under the

laws of this state; including but tiot limited to police officers and emmployees of the Public
Works Department;

Animal Shelter: Any facility operated by a humane society, or municipal agency, or its )
authorized agenits for the purpose of impouriding or cating for atimals held under the
authority of this ordinance or state law;

Kennel: Any ptemises whereiti any person engages in the business of boarding, breeding,
buying, letting for hire, trathirig fot a fee or selling dogs;

Owner: Any person, pattnérship, ot cotpotdtion owning, keeping or harboring one or
iore animals, An anitial shall be desmed Hutbored ifit is fed or sheltered,

Inhuinane Treatment: Shall mear any treattent to any animal which deptives the animal
of nécessary susteﬁaﬁt;é,; iﬁéll{diﬁg‘fddt!;w&tﬁf, atid protéction from weather, or any -
treatinent of dny attirisl, Such 48'overloading, overworking, tottenting, beating,

riutilating; teasitig, Eif'iis'tihﬂ‘}g};Bf,.btﬁé};'ibﬁbfﬂi&l tréatmetit 45 may be determined by: (1)

health officer, (2) ailthotized law enfor

rdeiiétit officer:
.f'l A-"”f-‘ S .

Public Nuisance: Aty anirial ot aitlirials which;
. molests passerby or pasying Vehielss, of;

attacks other anlrfaly g e .

. trespasses o sehoblBEOMAS, I city patks, of in a zoological park, or;

I

is repeatedly.at lathdy o ¥

daiidges private ot Bublis property, ot; :
barks, whities;' 1’ hﬁ{ﬁjﬁ'iﬁjﬁﬂ_’éﬂé‘éﬁﬁv&, cotititivoud ot untitnély fashion, or;
is allowed by its owhbl ts becote 4 Avisance to peopls of otliet animals,
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Restraint: Any animal secured by a leash ot lead of less than six (6) feet within the fenced -
real property limits of its owtier; or is secured by a chain or cable sufficient to keep the
animal within the property limits, '

Running at large: An animal not under restraint is running at large;

Veterinary hospital: Any establishment maintained and opetated by a licensed
veterinarian for surgety, diaghosis and treatment of diseages and injuries of animals;

' Vicious animal: Any animal or anifnals that constitute a physical threat to humar beings
or other animals, or any animal that could bé perceived, by 4 reasonable petson, to be a
physical threat to human beings or other animals;;

Wild animal: Any live tmonkey (tion-tuthan primate), raccoon, bear, skunk, fox,
paisonous snake, léopard, panthet, tiget, lion, lytx, or any othet warm-blooded animal
which can be found in the wild state, and is hot ordinatily domesticated by man, whether
raised in captivity or in the wild,

Section 2: Rabies Vaccinations:

A. Any person ownitig, keeping, harboring, or havitg tustody of any dog six (6)
months of age or oldet Within the towtt shall hdve that animal vaccinated against
tabies with the approved dosage of an approved anti-rabic virus (vaccine) R
properly admiinistered by otie legally authorized to do so; it shall be unlawful fot
any petson to owt ot have i his possession any dog not so vaccinated. Every
dog tust be so vaecinated immediatély upon attaining the age of six (6) motiths,
and every yedr thetedftet oft of before Juns 30,

B. The owtter of atiy dog shall see that the animal wears & securely bradded metat
tag approved by the State Board of Health with the setia! number of the _
vaccination ditd the yedr it Which the timal was iftocultited stamped thereon, dnd
to see that the collar and tag dre wort by the animat st all times,

C. The failure o cotiply with thig section shall constitute o misdemeanor, and the
offetder shall; 6t ¢BAVIEHOM b bs firied ffty dollats ($50.00) for the first
offetise, ot htiideed ﬁﬁilﬁ?g(ﬂ@ﬁ,bp} fot thie etond, and Bve hundred dollats
($500.00) for. the Hiled BiXensd/ st "

Section 3: Impoiidsiéth A1d CAvhiting b Asitals Having Bitten Detson and
Pesttuction beai%inljjABﬁﬁﬁiﬁ':'f R /
e

) Ty
1 Il‘i

e e et
A 1t shatl bs Uilawid fot, a0 b

. & Uilayiul fof ahiy perso "..tc‘i kéep or maititain withi the Town of
Belnotit; MISISSBBLAKSEVicious ferdcluus o datigerous animal. Any Such
atitmal mag b8 iiHpolinded of destrayed.




B,

In case of an altack by ahimal resulting in injuty to any persott, such anitmal shall
be impotnded by the Town of Beltoht for observatiot for 4 period of ten (10)
days, ot the Town of Belttotit shall Havs sitch anital impoutided for ten (10)
days with 4 private vetetinariun lestised to practics veterinary medicine within
the state, ot after havitig fitst produced evidenice of cuttent vaccittatiot], the
owner tlay sigt a agtéetiérit to 4 daily check (fot-a petiod of quatanting) by the
Anirdal Cotitrol Officet to ifisure cotpliance and observe for signs of disease,
All costs of the veterinatian will be puid by the owrtet,

" Section 4: Running at Large Prohibited:

A,

B.

It shall be unlawful fot the owrer of aty animal to permit it to rutt at large
within the cotporate litnits of the Town of Beltiont, Mississippi.

Impoutidment of anithals at farge; Asittials running at large may be in-
pounded a8 provided in Section 5 of this chapter.

It shall be lawful and it shall be the duty of any sheriff, game warden, or peace
officer of & counity or municipality to destroy any dog above the age of three
months found rifining at large o whose neck thete is no collar or tug.
(41-53-11 of the MS Cods vf 1972) No action shall be maintairied by the
owner for the destruction of the anithal, However, it shall be the duty of said
officer who fitids 4 dog or dogs rusinitig at large to first keep said dog ot dogy
for 4 period of five (5) ddys i order fof the owiet to claim the ahimal, 1t shall™
be the duty of atly sherits, game warden, ot pedce officer of a cotinty or
thunicipality t6 destroy any dbg above the age of six (6) mohths fotind rurining
at latge that has not been inoculated.

. No dog shall be allowed withirt the grounds of any municipal park unléss it is

undet testraint at all times. No dog shall be allowed to run at latge within any
muhicipal patk,

Penalties: Ini addition to or in lisu of impounditig an animal found at latge,
the animal conitto! offtesr o police officet muy issus to the knowh owher
of such aitital a Sitation of violation. Such citation shall itiipuse upott the
owner a Bitalty a3 follsws: ~

First offetise! .. § 50,00

Secotid Bifense! 100,00

Thltfi bﬁ?’ﬁ?é: No less than $100 and not to

et St v s Sod $500,
All subsequenit bﬁ‘eﬁsgs,mlf gé,ﬁet_byl he city judge. The penalty is to be
paid at the Belinoht City Halt withifi five (4) dags. In the event that such
citation i8 fiot paid Withii tié ptedctibed tine, a critinal warrant may be fssued,

Section 5: Impoutidthett Géﬁérﬁl]y}




A. Authority to seize; confinement period:

An untestrained dog or & nuisance animal shall be taken by the police ot aniinal

control officer and impounded i att eticlosure or aimal shelter kept fot the

purpose, to be provided arid maintained by the town and there confinied in

hutnarie mannet. Such an attinal shall be kept for at least five (5) days, unless

sooner claitned by the owner; impoutided dogs not suffering from an incurable
* injury or disease shall be kept for not less than five (5) working days,

B. Notice to owner; redemption:

If by a tag ot other means, the owner of an impounded animal can be identified,
the animal control officer shall immediately upot itmpoundment notify the
owner by telephone or itail. Within five (5) days, the tightful owtiet of any
animal held under this section tray, provided the atimal is properly vaccinated,
licensed and tagged, obtain the animal upon payment of a pound fee as
hereinafter provided, If ah unvaccitiated animal is claimed by owner, the owner
must make atrangeitients for the vaccitiatiot of said snimal satisfactory to the
department of aniinal control. At over reclaiming an impounded animal shat!
pay a fee as follows: $10.00 plus $5.00 for each day of itnpoundment.

C. Disposition if not reclainted by owner; weiver of waiting period:

Any atiimal not reclairited by its owneér within five (5) working days shall Rl
becottie the profiétty of the Towh of Beliont and shafl be placed for tdoptiot in
a suitable loime for the fae of fifty (550,00 ) doflars, or humanely euthanized
with att itjectiont of Sodiut petitobatbital; provided that If an utclaimed anirmal
is adopted, the adoptive owner must make dtratigemehts for the vaceltation of
said atiinial satisfictoty to the superifiténdent of atimal cotitrol. Tha five-day
waitifig p&Hod is walved fot i vielous ot futal afithal, ot for any uttimal

suffeting frotn an iticufable disédse, Pursudnit to 97-41-3, MS Codé
Annotate(1972), ati injuted ot Héglected aninal tay be humanely euthanized
without any waiting petiod. Anirals iay also be released to the Missigsippi
Anirral Réscue Leéagus.

D. Additional procge;{inggglpggiggﬁ'@ﬂhéi{ _aufhoﬁzéd:

LRI
L Fh et

The owner of any imp'cuhdeci mﬁmm may also bie preceded against for violation
of this chapter, S

Section 6: Animal Care; _
A. No owher shall fail to proﬁd_é _his'mﬁmalé with sufficient good and wholesotrie

food and Watet; propet shefter! dd protéction froth the wedther, vetetihary care
whert neédéd to ijrevélﬂf:éﬂﬁzeﬁﬂg; and With humane care and treatment,




B. No person shall beat, cruefly ill treat, torment, overload, over-work, ot
otherwise abuse an ahimal, or cause, instigdte of perttit any dogfight,

cockfight, bullfight, or other combat between animals or between animals and
humans.

<C. No owstet of att aiitrial shall abandon such animal,
D.

No person shall expose any kriown poisotious substance, whether mixed
. with food or tot, 36 that the sathe is likely to be eaten by any animal, it shall
not be unlawful for a person to exposs on his own ptopetty cottitiiott pest-
' control poison miked only with vegetable substances,

v, 'ﬁ = \4(. .
//;3 No ownet shall fail to exercise proper cate ahd control of his dnimals to
Ay prevetit thett frotii becoitig 4 public nuisance. >

Fr

Every vicious animal, as determined by the Town of Belmont, shall be
confined by the owner withii a building or secure enclosure and shall
be secuirely muzzled or caged whenever off the premises of its ownet.

G. No petson shall leave an animal unattended inside a motor vehicle when
such actioft is-haititful of potentially harmfut to gaid anitmal, In the event
the owtet of said veliicle is hot available and canhiot be found of refused
to preverit said Hatin or teasottable poteéntial hatni from continuing, the
~ animal cohttol officer of police departiient shall be authotized to remove *

said anitnal from Such vehicle and to utilize atiy reasonable method to
effect said retoval.

H Any person who, as an operatot of a motor veliicle, sttikes a domestic
anithal shall at orice repott the accident to the police depattient and /or

the animal controf officér ot to the local hunsatie society within a
reasotiable tinte,

Section 6-A: Authiotity to Seize:

The duty swotii atid authotized anitital cotrol officets of police officets of the

Tow of Belttiofit figy belzs Of CAUSE 10 have setzed any utiimal whose owhet s

foutid to be i iulatiof bf any part 6f Seetiot 6 and lipound bt cause o b

frpoutided said aniiital i 4 designated sheltar, Suid animal shall be held for

period ot tu excéed B8 (5) dayal o correstions ae made by the owner within

the uﬁve (5) day pared, i}ié"aﬂigﬁaj Shall beubts the propetty of the town of
elttont, B

Section 7: Atiitiial Waste:




The owner of every animal shall be responsible for the temoval of any excrete
deposited by his animal oti public walks, recreation areas, or private property.

Section 8: Keeping Wild animals and Reptiles Prohibited:

A. No persoti shall keep any wild animal or poisonous reptile within the
corporaté limits of Belmont, Mississippi.

B. No person shall keep or cause to be kept on the pfemises or in any roadside
zoo or pet stote, atty wild of vicious anittial for displuy or for exhibition
purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee,

C. The animal control officer is heteby pratited the authority to seize ahy wild
animal of reptilé kept th violation of this otditiatice, Federal Laws, State
Statutes, Upon conviction of said owtisr for satd offenices and if seized
shall deliver said anitnal or teptile to the Department of Wildlife Conservation
ot dispose of accotding to their iristitutions.

Section 9: Pet Shops, Aviaties, and Kentels;

The animal cotitrol officet of the Town of Belmont is heteby authorized at any
reasonable time, upot receipt of public cotiplaints of tequest to itispect ahy store ot

business located within the boutidaries of the Town of Belmont which buy, sell, ~*

give away, or trade live animals, birds, or operate kennels.

Section 10; Enforcement:

A. The civil and criminal provisions of this otdinance shall be enforced by
the animmal conttol officet, thié Belinonit police depatttment and any other
authorized petsotitiel of the Towt of Belmont. it shiall be a violatioti of this

ordinatice to interfere with any of the aforemetitioned i the petformince
of their duties

B. Any animal conttol officer. appointed by the Town of Belritont shall be vested
withi police powers i shall bé Authotizéd s i8sue tickets, sutmmons, of othier
process in the satns mandl a8 othel pblice officers of the Town of Beltnotit
with regard to anitial control -

C. Any anima] cotitro] bificots isy ullize ahy equipttient reasonable and
necessary o éhfdi‘éé:’théjﬁfdi!igidﬂﬁ o this cods, inicluding without limitation,

hutnane wité bok tf4ps.

Section 11: Pénalties:




Any person violating &ny provision of this chapter except as provided for in Section
2(C) and 4(E) shall be deettied guilty of 4 misdemeanor and shall be punished by
fine of not less that fifty (50) dollars ot riiore than one hundred (100) dollats or-
imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed one (1) day, or both fine and
imprisonment. If any violation continues, each day’s violation shall be deemed &
separate violation.

PASSED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Belmont, Mississippi
the 5™ day of January, 2010, o

Section 12; Effective Date
This otdinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after passage.
Sectioni 13: Repealer:

This ordinance repeals and supercedes all provious animal control ordinances for the
Town of Belmont, Mississippi.

TOWN OF BELMONT,

Bl 1 ]

Buddy Wiltdhire, Mayor s
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ATTEST:

C%W 'm QLo

Lynn Méroor, Town Clerk
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